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FF.EFACE- 


iHE  materials  of  which  this  part  of  the 
Hiflory  of  New-Hampfhire  is  compofed,  were  chief- 
ly colle6led  during  a  reiidence  of  twenty-two  yeai's 
in  the  cailern  part  of  the  State  ;  from  obfei  vations 
made  in  various  places,  and  particularly  in  feveral 
journies  to  the  northern  and  weftern  parts  ;  from 
original  furveys  of  many  townfliips  and  trails  of 
the  Country  ;  from  the  converfation  of  many  per- 
fons  who  have  been  employed  in  furveying,  ma{l-r> 
ing,  hunting  and  fcouting  ;  as  well  as  in  hufbaa- 
dry,  manufactures,  merchandife,  navigation  and 
fifhery.  The  public  offices  have  alfo  been  repeat- 
edly fearched,  and  the  obliging  attention  of  the  of- 
ficers of  government,  both  in  New-Hampfhire  and 
MaiTachufetts,  is  again  thankfully  acknowledged. 
But  that  no  fource  of  information  might  be  left 
unexplored,  a  printed  circular  letter  was  addreffed 
to  the  feveral  Clergymen,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
public  characler,  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  requeft- 
ing  their  communications  on  various  heads  of  in- 
quiry. The  anfwers  to  thefe  letters  have  not  been 
fb  numerous,  and  in  fome  indances,  not  fo  particu- 
lar as  would  have  been  agreeable  ;  but  from  thofe 
which  have  been  received  (and  for  which  the  Au- 
thor requefts  the  feveral  writers  to  accept  his  thanks) 
he  has  been  enabled  to  render  his  account  more 
complete  than  it  could  have  been  without  this  af- 
l^flance. 


IV  PREFACE, 

The  chapter  containing  a  defcription  of  the 
white  mountains,  is  a  copy,  with  fome  enlarge- 
ments, of  a  memoir  prefented  to  the  Philofophical 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  publiihed  in  the  fec- 
ond  volume  of  their  tranfactions.  This  memoir 
was  quoted  in  the  London  Monthly  Review,  for 
February,  1787  p.  139;  and  the  w oi'd  frejhet  oc- 
curing  in  it,  the  Reviewers  added  this  note,  "  We 
are  not  acquainted  with  this  word."  In  the  next 
number,  a  correfpondent  kindly  attempted  to  cor- 
redl,  what  he  imagined  to  be  *  an  error  of  the 
*  prefs,'  by  fubftituting  the  vfovdfrejlj  in  its  place  ; 
meaning  a  tide  or  flowing  of  frefli  in  diftincftion 
from  fait  water.  But  the  Reviewers  were  not  fat- 
isfied  that  there  was  any  error  of  the  prefs  ;  and 
in  fad;  there  waa  not  ;  the  word  frejloet  is  a  term 
familiar  to  the  people  of  New-^England,  as  it  was 
to  their  fore-fathers,  who  brought  it  from  England, 
where  it  was  equally  familiar  in  the  laft  century. 

From  the  following  authorities  it  may  be  feen 
how  the  nouns  frefict  and  frefhes  were  ufed  by 
writers  of  the  lafl,  and  beginning  of  the  prefent, 
century. 

The  former  is  found  in  Milton's  Paradife  Regain- 
ed, Book  II.  line  345. 

'  All  fish  from  sea  or  bhore, 
'  Freshet  or  purling  brook,  of  shell  or  fin.' 

It  feems  this  Author,  by  a  frefhet,  meant  a  fpread- 
ing  colledlion  of  frefh  water,  diitinguiihed  from  a 
brook. 

In  a  defcription  of  New-England,  written  and 
publiihed  in  England,  1658,  by  Ferdinando  Gor- 
ges, the  word  is  vifed  precifely  in  the  {qw^q  in  which 
it  is  now  underftood  in  New-England. 

p.  29.  '  Between  Salem  and  Charleftown,  is  fltu- 
ated  the  town  of  Lynn,  near  to  a  river,  whofe 
ftrong  frefict  at   the  end  of  winter  filleth  all  her 


PREFACE.  V 

banks,  and  with  a  violent  torrent   vents  itfelf  into 
the  fea.' 

In  a  letter  written  by  William  Penn,  1683,  and 
printed  in  his  works,  he  fpeaks  of  xhefrejhes  of  the 
Delaware,  thus  *  The  Dutch  inhabit  thofe  parts 
of  the  Province  that  lie  on  or  near  the  Bay,  and 
the  Swedes  t\\cfre/hes  of  the  Delaware.*  N.  B.  All 
the  Swediili  fettlemcnts  were  lituate  belozv  the  City 
of  Philadelphia. 

In  Oldmixon's  Britifli  Empire  in  America,  vol. 
I.  p.  151,  printed  at  London  in  1708,  it  is  faid 
'  The  firfl:  town  below  the  falls  is  Newton,  and  next 
to  it  is  Pennlbury  over  againfl  Burlington.  This 
part  of  the  Delaware  is  called  xhe  frejhes.'' 

N.  B.  Burlington  is  twenty  miles  above  Phila- 
delphia. 

In  Beverley's  Hiflory  of  Virginia,  printed  at 
London,  1720,  we  find  the  fame  word,  p.  105. 
*  The  damage  occahoned  by  the  worms  in  the  riv- 
ers of  Virginia,  may  be  avoided  by  running  [the 
fhips]  up  into  the  frejldcs  during  five  or  fix  weeks 
that  the  worm  is  above  water.' 

From  thefe  authorities,  I  conclude  that  the  noun 
frefloes  was  underflood  to  dillinguifli  thofe  parts  of 
a  river,  below  all  the  falls,  where  the  frefh  water 
which  comes  down  from  above  is  Hopped  by  the 
flowing  of  the  fea,  and  at  the  ebb,  refumes  its  nat- 
ural courfe  ;  and  which  therefore,  rifes  and  falls 
with  the  tide.  But  the  \Yovd.fre/het  has  another  fig- 
nification  ;  it  means  a  river  fwollen  by  rain  or  melt- 
ed fnow,  in  the  interior  country,  rifing  above  its 
ufual  level,  fpreading  over  the  adjacent  lowlands, 
and  rufliing  with  an  accelerated  current  to  the  fea. 
In  this  fenfe  it  is  vmderflood  in  New-England,  and 
as  it  is  a  part  of  the  language  of  the  age  and  coun- 
try in  which  I  write,  it  is  frequently  ufed  in  this 
volume.     If  fomc   of  the  words    which  our  fathers 
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brought  from  Britain,  and  which  were  in  vogue  a 
century  ago,  be  there  loft  or  forgotten,  it  is  no  rea- 
fon  that  they  fliould  be  difufed  here,  efpecially 
when  they  convey  a  definite  fenfe. 

I  know  not  whether  as  much  can  be  faid  in  vindi- 
cation of  another  word,  which  I  have  frequently 
ufed,  and  which  perhaps  is  not  more  known  in  Eng- 
land, viz.  intervale,  I  can  cite  no  very  ancient  au- 
thority for  it ;  but  it  is  v/ell  underftood  in  all  parts 
of  New-England  to  diftinguifh  the  low-land  adja- 
cent to  the  frefh  rivers,  which  is  frequently  over- 
flowed by  the  freiliets  ;  and  which  is  accounted 
forne  of  our  moft  valuable  foil,  becaufe  it  is  rendered 
permanently  fertile,  by  the  bountiful  hand  of  nar- 
ture,  without  the  labour  of  man. 

There  is  another  deviation  from  the  ilricl  letter 
of  the  Englilli  dictionaries  ;  which  is  found  ex- 
tremely convenient  in  our  difcourfes  on  population* 
From  the  verb  migro  are  derived  emigrate  and  im- 
migrate ;  with  the  fame  propriety  as  from  merge 
^re  derived  emerge  and  im merge.  Accordingly 
the  verb  i?4  mi  grate  and  the  nouns  immigrant 
and  iMxMiGRATioN  are  ufed  without  fcruple  in  fome 
parts  of  this  volume. 

In  the  176th  page,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
taken  by  the  cenfus  of  1790,  is  iliid  to  be  142,018. 
This  number  was  given  to  me  in  May,  1791,  by  the 
late  Marlliall  John  Parker,  Efo.  Afterward  it  was 
difcovered  that  a  miftake  had  been  made  by  one  of 
his  airiftanis  in  returning  the  town  of  Burton  twice, 
viz.  in  the  County  of  Strafford  and  the  County  of 
Grafton.  In  the  former  it  was  fet  down  as  contain- 
ing 133,  in  the  latter  141.  The  latter  is  retained  ; 
and  the  former  being  dedudled  from  142,018  leaves 
the  fum  total  141,885,  which  is  the  number  return- 
ed to  Congrefs  and  publiihcd  by  authority. 
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Twenty  years  have  now  elapfed  fince  this  work 
was  firft  undertaken  ;  during  v/hich  time  it  has 
ftruggled  with  many  embarrafTments,  and  has, 
more  than  once,  been  thrown  by,  as  impradlicable  ; 
but  the  favourable  reception  it  has  met  with  from 
the  pubUc  and  the  continual  importunity  of  its 
friends,  have  prevailed  on  me  to  complete  it  ;  for 
which  purpofe  no  pains  have  been  fpared.  The 
receipt  on  the  fale  of  the  volumes  hitherto  falls  fhort 
of  the  adlual  expenfe  of  the  impreflion.  How  pro- 
ductive it  may  prove  in  future  is  uncertain.  As 
fome  encouragement  to  the  work,  the  Legiflature 
of  New-Ham plhire  have  granted^/J/Aj' /^fz/^^j-,  which 
I  have  received  and  for  which  they  again  have  my 
thanks. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  hiftorical  refearches  I  have 
found  fome  materials  for  an  American  Biogra- 
phy; and  have  entertained  thoughts  of  purfuing 
my  inquiries,  with  a  view  to  prefent  fuch  a  work 
to  the  public  ;  if  gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  the 
/American  Continent  and  Iflands,  will  favour  me 
with  fuitable  communications.  The  obje(fl  is  to 
delineate  the  characters  and  adlions  of  remarkable 
perfons  deceafed^  and  the  events  connedled  with 
them.  Among  thofe  perfons  will  be  ranked  Statef- 
men,  Literary  Perfons,  Warriors,  Inventors,  Navi- 
gators and  Travellers,  whether  among  the  Europe- 
an Nations,  who  have  poffefhons  in  America  and 
their  defcendants,  or  the  original  Natives.  But  how 
voluminous  or  expenfive  the  work  will  be,  or  how 
long  tim^  will  be  required  to  complete  it,  cannot  at 
prefent  be  afcertained. 

Bojlon,  April '1%  1792. 
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SUuallon^  Extent^  JBoimdaneo,  aiid  Divisions. 

f  HE  fituation  of  New-Hampflilre,  on  the 
terraqueous  globe,  is  between  42  41'  and  45  11'  of 
latitude,  north  from  the  equator  ;  and  between  70' 
40'  and  72"  28'  of  longitude,  v/eil  from  the  royal  ob- 
fervatory  of  Greenwich.  Its  length  from  the  northern 
to  the  fouthern  extremity  is  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
eight  miles.  Its greateft  breadth,  meafured  from  the 
entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  the  mouth  of  Well: 
River,  which  falls  into  Connedlicut  river,  oppofite 
to  the  townof  Chefterfield,  is  ninety  miles.  This  line 
linecroiTes  the  43d  degree  of  latitude.  From  this  line 
northerly,  New-Hampfliire  decreafes  in  breadth. 
On  the  44th  degree  of  latitude  it  is  fifty- five  miles  ; 
and  on  the  45th  degree,  nineteen  miles  wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  ;  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  line,  begin- 
ning on  the  fea  lliore,  at  a  point  three  miles  north- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack  ;  purfu- 
ing  a  courfe  fimilar  to  the  curvature  of  that  river,  at 
the  fame  diftance  ;  and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles 
north  of  Patucket  fall,  in  the  town  of  Dracut.  From 
this  point,  the  line  extends,  on  a  fuppofed  due  weft 
courfe,  till  it  crofTes  Connecticut  river,  and  ends  on 
its  weftern  bank  ;  the  diftance  being  fifty-five  miles. 

This  line,  called  the  due  weft  line,  was  meafured 
and  marked  in  1741,  by  Richard  Hazzen.  He  was 
ordered  by  Governor  Belcher  to  allow  ten  degrees 
for  the  w^efterly  variation  of  the  needle  ;  the  theory 
of  which,  now  imperfect,  was  then  lefs  known.     I^ 

B 


10  HISTORY    OF 

IS  fuppofed  that  the  variation  at  that  time,  and  in 
that  place,  was  not  more  than  eight  degrees.  ^  In 
1773,  each  end  of  this  line  v^ras  accurately  examined 
by  celeftial  obfervations,  made  by  Thomas  Wright, 
oneof  Capt.  Holland's  company  of  furveyors  ;  when 
the  weftern  extremity  was  found  to  decline  from  the 
eaflern  two  minutes  and  fifty-feven  feconds  of  lati- 
tude. This  was  computed  to  make  a  difference  of 
59,872  acres'  of  land,  which  would  have  been  gain- 
ed by  New-Hampfhire,  if  the  line  had  been  run  with 
precifion. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Connecti- 
cut river,  up  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  the 
weflern  bank  of  that  river  is  the  weflern  boundary 
of  New-Hampfliire,  and  the  eaflern  boundary  of 
Vermont. 

On  its  eaflern  fide,  New-Hampfhire  is  bounded 
by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  the  aforementioned 
point,  three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  Mer- 
rimack river,  along  the  fhore,  to  the  middle  of  the 
main  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour  •  which  dis- 
tance is  computed  to  be  about  eighteen  miles.  Thence 
the  boundary  line  runs  up  the  middle  of  the  river, 
to  its  moil  northerly  head,  which  is  a  pond,  fituated 
partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield  and  partly  in 
the  town  of  Shapley,  in  the  County  of  York. 
The  diflance  of  this  pond  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  is  about  forty  miles,  in  a  N,  N.  W.  courfe. 
From  the  head  of  this  pond,  according  to  the  royal 
determination,  in  1740,  the  dividing  line  was  to  run 
'  north,  two  degrees  wefl,  till  one  hundred  and 
'  twenty  miles  were  finiflied,  from  the  mouth  of  Paf^ 
*  cataqua  harbour,  or  until  it  meet  with  his  Majes- 
'  ty's  other  governments.'  The  reafon  for  mention- 
ing this  fpecific  diflance  in  the  decree,  was,  that  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the  extent  of  the 
Province  of  Maine.     At  that  time,  no  other  gov- 
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ernment  fubject  to  the  Britifli  Crown,  lay  in  that 
direction.  In  i  76ci,  the  new  Province  of  Quebec 
was  erected,  and  its  fouthern  boundary  was  '  a  line 
'  paiTing  along  the  high  lands,  which  divide  the  riv- 

*  ers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 

*  rence,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  fea,'  By  the 
treaty  of  peace,  between  America  and  Britain,  in 
1783,  all  the  lands  fouthward  of  that  line,  reckon- 
ing it  from  the  eallward  *  to  the  northweft  head  of 
'  Connecticut  river,  and  thence  down  along  the  mid- 

*  die  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north 

*  latitude'  were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Thefe 
determinations  have  been  fo  contfrued,  as  to  favor 
an  extenfion  of  the  line  between  New-Hamplliire 
and  Maine,  to  the  high  lands  which  bound  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec  ;  a  diilance  of  twenty -five  miles  be- 
yond the  northern  limits  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

The  line  from  the  head  of  Salmon  fall  river,  waff 
begun  to  be  meafured  and  marked,  in  1741,  by 
Walter  Bryent,  who  aifo  was  ordered  to  allow  ten 
degrees  for  the  wefterly  variation.  In  1767,  a  con- 
troverfy  arofe  between  the  two  Provinces,  on  a  fug- 
geftion  that  Bryent  had  miflaken  the  main  branch 
of  the  river  ;  but  no  alteration  was  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  fuggeftion.  In  1768,  the  Governor 
of  New-Hamplhire  ordered  the  line  to  be  furveyed, 
to  its  farthefl  extent.  The  furveyor,  Ifaac  Rindge, 
began  where  Bryant  had  left  it  ;  and  marked  the 
line,  on  the  fame  courfe  by  the  compafs,  to  a  point 
fixteen  miles  northward  of  Amarifcogin  river,  and 
not  far  from  the  lake  Umbagog.  This  furvey  be- 
ing made  twenty-feven  years  after  the  former,  when 
the  wefterly  variation  was  lefs  than  before,  gave  the 
line  a  wefterly  inclination.  No  farther  furvey  was 
made  till  1789,  twenty-one  years  after  the  fecond  ; 
during  which  period,  the  variation  was  ftill  decreas- 
ing, and  the  line  was  continued  on  the  fame  courfe 
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by  the  compafs,  which  muft  bring  it  ftill  more  weft- 
erly.  For  thefc  rcafons,  in  my  map,  the  line  is  in? 
fledled,  fo  as  to  correfpond  with  the  laft  furvey  as 
laid  down  in  a  plan  retm'ncd  by  Jofeph  Cramm 
and  Jeremiah  Eamcs,  and  filed  in  the  Secretary's 
office. 

The  State  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the  Britifh 
Province  of  Quebec.  The  northeailern  extremity  of 
this  boundary  line,  is  abirch  tree,marked  A^.  E.  New^ 
Hampjloirc^  1789.  This  line  extends  along  the  high 
lands,  17  miles  and  two  hundred  andfeven  rods,  to  the 
head  of  the  north weflern  branch  of  Connecticut  riv- 
er ;  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,  infcribed  N.  H, 
N,  TV.  1789,  Thence  the  boundary  defcends,  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  along  the  middle  of 
the  northweilern  branch,  which  there  unites  with 
the  northeailern,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 

The  fuperficial  area  of  New-FIampihire,  as  calcu- 
lated by  George  Sproule,  in  1773,  according  to  Hol- 
land's furvey,  in  v/hich  he  was  employed,  was  found 
to  be  9296  fquarc  miles5or  5,949,440  acres-  The  ad- 
dition made  by  the  furvey  of  the  northern  bounda- 
ry, in  1789,  is  faid  to  be  195  fquare  miles,  or 
124,800  acres.  From  the  whole  it  is  luppoied  a  de- 
duction may  be  made  for  water,  of  at  Icafl  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  acres. 

Holland's  furvey  Vv^^s  made  in  1773,  and  1774, 
at  the  expence  of  the  Province.  The  refult  of  it  is 
contained  in  a  large  map,  engraven  in  London,  1784, 
by  the  direction  and  at  the  expenfe  of  Paul  Went- 
worth,  FTq.  Thofe  parts  which  were  actually  fur- 
veyed  by  Holland  or  his  affiitants,  are  laid  dovv^n 
y/ith  great  accuracy.  The  eaftern  bounciary  line 
and  the  parts  connecfled  with  it  v\rere  not  furveyed, 
but  taken  from  fuch  materials  and  information  as 
could  at  that  time  be  coUedled.  In  tlie  map  annex  - 
pd  to  this  work,  thofe  parts  are  more  full  and  cor- 
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rect,  excepting  the  lines  of  townfhips  and  locations, 
which  in  lb  fmall  a  draught  could  not  be  introduc- 
ed without  confulion.  For  the  fame  reafon,  the 
names  of  fome  townfliips  are  omitted,  chiefly  fuch 
as  have  no  fettlements  made  in  them. 

The  State  is  divided  into  five  Counties,  viz.  Rock- 
ingham, Strafford,  Hillfborough,  Chefliire  and  Graf- 
ton, the  boundaries  of  which  are  not  noticed  in  Hol- 
land's, but  are  marked  on  this  map  by  dotted  lines. 

The  flraight  line  of  Mafon's  patent  is  alfo  de- 
fcribed.     The  hiftory  of  it  is  as  follows  : 

It  was  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 
work,  that  the  Mafonian  proprietors  claimed  a 
curve  line  as  their  wefbern  boundary  ;  and  that  un- 
der the  royal  government  no  peribn  had  controvert- 
ed that  claim.  When  the  v/ar  with  Great-Britain 
was  terminated  by  the  peace  of  1783,  the  grantees 
of  fome  crown  lands,  with  which  this  line  interfer- 
ed, petitioned  the  Affembly  to  afcertain  the  limits 
of  Mafon's  patent.  The  Mafonians  at  the  fame 
time  preiented  a  petition,  fhewing  the  pretenfion 
which  they  had  to  a  curve  line,  and  praying  that  a 
furvey  of  it,  which  had  been  made  in  1768,  by  Rob- 
ert Fletcher,  might  be  eflablifhed.  About  the  fame 
time,  the  heirs  of  Allen,  whofe  claim  had  long  lain 
dormant,  for  want  of  ability  to  profecute  it,  having 
confulted  Council,  and  admitted  fome  perfons  oF 
property  into  partnerfliip  with  them,  entered  and 
took  poffeiTion  of  the  unoccupied  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  patent  ;  and  in  imitation  of  the  Mafo- 
nians, gave  general  deeds  of  quitclaim,  to  all  boiia 
fde  purchafers,  previoufly  to  the  firfh  of  May,  1785  ; 
which  deeds  were  recorded  in  each  County,  and 
publiHied  in  the  newfpapers.  They  alfo  petitioned 
the  Aflembly  to  ellablifh  a  head  line  for  their  patent. 

After  a  folemn  hearing  of  thefe  claims,  the  Af- 
fembly ordered  a  furvey  to  be  made  of  fixty  mil^ 
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from  the  fea,  on  the  fouthern  and  eaflern  lines  of 
the  State,  and  2Ljlraight  line  to  be  run  from  the  end  of 
one  line  of  fixty  miles,  to  the  end  of  die  other.  They 
alio  paffed  an  a6l  to  quiet  all  bonajide  purchafers  of 
lands,  between  the  itraiglit  and  curve  lines,  io  far, 
as  that  the  State  Ihould  not  difturb  them.  This  fur- 
vey  was  made  in  1787,  by  Jofeph  Blanchard  and 
Charles  Ciapham.  The  line  begins  on  the  fouthem 
boundary,  at  lot  No.  18,  in  the  town  of  Rindge, 
Its  ccu.fs  >3  north  39  eaft.  Its  extent  is  93]  miles. 
It  tJids  at  a  point  in  the  eaftern  boundary,  which  is 
feven  miles  and  two  hundred  and  fix  rods,  north- 
ward Oi  Great  OlTapy  river.  This  line  being  eflab- 
lilhed,  as  the  head  line,  or  Vv^eftern  boundary  of  Ma- 
ion's  paient,  the  Mafonians,  for  the  fum-  of  forty 
thoufand  dollars  in  public  fecurities,  and  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  in  fpecie,  purchafed  of  the  State,  all  its 
right  and  title  to  the  unoccupied  lands  between  the 
ilraight  line  and  the  curve.  The  heirs  of  Allen  were 
then  confined  in  their  claim,  to  thofe  wafle  lands 
only,  vvhich  were  within  the  flraight  line.  They 
have  fince  compromif-ed  their  difpute,  with  tlie  pro- 
prietors of  eleven  of  the  fifteen  Mafonian  ihares,  by 
deeds  of  mutual  quitclaim  and  releafe.  This  was 
done  ia  January,  1700. 
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CHAR    11. 


•^iVj  Climate,  and  Seasons. 


The  air  of  New-Hampfliire  is  generally 
pure  and  falubrious.  During  the  winter  months, 
the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  northwefl ;  which 
is  dry,  cold  and  bracing  ;  it  rarely  brings  fnow,  but 
when  it  does,  the  degree  of  cold  is  increafed.  That 
the  coldnefs  of  our  northwefl  wind  is  owing  to  the 
great  lakes,  is  a  vulgar  error,  often  retailed  by  geo- 
graphical writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking  peo- 
ple. All  the  great  lakes  lie  weftward  of  the  N.  W. 
point,  and  fome  of  them  fouthward  of  W.  It  is 
more  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  immenfe  wilder- 
nefs,  but  efpecially  the  mountains,  when  covered 
with  fnow,  give  a  keennefs  to  the  air,  as  a  cake  of 
ice  to  a  quantity  of  liquor  in  which  it  floats  ;  and 
that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  conveys  its  cold  as  far 
as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  northeafl  wind,  and 
florms  from  that  quarter  are  mofl  violent,  and  of 
longed  duration  ;  after  which  the  wind  commonly 
changes  to  the  N.  W.  and  blows  briikly  for  a  day  or 
two,  driving  the  fnow  into  heaps.  This  eiFed:  is 
produced  only  in  the  open  grounds  ;  in  the  forefl 
the  fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth, 
throughout  the  winter.  On  the  mountains,  the 
fnow  falls  earlier,  and  remains  later  than  in  the  low 
grounds.  On  thofe  elevated  fummits,  the  winds 
alfo  have  greater  force,  driving  the  fnow  into  the 
long  and  deep  gullies  of  the  mountains,  where  it  is 
fo  confolidated,  as  not  to  be  eafily  dilFolved,  by  the 
vernal  fun.     Spots  of  faow  are  feen  on  the  foutli 
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fides  of  the  mountains  as  late   as   Pvlay,  and  on  th^ 
higheft  till  July. 

Light  frofts  begin  in  September  ;  in  Oiflober  tliej 
are  more  frequent,  and  by  the  end  of  that  month, 
ice  is  made  in  fmall  collecflions  of  water  ;  but  the 
weather  is  moftly  ferene.  November  is  a  variable 
•month,  alternately  wet  and  dry  ;  the  furface  of  the 
ground  is  frequently  frozen  and  thawed.  The  fame 
weather  continues  through  a  part  of  December,  but 
commonly,  in  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the  rivers 
and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  fi'ozen,  and  well  pre- 
pared to  receive  and  retain  the  fnow.  January 
often  produces  a  thaw,  v/hich  is  fucceeded  by  a  fe- 
vere  froll.  In  February  we  have  the  deepeft  fnows, 
and  the  coldell  weather  ;  but  the  lowell  deprcfTion 
of  the  thermometer  is  generally  followed  by  wet 
and  mild  weather.  March  is  blufbering  and  cold, 
with  frequent  flights  of  fnow  ;  but  the  fun  is  then 
fo  high  as  to  melt  the  fnow  at  noon.  In  April  the 
open  country  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow  ;  but  it 
commonly  lies  in  the  woods  till  May.  This  is  the 
ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon  ;  but  there  are 
fometimes  variations.  In  1771,  the  fnow  did  not 
fail  till  the  end  of  January.  In  1786,  it  was  very 
deep  in  the  beginning  of  December.  AVhen  the 
fnow  comes  early,  it  preferves  the  ground  from  be- 
ing deeply  frozen,  otherwife  the  frofl  penetrates  to 
the  depth  of  three  feet  or  more. 

From  the  middle  of  September,  the  mornings  and 
evenings  begin  to  be  fo  chill,  that  a  fmall  fire  be- 
comes a  delirable  companion.  In  06lober,  the 
weather  requires  one  to  be  kept  more  lleadily ; 
from  the  time  that  the  autumnal  rums  come  on  in 
November,  it  is  invariably  neceflliry,  to  the  end  of 
March  ;  in  April  it  is  intermitted  at  noon  ;  a  florm 
is  alv\rays  expeded  in  May;  and,  till  that  is  paft,  the 
chimney  is  not  clofed.  We  therefore  reckon  eight 
months  of  cold  weather  in  the  year. 
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Cattle  are  lioufed  from  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber. In  the  fevered  weather,  nature  teaches  the 
fowls  to  rood  on  the  backs  of  cattle,  in  the  barns, 
to  prefer ve  their  feet  from  being  frozen.  By  the 
beginning  of  May,  the  grafs  is  fufficiencly  grown 
for  cattle  to  live  abroad  ;  good  hufbandmen  do  not 
permit  them  to  feed  till  the  twenty-firft  of  May ; 
but  fcarcity  of  fodder  obliges  the  poorer  fort  to  de- 
part from  this  rule. 

A  dry  winter  is  extremely  cold.  The  winter  of 
1 779  '80,  was  remarkably  dry,  without  rain  or  thaw  ; 
the  fnow  was  conflantly  drifted  by  the  wind,  the 
fprings  of  water  were  very  low,  and  the  weather  as 
fevere  and  tedious  as  ever  was  experienced.  It  was 
called  the  Canada  winter,  from  its  limilarity  to  the 
ufual  dry  cold  of  that  climate. 

A  freezing  rain  is  no  uncommon  fpectacle.  The 
trees  are  fometimes  fo  incrufled  with  ice  that  the 
fmaller  branches  break  with  its  weight.  The  fun, 
ihining  on  thcfe  incrullations,  affords  a  brilliant  en- 
tertainment to  a  curious  fpectator  -,  but  it  is  of  iliort 
duration. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  February,  1782,  an  unufual 
kind  of  hoar  froft  was  obferved.  The  wind  had 
been  northerly  on  the  preceding  day,  with  fome  ap- 
pearance of  fnow.  The  morning  -was  calm  and 
foggy.  The  trees  and  bullies  were  white  with  frofl, 
which  appeared  on  the  north  (ides,  only,  of  the 
twigs  and  fmaller  branches  ;  but  on  the  larger  limbs 
and  trunks,  there  was  none  :  Nor  was  any  feen  on 
the  houfes  or  fences,  excepting  on  the  fliarp  edges 
of  boards  ;  but  every  point  of  a  flick  or  nail,  and 
every  rope  and  firing,  which  was  expofed  to  the 
north,  was  covered.  The  fpiculae  were  of  all  lengths, 
from  an  inch  downward,  and  about  the  thicknefs 
of  a  knitting  pin.  They  increafed  in  number  and 
flze,  for  about  two  hours  after  the  rifing  of  the  fun ; 
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and  in  about  an  hour  after  this,  began  to  fall,  like 
fnow,  on  the  ground  ;  they  did  not  all  difappear  till 
two  hours  after  noon. 

Light  frofts  have  been  known  in  every  month  of 
the  year,  excepting  July.  In  June,  1764,  a  fudden 
froft  nipped  the  Indian  corn,  then  newly  fprouted  ; 
but  it  recovered  and  fprouted  again.  A  froil  in  Au- 
guil  is  generally  dellructive  to  this  vegetable  ;  the 
corn  being  then  in  the  milk.  After  it  has  grow^n 
beyond  this  ftage,  the  froil  ferves  to  open  the  hulli 
and  dry  the  ears,  to  prepare  it  for  harveft. 

A  foutheaft  ftorm  is  often  as  violent,  but  common- 
ly Ihorter,  than  one  from  the  northeaft  ;  if  it  begin 
with  fnow  it  foon  changes  to  rain.  A  briilc  wind 
from  the  well  or  fouth  well,  with  a  flight  of  fnow 
or  rain,  fometimes  happens,  but  its  duration  is  very 
fhort.     Squalls  of  this  kind  are  common  in  March. 

In  the  fpring  months  there  is  generally  a  land 
breeze  in  the  niorning  ;  a  fea  breeze  begins  an  hour 
or  two  before  noon,  and  continues  till  about  the  fet- 
ting  of  the  fun.  The  heat  of  fummer  is  alfb  fre- 
quently allayed  by  breezes  from  the  fea,  but  they 
do  not  reach  more  than  tvv'enty  or  thirty  miles  into 
the  country,  and  the  lighter  ones  not  fo  far.  The 
northeafl  florms  penetrate  fixty  or  feventy  miles, 
but  their  violence  is  abated  at  that  difunce  from 
the  fea. 

In  July  the  weather  is  clear  and  hot.  In  Auguft 
the  heat  is  greatefl,  and  is  accompanied  with  a  difa- 
greeable  dampnefs.  Thunder  is  frequent  in  the 
fummer  months  ;  it  is  fometimes  heard  in  fpring 
and  autumn,  but  rarely  in  the  winter,  though  in 
fnow  ftorms  the  air  is  often  highly  electrified,  and 
flalhcs  are  fometimes  feen.  Thunder  fhowers  in  the 
fummer  commonly  rife  in  the  weftern  quarter, 
and  pafs  over  to  the  eafl ;  if  they  rife  in  the  north 
cr  northeafl,  they  produce  hail,  which  fometimes 
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proves  deftructive  to  the  fields  ;  but  this  mifchief  it 
never  very  extenfive.  The  hail  has  been  known  to 
lie  in  hollow  places,  where  it  has  rolled  into  heaps, 
till  the  fucceeding  day ;  but  for  the  mod  part,  it 
melts  foon  after  falling. 

It  has  often  been  obferved  that  thunder  clouds, 
when  near  the  earth,  feem  to  be  attracted  by  large 
collections  of  water.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  lakes 
and  ponds,  the  thunder  is  reverberated  from  the 
furrounding  mountains,  in  a  grand  and  folemn  echo 
of  long  continuance.  One  of  the  mofl  violent  thun- 
der ftorms  which  was  ever  known  in  the  maritime 
parts  of  New-Hampihire,  was  on  the  fourth  of  May, 
1779,  at  noon.  A  cloud  rofe  in  the  N.  W.  and 
another  in  the  S.  W.  at  the  fame  time ;  they  croffed 
each  other,  and  the  former  pafTed  very  near  tlie  earth ; 
a  very  black  darknefs  came  on,  the  lightning  was 
an  inccflant  glare,  and  the  thunder  a  continual  peal 
for  abo\ic  an  hour.  Many  trees,  feveral  barns,  mills 
and  dwell ing-houfes  were  flruck  ;  cattle  and  flieep 
were  killed  in  the  paflures  in  feveral  towns  ;  and  a 
valuable  new  houfe,  built  for  religious  worfhip,  at 
Somerfworth,  was  fet  on  fire  and  confumcd.  Its 
iteeple  had  a  metallic  vane  and  fpindle,  but  no  con  - 
ductor  to  the  earth.  The  bell  was  melted,  and  fell 
while  in  a  ftate  of  fufion,  and  no  piece  of  it  larger 
than  a  mufl^et  ball  could  be  found.  The  effects  of 
this  fborm  were  to  be  traced  from  Kingflon,  in  a 
northeaflerly  direction,  to  the  river  Kennebeck. 

A  fouthweft  breeze  in  fummer  is  accompanied 
with  a  ferene  fky,  and  this  is  the  warmell  of  our 
winds.  Probably  the  tradition  of  the  natives,  that 
heaven  is  fituated  in  the  S.  W.  arofe  from  this  cir- 
cumftance.  The  N.  W.  wind  does  not  blow  in  fum- 
mer, but  after  a  thunder  fliower,  when  its  elaflicity 
and  coolnefs  are  as  refrellaing  as  the  preceding  heat 
is  tedious. 
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Sometimes  the  extreme  heat  of  feveral  day*,  pro- 
duces,  in  the  maritime  parts,  a  fea  turn,  and  in  the 
inLand  parts,  a  whirlwind.  A  remarkable  inftance 
of  both  happened  in  June,  1782.  The  heat  had  been 
extreme  for  five  days.  On  the  22d,  after  the  fetting 
of  the  fun,  the  wind  fuddenly  Ihifted  from  S.  W.  to 
N.  E.  This  change  fenfibly  affected  the  human 
body,  and  rendered  an  additional  garment  neccffa- 
ry.  A  very  large  quantity  of  Siberian  wheat  v/as 
at  that  time  in  a  ftate  of  lu?:uriant  vegetation.  As 
far  as  the  fea  wind  extended,  which  was  from  twen-i 
ty  to  thirty  miles,  the  wheat  was  chilled  and  blam- 
ed ;  beyond  that  diflance  it  was  not  injured.  The 
next  day  a  whirlwind  began  near  the  river  Connec- 
ticut, the  weilern  boundary  of  New-Hampfliirc,and 
directed  its  courfe  toward  the  eart,  in  a  vein  of  near 
half  a  mile  wide.  In  its  progrefs  its  fury  abated  | 
but  the  blaft  extended  to  the  fea,  and  was  accompa- 
nied with  thunder  and  rain. 

Inftances  of  fudden  changes  in  the  weather,  are 
noted  in  the  earlieft  accounts  of  the  country.  In 
1658,  wdien  the  apple  trees  were  in  bloffom,  there 
came  on  fiich  a  fudden  and  fevere  degree  of  cold, 
that  in  a  fiihing  boat  belonging  to  Hampton,  one 
man  died  before  they  could  reach  the  fhore,  anoth- 
er was  fo  chilled  that  he  died  in  a  few  days,  and  a 
third  loft  his  feet.''"  This  inftance  is  very  lingular. 
The  common  feafon  for  the  apple  trees  to  blolfom,  is 
about  the  third  week  in  May  ;  but  they  are  earlier 
or  later  according  to  the  degree  of  heat.  On  the 
eleventh  of  May,  1769,  when  the  trees  were  in 
bloom,  an  unufual  flight  of  fnow  covered  them  in 
the  afternoon,  and  continued  till  the  next  morning. 

In  a  very  warm  autumn  the  earlieft  apple  trees 
have  i)roduced  blollbms;  and  rofes  have  blown  in  the 
month  of  October,but  thefe  appearances  are  very  rare. 

*  MS  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gookin  to  Rev.  Mr.  Prince. 
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Sudden  chanj^es  from  cold  to  heat  are  lei's  fre- 
quent  than  the  contrary.  The  moit  remarkable  in- 
Itance  oif  this  kind  happened  in  the  winter  of  1759 
'60.  It  was  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  the  time  of  morn-* 
ing  fervice.  There  had  been  a  freezing  rain  in  the 
preceding  night ;  and  the  trees,  houfes,  and  earth 
were  covered  with  ice.  On  a  fudden,  the  wind 
changed  to  the  fouth  ;  the  ice  fell  from  the  trees, 
with  a  crackling  noife,  and  a  vapour  rofe  from  the 
houfes  as  if  they  had  been  on  fire.  On  coming  in- 
to the  open  air,  the  change  of  the  weather  from  fe- 
vere  cold,  to  fummer  heat,  was  aftonifliing.  The 
greateft  degree  of  heat  which  has  been  obferved  by 
Farenheit's  thermometer  is  ~  and  of  cold  f.  Thefe 
obfervations  w^ere  made  at  Portfmouth. 

Notwithfhanding  thefe  anomalous  inftances  of  in- 
equality and  fudden  tranfition,  the  ficy  is  common- 
ly fettled  and  ferene  for  many  days  together,  and 
the  changes  of  weather  are  gradual.  In  the  winter, 
a  dry  feafon,  if  there  be  fnow  on  the  ground,  is  fa- 
vourable for  the  purpofe  of  tranfportation  in  lleighs 
and  fledges.  In  fummer,  if  there  be  no  extenfive 
rain,  for  three  or  four  weeks,  the  want  of  it  is  fe- 
verely  felt.  The  years  1761  and  1762  were  re- 
markable for  early  drought,  which  caufed  a  fcarcity 
of  corn  and  hay  ;  the  rain  which  fell  in  Auguft, 
brought  forward  the  latter  feed  in  the  paflures  and 
fields.  The  vear  1782  was  remarkable  for  a  late 
drought  ;  the  latter  feed  and  the  autumnal 
vegetables,  were  deflroyed.  In  October,  the  grafs 
was  fo  dry  as  to  crackle  under  the  feet.  The  long 
continuance  of  drought  is  obferved  to  produce  a 
coolnefs  in  the  air.  Thefe  droughts  do  not  affect 
the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  fo  much  as 
the  plains  ;  which  are  alfo  more  injured  by  early 
frofls  than  the  higher  lands. 

In  the  fpring,  the  trees  which  have  been  felled  the 


^2  HISTORY    OF 

preceding  year,  are  burned  in  die  new  plantations. 
If  the  fealbn  be  dry,  the  flames  fpread  in  the  woodsj 
and  a  large  extent  of  the  forefl  is  fonietimes  on  fire 
at  once.  Fences  and  buildings  are  often  deftroyed 
by  thefe  raging  conflagrations.  The  only  effectual 
way  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  fuch  a  fire,  is  to 
kindle  another  at  a  diftance,  and  to  drive  the  flame 
along  through  the  buflies,  or  dry  grafs,  to  meet  the 
greater  fire,  that  all  the  fuel  may  be  confiimed. 
This  operation  requires  a  large  nvmiber  of  people, 
and  no  fmall  degree  of  dexterity  and  reiolution.  In 
fwamps,  a  fire  has  been  known  to  penetrate  feveral 
feet  under  the  ground,  and  confume  the  roots  of  trees. 
When  a  fire  has  raged  to  this  degree,  nothing  can 
extinguifli  it  but  a  heavy  rain. 

From  thefe  numerous  fires  arife  immenfe  clouds 
of  fmoke,  mingled  with  the  burnt  leaves  of  the  trees, 
which  are  carried  to  great  difliances  by  the  wind. 
Thefe  clouds  meeting  with  other  vapours  in  the  at- 
mofphere,  fometimes  produce  vei*y  fingular  appear- 
ances. The  unufual  darknefs  of  the  nineteenth  of 
May,  1780,  was  caufed  by  fuch  a  combination  of 
vapours. 

Fires  had  fpread  very  extenfively  in  the  woods, 
and  the  weflierly  wind  had  driven  the  fmoke  over  all 
the  country.  It  w^as  fo  thick  near  the  horizon,  for 
feveral  preceding  days,  that  the  fim  difappeared 
half  an  hour  before  its  fetting  ;  and  in  the  low 
grounds,  it  was  almofi:  fuffocating.  The  morning 
of  the  nineteenth  was  cloudy,  w^ith  fome  rain  ;  and 
a  black  cloud  appeared  in  the  fouthweft,  from  which 
thunder  was  heard.  I'he  rain  water,  and  the  fur- 
face  of  rivers,  was  covered  with  a  footy  fcum.  The 
remains  of  a  fnow  drift,  which  had  been  raked  clean 
the  preceding  day,  became  black.  Several  fmall 
birds  flew  into  the  houfes,  and  others  were  found 
d^ad  abroad,  being  fuffocated.     About  an  hour  be- 
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fore  noon,  the  clouds  afTumed  a  brafly  appearance ; 
after  v/hich  their  colour  became  a  dufky  grey  ; 
at  one  hour  after  noon  it  was  neceflary  to  light 
candles. 

At  the  time  of  thegreateflobfcuratioi^,  the  fmoke 
of  a  chimney  was  obferved  to  rife  perpendicularly, 
and  then  incline  to  the  weft.  A  thick  fog,  which 
came  in  from  the  fea,  moved  along  the  hill  tops  in 
the  fame  direction.  The  place  where  thefe  obferva- 
tions  were  made,  was  at  Dover,  fifteen  miles  diftant 
from  the  fea.  A  light  gleam  was  feen  in  the  north. 
The  extent  of  this  darknefs,  was  more  than  two 
hundred  miles,  from  north  to  fouth.  To  the  weft- 
ward,  it  reached  beyond  Albany,  and  it  was  obferv- 
ed, by  a  veffel  at  fea,  fifteen  leagues  eaftward  of 
Cape- Anne. 

The  darknefs  varied  its  appearance,in  fome  places, 
through  the  afternoon  ;  but  in  the  maritime  parts 
of  Nev7-Hamp{liire,  there  was  no  cellation  or  inter- 
ruption of  it ;  and  the  evening  prefented  a  complete 
fpecimen  of  as  total  darknefs  as  can  be  conceived. 
Before  midnight,  the  vapors  difperfed,  and  the  next 
morning  there  was  no  appearance  of  them  ;  but  for 
feveral  days  after,  clouds  of  fmoke  were  feen  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  burnt  leaves  of  trees  were  wafted 
abroad  by  the  wind. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  frefh  rivers  and  ponds  a 
whitilh  fog  in  the  morning,  lying  over  the  water, 
is  a  fure  indication  of  fair  weather  for  that  day  ;  and 
when  no  fog  is  feen,  rain  is  expected  before  night. 
In  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent 
of  vapors,  and  their  formation  into  clouds,  is  a  curi- 
ous and  entertaining  object.  The  vapors  are  feen 
rifing  in  fmall  columns,  like  fmoke  from  many  chim- 
neys. When  rifen  to  a  certain  height,  they  fpread, 
meet,  condenfe,  and  are  attracted  by  the  mountains, 
where  they  either  diftil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replen- 
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ifli  the  fprings,  or  defcend  in  lliowers,  accompanied 
with  thunder.  After  fliort  intermiffions,  the  procefs 
is  repeated  many  times,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer 
day,  affording  to  travellers  a  lively  illuflration  of 
what  is  obferved  in  the  book  of  Job,  '  they  are  wet 
'  with  the  fhowers  of  the  mountains.'* 

The  aurora  boreaUs  was  firll  noticed  in  New- 
Hampiliire,  in  the  year  1719.t  The  elder  people 
fay  it  is  much  more  frequent  now  than  formerly. 
It  fometimes  appears  in  the  form  of  a  luminous  arch, 
extending  from  eaft  to  weft ;  but  more  commonly 
rifes  from  a  dark  convexity  in  the  north,  and  iiafh- 
es  upward,  toward  the  zenith.  In  a  calm  night,  and 
in  the  intervals  between  gentle  flaws  of  wind,  an  at- 
tentive ear,  in  a  retired  fituation,  may  perceive  it  to 
be  accompanied  with  a  found.l  This  luminous  ap- 
pearance has  been  obferved  in  all  feafons  of  the  year, 
in  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  all  the  in- 
termediate degrees.  The  colour  of  the  dreams  is 
fometimes  variegated,  white,  blue,  yellow  and  red, 
the  luflre  of  which,  reflected  from  the  fnow,  is  an 
appearance  highly  picturefque  and  entertaining. 

*  Job  xxiv.  8. 

t  The  following  account  of  tliis  appearance  is  taken  from  the  Boston  News-Lctter, 
of  March  14,  17-20. 

'•  Tiie  late  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  December  1 1,  is  the  first  of  the 
kind  that  is  known  to  have  been  seen  in  New-England,  and  was  at  the  same  time  ob- 
served throughout  the  country.  Some  say  it  was  seen  at  three  several  times,  viz,  at 
eight,  twelve,  and  again  toward  morning.  The  account  of  some,  is,  of  a  cloud  lying 
Jengthway,  toward  the  northwest  and  northeast  ;  from  tlie  ends  of  which  arose  two 
clouds,  ascending  to. vard  the  iniddle  of  the  heavens,  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almost 
meeting  each  other,  then  descending  toward  the  place  whence  they  arose.  Theairwa* 
light  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  sun  set,  or  before  sun  rise  ;  and  some  saw  lights, 
somethin;;;  like  shooting  stars,  streaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  seen  in  our 
towns  all  along  ;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts,  may  in  part  proceed  from  this,  thap 
.some  saw  only  one,  others  another  of  its  appearances." 

%  If  any  person  would  have  a  precise  idea  of  the  sound,  caused  by  the  flashing  of 
?hc  aurora  bijrealis^  let  him  hold  a  silk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  in  one  hand,  and  with 
the  thumb  and  finger  of  the  ot'ier  hand,  make  a  quick  stroke  along  its  edge. 

Mr.  Heirneiiiius  journey  to  the  northern  ocean  says,  that  he  has  frequently  heard 
ihe  northetn  lights  "make  a  rustling  and  crackling  noise,  like  tlie  waving  of  a  large  flag 
m  a  fresh  gale  of  v>ind," — Page  2Q4,  4 to  edition. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  25 

CHAP.  III. 

Face  rj' the  Country. — Sea  coast. — Mountains. 

A  HE  whole  extent  of  the  fea  coaft,  from 
the  fouthern  boundary,  to  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua 
harbour,  is  about  eighteen  miles.  The  fhore  is 
moftly  a  fandy  beach,  within  which  are  fait  marfh- 
CR,  interfected  by  creeks.  There  are  feveral  coves 
for  fi  hing  veffsls  ;  but  the  only  harbour  for  fliips, 
is  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is 
rocky.  Some  ledges  and  points  of  rocks,  are  fituate 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  harbour,  off  Rye  ;  but  there 
is  no  remarkable  head  land  on  the  coaft.  Two  bluffs 
only  appear,  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  beach, 
which  are  called  the  great  and  little  Boar's  heads  ; 
thele  are  in  the  town  of  Hamoton. 

The  remarkable  mountain,  Agamentlcus, lies  about 
four  leagues  north  of  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua, 
and  there  are  three  infei'ior  fummits,  known  by  the 
name  of  Froft's  hills,  at  a  lefs  diftance,  on  the  N.  W. 
Thefe  are  fituate  within  the  County  of  York,  formerly 
called  the  Province  of  Maine  ;  but  from  the  fea,  no 
remarkable  high  lands  appear,  which  are  within  the 
limits  of  New-Hamp(hire,  nearer  than  twenty  or 
thirty  miles.  The  firft  ridge  is  continued  through 
the  towns  of  Rochefter,  Barrington  and  Nottingham, 
and  the  feveral  fummits  are  diflinguilhed  by  differ- 
ent names,  as  Teneriffe,  Saddleback,  Tuckaway, 
&c.  but  the  general  name  is  the  Blue  Hills.  Be- 
yond thefe,  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  major, 
Moofe  mountain,  &c.  thefe  are  not  in  a  continued 
range,  but  detached  ;  between  them  are  many  fmall- 
er  elevations,  fome  of  which  are,  and  others  are  not 
diftindly  named.     Farther  back  the  mountains  rife 

.      D 
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higher,  and  among  the  third  range,  Chocorua,  OiKi- 
py  and  Kyariarge,  claim  the  preeminence.  Beyond 
tliefe,  is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  commonly  called 
the  height  of  land,  bccaufe  it  feparates  the  branches^ 
of  the  river  Conne6licut,  from  thofe  of  Merrimack. 
In  this  ridge  is  the  Grand  Monadnock,  twenty-two- 
miles  eaft  of  the  river  Connedlicut,  and  ten  miles 
north  of  the  fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty  miles 
north  of  this,  lies  Sunnapce  mountain,  and  forty 
eight  miles  farther,  in  the  fi.me  direction,  is  JVlooihc- 
lock.  The  ridge  then  is  continued,  northeafterly, 
dividing  the  v/aters  of  the  river  Connecticut  from 
thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin.  Here  the  moun- 
tains rife  much  higher,  and  the  moft  elevated  fum- 
mits  in  this  range,  are  the  White  mountains. 

Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  according 
to  the  nature  of  their  exterior  furface,  the  feafon 
of  the  year,  and  the  diftance  of  the  obferver.  They 
are  all  covered  v/ith  v^ood,  the  final  ler  ones  wholly, 
the  larger  have  bald  fummits,  which  appear  white, 
as  long  as  the  fnow  remains  ;  but  at  other  times, 
YRry  their  colour  according  to  the  diftance  of  the 
obferver.  If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  of  the 
grey  colour  of  the  rock,  and  the  farther  he  recedes, 
their  appearance  is  a  paler  blue,  till  it  becoiTies  near- 
ly of  the  colour  of  the  flcy.  The  woody  parts  of 
mountains  when  viewed  at  a  fmall  diftance,  are 
green,  at  a  greater  difta;nce,  blue.  From  fom.e  fa- 
vorable fituations,  all  thefe  varieties  may  be  feen  at 
once  ;  mountains  of  different  ihades,  textures  and 
elevations,  are  prefented  to  the  eye  of  the  curious 
obferver. 

The  wood  on  thefe  mountains,  is  of  various 
kinds  but  they  have  all  more  or  lefs  of  the  ever- 
greens, as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock  and  fir,  intermixed 
with  fhrubs  and  vines.  It  is  univerfallv  obferved 
that  trees   of  every  kind  diminilli  in  their  iize  to- 
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•ward  the  fummit ;  many  of  them,  though  fhort,  ap- 
pear to  be  very  aged.  On  fome  mountains  we  find 
a  Ihrubbery  of  hemlock  and  fpruce,  whofe  branches 
are  knit  together  fo  as  to  be  impenetrable.  The 
fnow  lodges  on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity  is  formed 
underneath.  Thefe  are  called  by  the  Indians,  Hak- 
mantaks. 

On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  the  highefl  mountains, 
are  fmall  collections  of  water,  a.nd  on  others  marfliy 
fpots,  which  are  frequented  by  aquatic  birds.  The 
roads  over  these  mountains  which  are  pafFable,  are 
frequently  wet  and  miry,  while  the  valleys  below 
are  dry.  About  two  or  three  feet  under  the  fur- 
face  of  the  mountain,  is  a  firm  earth,  called  the  pan, 
which  is  impenetrable  by  water  ;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil,  or  for- 
med into  fprings  and  brooks.  This  soil  is  made  by 
the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and  wood,  the  growth  of 
pafl  ages. 

We  frequently  obferve  large  rocks  detached  from 
the  mountains,  fome  of  them  fo  diflant  from 
the  bafe,  that  they  could  not  have  rolled  thither  but 
in  fome  convulfion  of  the  earth.  Smaller  mafles 
are  frequently  diilodged  by  the  thawing  of  the 
ground  in  the  fpring,  after  it  has  been  heaved  up 
by  the  froft.  In  the  year  1746,  a  party  who  were 
ranging  the  woods,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
White  mountains,  on  a  warm  day,  in  the  month  of 
March,  were  alarmed  with  a  repeated  noife,  which 
they  fuppofed  to  be  the  firing  of  guns.  On  further 
fearch,  they  found  it  to  be  caufed  by  rocks,  falling 
from  the  fouth  fide  of  a  fteep  mountain.* 

Mountainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be  mod 
fubjedl  to  earthquakes  ;  and  the  nearer  any  lands 
are   to   mountains,  it  may  be  expected  that  thefe 

*  Letter  gf  Walter  Bryent,  Esq.  who  was  one  of  the  pstfty. 
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commotions  will  be  more  frequent.  New-England  has 
never  been  viiited  with  dellructive  earthquakes  j  but 
more  fhocks  have  been  obferved  in  its  northern  than 
in  its  fouthern  parts.  After  the  great  ihocks  in  i7i:7 
and  1 755,  which  were  perceived  through  a  great  part 
of  the  continent,  fmaller  lliocks  were  more  frequent 
in  New-Hampfliire  than  at  Bofton.  From  1765  to 
1*774,  fcarcely  a  year  palTcd  without  fome repetition; 
from  that  time  to  1783,  none  Vv^ere  obferved  ;  and 
there  have  been  but  two  or  three  fince. 

Several  phenomena  refpecting  tlie  larger  moun- 
tains, afford  matter  of  amufcment  ;  and  fome  are 
of  real  ufe.  People  who  live  near  them,  humour- 
oully  if  yle  the  mountains  their  almanack,  becaufe, 
by  the  afcent  and  attraction  of  vapors,  they  can 
form  a  judgment  of  the  weather.  If  a  cloud  is  at^ 
tracted  by  a  mountain,  and  hovers  on  its  top,  they 
predict  rain  ;  and  if  after  rain,  the  mountain  con- 
tinues capped,  they  expect  a  repetition  of  fliovcers. 
A  ilorm  is  preceded  for  feveral  hours,  by  a  roaring 
of  the  mountain,  which  ma.y  be  heard  ten  or  tvv^elve 
mdes.  This  is  frequently  obferved  by  people  who 
live  near  the  grand  Monadnock.  It  is  alfo  fiid, 
that  when  there  is  a  perfetl  calm  on  the  fouth  fide, 
there  is  fometimes  a  farious  w4nd  on  the  north, 
which  drives  the  fnow,  fo  that  it  is  feen.  whirling 
far  above  the  trees. "'^ 

The  town  of  Moultonborough  lies  under  the  S, 
W.  liie  of  the  great  Oifipy  mountain  ;  and  it  is 
there  obferved,  that  in  a  N.  E.  Ilorm,  '  the  wind 
'  falls  over  the  mountain,  like  water  over  a  dam  ; 
'  and  with  luch  a  force  as  frequently  to  unroof  the 
*  houfes.'f 

The  altitude  of  this  mountain,  has  not  been  af- 
certained  ;  but  that  of  the  grand  Monadnock  was 
meafured   in    1780,   by   James  Winthrop,  Elq.  by 

*Ainswprtli>  MS,  ktter,  t  Shaw's  MS,  letter. 
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means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table  of  correfpond- 
ing  heights,  in  Martin's  Fhllofophia  Britanicu'^,  At 
the  bafe,  on  tlie  north  fide,  the  barometer  being  at 
28,4,  gave  an  elevation  of  i  o95  feet.  At  tiie  upper 
Q^i'^'^  of  the  wood,  it  was  ^27,0,  w^hich  denoted  i(>82 
feet  ;  and  at  the  higheft  point  of  the  rock,  i'6,4, 
which  announced  an  elevation  of  3254  ftet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  bafe  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles  in 
diameter,  from  north  to  fouth  ;  and  about  three, 
from  eafl  to  well.  Its  fummit  is  a  bald  rock  ;  on 
fome  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of  broken  rocks  ; 
and  on  the  fides  are  fome  appearances  of  the  explo- 
fion  of  fubterraneous  fires. 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved  on  a 
mountain,  in  the  townfliip  of  Cheiterfield,  adjoining 
Coi:ne(5licut  river,  called  Weft  rivef  mountain.  A- 
bout  the  year  i7oO,  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Bummer, 
diilant  four  miles,  was  alarm.ed  with  frequent  ex- 
plofions,  and  with  columns  of  fire  and  fnioke,  emit- 
ted from  the  mountain.  The  like  appearances  have 
been  obferved  at  various  times  fince  ;  particularly, 
one  in  1752,  was  the  mod  violert  of  any.  There 
are  two  places,  w^here  the  rocks  bear  marks  of  hav- 
ing been  heated  and  calcined.  A  company  of  Y^-V" 
fons  having  conceived  a  notion  of  precious  metals 
being  contained  in  this  miountain,  have  penetrated 
it  in  various  directions  ;  and  have  found  further 
evidences  of  internal  fires  ;  particularly  a  large 
quantity  oi  fcoi'i^d^  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  ad- 
hering to  the  rocks.  1  he  only  valuable  efie(5l  of 
their  indufiry,  is  the  difcovery  of  a  fine,  foft,  yellow 
earth,  which  when  burned,  is  changed  into  a  brown 
pigment  ;  and  another  of  the  colour  of  the  peach 
bloflbm.  1  here  is  alfo  obferved  on  the  earth,  which 
has  been  thrown  out,  a  white  incruilation,  which 
has  the  tafte  of  nitre.     The  top  of  the  mountaiu  is 

«  Val.  n.  page  1 32.  N  • 
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an  area,  of  about  twenty  rods  fquare,  wliich  is  hoi* 
low  ;  and  in  a  wet  feafbn,  is  filled  with  water,  as  is 
common  on  the  tops  of  mountains  ;  but  there  is  no 
appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  peculiar  to  volca- 
nos.  Under  the  mountain,  are  many  fragments  of 
rock,  which  have  fallen  from  it ;  but  whether  by 
explolions,  or  any  other  convullions,  or  by  force  of 
the  froft,  cannot  be  afcertained.  An  account  of 
thefe  appearances  was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  arts 
and  fciences,  by  the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Hinf- 
dale.*  Since  which,  it  is  faid,  that  the  noife  has 
been  again  heard  ;  but  in  a  late  vifit  to  the  moun- 
tain, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  lign  of  any  recent 
exploiion,  could  be  difcovered  ;  nor  can  any  thing 
be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  has  written  on  the 
fubjed.t 

*  MemoirsVgl.  1,  page  312.  i^  Gay'a  MS,  ktter  Get.  29,  i79Q., 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Particular  Descrijitlon  of  the  Uliite  Mountains.  \ 

From  the  earllefl  fettlement  of  the  coun- 
try, the  White  mountains  have  attradled  the  atten- 
tion of  all  forts  of  perfons.  They  are  undoubtedly 
the  highefb  land  in  New-England,  and  in  clear  wea- 
ther, are  difcovered  before  any  other  land,  by  veffels 
coming  in  to  the  eaflern  coaft  ;  but  by  reafon  of 
their  white  appearance,  are  frequently  miflaken  for 
clouds.  They  are  viiible  on  the  land  at  the  diftance 
of  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth  and  foutheafl  fides  ; 
they  appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  northeafly 
and  it  is  faid,  they  are  feen  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Chamble  and  Quebec.  The  Indians  gave  theni 
the  name  of  Agiocochook  :  They  had  a  very  ancient 
tradition  that  their  country  was  once  drowned,  with 
all  its  inhabitants,  except  one  Powaw  and  his  wife, 
who,  forefeeing  the  flood,  fled  to  thefe  mountains, 
where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  from  them  the 
country  was  re-peopled.*  They  had  a  fuperflitious 
veneration  for  the  fummit,  as  the  habitation  of  in- 
viiible  beings  ;  they  never  ventured  to  afcend  it,  and 
always  endeavoured  to  diiTuade  every  one  from  the 
attempt.  From  them,  and  the  captives,  whom  they 
fometimes  led  to  Canada,  through  the  pafTes  of  thefe 
mountains,  many  fictions  have  been  propagated, 
which  have  given  rife  to  marvellous  and  incredible 
fhories  ;  particularly,  it  has  been  reported,  that  at 
immenfe  and  inacceffible  heights,  there  have  been 
feen  carbuncles,  which  are  fuppofed  to  appear  lu- 
minous in  the  night.     Some  writers,  who  have  at- 

•  Josselyn's  voj-aje  to  New-England,  p,  I?5. 
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tempted  to  give  an  account  of  tliefe  mountains,  have 
afcribed  the  whicenefs  of  them,  to  ihining  rocks, 
or  a  kind  of  white  m  jfs  ;  and  the  highefb  funimit 
has  been  deemed  inacceiTible,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
treme cold,  which  threatens  to  freeze  the  traveller, 
in  the  midft  or  fammer. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed  her 
works  OQ  a  large  fcale,  and  prefented  to  view,  many 
objedls  which  do  not  ordinarily  occur.  A  perfon 
who  is  unacquainted  with  a  mountainous  country, 
cannot,  upon  his  firfc  coming  into  it,  make  an  ade- 
quate judgment  of  heights  and  difbances  ;  he  will 
imagine  every  thing  to  be  nearer  and  lefs  than  it 
really  is,  until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  correct 
his  appreheniions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the 
masrnitude  and  iituation  of  the  ob;e(5ls  around  him. 
When  amazement  is  excited  by  the  grandeur  and 
fublimiry  of  the  fcenes  prefented  to  view,  it  is  necef- 
fiiry  to  curb  the  imagination,  and  exercife  judgment 
with  mathematical  precifion  ;  or  the  temptation  to 
romance  will  be  invincible. 

The  Yv^hite  mountains  are  the  mofl  elevated  part 
of  a  ridge,  which  extends  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  to  an  im- 
menfe  diftance.  The  area  of  their  bafe,  is  an  irreg- 
ular figure,  the  whole  circuit  of  which,  is  not  lefs 
than  iixty  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  witiiin 
this  area,  cannot  at  prefent  be  afcertained,  the  coun- 
try round  them  being  a  thick  wildernefs.  The 
greatefl  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once,  is  at 
Dartmouth,  on  the  N.  W.  Ude,  where  feven  fummits 
appear  at  one  view,  of  wdiich  four  are  bald.  Of 
thefe,  the  three  highefl:  are  the  moil  diftant,  being 
on  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  clufter  ;  one  of  thefe  is  the 
mountain  which  makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance 
all  along  the  fliore  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  Maffa- 
chufetts :  It  has  lately  been  diftinguiihed  by  the 
name  of  Mo ?mf  WASHINGTOK 
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To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain,  there  is  a 
continual  afcent  of  twelve  miles,  from  the  plain  of 
Pigv/acket,  which  brings  the  traveller  to  the  height 
of  land,  between  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers.  At 
this  height  there  is  a  level  of  about  a  mile  fquare, 
part  of  which  is  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond, 
with  a  dam  at  each  end.  Here,  though  elevated 
more  than  three  thouland  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea,  the  traveller  finds  himfelf  in  a  deep  valley.  On 
the  eaft  is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which  iifue  feve- 
ral  fprings,  one  of  which  is  the  fountain  oF  Ellis 
river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which  runs  fouth  ;  another 
of  Peabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which 
runs  north.  From  this  meadow,  toward  the  weft, 
there  is  an  uninterrupted  afcent,  on  a  ridge,  between 
two  deep  gullies,  to  the  fummit  of  Mount  Waihing- 
ton. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  fhaded  by  a 
thick  growth  of  fpruce  and  fir.  The  furface  is  com- 
pofed  of  rocks,  covered  with  very,  long  green  mofs, 
which  extends  from  one  rock  to  another,  and  is,  in 
many  places,  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  bear  a  man's 
weight.  This  immenfe  bed  of  mofs,  ferves  as  a 
fponge,  to  retain  the  moifture  brought  by  the  clouds 
and  vapours,  which  are  frequently  rifing  and  gath- 
ering round  the  mountains  ;  the  thick  growth  of 
wood,  prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun  from  penetrat- 
ing to  exhale  it ;  fo  that  there  is  a  conftant  fupply 
of  water  depofited  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  and 
ififuing  in  the  form  of  fprings,  from  every  part  of 
the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of  the  moun- 
tain, are,  in  fome  parts,  flate,  in  others,  flint  ;  fome 
fpecimens  of  rock  chryftal  have  been  found,  but  of 
no  great  value.  No  lime  ftone  has  yet  been  difcov- 
ered,  though  the  moft  likely  rocks  have  been  tried 
with  aquafortis.     There  is  one   precipice,  on  th« 
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eaflern  fide,  not  only  completely  perpendicular,  but 
compoled  of  fquare  ftones,  as  regukr  as  a  piece  o-f 
inafonry  ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high,  and  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  in  length.  The  upper  mod  rocks  of 
the  mountain,  are  the  comm.on  quartz,  of  a  dark 
grey  colour ;  when  broken,  they  lliew  very  fmall 
fliining  fpecks,  but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on 
the  exterior  part.  The  eaflern  fide  of  the  mountain^ 
rifes  in  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  and  requires  fix  or 
feven  hours  of  hard  labour  to  afcend  it.  Many  of 
the  precipices  are  fo  fleep,  as  to  oblige  the  travcilet 
to  ufe  his  hands,  as  well  as  feet,  and  to  hold  by  the 
trees,  which  diniinifli  in  fize,  till  they  degenerate  to 
Ihrubs  and  bullies  ;  above  thefe,  are  low  vines,  fome 
bearing  red,  and  others  blue  berries,  and  the  upper- 
moil  vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  called  winter- 
grafs,  mixed  with  the  mofs  of  the  rocks.* 

Having  furrnounted  the  upper  and  fleepsfl  preci- 
pice, there  is  a  large  area,  called  the  plain.  It  is  a 
dry  heath,   compoled  of  rocks   covered  with  mofs, 

*  "  At  the  base  of  the  summit  of  Mount  Washington,  the  limits  of  vegetation  may 
witli  propriety  be  fixed.  There  are  indeed,  on  some  of  the  rocks,  even  to  their  apices 
scattered  specks  of  a  mossy  appearance  ;  but  I  conceive  tliem  to  be  extraneous  substan- 
ces, accidentally  adhering  to  thei-ocks,  for  I  could  not  discover,  with  n:y  botanical  mi- 
croscope, any  part  of  that  plant  regularly  formed.  The  limits  of  vegetation  at  the  base 
of  this  summit,  are  as  well  defined  as  that  between  the  woods  and  the  ball  or  mossy 
part.  So  striking  is  the  appearance,  that  at  a  considerable  distance,  the  mind  is  impress- 
ed with  an  idea,  that  vegetation  extends  no  further  than  a  line,  as  well  defined  as  the 
penumbra  and  shadow,  in  a  lunar  eclipse.  The  stones  I  have  by  me,  from  the  summit, 
Lave  nottlie  smallest  appearance  of  moss  upon  thenv 

"  niere  is  evidently  theappearance  of  three  zones — 1,  the  woods — 2,  the  bald  mossy 
part — 3,  the  part  above  vegetation.  The  same  appearance  has  been  obser^'ed  on  the 
Alps,  and  a'l  other  higii  mountains. 

"  I  recollect  no  grass  on  the  plain.  The  spaces  between  the  rocks  in  the  second  zone, 
and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with  spruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  have  been  growing  ever 
since  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  greater  height  than  three 
or  four  inches,  but  their  spreading  tops  are  so  thick  and  strong,  as  to  support  the  weight 
of  a  man,  without  yielding  in  the  smallest  degree.  The  sno'.\s  and  winds  keeping  the 
surface  even  with  the  general  surface  of  the  rocks.  In  many  p'aces,  on  the  sides,  we 
could  get  glades  of  this  growth,  some  rods  in  extent,  wljen  we  could,  by  sitti)ig  down  on 
our  feet,  slide  the  whole  length.  The  tops  of  the  growth  of  wood  were  so^thick  and 
firm,  :is  to  bear  us  currently,  a  considerable  distance,  before  we  arrived  a  t  the  utmost 
boundaries,  which  were  almost  as  well  defined  as  the  water  on  the  shore  of  a  pond.  The 
tops  of  the  wood,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  shorn  off,  exhibiting  a  smooth  sur- 
face, from  their  upper  li.^:its,  to  a  great  distance  down  the  mountain." 

MS.  of  Dr.  Cutkr. 
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and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  pafture,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Vv-inter  feafon.     In   fonie   openings, 
between  the   rocks,  there  are  fprings   of  water,  in 
others  dry  gravel.     Here  the  grous   or  heath   bird 
reforts,  and  is  generally  out  of  danger  ;  feveral  of 
them  were  iliot  by  fome  travellers  in  October,  1774. 
The  extent    of  this   plain    is  uncertain  ;  from  the 
eaftern  fide,  to  the  foot  of  the  pinnacle,  or  fugar- 
loaf,  it  is  nearly  le^/el,  and  it  may  be  walked  over 
in  lefs  than  an  hour.     The  fugar  loaf,  is  a  pyrami- 
dal heap  of  grey  rocks,  which,  in  fome  places,  are 
formed  like  winding  fteps.     This  pinnacle  has  been 
afcended   in  one   hour  and  a  half.     The  traveller 
having  gained  the  fummit,  is   recompenfed  for  his 
toil,  if  the  iky  be  ferene,  with  a  moft  noble  and  ex- 
ten  five  profpedl.     On  the  S.  E.  fide,  there  is  a  view 
of  the  Atla-.itic  ocean,  the  nearefl  part  of  which,  is 
fixty-five   miles,   in  a  direcfl  line.       On  the  W.  and 
N.  the  profpecft  is  bounded  by  the  high  lands,  which 
feparate  the  waters  of  Connecticut  and  Amarifcog- 
gin  rivers,  from   thofe  of  Lake  Champlain  and  St. 
Lawience.   On  the  fouth, it  extends  to  the  fouthern- 
moil  mountains   of  New-Hamplhire,  comprehend- 
ing a  view  of  the  Lake  Winipifeogee.     On   every 
fide  of  thefe  mountains,  ai  e  long  winding  gullies, 
beginning  at  the  precipice   below   the  plain  ;    and 
deepening    in  the  defcent.       In  winter,   the    fnow 
lodges  in  thefe  gullies  ;  and   being  driven,  by  the 
N.  W.  and  N.  E.  wind,  from  the  top,  is  deepefl  in 
thofe  which   are  fituated  on  the  foutherly  fide.     It 
is  obferved  to  lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  the  fouth, 
than  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  which  is  the  cafe  with  many- 
other  hills  in  New-Hampfliire. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcended  the  highefl 
mountain,  on  the  N.  W.  part,  April  29th,  1725, 
found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  that  fide  ;  the  fum- 
mit was  almofl  bare  of  fnow,  though  covered  with 


36  HISTORY    OF 

white  frofl  and  ice,  and  a  fmall  pond  of  water,  near 
the  top,  was  hard  frozen. 

In  1774,  fome  men,  who  were  making  a  road 
through  the  eaftern  pafs  of  the  mountain,  afcended 
the  mountain  to  the  fummit,  on  the  6th  of  June,  and 
on  the  fouth  fide,  in  one  of  the  deep  guUies,  found 
a  body  of  fnow  thirteen  feet  deep,  and  fo  hard,  as  to 
bear  them.  On  the  19'ch  of  the  fame  month,  fome 
of  the  fime  party  afcended  again,  and  in  the  fame 
ipot,  the  fnow  was  five  feet  deep.  In  the  firlt  week 
of  September,  1783,  two  men,  who  attempted  to  af- 
cend  the  mountain,  found  the  bald  top  fo  covered 
with  fnow  and  ice,  then  newly  formed,  that  they 
could  not  reach  the  fummit ;  but  this  does  not  hap- 
pen every  year  fo  foon  ;  for  the  mountain  has  been 
afcended  as  late  as  the  firfl  week  in  October,  when 
no  fnow  was  upon  it ;  and  though  the  mountains  be- 
gin to  be  coveredj  at  times,  with  fiiow,  as  early  as» 
September,  yet  it  goes  off  again,  and  feldom  gets  fix- 
ed till  the  end  of  October,  or  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember ;  butfiom  that  time  it  remains  till  July.* 
In  the  year  1 784,  i'now  was  feen  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  largefl  mountain,  till  the  12th  of  July  ;  in  1790, 
it  lay  till  the  month  of  Augufl. 

*  The  following  is  a  journal  of  the  appearances  of  the  mountain,   in    the  aututnnal 
months  of  1784,  obsei  vet!  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haven,  of  Rochester,  whose  house  is  in  plain 
view  of  the  south  side  of  the  mountain,  distant  about  sixty  miles. 
Sept.  17  and  18,  a  N.  t.  storm  of  rain. 
20,  Mountain  appeared  white. 
22,  Of  a  pale  blue. 
Oct.  Sand  4, Rain,  succeeded  by  frost. 
5,  Mountain  white. 
8   Of  a  pale  blue. 
9,  White  at  the  west  end. 
10,  White  in  the  morning,  most  part  blue  P.  M; 
♦22  and  24,  Blue. 

28,  White  at  the  west  end,  the  rest  blue. 
Nov.  2,  A  spot  of  white  at  the  west  end. 

4,  Uniformly  white. 

5,  Very  white. 

From  this  time,  to  the  23d,  when  the  weather  was  clear  enough  to  see  so  far,  the  low(U' 
part  of  the  mouniaiii  app  nred  very  white  ;    the  summit  involved  in  squally  clouds. 
N.  B.  the  west  end  is  tire  highest  part. 
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During  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten  montlis,  the 
mountains  exhibit  more  or  lefs  of  that  bright  ap- 
pearance, from  whicii  they  are  denominated  white. 
In  the  I'pring,  when  the  fnow  is  partly  diflblved, 
they  appear  of  a  pale  blue,  ftreaked  with  white  ; 
and  after  it  is  wholly  gone,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty 
miles,  they  are  altogether  of  the  fame  pale  blue, 
nearly  approaching  a  flcy  colour  ;  while  at  the  fame 
time,  viewed  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  or  lefs, 
they  appear  of  the  proper  colour  of  the  rock.  Thefe 
changes  are  obferved  by  the  people  who  live  within 
conftant  view  of  them  ;  and  from  thefe  fadls  and. 
obfervations,  it  may  with  certainty  be  concluded, 
that  the  whitenefs  of  them  is  wholly  caufed  by  the 
fnow,  and  not  by  any  other  white  fubftance,  for  in 
fa (51,  there  is  none.  There  are  indeed  in  the  fum- 
mer  monchs,  fome  ftreaks,  vv^hich  appear  brighter 
than  other  parts  ;  but  thefe,  when  viewed  attentive- 
ly with  a  telefcope,  are  plainly  difcerned  to  be  the 
edges  or  the  fides  of  the  long  deep  gullies,  enlight- 
ened by  the  fun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  ftiaded 
fides  of  the  lame ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  thefe 
fpots  may  be  fecn  to  vary,  according  to  the  poiition 
of  the  fun. 

A  company  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe  mountains 
in  July,  1784,  with  a  view  to  make  particular  ob- 
fervations on  the  feveral  phenomena  which  might 
occur.  It  happened,  unfortunately,  that  thick 
clouds  covered  the  mountains  almoft  the  whole 
time,  fo  that  fome  of  the  inftruments,  which,  with 
much  labour,  they  had  carried  up,  were  rendered 
ufelefs.  Thefe  were  a  fextant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftru- 
ment  for  afcertaining  the  bearings  of  diftant  objecfls, 
a  barometer,  a  thermometer  and  feveral  others  for 
different  purpofes.  In  the  barometer,  the  mercury 
ranged  at  22,^,  and  the  thermometer  ftood  at  44 
degrees.     It  was  their  intention  to  have  placed  one 


38  HISTORY  or 

of  each  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top,  for  the 
pm'pofe  of  making  correfponding  obfervations  ;  but 
they  were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
journey,  through  the  rugged  roads  and  thick  woods  ; 
and  the  barometer,  which  was  carried  to  the  fum- 
mit,  had  fuffered  fo  much  agitation,  that  an  allow- 
ance was  neceifary  to  be  made,  in  calculating 
the  height  of  the  mountain,  which  was  computed 
in  round  numbers,  at  five  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
feet  above  the  meadow,  in  the  valley  below,  and 
nearly  ten  thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.* 
They  intended  to  have  made  a  geometrical  menfur- 
ation  of  the  altitude  ;  but  in  the  meadow,  they 
could  not  obtain  a  bafe  of  fufiicient  length,  nor  iee 
the  fummit  of  the  fugar  loaf;  and  in  another  place, 
where  thefe  inconveniences  vfere  removed,  they 
were  prevented  by  the  almofl  continual  obfcuration 
of  the  mountains,  by  clouds. 

Their  exercife,  in  afcencling  the  mountain,  was 
fo  violent,  that  when  Docfbor  Cutler,  who  carried 
the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bofom,  the  mer- 
cury flood  at  fever  heat,  but  it  foon  fell  to  44*^,  and 
by  the  time  that  he  Iiad  adjufted  his  barometer  and 
thermometer,  the  cold  had  nearly  deprived  him  of 
the  ufe  of  his  fingers.  On  the  uppermofl  rock,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Little  began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  fo  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave  the 
inftruments  to  Col.  Whipple,  who  finiflied  the  let- 
ters. Under  a  ftone,  they  left  a  plate  of  lead,  on 
which  their  names  were  engraven.  The  fun  flione 
clear  while  they  were  paffing  over  the  plain,  but 
immediately  after  their  arrival  at  the  highefh  fum- 

*  This  computation  was  made  by  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler.  Subsequent  observations 
and  calculations  have  in;hiced  the  author  to  l^elieve  the  computation  of  his  inojenious 
friend  too  moderate,  and  he  is  persuaded,  tliat  v.lienever  the  mountain  can  be  measured 
witli  the  requisite  precision,  it  will  be  found  to  et^ceed  ten  thousajid  feet,  of  ixfrpendi^ii" 
fcr  altitude,  above  the  level  ef  ihe  ocean. 
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mlt,  they  had  the  mortificatioii  to  be  inveloped  in 
a  deiile  cloud,  which  came  up  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  mountain.  This  unfortunate  circumftance,  pre- 
vented their  making  any  farther  ufe  of  their  inftru- 
mencs.  Being  thus  involved,  as  they  were  defcend- 
ing  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long,  deep  gullies, 
not  being  able  to  fee  to  the  bottom,  on  a  fudden, 
their  pilot  flipped,  and  was  gone  out  of  fight, 
though  happily,  without  any  other  damage,  than 
tearing  his  clothes.  This  accident  obliged  them  to 
ftop.  When  they  turned  their  eyes  upward,  they 
were  aftonifhed  at  the  immenfe  depth  and  fleep- 
ncfs  of  the  place,  which  they  had  defcended  by 
fixing  their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the 
rock,  and  found  it  impracticable  to  reafcend  the 
fiime  way  ;  but  having  difcovered  a  winding  gully, 
of  a  more  gradual  afcent,  in  this  they  got  up  to  the 
plain,  and  then  came  down  on  the  eaftern  fide  ;  this 
deep  gully,  v/as  on  the  S.  E.  From  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  is  more  practica- 
ble and  fiife,  to  afcend  or  defcend  on  the  ridges,  than 
in  the  gullies  of  the  mountain. 

Thefe  vafi:  and  irregular  heights,  being  copioufly 
repleniflied  with  water,  exhibit  a  great  variety  of 
beautiful  cafcades  ;  fome  of  which  fall  in  a  perpen- 
dicular fiieet  or  fpout,  others  are  winding  and  Slop- 
ing, others  fpread,  and  form  a  bafon  in  the  rock, 
and  then  gufli  in  a  cataract  over  its  edge.  A  poet- 
ic fancy  may  find  full  gratification  amidfl:  thefe  wild 
and  rugged  fcenes,  if  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the 
fatigue  of  the  approach.  Almoft  every  thing  in  na- 
ture, which  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of  infpiring 
ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful,  is  here  realized. 
Aged  mountains,  flupendous  elevations,  rolling 
clouds,  impending  rocks,  verdant  woods,  chryflal 
llreams,the  gentle  rill,  and  the  roaring  torrent,  all 
confpire  to  amaze,  to  foothe  and  to  enrapture. 
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On  tlie  weftern  part  of  thefe  monntains  is  a  pafs, 
commonly  called  the  notch,  vvrhlch,  in  the  narrowetl 
part,  meaiures  but  twenty-two  feet,  between  two 
perpendicular  rocks.  From  the  height  above  it,  a 
brook  defcends,  and  meanders  through  a  meadow, 
formerly  a  beaver  pond.  It  is  furroundcd  by  rocks, 
which,  on  one  iide,  are  perpendicular,  and  on  the 
others,  rife  in  an  angle  of  forty- five  degrees — a  fbrik- 
ingly  picturefque  fcene  !  This  defile  was  known  to 
the  Indians,  vdio  formerly  led  their  captives  through 
it  to  Canada ;  but  it  had  been  forgotten  or  neglect- 
ed, till  the  year  1771,  when  two  hunters  pafTed 
through  it,  and  from  their  report,  the  proprietors  of 
lands,  on  the  northern  parts  of  Connecticut  river, 
formed  the  plan  of  a  road  through  it,  to  the  upper 
Cohos,  from  which  it  is  diflant  twenty-five  miles. 
Along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  meadow,  under  the  per- 
pendicular rock,  is  a  caufeway,  of  large  logs,  funk 
into  the  mud  by  rocks,  blown  with  gunpowder, 
from  the  mountain.  On  this  foundation,  is  con- 
flrucied  a  road,  which  pafles  through  the  narrow 
defile,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  ineadow,  leaving  a 
paiTage  for  the  rivulet,  which  glides  along  the  weft- 
ern fide.  This  rivulet,  is  the  head  of  the  river  Saco  ; 
and  on  the  north  fide  of  the  meadow,  at  a  little  dis- 
tance, is  another  brook,  which  is  the  head  of  Amo- 
noofuck,  a  large  branch  of  Connecticut  river.  The 
latitude  of  this  place,  is  44^  12',  N. 

The  rivulet,  which  gives  rife  to  Saco,  defcends 
towards  the  fouth  ;  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
defile,  its  waters  are  augmented  by  two  ftreams  from 
|the  left,  one  of  which  defcends  in  a  trench  of  two 
feet  wide,  and  is  called  the  flume,  from  the  near  re- 
femblance  which  it  bears  to  an  arcifi^cial  flume.  O- 
ver  thefe  are  thrown  ftrong  bridges  ;  and  the  whole 
conilruction  of  this  road,  is  firm  and  durable  ;  much 
labour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the  net  pro- 
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ceeds  of  a  conx^fcared  eilate,  were  applied,  to  defray 
the  expeiife.  In  the  dsfsent,  the  pals  widens,  and 
the  fcream  increafes  ;  but  for  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
the  notch,  the  mountains  on.  each  lide  are  io  near, 
as  to  leave  room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales ; 
which  are  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  defcent,  feveral  curious  objects  prefent 
themfelves  to  view.  On  the  fide  of  one  mountain, 
is  a  projection,  refembling  a  fhelf,  on  which  (land 
four  large  fquare  rocks,  in  a  form  refembling  as 
many  huge  folio  volumes.  In  two  or  three  places, 
at  immenfe  heights,  and  perfectly  inacceffible,  ap- 
pear rocks,  of  a  white  and  red  hue,  the  furfare  of 
which  is  poliihed,  like  a  mirror,  by  the  conlfant 
trickling  of  water  over  tlicm.  Thefe  being  expofed 
to  the  v/eif  and  fouth,  are  capable,  in  the  night,  of 
reflecting  the  moon  and  flar  beams  to  the  wonder- 
ing traveller  irf  the  deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by 
the  help  of  imagination,  are  fuihcient  to  give  rifj  to 
the  fiction  of  carbuncles. 

To  encompafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads  are 
laid  out,  through  the  eaftern  and  weiiern  pailes,  and 
round  the  northern  fide  of  the  whole  duller,  it  is 
necelfary  to  travel  more  than  feventy  miles,  and  to 
ford  eight  confiderable  rivers,  befide  many  fmaller 
ftreams.  The  dillance  between  the  heads  of  rivers, 
which  purfue  fuch  difiorent  courfes,  from  this  im- 
menfe elevation,  and  wdiich  fall  into  the  fea,  ib  ma- 
ny hundered  miles  afunder,  is  fo  fmall,  that  a  trav- 
eller may,  in  the  courfe  of  one  day,  drink  the  wa- 
ters of  Saco,  Amarifcoggin  and  Connecticut  rivers. 
Thefe  waters  are  all  perfectly  limpid  and  fweet,  ex- 
cepting one  brook,  on  the  caller n  fide  of  Mount 
Wafliington,  which  has  a  faponaceous  tafie,  and  is 
covered  with  a  very  thick  and  llrong  froth.  It  is 
faid,  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where  the 
magenetic  needle  rcfufes  to  traverfe  ;  this  is  proba- 
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bly  caufecl  by  a  body  of  iron  ore.  It  is  alfo  faid, 
tlia,t  a  mineral,  fuppofed  to  be  lead,  has  been  dif- 
covered,  near  the  eaftern  pafs  ;  but  that  the  fpot 
eannot  now  be  found.  What  ftores  the  bowels  of 
the  mountains  contain, time  mud  unfold  ;  all  fearch- 
es  for  fubterraneous  treafures,  having  hitherto  prov- 
ed fruitlefs.  The  mod  certain  riches  which  they 
yield,  are  the  frefhets,  which  bring  down  the  foil, 
to  the  intervales  below,  and  form  a  fine  mould,  pro- 
ducing, by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  corn  and  herbage.,, 
in  the  moil  luxuriant  plenty. 
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C  H  A  P.     V. 

Rivers  end  o'hcr    JVaCcrs. 

r^  ATURE  has  formed  fucli  a  connection 
between  mountains  and  rivers,  that  in  defcribing 
one,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  fpeak  of  the  other. 

New-Hamplhire  is  fo  fituated,  that  five  of  the 
largeft  rivers  in  New-England,  either  take  their  rife 
within  its  limits,  or  receive  much  of  their  water 
from  its  mountains.  Thefe  are  the  Connecticut, 
Amarifcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack  and  Pafcataqua. 

Connecticut  river  rifes  in  a  ridge  of  mountains, 
which  extend  northeaderly,  to  the  gulph  of  St.  Law- 
rence. It  has  been  furveyed,  about  twenty-five 
miles  beyond  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  to 
the  fpring  head  of  its  northweftern  branch.  This 
river  extends,  on  the  weftern  border  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire,  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  miles.  Its 
general  courfe,  for  the  firll  thirty  miles,  is  fouth  ; 
for  the  next  thirty,  fouthweft ;  for  the  next  fifty, 
fouth-fouthweft;  and  for  the  remainder  of  its  courfe, 
it  inclines  more  to  the  fbuth  ;  but  there  are  numer- 
ous ferpentine  curves,  of  almoil  every  direction,  in 
the  extent  of  thefe  general  lines.  Beiides  many 
flreams  of  lefs  note,  it  receives,  on  its  eaftern  fide, 
feven  very  confiderable  rivers  ;  upper  Amonoofuck, 
Ifrael  and  John's  rivers,  lower  Amonoofuck,  Sugar 
river.  Cold  river  and  Afhuclot,  all  which  originate 
within  the  limits  of  New-Hamplhire,  on  the  wellern 
part  of  the  height  of  land. 

Amarifcoggin  river,  riles  near  the  end  of  the  di- 
viding line,  between  New-Hamplhire  and  the  old 
Province  of  Maine.     The  lake  Umbagog,  and  fe  ver- 
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al  fmaller  ponds,  flow  into  it.  From  that  lake,  the 
river  runs  in  a  lb iithern  direction,  nearly  parallel  to 
Connecticut  river,  and  diilant  from  it,  about  twen- 
ty-five miles  ;  buc  it  is  deeper,  wider,  a.nd  more  rap- 
id. In  croiiing  the  country,  from  Canada,  travellers 
have  palled  Connecticut  river,  thinking  it  only  a 
brook,  and  then  ftriking  on  Amarifcoggin,  have 
miftaken  it  for  Connecticut,  and  followed  its  courfe. 
The  miflake,  however,  may  be  cUfcovered,  by  ob- 
fervingjthat  after  thefe  rivers  have  run  parallel  about 
twenty  rniles,  the  inclination  of  Amarifcoggin,  is  to 
the  eail,  and  of  Connecticut,  to  the  v/efi.  After 
Amarifcoggin  begins  to  take  an  eafterly  direction, 
it  foon  croffes  the  line,  in:o  the  Province  of  Maine, 
and  ha.ving  watered  a  great  extent  of  country,  in 
which  many  nev/  townlhips  are  now  fettling,  it 
forms  a  junction  with  Kenebeck,  and  ilovvs  into  the 
fea  at  Sagadahock.  - 

The  head  of  Saco  river,  is  in  the  White  moun- 
tains, at  the  wellern .  pais,  commonly  called  the 
notch  ;  near  v/hich,  alfo,  rifes  the  lower  Amonoo- 
fuck,  which  runs  v\^efterly,  into  Connecticut  river, 
Saco  takes  a  fourherly  direction,  down  the  moun- 
tain. A  large  branch  of  it,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes 
at  the  eailern  pafs  of  the  mountains,  where  alio 
originates  Peabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin. 
The  fountain  heads  of  thefe  two  rivers  are  io  near, 
that  a  man  may  fet  his  foot  in  one,  and  reach,  with 
his  hand,  to  the  other.  In  lefs  than  half  a  mile,  fouth- 
ward  from  this  fountain,  a  large  llream,  which  runs 
down  the  higheft  of  the  White  mountains,  falls  into 
Ellis  river,  and  in  about  the  fame  diflance  from 
this,  another  falls  from  the  fame  mountain  ;  the 
former  of  thofe  ftreams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter 
New  river.  The  New  river  firll  made  its  appear- 
ance during  a  long  rain,  in  October,  1775.  It  bore 
down  many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fcene  of  ru- 
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in  for  ci  long  courfe.  It  has  ever  lince  been  a  con- 
fbint  ftrcam,  and  where  it  falls  into  Ellis  river,  pre- 
fents  to  viev/  a  noble  cafcade,  ofabontone  hundred 
feet,  above  Vv'hich,  it  is  divided  into  three  ftreams, 
which  ilTue  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  mountain.  Sev- 
eral other  branches  of  Saco  river,  fall  from  different 
parts  of  this  immenfe  clufler  of  mountains,  and 
unite  about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  their  fburce, 
at  the  plain  of  Pigwacket.  Thefe  flreams  have  a 
fleep  delcent,  and  a  rapid  current,  and  the  river  Sa- 
co is  obferved  to  rife  and  overflow  very  fuddenly, 
in  a  time  of  rain,  and  to  fabfide  as  fuddenly,  after 
the  rain  has  ceafed.  It  pafTes,  in  a  very  ferpentine 
courfe,  through  the  townihip  of  Conway,  then  croffes 
the  line,  into  Brovvnfield  and  Friburg,  and  its  courfe 
from  thence  to  the  fea,  is  about  forty-five  miles, 
foutheail.  It  receives,  on  its  weftcrn  fide,  two  riv- 
ers, called  the  great  and  little  Offapy  ;  the  former 
of  which,  comes  from  a  large  pond,  under  a  high 
mountain,  both  of  which  bear  the  fame  name  ;  the 
latter  flows  out  of  a.  fmaller  pond,  on  the  divifion 
line,  and  falls  into  Sa.co  river,  about  nine  miles  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  other.  In  fome  maps,  the 
leffer  Offapy  is  laid  down  as  a  branch  of  the  great- 
er, but  they  are  two  diflinct  branches  of  Saco  river. 
Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
Pemigewaffet  and  Winipifeogee  rivers  ;  the  former 
flov/s  from  the  eaftern  part  of  the  ridge  called  the 
height  of  land.  To  one  branch  of  it,  Moofehelcck 
mountain  gives  rife  ;  another  comes  from  the  S.  W. 
extremity  of  the  White  mountains,  and  a  third  from 
the  townfliip  of  Franconia.  The  general  courfe  of 
this  river,  from  its  fburce,  is  fouth,  about  fifty  miles. 
Receives,  on  its  wcllern  fide.  Baker's  river,  which 
comes  from  the  height  of  land,  a  flream  from  New 
Chefter  pond,  and  another  called  Smith's  river,  be- 
fides  many  fmaller  ones.     On  its  eaftern  fide,  it  re- 
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ceives  a  ftreain  from  Squam  ponds,  with  fevferal 
large  and  fmall  brooks.  In  its  long  defcent  from 
the  mountains,  there  are  many  falls,  and  its  banks, 
in  fome  places,  are  very  lleep  and  rugged.  Vv  ini- 
pifeogee  river,  comes  from  the  lake  of  that  name, 
and  unites  its  v/aters  with  Pemigewaifct,  at  the  low- 
er end  or  Sanborntown.  From  this  junction,  the 
confluent  dream  bears  the  nan„?  of  Merrimack,'  to* 
the  fea.  It  receives,  on  its  weilern  lidc,  before  it 
crqiTcs  the  boundary  line,  Blackwatcr,  Contoocook, 
Piicataqiioag,  Sonhegan,  and  Naihua  rivers.  On 
its  eaftern  fide,  it  receives  Bowcook,  Suncook,  Co- 
has,  Beaver,  Spicket  and  Powow  river>.  It  runs  a- 
bout  ninety  miles,  firft  in  a  f()ather]y,  then  in  an. 
eafterly  direction,  and  falls  into  the  fea  at  New-i 
bury-Port. 

In  its  courfj  through  New-Hampfhire*,  it  pafFes 
over  feveral  falls,  the  mofb  beautiful  of  which,  is 
galled  the  ifle  of  Plookfet,  but  the  grandeil  is  Aniiif- 
keag.  Ilookfet  is  about  eight  miles  belovv'  the  town 
of  Concord  ;  the  defcent  of  the  vv'ater  is  not  more 
than  fifteen  feet  perpendicular,  in  thirty  rods  ;  a: 
high  rock  divides  the  fcream,  and  a  hndler  rock  lies 
betv/een  that  and  the  wefhern  Ihore.  Pi  om  an  emi- 
nence, on  the  VN^efcern  fide,  there  is  a  delightful 
Jandlcape  ;>the  water  above  and  below  the  fall,  the 
verdant  banks,  the  cultivated  fields,  and  the  diitant 
hills,  in  the  back  ground,  form  a  pidfurefque  fcene, 
which  relieves  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  difil 
TLiniformity  of  a  road  through  the  woods. 

Eight  miles  below  Plookict,  lies  Amuikeag  fall  ; 
it  confifts  of  three  Large  pitches,  one  below  the  other, 
and  the  water  is  fuppofed  to  fall  about  eighty  feet, 
in  the  courfe  of  half  a  mile.  The  river  here  is  fo 
crooked,  that  the  whole  of  the  fall  cannot  be  view- 
ed at  once  ;  though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  niay 
be  fecn  from  the  road,  on  tlie  welfern  iidc,  appear^ 
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truly  majeflic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  fall,  is  a  high,  rocky  ifland,  on  fome  parts  of 
which^  are  feveral  holes,  of  various  depths,  made  by 
the  circular  motion  of  fmall  Ifones,  impelled  by  the 
force  of  the  defcending  water.* 

At  Walpole,  is  a  remarkable  fall,  in  Connecticut 
river,t  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the  great 
fall.  1  he  breadth  of  the  river,  above  the  fall,  is 
twenty-two  rods.  A  large  rock  divides  the  flream 
into  two  channels,  each  a!:>out  ninety  feet  wide,  on 
the  top  of  the  Ihelving  bank.  When  the  water  is 
low,  the  eaftern  channel  appears  croiTed,  by  a  bar 
of  folid  rock,  and  the  whole  ftreani  falls  into  the 
wcllern  channel,  where  it  is  contradled  to  the 
breadi-h  of  fixteen  feet,  and  flows  with  alionifliing 
rapidity  ;  but  the  depth  of  the  water  is  not  known, 
nor  has  the  perpendicular  height  of  the  fall  been 
afcertained.  There  are  feveral  pitches,  one  above 
another,  in  the  length  of  half  a  mile,  the  largefl  of 
\\'hich,  is  that  where  the  rock  divides  the  flream. 
Notwithilanding  the  velocity  of  the  current,  the 
fahnon  pafs  up  this  fall,  and  are  taken  many  miles 
above  ;  but  the  Ihad  proceed  no  farther. 

In  the  rocks  of  this  fall,  are  many  cavities,  like 
thofe  at  Amulkeag,  fome  of  which  are  eighteen, 
inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  feet  deep.  On 
the  fteep  fides  of  the  ifland  rock,  hang  feveral  arm. 
chairs,  faftened  to  ladders,  and  fecured  by  a  coun- 
terpoife,  in  which  fiihermen  fit  to  catch  falmon  and 
fhad  with  dipping  nets. 

•  The  following  account  of  these  cavities,  was  formerly  sent  to  the  royal  society,  and 
printed  in  tlieir  philosophical  transactions,  vol.  xxix.  page  70. 

"  A  little  above  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  pl.ice  called  Amuskeagf,  is  a  huge 
rock,  in  tlie  mi'lst  of  the  stream,  on  the  top  of  which,  are  a  great  number  of  pits,  made 
exactly  round,  like  barrels  or  hogsheads  of  different  capcities,  some  of  which  are  capable- 
of  holding  several  tuns.  The  natives  know  nothing  of  the  making  of  them  ;  but  the 
nei9;hbouring  Indians  used  to  hide  their  pro  isions  here,  in  the  wars  with  the  Maquas, 
afnrming  that   God   had  cut   them  out  for   that  purpose;  but  they  seem  plainly  to  be 

t  This  fall  has  been  described  in  tie  most  extrai'agant  terms,  in  an  anon}-mou3  publi« 
•ation,  entitled  '  the  History  of  Connecticut  ;'  and  the  des^riptoon  kas  be«n  fr»quentljt 
wtailid  in  the  news  ppers,  antl  othsr  periodital  works. 
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Over  this  fall,  in  the  year  1785,  a  flrong  bridge 
ot  timber  v,ras  conilrucled  by  Col.  Enoch  Hale,  its 
length  is  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  feet,  and  it  is 
iiipported  in  the  middle  by  the  great  rock.  The 
cxpenfe  of  it  was  eight  hundred  pounds,  and  "by  a 
law  of  the  State,  a  toll  is  colie^led  from  paifengers. 
This  is  the  only  bridge  acrofs  Comiedlicut  river  ; 
but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erecft  one,  thirty-fix 
miles  above,  at  the  middle  bar  of  White  river  fall, 
where  the  pailage  for  the  water,  between  the  rocks, 
is  about  one  hmidred  feet  wide.  This  place,  is  in 
the  towniliip  of  Lebanon,  two  miles  below  Dart- 
mouth college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particularly  the 
numerous  falls,  which,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
the  country,  exh^'hit  a  great  variety  of  curious  ap- 
pearances, many  of  which  have  been  reprefented  in 
the  lant^uaee  of  iiclion  and  romance.  But  there  is 
one  in  Salmon-fall  river,  which,  not  for  its  magni- 
tude, but  for  its  iingularity,  deferves  notice.  It  is 
called  the  Hume,  and  is  lituate  between  the  town- 
fliips  of  Rocheifer  and  Lebanon.  The  river  is  here 
confined  between  two  rocks,  about  tv\renty-five  feet 
high ;  the  breadth,  at  the  top  of  the  bank,  is  not 
more  than  three  rods.  I  once  vifited  this  place,  in 
a  time  of  fevere  drought  (September,  1 782,)  when 
the  flat  rocks,  wdiich  form  the  bed  of  the  river, 
were  moilly  dry.  The  flume  is  about  four  rods  in 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various,  not  more  in  any 
part  than  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  in  one  part, 
fcarcely  an  hand  breadth  ;  but  here  the  water  had 
a  fubterraneous  palTage. 

In  the  tlat  rock,  are  divers  cavities,  like  thofe 
abovementicned  ;  fome  of  them  are  cyjindrical,  and 
others  globular  ;  all  of  them  contained  a  quantity 
of  fmall   flones   and  gravel,  and  in   one   of  them 
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was  a  larr^e  turtle  and  feveral  frogs.     The  dimen*- 
iions  of  five  of  thefe  hoks,  were  as  follows  : 
Diameters  in  Depth  in 

feet  and  inches.  feet  and  inches. 

7 >  (Jillcd  with  J} ones.) 


o- 


1 3  4- 

I S- 

4  1- 


The  largeif  of  thefe  cavities,  is  confiderably  higher* 
than  where  the  v^^ater  now  Hows,  unlefs  in  a  great 
frelhet. 

From  a  feries  of  obfervations,  made  by  James 
Wintlirop,  Efq.  on  the  rivers  of  New--Hamplhira 
and  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  conclufion,    'that  the 

*  defceat  of  our  rivers,  is  much  lefs  than  European 
'  theoriils  have  fappofed  to  be  neceiTary  to  give  a  cur- 

*  rent  to  water.  In  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of 

*  Connecticut  river,  it  defcends  not  more  than  two 

*  feet  in  a  mile.     Onion  river,  for  forty-three  miles 

*  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet  in  a  mile,  and  is 
'  exceedingly  rapid  between  the  cataracts.  We  may 
'  reckon  the  lliore  at  Quebec,  to  be  at  the  level  of 
'  the  fea,  and  two  hundred  miles  from  that  part  of 

*  lake  Champlain,   where  the  current  begins.     The 

*  difference  of  elevation,  will  be  three  hundred  and 

*  forty-two  feet,  or  twenty  inches  to  a  mile.     If  we 

*  extend  our  comparifon  from  Quebec,  to  the 
'  top  of  the  Green  mountains,  at  Williamfton,  the 

*  elevation  will  be  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
'  fixty-fix  feet,  and  the  diftance,  about  three  hundred 

*  and   twenty  miles  ;  which  is    five  feet  two  inches 

*  and  a  half  to  a  mile.'* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiofity,  but  attended  with 
much  fatigue,  to  trace  rivers  up  to  their  fources,  and 
obferve  the  uniting  of  fprings  and  rivulets,  to  fbrm 

"*  MS.  letter  of  James  Winthrop,  Esq. 

G 
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tliofe  dreams  which  are  dignified  by  majeflic  names, 
and  have  been  revered  as  Deities  by  lavage  and  fu- 
perftitious  people.  Rivers  originate  in  mountains, 
and  find  their  way  throir^h  the  crevices  of  rocks,  tO' 
the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through  natural 
meadows,  often  overflowing  chem  with  their  frefh- 
ets,  bringing  down,  from  the  upper  grounds,  a  fat 
flime,  and  depoficing  it  on  the  lower,  which  renews 
and  fertilizes  the  foil,  and  renders  thefe  intervale 
lands  extremely  valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is 
needed  on  them  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture. 
It  has  been  afferted,  that*  *  rivers  run  in  a  more 

*  direct  channel,   as   they  immediately  leave  their 

*  fources  ;  that  their  finuofities  and  turnings  become 

*  more  numerous  as  they  proceed  ;  that  it  is  a  cer- 

*  tain  fign  among  the  natives  of  America,  that  they 

*  are  near  the  fea,  when  they  find  the  rivers  wind- 
'  ing  and  changing  their  direction,  and  that  this  is 

*  even  now  become  an  indication  to  the  Europeans 
'  themfelves  in  their  journies  through  thefe  track- 

*  lefs  fore  (Is.'  It  is  amufing  to  obferve  how  the 
European  writers,  in  their  accounts  of  America,  en- 
tertain themfelves  and  their  readers,  with  a  detail  of 
circumftances,  which  have  no  foundation  but  in 
their  own  fancies.  Such  a  remark  would  never 
have  occurred  to  any  perfon  who  had  traced  the 
rivers  of  New-England  to  their  fources.  The  fa6l 
is,  that  river?  run  wherever  they  find  a  pafTage, 
whether  it  be  crooked  or  ftrait ;  and  there  are  as 
many  windings  and  finuofities,  at  thediftance  of  an' 
hu7idred  miles  from  the  fea,  as  at  any  lefier  difi:ance. 
No  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  nearnefs  of  the 
ocean  from  this  circumftance. 

There  is  an  important  remark  concerning  thefe 
rivers,  which  would  not  readily  occur  to  any,  but 
thofe  who  have  been  in  the  way  of  ad:uai  obferva- 

*  Goldsmith's  lustory  of  the  Karth,  Vol.  I.  page  30J. 
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tion  ;  and  that  is,  that  rivers  change  their  coiirfes, 
and  leave  their  ancient  channels  dry.  Many  places 
may  be  feen  in  our  wildernefs,  where  rivers  have 
rolled  for  ages,  and  where  the  Hones  are  worn 
fniooth  as  on  the  fea  lliore,  which  are  now  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diilance  from  the  prefent  beds  of  the  riv- 
ers, in  ibme  places,  thele  ancient  channels  are  con- 
verted into  ponds,  which,  from  their  curved  form, 
are  calljd  horfe-ihoe  ponds  ;  in  others,  they  are 
overgrovv^n  with  buihes  and  trees.  Thefe  appear- 
a."ices  are  frecjuent  in  the  mountainous  part  of  the 
country.  Conneiflicut  river,  which  divides  tw^o 
States,  has,  in  fome  places,  changed  its  courfe. 
Many  acres  have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years^ 
and  the  land  is  of  an  excellent  quality. 

There  are  generally  two  itrata  of  intervale  lands, 
on  the  borders  of  the  large  rivers,  one  is  overflow- 
ed every  year,  the  other,  which  is  feveral  feet  high- 
er, and  farther  removed  from  the  water,  is  over- 
flowed only  in  very  high  freihets.  In  fome  places 
a  third  is  found,  but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the 
upper  and  lower  intervales,  are  often  parallel  to 
each  other,  and  when  viewed  from  the  oppofite  flde, 
appear  like  the  terraces  of  an  artificial  garden. 

Thefe  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadth,  ac- 
cording to  the  near  or  remote  fituation  of  the  hills. 
On  Conne(5licut  river,  they  are  from  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half,  on  each  fide.  In  digging 
into  them,  large  found  trunks  of  trees  are  found  at 
various  depths. 

1  he  freiliets  are  not  equally  high  every  year, 
Mafts  have  lain  in  the  river  above  Amufl^eag  fall, 
two  or  three  years,  waiting  for  a  fufliciency  of 
water  to  float  them  over.  They  fometimes  fall 
athwart  the  ftream,  and  are  broken  ;  fometimes  in 
a  narrow  pafFage,  they  are  lodged  fo  firmly  acrofs, 
as  to  be  removed  only  by  cutting  j  and  fometimes 
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they  are  fo  galled  by  the  rocks,  in  their  pafTage,  a» 
to  leflen  their  diameter,  and  confcquently  their 
value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  a  frefSiet, 
caufed  by  the  diflblviiig  of  the  fnow  in  the  woods 
and  mountains  ;  if  it  be  gradual,  as  it  always  is, 
when  not  accelerated  by  a  heavy  rain,  no  damage 
is  done  by  the  rihng  of  the  wnter.  reilruclive 
floods  have  happened  a.t  other  feafons  of  the  year, 
as  frequently  as  in  the  fpring.  lu  January,  1770, 
a  reiT;arkable  inundation  carried  awav  the  mills  and 
bridges  on  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Pafcataqua. 
A  heavy  rain,  which  continued  twelve  hours,  and 
which  could  not  penetrate  the  frozen  earth,  raifed 
the  rivers  fo  high  as  to  break  up  the  ice,  then  from 
fourteen  to  eighteen  inches  thick,  and  as  hard  as 
marble  ;  large  cakes  of  it  being  carried  dcv>^n  by 
the  im.petuous  current,  bore  all  before  them.  Af- 
ter tifis  the  rivers  froze  again,  and  the  ice  continu- 
ed as  ullial,  till  the  month  of  April.  When  the  ice 
remains  late  in  the  fpring,  it  does  not  break  up 
■with  violence  ;  but  diholves  gradually,  till  it  difap- 
pears.  In  this  manner  the  frozen  lakes  and  ponds 
are  reduced  to  fluidity. 

In  the  great  flood  of  Odlober,  1775,  when  a  new 
river  broke  out  of  the  White  mountains,  the  banks 
of  Saco  river  were  overflowed  very  fuddenly. 
Stacks  of  hay  vv^ere  carried  ofl^,  cattle  were  drowned 
or  otherwife  killed,  and  the  Indian  corn,  then  ripe 
for  harvefl,  was  dellroyed.  The  river  was  of  a 
deep  brown  colour  for  fourteen  days,  and  when  it 
fubflded,  great  alterations  were  obferved,  the  bed  of 
the  river  in  fome  parts  was  widened,  and  the  courfe 
of  feveral  of  its  branches  changed  ;  large  ridges  of 
pebbles  were  thrown  up  in  the  middle,  forming 
two  channels  where  there  had  been  but  one  before. 

Aiiother  flood  happened  in  October,  1785,  which 
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deflroTcd  the  fields,  and  carried  ofF  cattle  and  fwine 
on  that  river ;  and  in  other  places  Iwept  away 
bridges,  mills,  and  great  quantities  of  lumber. 
Some  mills,  on  Salmon-fall  river,  were  preferved  by- 
chains,  one  end  of  which  was  faftened  to  their  prin- 
cipal timbers,  and  the  other  end  to  trees  or  potts 
{ci  in  the  ground.  In  Cochecho  river,  below  tl  e 
great  fall,  the  water  rofe  fourteen  feet  above  high 
water  mark.  Immenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  are 
brou^jht  down  bv  thefe  frofliets,  from  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns,  contiguous  to  the 
rivers,  are  fupplied  with  fuel,  and  they  have  learn- 
ed to  be  extremely  dextrous  in  towing  on  ihore 
whole  trees  with  their  branches.  But  notwith- 
llanding  their  adlivity,  much  efcapes  them,  and  is 
driven  out  to  fea,  and  fome  of  it  is  thiown  back  on 
the  coaft. 

Saco  river  has  rifen  twenty-five  feet,  in  a  great 
frcihct;  its  common  rife  is  ten  feet.  Pemigewaffet 
river  has  alfo  been  known  to  rife  twenty-five  feet. 
Connecticut  river,  in  a  common  frefliet,  is  ten  feet 
higher  than  its  ufual  fummer  level.  Its  gieatelt 
elevation  does  not  exceed  twenty  feet. 

Winipifeogee  lake  is  the  largeft  collec^lion  of 
water  in  New-Hampfiiire.  It  is  twenty  two  miles 
in  length,  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  and  of  very  unequal 
breadth,  but  no  where  more  than  eight  miles. 
Some  very  long  necks  of  land  projecfl  into  it,  and 
it  contains  feveral  iflands,  large  and  fmall.  The 
mountains  which  furround  it,  give  rife  to  many 
ftreams  which  flow  into  it  ;  and  between  ic  and  the 
mountains,  and  feveral  leffer  ponds,  which  commu- 
nicate with  it.  Contiguous  to  this  lake,  are  the 
townfhips  of  Moultonborough,  on  the  N.  W.  Tuf- 
tonborough  and  Wolfborough  on  the  N.  E.  Meredith 
and  Gilmantown  on  the  S.  W.  and  a  tra61:  of  land, 
called  the  Gore,  on  the  S.  E.     From  Uie  S.  E.  ex^ 
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tremlty  of  this  lake,  called  Merry-meeting  bay,  to 
the  N.  W.  part  called  Senter-harbour,  there  is  good 
navigation  in  the  fummer,  and  generally  a  good 
road  in  the  winter  ;  the  lake  is  frozen  about  three 
months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from  the  cm- 
cumjacent  towns,  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeil  lake,  is  Umbagog,  in  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  ilate.  k  is  but  little  known,  and 
no  other  furvey  has  been  make  of  it  than  was  ne- 
celfary  for  extending  the  diviiional  line  between 
New-Hampfhire  and  Maine,  in  1 789.  Next  to  this, 
are  Squam,  in  the  townihip  of  HoldernefFe  ;  Sunna- 
pee,  in  the  townihips  of  Wendel  and  Filhersheld, 
and  great  Oflapy,  in  the  ungranted  land  of  the  iVla- 
fonian  purciiafe.  Smaller  ponds  are  very  numerous, 
fcarcely  any  town  being  without  one  or  more. 
There  is  generally  a  current  through  them  ;  but 
fome  have  no  viiible  outlet.  Their  waters  are  lim- 
pid and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circumflance  is  mentioned,  refpect- 
ing  Mafcomy  pond,  which  lies  partly  in  Lebanon 
and  partly  in  Enfield,  and  vents  into  Connecticut 
river.  It  is  about  five  miles  in  length,  and  one  in 
breadth  ;  its  depth  is  from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms. 
The  furroundine:  land  bears  evident  marks  that  the 
furface  of  this  pond  was  once  thirty  or  forty  feet 
higher  than  its  prefent  level.  By  what  caufe  the 
alteration  was  made,  and  at  what  time,  is  unknown; 
but  appearances  indicate  a  fudden  rupture,  there 
being  no  lign  of  any  margin  between  its  former  and 
prefent  height.  About  a  mile  dillant  from  its  out- 
let, there  is  a  declivity  of  rocks,  forty  feet  higher 
than  the  flream,  as  it  now  runs.  By  the  fituation 
of  thefe  rocks,  it  appears  that  they  were  once  a  fall, 
over  which  the  water  flowed  ;  but  it  has  now  made 
for  itfelf  a  very  deep  channel,  through  fblid  earth, 
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nearly  a  mile  in  length,  where  it  feems  confined  for 
futurity.* 

Li  the  townfliip  of  Atkinfon,  '  in  a  large  meadow, 
there  is  an  ifland,  containing  feven  or  eight  acres, 
which   was    formerly   loaded   with  valuable  pine 
timber,  and  other  foreft  wood.       When  the  mea- 
dow is  overflowed,  by  means  of  an  artificial  dam, 
this   illand  rifes  in   the  fame  degree  as  the  water 
rifes,  which  is  fometimes  fix  feet.     Near  the  mid- 
dle of  this  ifland,  is  a  fmall  pond,  whieh  has   been 
gradually  leffening  ever  fince  it    was   known,  and 
is  now  almofl  covered  with  verdure.     In  this  place, 
a  pole  of  fifty  feet  has  difappeared,  without  finding 
a  bottom.     In  the  water  of  that  pond,  there  have 
been  fiih  in  plenty  ;  which  when  the  meadow  hath 
been  flowed,  have   appeared   there,  and  when   the 
water  hath  been  drawn  off,  have  been  left  on  the 
meadow  ;  at    which    time  the    ifland  fettles  to  its 
ufual  ftate.'t 
In  the  town  of  Rye,  there  was  formerly  a  frefh 
pond,  covering  about  one  hundred  and   fifty  acres, 
fituatc  within  ten  or  fifteen   rods  of   the   fea,  being 
feparated  from  it  by  a  bank  of  fand.     A  communi- 
cation was    opened  between  this  pond  and  the  fea, 
in  the  year  1719,  by   which  means  the  frefli  water 
was  drawn  ofi^,  and  the  place  is  regularly  overflow- 
ed by  the  tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.  J 

Within  this  prefent  year  (1791)  a  canal  has  been 
cut  through  the  marflies,  which  opens  an  inland 
navigation,  from  Hampton,  through  Salifbury,  into 
Merrimack  river,  for  about  eight  miles.  By  this 
palfage,  loaded  boats  may  be  conducted  with  the  ut- 
moil  eafe  and  fafety. 

>         *  MS.  Letters  of  tlie  Hon.  F.lhha  Payne,  Ksq. 
t  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Peadod)'. 
^  MS.  letter  efRsv.  Mr.  Portsr. 
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CHAP.     VI. 


J^cfnarks  on  the  Forest^  M(mner  r^  Stn-oeyin^,  makii.^  Koads  and 
TravdL:\i^. 

Notwithstanding  the  -loomy  a^v 

pearance  of  an  American  fo'ed,  yet  acoatempladve 
mind  may  find  in  it  many  fabjects  of  entertainment. 
Tiie  mold  obvious  remark,  is  the  filence  which  reigns 
through  it.  In  a  cahn  day,  no  found  is  heard  but 
that  of  running  water,  or  perhaps  the  chirping  of  a 
fquirrel,  or  the  fqualhng  of  a  jay.  Singing  birds 
do  nor  frequent  the  thick  woods ;  but  in  every 
opening,  made  by  the  hand  of  cultivation,  their  mel- 
ody is  delightfuL 

Anodier  thing,  worthy  of  obfervation,  is  the  aged 
and  majeilic  appearance  of  the  trees,  of  which  the 
mod  noble  is  the  mail  pine.  This  tree  often  grows 
to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fome- 
tinies  two  hundred  feet.  It  is  firaight  as  an  arrow, 
and  has  no  branches  but  very  near  the  top.  It  is 
from  twenty  to  forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe, 
and  appears  like  a  flately  pillar,  adorned  with  a  ver- 
dant capital,  in  form  of  a  cone.  Interfperfed  among 
thefe,  are  the  common  forell  trees,  of  various  kinds, 
whofe  height  is  generally  about  fixty  or  eighty  feet. 
In  fwamps,  and  near  rivers,  there  is  a  thick  growth 
of  underwood,  which  renders  travelling  difficult. 
On  high  lands,  it  is  not  fo  troublefome  j  and  on  dry 
plains,  it  is  quite  inconfiderable. 

Amidft  thele  wild  and  rugged  fcenes,  it  is  amufing 
to  obferve  the  luxuriant  fportings  of  nature.  Trees 
are  feen  growing  on  a  naked  rock  ;  their  roots  either 
penetrate  fome  of  its  crevices,  or  run  over  its  furface, 
and  fhoot  into  the  ground.     When  a  tree  is  contigu= 
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ous  to  a  fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  iVequently  inclofe 
and  cover  it.     Branches  of  diiRTent   trees,  but  of 
the  iame  fpccies,  fomctimes  intertvvdne,  and  even  in- 
graft themlelves,  fo  as  to  grow  together  in  one    On 
lomc  trees,  are  found  large  protuberant  warts,  capa- 
ble of  being    formed    into    bowls,  which  are  very 
tough  and  durable.     On  rocks,  as  well  as  on  trees 
we  find  varieties  of  mofs  ;  it    fometimes   alTumes  a 
groteique   appearance,   hanging  in  tufts,   like  Ions: 
iiair,  from  the  branches  ;  or  inclofing  the  trunks;  or 
Ipreadmg  over  rocks,  like  a    carpet,  and  extending 
from  one  rock  to  another.     It  is  obfcrved  that  mo^ 
IS  thickeft  on  the  north  fides  of  trees.     By  this  mark 
the  favages  know  their  courfe    in    cloudy  weather 
and  many  of  our  hunters  have  learned  of  them   to* 
travel  without  a  compafs.  ' 

^Inlaying  out  roads,  and  lines  of  townfhips,  it  is 
muai  tor  thefurveyor  to  make  large  meafure,of  which 
however,  there  is  no  certain  ftandard.     Some  allow 
one  in  thirty,  for  the  fwagging  ot   the  chain,     ^i  he 
length  of  a  man's  arm  to  every  half  chain,  has  been 
allowed  for  inequality  of  furface.     The  half  chain 
IS  moft  convenient  in  thick  woods;  but  fome   have 
very  abfurdly  ufed  a  line  ;  and  if  any  allowance  is 
made  for  its  contraction  by  moifture,  it  mull  be  ar- 
bitrary.    Surveyors  are  often  fworn  to  go  according: 
to  their  bell  fldll  and  judgment;   this  they  may   do 
with  great  fincerity,  and  yet,  for  want  of  better  fldll 
may  commit  egregious  miftakes.     The  variation  of 
tnc  needle,  has  not  m  general  been  attended  to  with 
that  caution  which  it  demands,  and  from  this  nej-li- 
gence,  many  errors  have    arifen.     It  was  once  pro- 
pofed,  m  the  General  AlTembly,  that  durable  monu- 
ments lliould  be  erected  in  convenient  places   on  a 
true  meridian  ;  by  which    all  furveyors  fhould   be 
obliged  to    regulate  their  compafTes  ;  few  of  them 
at  that  time,  being  Ikilled  in  the  method  of  iindine 

H  '^ 
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the  variation  by  the  fun's  amplitude  ;  but  the  pr6- 
pofal  was  rejected. 

The  manner  of  ma.king  a  new  road,  through  the 
wildernefs,  is  this  :  Firft,  a  furveyor  and  his  party, 
with  the  conipafs  and  chain,  explore  tie  country, 
and  where  they  find  the  land  fuitable  for  a  road,  the 
trees  are  fpotted,  by  cutting  out  a  piece  of  the  bark, 
and  at  the  end  of  every  mile,  the  number  is  marked 
on  the  neareft  tree.  Then  follow  the  axe-men,  who 
clear  away  the  bufhes  and  fell  the  trees,  in  a  fpace 
of  three  rods  wide,  cutting  them  as  near  as  poffible 
to  the  ground,  that  the  ilumps  may  not  impede 
travelling  ;  and  if  the  trees  are  very  long,  they  cut 
'  them  again,  into  fuch  lengths,  as  that  the  teamllers, 
by  the  help  of  chains  and  oxen,  may  draw  them  ovit 
of  the  vfay.  In  wet  land,  the  trees  thus  felled,  or 
others  w^-hich  are  proper,  are  formed  into  caufeways 
and  bridges.  Pvocks  are  either  turned  out  of  the 
road,  or  {i^jlit  by  gunpovv^der  or  heated  by  fire  and 
then  foftened  by  water. 

Roads  are  not  brought  to  perfection  at  once,  ef- 
pecially  in  rocky  and  hilly  land  ;  but  after  the  firfl 
operations,  they  are  pailldile  for  fingle  horfes  and 
teams  of  oxen.  As  the  ea.rth  is  opened  to  tlie  fun^ 
many  wet  places  are  dried,  and  brooks  are  contract- 
ed ;  and  as  the  land  is  more  and  more  cleared,  fmall- 
er  Hreams  difauDear.  The  belt  kind  of  land  for 
roads  is  where  the  pitch  pine  grov/s  ;  tliis  is  gener- 
ally level,  or  if  not  perfectly  fo,  yet  always  dry. 
The  foil  is  fandy  or  gravelly  ;  the  trees  are  fparfe  ; 
and  the  under  growth  coniifts  of  brakes,  fern  and 
wortle  buihes,  which  are  eafily  fubdued ;  but  this 
kind  of  land  is  not  profitable.  The  bed  land  for 
cultivation,  is  a  deep  loamy  foil,  which  makes  miry 
roads,  and  needs  much  labor  to  be  bellowed  on 
bridges  and  caufeways.  For  crofling  fmall  ftreams, 
the  beaver  dams  are  found  very  fafe  and  conveni-- 
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ent.  They  are  about  three  or  four  feet  wide  at  the 
top,  which  is  on  a  level  with  the  water  above,  and 
is  always  firm  and  folid.  New  roads,  therefore,  are 
frequently  laid  out  fo  as  to  fave  expenfe,  by  taking 
ad'/anta.^je  of  the  labor  of  that  ufeful  animal. 

When  a  road  is  conftantly  ufed,  the  feet  of  horfes 
and  cattle  keep  down  the  growth  of  buihes,  which 
i*p/oat,  with  great  luxuriance,  from  the  roots  of  fell- 
ed t/ees  ;  but  if  the  road  be  neglected,  thefe  young 
Hiuots  render  travelling  extremely  inconvenient ; 
.a:id  it  is  more  difiicult  to  clear  them  a  fecond  time. 
Men  who  are  vifed  to  handle  the  axe,"  had  rather  at- 
tack a  ilurdy  tree  than  hack  the  buihes.  High 
winds  frequently  blov\r  up  large  trees  by  the  roots, 
or  break  them  off  above  the  ground?  Thefe  wind- 
fallen  trees  oft^n  prove  a  great  obflructioh  to  new 
roads  ;  a  iingle  horfe  may  find  his  way  over  or  round 
them  ;  but  if  a  team  is  to  pafs,  the  obft ruction  mufl 
be  removed  by  the  axe,  for  which  reafon,  the  driv- 
ers of  teams  are  never  unprovided  with  this  necef^ 
fary  inilrument. 

The  expenfe  of  making  and  keeping  roads  in  re- 
pair, is  generally  borne  by  the  proprietors  and  in- 
habitants of  the  towns  through  which  they  pafs  ; 
though,  in  fome  inflances,  new  roads  have  been  ex- 
plored and  laid  out,  at  the  public  expenfe.  In  each 
incorporated  town,  the  law  requires  that  furveyors 
of  highv/ays  be  annually  chofen,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
is,  to  prevent  or  remove  obftructions  ;  to  keep  roads 
and  bridges  in  repair ;  and  to  call  upon  the  inhab- 
itants for  their  refpective  quotas  of  labor  or  expenfe. 
I'hefe  officers  are  invelled  with  fufficient  power  to 
anfwer  the  beneficial  end  of  their  appointment ;  and 
in  cafe  of  failure,  they,  or  the  towns  are  liable  to  be 
prefented  by  the  grand  inqueft  of  the  county.  It 
w^as  formerly  the  cuftom,  for  thofe  who  were  at 
work  on  the  highways,  to  invite  paffengers  to  drink, 
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and  expect  a  gratuity  in  return  ;  but  this    b  eggarly 
practice  is  almoft  entirely  abolifiied. 

Horfes  are  the  only  beafts  ufed  for  riding ;  though, 
in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  mules 
might  be  more  ferviccable,  if  the  breeding  of  them 
were  introduced.  In  travelling  the  roads  along 
Connecticut  river,  which  are,  in  many  places,  both 
fteep  and  clayey,  it  is  ufual,  at  all  ieaibns,  if  the 
weather  be  wet,  to  have  the  ihoes  of  horfes  turned 
with  iharp  points.  Tliis  is  univerfally  practifedin 
wnntcr,  when  the  earth  is  covered  with  ice  and  fnov/. 
Oxen  are  alfo  then  inod  in  the  fame  manner.  When 
a  deep  fnow  has  obftructed  the  roads,  they  are  in 
fome  places  opened  by  an  inflrument  called  a  fnov,r 
plough.  It  is  made  of  planks,  in  a  triangular  foi'm, 
wnth  two  iide  boards  to  turn  the  fnov^^  out  on  either 
hand.  7'his  iaftrument  is  drav/n  by  a  large  number 
of  oxen,  and  loaded  with  as  many  people  as  can 
ftand  on  it,  w^iofe  weight  makes  a  hard  and  level 
path.  When  fuch  an  inflrument  is  not  at  hand,  a 
fled  turned  upiide  down  anfwers  the  purpofe, though 
not  {o  effectually.  Thefe  operations  are  conducted 
by  the  furveyors  of  highways  who  direct  the  fnov/ 
path  to  be  made  either  in  the  common  road,  or 
through  fields  and  other  inclofures,  as  neceflity  re- 
quires. 

In  travelling  through  New-Hampfliire,  there  are 
now  few  places  fo  remote  from  public  houfes.,  or 
hofpilable  inhabitants,  as  to  oblige  the  traveller  to 
lodge  in  the  w^oods  ;  but  when  this  happens,  either 
by  necefiity  or  choice,  a  temporary  hut  may  be  con- 
ftruded,  in  an  hour,  by  a  perfbn  furniflied  with  an 
axe.  For  this  purpofe  a  dry  fituation  is  chofen,  as 
near  as  may  be  to  running  water.  The  bark  of 
hemlock  or  fpruce  is  peeled,  in  pieces  of  three  or 
four  feet  long,  and  flatted  ;  two  or  three  upright 
crotchets  are  fct  in  the  ground,  on  which  a  pole  is 
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iixecl  horizontally  ;  from  the  pole  are  laid  other  flicks, 
ill  a  doping  poiition,  to  the  ground ;  on  thefe  are  laid 
the  flatted  pieces  of  bark,  each  lapped  over  the  other, 
in  the  form  of  fhingles  :  Under  this  fhed,  other 
pieces  of  bark  are  laid  on  the  ground,  for  a  floor, 
on  which  are  ftrewed  fmall  twigs  for  a  carpet.  Be- 
fore the  open  fide  of  the  hut,  is  made  a  large  Are, 
toward  which  the  traveller  places  his  feet,  and  being 
wrapped  in  a  blanket,  he  palFes  the  night  very  com- 
fortably, though,  if  the  wind  be  unfavorable,  he 
may  be  fomewhat  incommoded  by  fmoke.  He  is 
in  no  danger  from  v^'ild  beads,  who  never  venture 
to  approach  a  fire.  People  who  are  ufed  to  the 
woods,  do  not  always  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to 
build  a  hut ;  but  lie  wrapped  in  their  blanket  by  a 
fire  ;  or,  in  foul  weather,  fpread  their  blanket  on 
fliicks,  and  lie  under  it. 

Within  thefe  lafl;  twenty  years,  the  country  has 
been  much  improved  in  refpccl  to  roads  ;  and  the 
communication  between  the  diftant  parts  of  it  is  be- 
come, in  a  great  meafure,  ealy  and  commodious. 
Much,  however,  remains  to  be  done,  efpecially  in 
the  wefl:ern  and  northern  parts  of  the  State.  Con- 
neclicut  river  is  fo  nearly  parallel  to  the  eafl:ern 
coafl;  of  New-England,  as  to  preferve  almofl  the  fame 
diflance  from  the  fea,  which  is  generally  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  miles.  The  towns  fituate  on  that 
river  communicate  with  the  maritime  towns,  by 
'diflerent  roads.  Thofe  in  the  fouthweftern  quarter 
of  the  State  generally  carry  their  produce  to  Bof- 
ton.  Roads  have  been  opened  from  Dartmouth 
College,  and  the  lower  Cohos,  to  Portfrnouth  ;  and 
the  eifablifliment  of  a  communication,  by  water  car- 
riage, acrofs  Winipifeogee  lake,  has  been  contem- 
plated. 

The  towns  above  the  lower  Cohos,  have  as  yet 
Jio  convenient  roads,  direcflly  to  the  fea  coafl:.     Tl;e 
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immenfe  mountains  between  the  rivers  Saco  and 
Connecticut,  are,  in  mofl  places,  inacceffible ;  and 
where  a  communication  is  opened,  tranfportation  is 
necelFariiy  very  difScult.  The  people  on  the  upper 
branches  of  Saco  river,  find  their  nearcfl:  market  at 
Portland,  in  Cafco  bay  ;  and  thither  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  of  the  upper  Gohos  have  relorted.  But 
from'^  a  furvey  made  in  1782,  by  Dummer  Sewall, 
Efq.  it  was  found,  that  a  road  from  Northumber- 
land, on  Connedlicut  river,  to  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion in  Kennebec  river,  is  very  pradticable.  The 
difrance  is  between  eighty  and  ninety  miles  ;  and 
for  a  third  part  of  that  diftance  from  Kennebec, 
there  are  already  roads  and  fettlements. 

The  line  wdiich  divides  the  northern  part  of  Nevv-- 
Hampihire,  from  the  eaftern  counties  of  MalTachu- 
fetts,  York  and  Cumberland,  is  an  abfurd  and  un- 
na.tural  boundary.  The  eftabliihment  of  it  orignat- 
ed  in  a  narrow,  felfiih  policy  ;  but  as  the  true  in- 
terefl  of  the  country  is  now  better  underfrood,  and 
more  liberal  fentiments  prevail,  it  appears  to  many 
attentive  obfervers,  that  the  whole  extent  of  territo- 
ry, between  the  upper  part  of  Connediicut  river  on 
the  weft,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  as  far  as  Kennebec 
on  the  caft,  and  as  far  northward  as  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  is  formed  by  nature,  to  have  a 
connexion  and  dependence,  which  may  be  rendered 
.mutaally  beneficial  to  the  maritime  and  inland 
parts.  Kow  far  the  benefit  naay  be  promoted,  by 
aa  union  of  jurifdi6:ion,  deferves  to  be  confidered. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Jllonu/ne/iis  and  rtUcts  of  the  Indians. 

I N  defcribing  any  country,  it  is  natur- 
al to  make  feme  inquiry  concerning  the  vefliges  of 
its  ancient  inhabitants.  It  is  well  known  tiiat  the 
original  natives  of  this  part  of  America,  were  not 
ambicioLis  of  perpetuating  their  fame  by  durable 
monuments.  Their  invention  was  chiefly  employ- 
ed either  in  providing  for  their  fubfiflence,  by  hunt- 
ing, filhing  and  planting,  or  in  guarding  againll  and 
furprifing  their  enemies.  Their  houfes  and  canoes 
were  conitrucled  of  light  and  periiliable  materials. 
Their  mode  of  travelling  was  to  take  all  pofTible  ad- 
vantage of  water  carriage,  and  to  ihorten  diflances, 
by  tranfporting  their  birchen  canoes  acrofs  the 
necks  of  land  which  were  convenient  for  the  pur- 
pofci  Their  manner  of  taking  fiih  was  either  by 
entangling  them  in  wears,  or  dipping  for  them  in 
fcoopnets,  or  flriking  them  with  fpears.  They  took 
quadrupeds  in  traps  or  pit-falls,  or  fliot  them,  as 
well  as  birds,  with  arrows.  For  the  conflrudlion 
of  their  canoes  and  houfes  they  ufed  hatchets,  chif- 
fels,  and  gouges  of  flone.  To  cook  their  meat,  they 
either  broiled  it  oil  coals,  or  on  a  wooden  grate,  or 
roalled  it  on  a  forked  flick,  or  boiled  it  in  kettles 
of  Hone.  Their  corn  was  pounded  in  mortars  of 
wood,  with  peftles  of  ftone.  Their  bread  was  either 
baked  on  flat  ftones  fet  before  a  fire,  or  in  green 
leaves  laid  under  hot  aflies.  Clam-fliells  ferved 
them  for  fpoons,  and  their  fmgers  for  knives  and 
forks.  They  had  no  fliarper  inftruments  than  could 
be  formed  of  ftones,  fhells  and  bones.  Of  thefe 
the  two  laft  are  perifliabie  by  age  j  but  of  the  firft, 
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relics  arc  frequently  found  in  the  places  of  their 
former  relidence,  generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
water  falls,  and  other  convenient  fiiliing  places. 
The  manner  of  finding  them  is  by  plowing  or  dig- 
ging. The  moil  of  thofe  which  have  been  difcov- 
ered,  have  come  to  light  by  accident,  and  a  few  only 
are  fo  perfedl  as  to  merit  prefervation. 

The  hatchet  is  a  hard  ftone,  eight  or  ten  inches 
in  length  and  three  or  four  in  breadth,  of  an  oval 
form,  flatted-  and  rubbed  to  an  edge  at  one  end  ; 
near  the  other  end  is  a  groove  in  which  the  handle 
was  faftened  ;  and  their  procefs  to  do  it  was  this  '. 
When  the  ftone  was  prepared,  they  chofe  a  very 
young  fapling,  and,  fplitting  it  near  the  ground, 
they  forced  the  hatchet  into  it,  as  far  as  the  groove, 
and  left  nature  to  complete  the  work  by  the  growth 
of  the  wood,  fo  as  to  fill  the  groove  and  adhere 
firmly  to  the  ftone.  They  then  cut  off  the  fapling 
above  and  below,  and  the  hatchet  was  fit  for  ufe. 

The  chiifel  is  about  fix  inches  long  and  two  inch- 
es wide,  flatted  and  rubbed  Iharp  at  one  end.  It 
was  ufed  only  by  the  hand,  for  it  v/ould  not  bear 
to  be  driven.  The  gouge  differs  from  the  chiflel 
only  in  being  hollow  at  the  edge.  With  thefe  in- 
ftruments  they  felled  trees,  cut  them  into  proper 
lengths,  fcooped  them  out  hollow  for  canoes,  trays, 
or  mortars,  and  fafnioned  them  to  any  Ihape 
which  they  pleafed.  To  save  labor,  they  made  ufe 
of  fire,  to  foften  thofe  parts  of  the  wood  which  were 
to  be  cut  with  thefe  imperfecSl  tools  ;  and  by  a 
proper  application  of  wet  earth  or  clay,  they  could 
circumfcribe  tlie  operation  of  the  fire  at  their 
pleafure.* 

*  '  I  liave  seen  a  nati  e  (says  Rop;er  Wil'iams)  go  into  the  woods  with  Ins  hatchet, 
■■"  can^in^y  on'y  a  basket  of  conie,  and  stones  to  strike  fire.  When  he  hatli  felled  his  tree 
'  (either  a  chesnut  or  pine)  he  maketh  him  a  little  hut  or  shed  of  the  bark  of  it.  He 
'  puts  fire,'  and  follows  the  barninj^;  of  it  in  the  midst,  in  many  places.  His  corne  he 
'  boils,  and  hath  the  brooke  by  him,  and  sometimes  ang;les  for  a  little  fish.  So  he  conti- 
'  mieth  biirnintj^  and  hewin£y.  until  he  hath,  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  finished,  and  getting 
'  liand9>  laujiclied  liis  boat.' 
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Their  peftles  are  long,  cylindrical  or  conical  flones, 
of  the  heavieft  kind  ;  fome  of  which  have  figures, 
rudely  wrought,  at  the  end  of  the  handle. 

Their  kettle  is  nothing  more  than  a  hole,  either 
natural  or  artificial,  in  a  large  flone  ;  but  their  mode 
of  boiling  in  it  would  not  readily  occur  to  a  perfon 
who  had  feen  a  kettle  ufed  no  other  way  than  with 
a  fire  under  it.  Their  fire  was  made  by  the  fide  of 
the  kettle,  and  a  number  of  fiiiall  ftones  were  heated. 
The  kettle  being  filled  with  water,  and  the 
food  placed  in  it,  the  hot  (lones  were  put  in,  one  af- 
ter another,  and  by  a  dextrous  repetition  of  this  pro- 
cefs,  the  meat  or  filh  was  boiled. 

Of  arrow-heads,  there  is  found  a  greater  num  - 
ber  than  of  any  other  inftrument ;  and  they  are  of 
all  fizes  from  one  to  five  inches  in  length  ;  pointed 
and  jagged,  with  a  notch  on  each  fide,  at  the  lower 
end,  to  bind  them  to  the  fhaft,  the  end  of  which 
was  fplit  to  let  in  the  head.  Children  were  early 
taught  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  and  many  of  the  arrow- 
heads which  are  found  feem  to  have  been  fit  only 
for  their  ufe. 

Another  implement  of  flone  is  found,  the  ufe  of 
which  is  to  us  undetermined.  It  is  fliaped  like  a 
pear,  with  a  neck,  and  was  probably  fufpended  by 
a  firing.  Some  fuppofe  it  was  hung  to  a  net,  and 
that  many  of  them  placed  at  the  lower  edge  ferved 
the  purpofe  of  weights  to  fink  it. 

Some  fpecimens  of  fculpture  have  been  found, 
but  they  are  not  common.  In  the  mufeum  of  the 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  there  is  an  imitation 
of  the  head  of  a  ferpent,  at  the  end  of  a  long  Hone 
peflile,  found  at  Wells,  in  the  county  of  York.  There 
is,  in  the  pofiTefiion  of  a  gentleman  in  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,  a  piece  of  bone,  on  which  is  engraven  the  bufl 
of  a  man,  apparently  in  the  agonies  of  death.  The 
countenance  is  favage,  and  the  work  is  well  exccut"- 
-I 
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ed.     This  bone  with  the  figure  on  it,  was   found  at 
the  ihore  of  the  little  bay,  in  the  river  Pafcataqua. 

In  the  places  of  their  habitations  are  fometimes 
found  circular  hearths  of  flat  (tones,  which  we're 
laid  in  the  middle  of  their  wigwams.  Their  mode 
of  lodging  was  with  their  feet  to  the  fire.  This  cuf- 
toni  is  adopted  by  people  who  lie  abroad  in  the 
woods,  and  by  others  at  home.  It  is  accounted  both 
a  preventative  and  a  remedy  for  a  cold. 

The  cellars  in  which  they  preferved  their  corn, 
are  fometimes  difcovered  in  the  new  fettlements, 
and  their  graves  are  frequently  feen.  Moft  of  the 
fkeletons  appear  to  be  in  a  fitting  pofture,  and  fonie 
remains  of  the  inftruments  vv^iich  were  fuppofed 
neceiTary  to  their  fubiiftence,  ornament  or  defence 
in  the  "  cou-itry  of  fouls,"  are  found  with  them  ; 
particularly  the  ftone  pipe  for  fmoking  tobacco,  of 
which  there  are  feveral  varieties.  In  a  piece  of  in- 
tervale land  near  the  OfTapy  pond,  is  a  timiuliis  or 
moLind  of  earth,  overgrovs^n  with  pine,  in  which,  at 
the  depth  of  two  feet,  feveral  Ikeletons  have  been 
difcovered^  buried  with  the  face  downward.*  At 
Exeter,  about  two  years  ago,  the  remains  of  an  in- 
fant ikelecon  were  dug  up.  It  was  in  a  perpendicu- 
lar polition,  and  had  been  inclofed  with  a  hollow 
log.  Some  firings  of  wampum  were  found  near  it, 
and  feveral  fpoons,  apparently  of  European  manu- 
facture. 

The  remains  of  their  fields  are  ftill  vifible  in  ma- 
ny places  ;  thefe  were  not  extenfive,  and  the  hills- 
which  they  made  about  their  corn  ftalks  were  fmall. 
Some  pieces  of  baked  earthen  ware  have  been  found 
at  Sanborn-town  and  Goff 's-town,  from  which  it  is 
fuppofed  that  the  Indians  had  learned  the  potter's 
art  ;  but  of  what  aiitiquity  thefe  remnants  are,  and- 
whether  manufactured  by  them  or  not,  is  uncertain*. 

*  MS.  letter  cf  Wentworth  Cheswell,  Esq. 
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The  paths  which  ferved  them  for  carrying  places 
between  rivers,  or  different  parts  of  the  fame  river, 
are  frequently  difcovered,  in  the  cutting  of  roads, 
o  "  laying  out  of  new  townlhips.  Probably  fome  hints 
nji  rht  be  taken  from  this  circumftance,  to  expedite 
aa  ;  :acilitate  our  inland  navigation. 

i'l  their  capital  fithing  places,  particularly  in  great 
C  and  Winipifeogee  rivers,  are   the  remains  of 

t  ;  wears,  conliructed  with  very  lari^e  (tones.  At 
^  .  iborntovv^n  there  is  the  appearance  .of  a  fortreis  con- 
hiling  of  five  diftinct  walls,  one  within  the  other,  and 
at  flwifdale  there  is  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  ;  but 
thefe  are  vailly  inferior,  both  in  defiga  and  execu- 
tion to  the  military  works  found  in  the  country  of 
the  Senekas  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ohio. 

I  have  heard  of  two  fpecimens  of  an  Indian  Ga~ 
%ettc^  found  in  New-Hampihire.  One  was  a  pine 
tree,  on  the  (liore  of  Winipileogee  river,  on  which  was 
depicted  a  canoe,  with  two  men  in  it.  This  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  a  markof  direction  to  chofewho 
might  come  after.*  The  other  was  a  tree  in  iVIoal- 
tonborough,  (landing  by  a  carrying  place,  between 
two  ponds.  On  this  tree  was  carved  the  hiftory  of 
one  of  their  expeditions.  The  number  of  the  kill- 
ed and  prifoners,  was  reprefented  by  fo  many  ha- 
mian  figures  ;  the  former  were  marked  with  the 
ftroke  of  a  knife,  acrofs  their  throats,  and  even  the 
dillinction  between  the  males  and  females,  was  pre« 
ferved.  f 

Some  of  their  modes  and  cuftoms  have  been  learn- 
ed by  our  own  people,  and  are  (lill  retained.  In 
the  river  Pafcataqua,  lobfters  and  flat  filh  are  ftruck 
with  a  fpear ;  and  the  bell  time  for  this  kind  of 
fifliing  is  the  night.  A  lighted  pitch-knot  is 
placed  on  the  outfide  of  a  canoe,  which  not  only  at- 
tracts   the  filh,  but  gives   the  fifhermen  direction 

*  Woodman's  MS .  Istttj:.  •}•  Slaw's  MS.  lettw. 
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where  to  flrike.  The  river  is  fometirnes  illuminated 
by  a  mukitude  of  thefe  floating  lights.  The  Indian 
fcoop-net  is  ihaped  like  a  pocket ;  the  edge  of  which 
is  fatlened  to  a  wooden  bow,  at  the  end  of  a  long  pole. 
With  thefe  are  caught  falmon,  Ihad,  alewives,  fmelts 
and  lampreys.  Froil-fdh  are  taken  with  wooden 
tongs,  and  black  eels  in  cylindrical  baflvcts,  with  a 
hole,  refembling  moiife  traps  made  of  wire. 

7  he  cnlheag  or  log-trap,  is  ufed  for  taking  wolves, 
bears  and  martins.  Its  fize  varies,  accordins:  to  the 
bulk  or  ilrength  of  the  animal.  It  is  a  forceps,  com- 
pcfed  of  two  long  fdcks,  one  lying  on  the  other, 
connected  at  one  end,  and  open  at  the  other.  Near 
the  open  end  is  made  a  femicircular,  covered  en- 
clofure,  ivith  iliort  ftakes,  driven  into  the  ground 
on  one  fide  of  the  logs,  v/hich  are  firmly  fecured  by 
another  ifake,  on  the  oppofitc  fide.  In  this  enciof^ 
ure  is  placed  the  bait,  faftened  to  a  round  ftick, 
which  lies  acrofs  the  lovA'-er  log,  the  upper  log  reft- 
ing  on  the  end  of  a  perpendicular  pointed  ftick, 
the  other  end  of  which  is  fet  on  the  round  ftick. 
The  animal  having  fcented  the  b?.it,  finds  no  way  to 
come  at  it,  but  by  putting  his  head  between  the 
logs.  As  ibon  as  he  touches  the  bait,  the  round 
ftick,  on  wliich  it  is  fiiftened,  rolls  ;  the  perpendicu- 
lar gives  way  ;  the  upper  log  falls,  and  cruihes  him 
to  death  in  an  inftant,  without  injuring  his  fkin. 

To  take  martins,  the  hunters  make  a  great  num- 
ber of  thefe  traps,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  quarter 
or  half  a  mile  from  each  other  ;  they  fcent  the  whole 
fpace  between  the  traps,  by  drawing  a  piece  of  raw 
fleili  on  the  ground  ;  this  fcent  guides  the  animal 
to  the  trap,  which  is  baited  with  the  fame.  The 
hunters  vifit  the  traps  once  in  a  day,  and  retire  to 
their  camp  v^ith  the  prey.  There  are  two  feafons 
for  this  fpccies  of  hunting,  namely,  in  December 
and  March, 
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Beavers  are  taken  in  iron  fpring  traps.  The  In- 
dians have  learned  to  ufe  thefe  traps,  in  preference 
to  their  own. 

The  ule  of  fnow-fhoes  was  learned  at  firfl  from 
them.  The  ihape  and  con{lru6lion  of  them  are  well 
known.  The  llick  which  proje(fl:s  behind  adls  as  a 
fpring,  and  fets  the  man  forward  at  every  flcp  ;  by 
which  means,  one  who  is  nfed  to  this  mode  of  trav- 
elling, can  walk  on  the  fnow,  more  expeditioufly 
than  on  the  ground. 

We  are  indebted  to  them,  for  the  method  of  pre- 
ferving  the  fleili  of  animals  in  fnow.  This  is  ve- 
ry ufeful  to  people  who  raife  or  buy  large  quanti- 
ties of  poultry  for  the  market.  They  fill  the  hollow 
parts,  and  pack  them  in  a  cafk  with  fnow  ;  wdiich, 
whilft  it  remains  undiffolved,  preferves  the  flelh  in 
its   orip-inal   fweetnefs.      The  Indians  had  another 

o 

way  of  preferving  flefli,  by  cutting  it  from  the 
bone,  and  drying  it  in  fmoke  ;  but  this  is  now  fel- 
dom  ufed,  unlefs  the  meat  has  been  previoully  cur- 
ed Vvnth  fait,  the  ufe  of  which,  was  unknown  to  the 
favages. 

Their  mode  of  catching  ducks,  is  ftill  ufed  in 
thofe  places  where  this  fpecies  of  game  abounds. 
In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  old  ducks  fhed  their 
feathers,  and  the  young,  being  unfledged,  are  not 
able  to  fly.  During  this  period  they  fwim  on  the 
water,  and  may  be  driven  into  fmall  creeks,  whence 
they  cannot  efcape.  1  hey  are  then  eafily  caught 
in  great  numbers,  and  prel'erved  for  winter  by  ialc 
or  imoke. 

We  have  alfo  learned  from  the  natives,  to  drefs 
leather  with  the  brains  and  fat  of  the  animal,  which 
render  it  extremely  foft  and  pliable*.     They  have 

*  A  lather  is  made  of  the  brains  and  the  soft  fat  or  marrow  in  which  the  skin  is  soak- 
td  ;  it  is  then  dried  in  smoke  ;  afterward  washed  and  soaked  in  warm  water,  till  the 
grail  is  open  then  wrung  out,  dried  hy  a  slow  fire,  nibbed  and  stretched  as  long  as  any 
tnoisture  remains  in  it.  It  is  then  jcraped  with  a  circular  hr.ife.  and  becomes  very  soft 
and  delicate.  Hearne. 
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an  art  of  dying  li?ar  in  various  colors,  which  are 
bright  and  permanent.  I  know  not  whether  they 
have  communicated  this  knowledge. 

Some  of  their  nnodes  of  cookery  have  been  adopt- 
ed, and  are  retained.  Their  roalted  and  boiled 
ears  of  green  corn,  their  jGinp  and  hum-ny^  vv'hich 
confift  of  corn  bruifed  and  foaked  or  boiled,  their 
nokebike,  which  is  corn  parched  and  pounded,  their 
fuckatajld^  which  is  a  mixture  of  corn  and  beans  boil- 
ed, are  much  ufed,  and  very  palatable.  One  of  the 
moft  delicate  of  their  diilies  was  the  upaquontop^  or 
the  head  of  a  bafs  boiled,  and  the  broch  thickened 
with  homony.  The  lip  ot  a  moofe,  and  the  tail 
of  a  beaver,  prepared  in  this  manner,  were  among 
their  greateft  luxuries.  They  prepared  a  very  agreea- 
ble liquor  by  infafing  the  meal  of  parched  corn  in 
warm  water  and  fvveetening  it  with  the  fugar  of 
maple. 

Their  cultivation  was  extremely  imperfedl.  The 
only  objects  of  it  were  corn,  beans,  pumpkins  and 
fquafhes,  which  were  planted  by  their  vv^omen,  with 
the  aid  of  no  inflruments  but  ftones  and  clam-flieils; 
and  no  manure  but  fifli^.  Yet,  tlieir  judgmeat  of 
the  proper  feafon  for  planting,  cannot  be  amended. 
It  was  when  the  leaves  of  the  white  oak  are  as  big 
as  the  ear  of  a  moufe.  Their  method  of  girdling 
trees  to  kill  them,  that  the  land  might  be  opened 
for  planting,  is  ufed  by  fome  people  in  their  firft 
eflays  of  huibandry.  It  is  not  only  a  lazy  falhion  and 
quite  inexcufeabie  where  axes  may  be  had,  but  the 
ground  needs  clearing  as  often  as  the  trees  or 
branches  are  broken  off  by  the  wind. 

The  virtues  of  many  herbs,  roots  and  barks,  with 
which  the  country  abounds,  were  well  known  to 
the  natives,  and  fome  traditionary  knowledge  of 
this  kind  has  been  prefer ved,  though  much  is  loft 
•for  want  of  a  more  certain  mode  of  prefervation 
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than  human  memory.  Some  of  their  medicinal 
operations  are  Hill  pra6lired  ;  buc  mod  of  them  are 
difuied,  being  fuperfeded  by  profefTional  improve- 
ments. They  raifed  a  bliller  by  burning  punk  or 
touchwood  on  the  Ikin.  They  applied  roots,  boiled 
loft,  in  the  form  of  a  poultice  to  the  throat  or  other 
parts,  when  iWelled  or  inflamed.  They  relieved  3, 
pcrfon  chilled  with  cold,  by  pouring  warm  water 
down  the  throat.  They  attempted  the  cure  of  fevers 
by  fweatlag  in  a  covered  hut,  with  the  fleam  of 
water  poured  on  hot  Hones,  and  then  plunging  into 
cold  Water.  For  pains  in  the  limbs  they  had  anoth- 
er mode  of  fweating.  A  num.ber  of  fods  were  heat- 
ed, and  the  patient,  wrapped  in  a  mat,  was  laid  on 
fome  and  covered  with  others,  till  the  heat  of  the 
turf  was  fuppofed  to  have  extradled  the  pain»  The 
offices  of  phyfician  and  pried  were  united  in  the 
fame  perfon,  and  a  variety  of  myilerious  rites  ac- 
companied his  operations. 

They  had  a  knowledge  of  poifons  and  antidotes, 
and  could  fo  prepare  themfelves,  that  the  mod  ven- 
omo  IS  ferpents  would  avoid  them,  or  prove  harm- 
lefs  in  their  hands.  This  knowledge  has  feldom 
been  communicated,  and  is  always  treated  as  myde- 
rious. 

I  widi  it  could  not  be  faid,  that  fome  of  their  fu- 
perditious  notions  have  been  transferred  and  propa- 
gated. The  idea  that  lonely  mountains  and  rocks 
are  inhabited  by  departed  fpirits,  and  other  invifi- 
ble  and  imaginary  beings,  is  not  yet  worn  out.  Cer- 
tain charms  and  fpells,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
effectual  prefervatives,  or  cures  in  cafes  of  witch- 
craft, are  dill  in  ufe  among  the  vulgar  ;  though  per- 
haps fome  of  thefe  traditions  may  owe  their  origin 
to  the  fuperdition  of  our  European  ancedors,  de- 
fcended  from  the  remoter  favages  of  Britain,  Ire- 
land and  Germany.     Thefe  notions,  however  pitied 
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by  fome,  and  ridiculed  by  others,  are  ftill  deeply 
engraven  on  the  minds  of  many,  and  are  maintain- 
ed with  an  inflexibility  which  would  do  them  honor 
if  the  caufe  were  worthy  of  defence.  So  ftrong  are 
thefe  impreilions,  that  the  fame  perfons,  whofe  in- 
trepidity in  fcenes  of  real  danger  is  unqueftionable, 
often  render  themfelves  miferable  by  the  apprehen- 
iioa  of  evils,  which  exifl  only  ia  their  imagination. 
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CHAP.     VIIL 

Forest-'.fccs,  and  other  vegetable  J:rbduc!ions. 

r  EW  perfons  in  this  country,  have  flucli- 
ed  natural  hiftory  as  a  fcience,  and  of  thofe  who  have 
a  tarte  for  inquiries  of  this  kind,  none  have  had  leif- 
ure  to  perfiie  them,  to  the  extent  which  is  defireable. 
In  the  defcription  of  an  American  State,  it  would 
be  unpardonable  not  to  take  notice  of  its  natural 
productions.  With  much  diffidence  I  enter  on  this 
part  of  my  work,  fenfible  that  my  knowledge  of  the 
fubject  is  imperfect,  yet,  delirous  of  contributing 
Something,  to  promote  a  branch  of  fcience,  now  in 
its  infancy  ;  but  for  which  there  is  an  ample  field 
of  inquiry.* 

Elm  (idmus  americafia. )  Of  this  tree  there  is  but 
one  fpecies,  of  which  there  are  two  varieties,  the 
white  and  the  red.  The  inner  rind  of  both  is  flringy 
and  tough,  and  is  frequently  ufed  for  the  bottoms 
of  chairs,  and  for  bed-cords.  The  wood  is  not  eafi- 
ly  fplic  and  therefore  ferves  for  the  naves  of  wheels. 
The  bark  of  the  white  elm  is  ufed  medicinally  for 
the  gravel.  The  European  elm  (iihnus  campejlris ) 
is  fo  far  naturalized  as  to  propagate  itfelf  in  copfes. 

Sailcifras  (lanriis  fijfqfras)  is  commonly  found 
in  moid  land.  It  does  not,  in  this  State,  grow  to  a 
large  fize.  Its  root,  bark  and  leaves  have  an  aro- 
matic fmell.  It  affords  a  valuable  ingredient  for 
beer  as  well  as  for  medicinal  purpofes.  The  wood 
makes  handfome  bedfleads,  and  it  is  faid  that  bugs 

*  For  the  arrangement  of  the  several  articles  in  the  botanical  and  zoological  chapters, 
for  their  generic  and  specific  names,  and  for  some  of  the  observations  on  their  nature  and 
properties,  I  am  indebted  to  the  friendly  assistance  of  the  Rev.  Dr,  Manasseh  Cwtkr,  «^ 
?r?vvif!j.  and  Mr.  William  Dandridge  Peck,  of  Kitter>-. 
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will  notb^  fouad  in  then  for  feveral  years.  The 
Splc3-'.v33l  (la-irus  bei-zoln)  or  as  it  is  coiiimoiily 
called  Fever-bu  h,  is  a'.ioth^r  fp3cies  of  the  IwiniSy 
CO  n  n)i  ill  New-Hinp  hire.  Ic  i?  mjre  aroaiitic 
than  the  faXifras.  In  thr^  wefleni  coiiatry,  its  fruit 
and  bark  are  ufed  as  a  fabllitiite  iox ptmznto. 

Wild  Cherry.  Of  this  we  have  many  fpecies  ; 
but  they  have  not  been  well  arranged,  and  properly 
diilinguiilied.  They  are  very  numerous  in  land 
which  has  been  newly  cleared,  if  not  kept  down 
by  culture.  The  wood  of  the  largeft  cherry-tree 
(prumis  virginiana )  is  very  highly  edeemed  in  cabi- 
net work,  being  of  a  firm  texture,  a  fmooth  grain, 
and  a  beautiful  colour,  between  red  and  yellow. 

BadAvood  or  Lime-tree  {tilia  amnricanci)  is  fome- 
times  fawed  into  boards,  which  are  very  white,  but 
foft,  and  ealily  warped. 

Locuil  [rob'miapf.udo-acacici)  is  excellent  fuel.  Its 
trunk  ferves  for  durable  pods  fat  in  the  ground,  and 
may  be  fplit  into  trunnels  for  fhips,  which  are  equal 
to  any  wood  for  that  purpofe.  It  thrives  on  Tandy 
and  gravelly  foils,  and  its  leaves  enrich  them.  For 
tliefe  reafons,  the  cultivation  of  the  locuft  has  been 
thought  an  object  worthy  of  attention,  efpecially  as 
it  is  a  tree  of  quick  growth.  For  feveral  years  pafh 
it  has  been  injured  by  a  beetle -infect,  which  bores 
a  hole  through  its  trunk.  Many  trees  have  been 
entirely  killed,  and  this  circumilance  has  proved  a 
difcouragement  to  their  propagation. 

Birch.  Of  this  we  have  four  fpecies.  1.  White 
(beiulaalba.)  The  bark  of  this  tree  is  a  fub fiance  of 
a  lingular  kind,  and  is  perhaps  the  only  bark  which 
is  lefs  liable  to  rot  than  the  wood  which  it  enclofes. 
The  whole  interior  fubftance  of  a  fallen  tree,  is  fre- 
quently found  rotten,  whilft  the  bark  remains  found. 
This  bark  is  compofed  of  feveral  lamina^  eafily  fepa- 
rable,  of  a  firm  confiftence,  thin,  flexible,  foft  and 
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fmooth.  it  may  be  written  upon,  like  paper.  It 
is  very  inflammable,  emitting  a  vivid  ilame  and  a 
very  denie,  black  fmoke,  which  might  eafily  be  col- 
leded  like  lampblack.  Of  this  bark  the  Indians 
formed  diflies,  boxes,  and  light  portable  canoes, 
hich  they  fewed  together  with  {lender  but  tough 
niaments  of  the  roots  of  fpr'uce  and  cedar,  cement- 
ing the  joints  with  turpentine.  2.  Black  [betula  ni- 
^~ni.)  1  he  heart  of  this  tree  is  of  a  beautiful 
brown,  and  is  frecaienfly  fplit  and  turned.  It  makes 
handfome  bedilieads,  chairs  and  tables.  Much  of 
it  is  exrortcd  to  Europe.  S.  Red  or  Yellow  {betula 
h?itcj,)  'This  is  chiefly  ufed  for  fewel,  and  is  much 
ellccmed.  4.  Alder  [betula  abms.)  Its  bark  is  much 
employed  in  dying  a  dark  brown.  The  wood,  when 
of  a  proper  fize,  makes  excellent  charcoal.  It  is 
common  in  fwamps  and  by  the  fide  of  rivers  and 
brooks. 

Oak.  Of  this  we  have  four  fpecies  in  New- 
Kampfliire.  1.  Black,  {quercus  nigra.)  The  inner 
bark  is  ufed  for  tanning.  The  timber  for  the  keels 
of  ihips.  2.  Red,  [quercus  rubra.)  Of  this  fpecies 
there  are  three  varieties.  (1.)  The  red,  which 
grows  fometimes  on  high  and  dry  land,  but  delights 
in  a  moid  foil,  and  is  generally  found  on  the  de- 
clivities of  hills  and  borders  of  fwamps.  The  wood 
of  this  tree  is  eafily  riven,  and  makes  excellent  ftaves 
for  molalfes  and  for  dry  cafks.  ['2.)  Thefwamp  oak, 
which  is  found  in  low  wet  places.  It  is  pofleiTed  of 
greater  elallicity  than  any  other  oak.  Splints  of  this 
wood  have  been  fubflituted  for  whalebone.  (3.) 
Yellow,  which  grows  on  hills  and  dry  ridges  of 
land,  makes  the  beft  of  pipe  ftaves  and  (hip-timber.* 
3.  White,  [quercus  alba.)  4.  Shrub  oak.  [quercus pu- 
mila.)    It  is  found    on  barren  hills   and  plains.     It 

*•  Tliis  arrangement  of  the  oaks  is  suggested  by  Dr.  Cutler.  In  cominon  parlanM, 
the  oak,  which  Is  vr  ed  for  pipe-staves  and  ship  timber,  is  called  the  upland  nvMte  oak  ;  it 
it  one  of  the  most  useful  and  valuable  trees  of  the  An>«r>can  forest. 
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produces  a  gall,  which  is  evidently  the  nidus  of  an 
infedt,  and  has  been  uled  an  ingredient  in  writing 
ink.  There  is  another  oak,  called  the  chejnut  or 
iieiv-found  oak  ;  but  whether  it  be  of  a  difierent 
f})ecies,  or  a  variety  of  either  fpecies  above-mention- 
ed, has  not  been  determined. 

Walnut.  The  American  fpecies  of  this  genus, 
have  been  confounded  by  botanical  writers.  There 
are  at  lead  three  in  New-Ham};ihire.  1.  White  oi* 
round  nut  Hickory,  {^juglans  alba.)  Its  fap  is  fyveet, 
but  does  not  How  freely.  Its  wood  is  fmooth  and 
tough,  and  is  much  ufed  for  gun- Hocks,  axe- handles 
and  walking-llicks.  2.  Shag-bark  ( /V^/^/7j-  chierlaT^ 
The  wood  of  this  tree  is  not  fo  valuable  as  the  white  ; 
but  the  fruit  is  preferable,  being  larger,  and  having 
a  fofter  fhell.  3.  Oil-nut  or  Butter-nut.  This  fpecies 
has  been  called,  by  fome  authors,  jiiglans  alba^  and 
by  others, yV(^A'z/^j'///^r^.  It  differs  fpecifically  from 
^•JDOth,  and  therefore  Dr.  Cutler  has  given  it  the  dif- 
tinguiihing  name  oi  juglans  cathartica^  expreflive  of 
the  peculiar  property  of  its  bark,  the  extracft  of 
which  is  one  of  the  befl  cathartics  in  the  materia 
7nedlca.  It  neither  produces  gripings,  nor  leaves  the 
patient  coilive,  and  may  be  made  efficacious,  with- 
out hazard,  by  increafing  the  dofe.  Its  operation  is 
kind  and  fafe,  even  in  the  mod  delicate  conftitutions. 
It  is  an  excellent  family  medicine,  is  well  adapted 
to  hofpitals,  navies  and  armies.  It  was  much  ufed 
by  the  military  phyhcian?,  in  the  late  war  ;  and  it 
may  become  a  valuable  article  of  exportation.  It  is 
faid  to  be  one  of  the  beft  antidotes  againtl  the  bite 
of  the  rattle-fnake.  The  fruit  of  this  tree,  when 
gathered  young,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  makes  an 
excellent  pickle.     When  ripe,  it  is  a  fattening  food 

*  '  I  am  uncertain  whetlier  this  be  the  f/^i'^;*  of  authors,  and  therefore  have  added  the 
'  mark  oi  iiitern-o;afion.  M  it  be  not  the  cir.eria  (to  wluch  the  diameters  pretty  weH 
^  agrcej  jt  bds  no  speciJlc  ran^e,'  Dr.  Ctttti/r^ 
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for  fwine.  Its  fhell  is  black,  hard  and  rough.  Its 
kernel  contains  a  large  quantity  of  a  rich  fweet  oil.* 
Its  wood  makes  good  fencing  fluff;  and  its  bark, 
befides  the  medicinal  virtues  which  it  pofTeffes,  has 
a  quality  of  dying  feveral  fhades  of  grey  and  black. 

Cheliiut,  [frgns  cajlanea)  is  chiefly  ufed  for 
fencing  ;  it  is  ftraight,  coarfe  grained,  eafily  riven 
and  very  durable.  It  is  fometimes  fplit  into  ftaves 
and  heading  for  dry  caflvs. 

Beech,  [fagus  fylvatica.)  Of  this  there  are  three 
varieties.  The  white  and  the  red  are  ufed  as  fewel. 
The  black  is  fmall  and  tough,  and  is  ufed  only  for 
withes  and  fwitches. 

Hornbeam  [carpiniis  betidus)  is  a  fmall  but  tough 
tree,  and  is  ufed  only  for  levers,  hand  fpikes  and 
flakes. 

Button-wood  [platanus  occidentalism  is  a  large  tree, 
but  as  tough  as  the  hornbeam.  It  is  ufed  for  wind- 
lalfes,  wheels  and  blocks. 

Pine,  ^pinus^  Of  this  genus  we  have  at  leaftfeven 
fpecies.  1.  ""J  he  White  Pine  [pinus  Jirobus)  is  un- 
doubtedly the  prince  of  the  American  foreft  in  fize, 
age  and  majefly  of  appearance.  More  of  this  fpe- 
cies have  been  produced  in  New-Ham pfliire,  and  the 
eaflern  counties  of  Maffachufetts  than  in  all  Ameri- 
ca befides.  Ihefe  trees  have  a  very  thin  fap,  and 
are  diilinguiflied  by  the  name  of  mafl-pine  from 
the  lucceeding  growth  of  the  fame  fpecies,  which 
are  called  faplings.  The  bloffom  of  this  and  other 
pines  appears  about  the  middle  of  June,  \x.^farhia  is 
of  a  bright  yellow,  and  fo  fubtil  that  it  is  exhaled 
with  vapor  from  the    earth,  afcends  into  the  clouds 

•  In  the  southern  and  western  parte  of  tlie  United  States,  this  tree  is  found  in  very- 
great  abundance.  The  Indians  preserved  the  oil  ^^llich  tliey  extracttd  from  the  nut. 
Of  this  we  have  an  early  testimony  in  the  journal  of  Ferdinando  de  J-oto,  A.  D.  1540. 
When  he  came  to  Chiaha,  situate  near  the  Apalnchian  mountains,  about  the  latitude  of 
84*,  he  '  found  great  store  of  oil  of  walnuts,  clear  as  butter,  and  of  good  taste.'  [Puirhas, 
vol.  5.  page  1539.)  The  Indians  of  New-tngland  extracted  an  oil  from  acorns,  by  boilf 
mg  them  in  water  with  ashee  of  punk,  «r  the  rotten  heart  of  n.aple. 

Josselyn%  Voyage. 
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and falls  with  rain,  forming  a  yellow  fcum  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  which  the  ignorant  erroneouf^ 
ly  call  fulphur  from  the  fimilarity  of  its  colour. 

When  a  mafl  tree  is  to  be  felled,  much  prepara- 
tion is  neceflary.  So  tall  a  (tick  without  any  limbs 
nearer  the  ground  than  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet,  is 
in  great  danger  of  breaking  in  the  fall.  To  prevent 
this,  the  workmen  have  a  contrivance  which  they 
call  bedding  the  tree,  which  is  thus  executed.  They 
know  in  what  direction  the  tree  v/ill  fall  ;  and  they 
cut  down  a  number  of  fmaller  trees  which  grow  in 
that  direction  ;  or  if  there  be  none,  they  draw  oth- 
ers to  the  fpot,  and  pla.ce  them  fo  that  the  falling 
tree  may  lodge  on  their  branches  ;  which  breaking 
or  yielding  under  its  preffure,  render  its  fall  eafy 
and  fafe.  A  time  of  deep  fnow  is  the  moll  favora- 
ble feafon,  as  the  rocks  are  then  covered,  and  a  nat- 
ural bed  is  formed  to  receive  the  tree.  When  fallen, 
it  is  exam.ined,  and  if  to  appearance  it  be  found,  it 
is  cut  in  the  proportion  of  three  feet  in  length  to 
every  inch  of  its  diameter,  for  a  mafl ;  but  if  intend- 
ed for  a  bow-fpirit  or  a  yard,  it  is  cut  fliorter.  If  it 
be  not  found  throughout,  or  if  it  break  in  falHng, 
it  is  cut  into  logs  for  the  faw  mill. 

W^hen  a  mail  is  to  be  drawn,  as  its  length  will 
not  admit  of  its  paffing  in  a  crooked  road,  a  flraight 
path  is  cut  and  cleared  for  it  through  the  woods. 
If  it  be  rut  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  large  river,  it 
is  drawn  to  the  bank  and  rolled  into  the  water,  or  in 
the  winter  it  is  laid  on  the  ice  to  be  floated  away  at 
the  breaking  up  of  the  river  in  the  fpring.  From 
other  fituations  malls  are  now  conveyed  twenty, 
thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  landing  places  at  the  head 
of  the  tide,  and  as  the  diftance  has  increafed,  more 
fafe  and  eafy  modes  of  conveyance  have  been  invent- 
ed.' Formerly,  if  drawn  on  V'/heels,  the  mafl  was 
raifed  by  levers,  and  himg  by  chains  under  the  axie» 
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In  tills  cafe  it  was  neceflciry  to  uie  very  flrong  and 
heavy  chains,  and  wheels  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  feet 
in  diameter,  that  the  maft,  in  pailing  might  be  clear- 
ed from  the  ground,  which  was  often  encumbered 
with  rocks  and  flumps.  Now,  the  common  wheels 
and  chains  are  ufcd,  and  the  largell  (lick,  by  a  very 
eafy  operation,  is  raifed  on  the  axle.  To  perform 
this,  the  wheels  being  brought  near  to  it,  are  cant- 
ed ;  the  axle  being  fet  in  a  perpendicular  poiition, 
one  wheel  on  the  ground  and  the  other  aloft.  The 
mad  is  then  rolled  over  the  rim  and  fpokes  of  the 
lower  wheel,  and  failened  to  the  axle  ;  and  when  it 
is  thus  fixed,  a  chain,  v/hich  is  previoufly  made  fafl 
to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  upper  wheel,  is  hooked  to 
a  yoke  of  oxen  ;  who,  by  a  jerk,  bring  down  the  up- 
per and  raife  the  lower  wheel,  and  thus  both  are 
brought  into  their  proper  pofition,  with  the  mail 
mounted  on  the  axle.  They  ufe  two  pair  of  wdieels, 
one  at  each  end  of  the  maft ;  by  which  means,  it  is 
not  galled  by  friction  on  the  ground  ;  and  the 
draught  is  rendered  much  eafier  for  the  cattle. 

When  a  mail  is  to  be  drawn  on  the  fnow,  one  end 
is  placed  on  a  fled,  fliorter,  but  higher  than  the  com- 
mon fort,  and  rcfbs  on  a  flrong  block,  which  is  laid 
acrofs  the  middle  of  the  fled.  Formerly,  the  butt 
end  was  placed  foremofl,  and  faflened  by  chains  to 
the  bars  of  the  fled,  which  was  attended  by  this  in- 
convenience ;  that  in  fidelong  ground,  the  flick  by 
its  rolling  would  overfet  the  fled,  and  the  drivers 
had  much  difficulty  either  to  prevent  or  remedy  this 
difafter,  by  the  help  of  levers  and  ropes.  The  in- 
vention of  the  fvvivel  chain  precludes  this  difficulty. 
One  part  of  this  chain  is  faflened  to  the  tongue  of 
the  fled,  and  the  other  to  the  fmallefl  end  of  the  maft, 
by  means  of  a  circular  groove  cut  in  it  ;  one  of  the 
intermedia  t  links  is  a  fwivel,  which,  by  its  eafy 
turning,  allows  the  flick  to  roll  from,  fide  to  fide, 
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without  overtiirning  the  fled.  In  defcenduig  a  long 
and  deep  hill,  they  have  a  contrivance  to  prevent  the 
load  from  making  too  rapid  a  defcent.  Some  of  the 
cattle  are  placed  behind  it  ;  a  chain  which  is  at- 
tached to  their  yokes  is  brought  forward  and  fafl:en- 
ed  to  the  hinder  end  of  the  load,  and  the  refi (lance 
which  is  made  by  thefe  cattle,  checks  the  defcent. 
This  operation  is  called  tailing.  The  moft  dangerous 
circumftance,  is  the  paffing  over  the  top  of  a  fharp 
hill,  by  which  means,  the  oxen  which  are  nearell  to 
the  tongues  are  fometimes  fufpended,  till  the  fore- 
moil  cattle  can  ch*aw  the  mail  fo  far  over  the  hill, 
as  to  give  them  opportunity  to  recover  the  ground. 
In  this  cafe  the  drivers  are  obliged  to  ufe  much 
judgment  and  care,  to  keep  the  cattle  from  being 
killed.  There  is  no  other  way  to  prevent  this  in- 
convenience than  to  level  the  roads. 

The  bell  white  pine  trees' are  fold  for  malls,  bow- 
fprits  and  yards,  for  large  fhips.*  Thofe  of  an  infe- 
rior fize,  partly  unfound,  crooked,  or  broken  in 
falling,  are  either  fawn  into  planks  and  boards,  or 

*  Douo^las  [voi.  II.  pii^e  53.]  speaks  of  a  white  pine,  cut  near  Dunstable,  in  1736, 
whidi  was  '  straiglit  ami  sound,  seven  feet  eight  inches  in  diameter,  at  the  butt  end.' 
He  also  savs,  that  when  '  Col.  Partridge'  (fornwrly  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
shire) '  had  the  mast  contract,  lie  sent  home  a  few  of  38  inches,  and  two  of  42  inches.' 

1  have  obtained  from  the  books  of  the  late  contractor,  Mark  Hunking  Wentwcrtli, 
Esq.  deceased,  the  fo'lowiug  account  of  the  siie  and  value  of  sucli  sticks  as  he  sent  te- 
England  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

Masts.  Yards  Eowsprits. 
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3V'.  ft.  It  nrrtst  be  observed,  that  all  these  were  hewn  into  the  proper  shape  before  tli^ 
I'nal  dimen-ions  were  tak.cn.  \\hich  determined  tlieir  value. 
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fDFined  into  canoes,  or  cut  into  bolts  for  the  ufe  of 
coopers,  or  fplit  and  fliaved  into  clapboards  and 
filing] cs.  Boards  of  this  wood  are  much  ufed  fo 
wa.infcoting  and  cabinet  work  ;  it  is  of  fniooth  grain, 
and  when  free  from  knots,  docs  no  injury  to  the 
tools  of  the  workmen  ;  but  the  foftnefs  of  its  tex- 
ture fubjectsit  to  Ihrink  and  fwell  with  the  weath- 
er. The  fapling  pine,  though  of  the  fame  fpecies,  is 
not  fo  firm  and  fmooth  as  the  veteran  pine  of  the 
forefb,  and  is  more  fenfibly  affected  by  the  weather. 

The  flumps  and  roots  of  the  mail  pine  are  very 
durable.  It  is  a  common  faying,  that  '  no  man  ever 
*  cut  down  a  pine,  and  lived  to  fee  the  ftump  rotten.* 
After  many  years,  when  the  roots  have  been  loofen- 
ed  by  the  frofl,  they  are,  with  much  labor,  cut  and 
dug  out  of  the  ground,  and  being  turned  up  edge 
way,  are  fet  for  fences  to  fields  ;  in  which  ftate  they 
have  been  known  to  remain  found  for  half  a  cen- 
tury. A  collection  of  thefe  roots  would  make  an 
impenetrable  a  a  l>  at  is,  rwhich  nothing  but  fire  could 
eafily  deftroy. 

Before  the  revolution,  all  white  pines  (excepting 
thofe  growing  in  any  townfhip  granted  before  the 
twenty-firft  of  September,  1722)  were  accounted 
the  King's  property,  and  heavy  penalties  were  an- 
nexed to  the  cutting  of  them,  without  leave  from 
the  King's  furveyor.  Since  that  event,  thefe  trees, 
like  all  others,  are  the  property  of  the  landholder. 

(2.)  The  Yellow  pine  [pinus pined)  is  harder  and 
heavier  than  the  white,  but  never  grows  to  the  fame 
fize  ;  its  planks  and  boards  are  ufed  for  the  floors 
of  houfes  and  the  decks  of  fliips. 

(3.)  The  Pitch  pine  {pi7iiis  tadd)  is  the  hardefl  and 
heaviefl  of  all  the  pines  ;  it  is  fometimes  put  to  the 
fame  ufes  as  the  yellow  pine  ;  but  at  prefent  the 
principal  ufe  of  it  is  for  fewel.  When  burnt  in 
kilns,  it  makes  the  befl  kind  of  charcoal  j  its  knots 
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and  roots  being  full  of  the  terebinthinc  oil,  afford  a 
light  farpaiung  candles;  its  foot  is  collected,  and  uied 
for  l.iinp  black.  The  making  of  tar  from  it  is  now 
wholly  difafed.  Formerly,  when  it  was  made,  the 
method  was  this.  A  piece  of  clay  ground  was  chof- 
en  ;  or  if  it  could  not  conveniently  be  had,  the  earth 
was  paved  with  iloiie  or  brick,  in  a  circular  form, 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  raifed  in 
the  middle,  and  a  circular  trench  was  drawn  round 
it,  a  few  inches  in  depth.  The?  wood  being  cut  and 
fplit,  was  fet  upright  in  a  conical  pile,  and  covered 
on  every  iide  v/ith  fods,  a  hole  being  left  open  at  the 
top,  where  the  pile  was  fet  on  fire.  The  confined  heat 
melted  the  refinous  juices  of  the  wood,  which  flow- 
ed out  at  the  bottom  into  the  circular  trench,  and 
was  conducted  by  other  gutters,  to  holes  in  the 
earth,  in  vv^hich  were  fet  barrels  to  receive  it.  Tur- 
pentine is  collected  from  every  fpecies  of  the  pine, 
by  boxing  the  trees  ;  that  from  the  Vv^hite  pine  is  the 
purefc  ;  it  fbmetimes  dillils  from  the  tree  in  beauti- 
fully tranfparent  drops. 

4.  The  Larch  [phu/j  larlx)  is  the  only  tree  of  the 
terebinthine  quality  which  fbeds  its  leaves  in  au- 
tumn. Its  turpentine  is  faid  to  be  the  fame  with  the 
Burgundy  pitch. 

(5.)  The  Fir  [p'lmis  halfiunea)  yields  a  finebalfam, 
■which  is  contained  in  fmall  blitters  on  the  exterior 
furface  of  its  bark.  This  balfam  is  ufed  both  as  an 
extern-al  and  internal  medicine.  The  wood  is  coarf- 
er,  and  more  brittle,  than  the  pine,  and  is  feldom  ei- 
ther hewn  or  fawn. 

(G.)  Of  Spruce  [pinus  canadetijis)  we  have  two 
varieties,  the  white  and  the  black.  The  ivhitcfpruce 
is  tall  and  flender,  its  grain  is  twilling,  and 
when  flrippcd  of  its  bark,  it  v/ill  crack  in  a  warm 
fun.  It  is  the  worfl  wood  for  fewel,  becaufe  of  its 
continual  fnapping  5  in  this  refpect  it  exceeds  hem- 
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lock  and  chefnut ;  both  of  which  are  remarkable  for 
the  fame  ill  quality,  it  is  fometimes  formed  into 
oars  for  large  boats,  but  is  inferior  to  afh.  It  is  oiten 
uled  for  fpars,  for  fencing  Ifuft  and  for  fcaffolding, 
for  all  which  purpofes,  its  form  and  texture  render 
it  very  convenient,  as  it  is  flraight  and  tough,  and 
may  be  had  of  any  fize  from  two  inches  to  two  feet 
in  diameter.  The  black fpruce  is  ufeci  only  for  ht:cr. 
The  young  twigs  of  it  are  boiled  till  the  bark  may 
eaiily  be  dripped  from  the  wood,  and  being  fweeten- 
ed  with  molailes,  make  one  of  the  moil  pleafant 
and  v^holefome  beverages  which  nature  affords.  Cf 
this  fpruce  is  made  the  eiTence,  which  is  as  well 
known  in  ^lurope  as  in  America. 

(7.)  The  Hemlock  ( pinus  ables )  is,  in  flature,  the 
next  tree  to  the  mall  pine.  It  grows  large  it  in 
fwampy  land,  and  is  very  flraight.  Its  grain  is 
coarfe,  and  is  not  eafily  fplit  or  hewn,  but  is  fa  wed 
into  planks,  joifts,  and  laths.  Its  chief  excellence 
in  building  is,  that  it  holds  a  nail  exccdingly  well. 
It  makes  good  flooring  for  bridges  and  barns,  and 
the  round  timber  is  very  durable  in  wharfs  and 
dams.  The  bark  is  excellent  for  tanning  leather. 
The  balfam  of  the  hemlock  is  ufed  mediciQally,  bat 
it  cannot  be  collected  in  any  great  quantities. 

White  cedar  [thuja  Occident  alls, "^ 

Red  cedar  (jumper us  virgin'iaua.^ 

'  The  white  cedar  of  the  foiuhern  States  [cupi'cffus 
^  thyoides^  is  a  very  different  tree  from  the  white  ce- 
'dar  of  the  northern  States  ;  but  the  red  cedar  is 
'  the  fame  in  all  the  States.      It  is  a  juniper,   and  a 

*  fpecies  of  that  in  Europe  v/hich  produces  thejuni- 
'  per  berries.     The  wood  of  the   red  cedar,  is  more 

*  durable,  when   fet  in   the   earth,  than   any  other 

*  wood  growing  in  this  country.* 

'We  have  another  fpecies  of  juniper  f jumper  us fd" 

*  bitia)  which  does  not  rife  more  than  eighteen  inches 

*  from  the  ground  ;  but  the  branches  extend  hori- 
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'  zontally  feveral  yards  ;  and  form,  in  open  paltures, 
'  an   extenfive   bed   of  evergreen.     The  leaves   are 

*  mixed  with   oats,   and   given  to   horfes  to  deftroy 
'  the  worms,  which  infcH  their  bowels.' 

White  willow  (fal'ix  alba')  is  originally  an  exotic, 
but  now  well    naturalized   and   much    propagated. 

*  The  bark  of  this  tree  is  ufcd  as  a  fubftitute  for  the 
'  cortex  periiviajia^ 

Swamp  willow  (fallx)  is  the  firfl  tree  that  fhows  its 
blofToms  in  the  fpring.  In  fome  feafons,  its  white 
£owers  exhibit  a  dellghtfvil  appearance,  when  all 
the  neighbouring  trees  remain  in  their  wintry  hue. 

Poplar  or  Afpen  (pfjpidiis  trcmnla.')  This  tree  is 
more  frequently  found  in  open  or  clear  land,  than  in 
thick  woods.  Ic  is  of  quick  growtli.  The  wood  is 
white,  foft  and  fmooth.  It  is  ufcd  for  la'Ts  aixl 
heels  of  ihoes,and  for  fome  kinds  of  turned  work. 

Black  poplar  or  Balfam  tree.  This  is  a  beautiful 
foreft  tree,  of  a  large  fize,  and  quick  growth  ;  very 
proper  for  walks  and  fnades.  Its  buds,  in  the  fpring, 
are  full  of  a  rich  balfam,  refembling  the  ballam  of 
Peru.     As  the  buds  expand  the  balfam  difappears. 

Of  the  Maple  we  have  three  Ipecies.  I.  The 
white  [acer  uegwido)  efpecially  that  which  is  curled 
in  its  grain,  is  much  ufed  in  cabinet  work  ;  it  is 
iirm  and  fmooth  ;  it  takes  a  fine  poliih,  and  may  be 
Rained  of  the  colour  of  black  walnut  or  mahogany. 
2.  The  red  [acer  rubruni)  grows  in  fwamps,  and  is 
fit  only  for  fuel.  3.  The  black  or  rock  maple,  ex- 
ceeds the  others  in  this  refpect,  being  of  a  very  clofe 
texture,  hard  and  heavy,  even  when  perfectly  dry. 
But  the  grand  excellency  of  this  tree,  is  the  faccha- 
rine  quality  of  its  fap,  which  has  obtained  for  it  the 
name  of  Sugar  maple,  [acer  faccharinum. ) 

Thofe  trees  which  grow  in  cleared  land,  do  not 
yield  fap  in  fuch  qviantities  as  thofe  which  grow  in 
the  thick  woods ;    but  it  is  richer.     The  fame  dif- 
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ference  is   obferved  between  thofe  which  grow  in 
wet»and  in  dry  land. 

To  procure  the  ilip,  an  incilion  is  made  by  two 
fcores,  an  inch  and  half,  or  two  inches  deep,  and 
fVoni  i\x  to  eight  inches  long,  in  the  form  of  the  let- 
ter V.  This  method  of  tapping  caufes  the  tree  to 
bleed  very  freely,  and  in  two  or  three  years,  kills  it ; 
n  circumllance  not  much  regarded  where  the  trees 
are  numerous,  and  a  continual  lucceliion  of  them, 
n:ay  be  had  ;  but  if  care  be  taken  to  tap  them,  by 
making  a  fmall  circular  incilion,  and  filling  it  with 
a  plug  when  the  fuafon  is  paft,  the  bark  will  cover 
the  wound,  and  the  tree  will  laft  many  years.  From 
the  lower  part  of  the  incifion,  the  fap  is  guided  by  a 
fmall  flick  into  a  trough,  containing  two  or  three 
gallons.  Thefe  troughs  are  made  by  cutting  the 
tlie  pine,  or  fome  other  foft  vv^ood,  into  pieces  of  a 
yard  long,  and  fplitting  them  in  halves,  a  cavity  is 
then  made  in  each  half,  by  a  narrow  axe,  and  fo  ex- 
pert are  the  woodmen  at  this  bufinefs,  that  one  of 
them  will  make  thirty  or  forty  in  a  day.  Larger 
troughs  or  vats,  are  placed  in  a  central  fituation,  to 
ferve  as  refervoirs  for  the  fap  when  collected. 

The  feafon  for  tapping  the  trees  is  in  March,  and 
the  fap  will  not  run  but  in  a  clear  day,  fucceeding 
a  froily  night.  A  full  grown  tree  will  then  yield 
from  two  to  three  gallons  each  day.  The  perfbns 
emjdoyed  in  the  bufinefs,  vifit  each  tree,  and,  col- 
lecting the  fap  in  buckets,  remove  it  to  the  larger 
troughs,  or,  if  the  ground  be  very  extenfive,  it  is 
put  into  barrels,  which  are  drcTwn  on  lleds  to  the 
place  appointed  for  boiling.  ""J  he  kettles  in  which 
it  is  boiled,  are  commonly  the  fame  which  are  ufed 
for  culinary  purpofes,  ful'pended  in  the  ufual  man- 
ner, but  the  befl  way  is  to  ufe  broad  kettles,  fet  in 
brick  or  ftone,  wiih  the  fire  confined  under  the  bot- 
tom, and  not  flaming  up  round  the  fides,  in  which 
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cafe  there  is  danejer  of  burning  the  fugar.  As  the 
fap  evaporates  the  kettles  are  filled  up,  the  boiling 
is  continued,  and  the  liquor  is  fkimmed  till  it  be- 
comes a  thick  fyrup.  In  this  flate  it  may  reft  for 
a  week,  and  in  the  mean  time,  more  of  the  fap  may 
undergo  the  fame  procefs,  and  be  reduced  to  a  iefs 
quantity. 

The  next  operation'  is  granulating,  which  may  be 
done  on  a  cloudy  day,  when  no  lap  can  be  collected. 
But  if  there  be  a  fucceffion  of  fair  weather,  the 
trees  will  difcharge  fo  faft,  that  the  colledtion  mull 
be  attended  to  by  day,  and  the  boiling  by  night. 
When  the  fyrup  is  to  be  granulated,  the  boiling  is 
repeated.  The  kettle  is  then  not  more  than  half 
filled,  to  prevent  w^afte.  To  check  the  too  Hidden 
riling  of  the  liquor,  a  fmall  piece  of  clean  butter  or 
tallow  is  occalionally  thrown  in.  To  know  when 
it  wdll  granulate,  a  little  of  it  is  taken  out  and  cool- 
ed, and  when  it  appears  to  be  in  this  ftate,  the 
whole  is  poured  into  a  cooler.  After  the  grain  is 
formed,  it  is  hung  in  bags  to  drain.  A  fmall  quan- 
tity of  quick  lime,  put  into  the  liquor,  as  is  ufual 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  would  promote  and  improve  the 
granulation. 

In  every  ftage  of  the  work  much  neatnefs  is  re- 
quired. The  fap  muft  be  ftrained  through  a  flan- 
nel lieve  before  the  firft  boiling,  to  clear  it  of  chips, 
leaves  and  other  adventitious  fubftances  ;  and  be- 
fore the  fecond  boiling,  it  muft  undergo  another 
ftraining.  When  the  feafon  is  over,  the  troughs  are 
either  piled  in  a  dry  place,  bottom  upward,  or  fet 
on  end  againft  the  trees,  to  be  kept  clean  for  another 
feafon.  The  fugar,  thus  procured,  is,  by  fome  of 
the  neateft  workmen,  rendered  as  white  as  the  fineft 
mufcovado.  It  is  an  agreeable  fweet,  frequently 
fupplying  the  place  of  milk  and  meat,  and  afford- 
ing wdiolefome  and  nourifhing  food  for  childreOf 
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The  draliiings  of  the  fugar,  or  the  laft  run  of  the 
flip,  which  will  not  graaiilate,  are  ufed  as  molalTes, 
to  fvvaecc;ii  cakes,  puddings  and  other  viands.  A 
very  palatable  and  refreihing  beer  is  made  by  boil- 
ing do'.vn  the  fap  to  a  quarter  part,  and  fermenting 
it  with  yeaft,  and  another  extremely  wholefome 
licjuor,  is  obtained  from  the  decocftion  of  fpruce  in 
the  icip.  Vinegar  alfo  is  made  by  expofing  the  fap 
to  the  air. 

The  fiigar,  thus  extracted  from  the  maple,  Is  clear 
gain  to  the  induilrious  huibandman.  It  is  made  at 
a  time  of  the  year  when  no  held  labor  can  be  done. 
The  g-round  is  then  covered  with  fnow,  which  be- 
ing  hardened  by  thefroft,  will  bear  a  man's  weight. 
One  man  and  a  boy  have  collecliled  a  fufficiency  of 
fap  for  five  hundred  pounds  of  fugar,  and  a  man, 
with  two  boys,  for  feven  hundred.  The  boiling  is 
often  performed  by  women.  Thefe  trees  are  found 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  ;  but  they  abound 
mod  in  the  lands  between  the  White  mountains 
and  Connecticut  river.  The  wood  is  very  fuitable 
for  the  ufe  of  carpenters,  who  make  of  it  felloes  of 
wheels,  wdiere  oak  cannot  eafily  be  procured,  as  is 
the  cafe  in  a  great  extent  of  country  in  the  north- 
weilern  part  of  the  ftate. 

Of  Afli  we  have  two  fpecies.  1.  The  White 
A{li  [fraxiuiis  cxcclfior^  in  good  land,  grows  to  the  fize 
of  three  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  very  tall,  ftraight 
and  tough.  Its  leaves  and  bark  are  an  antidote  to 
the  venom  of  the  rattle-fnake.  The  wood  is  eafily 
riven,  and  makes  durable  rails  for  fences.  It  is  al- 
fo formed  into  oars  and  handfpikes,  and  ferves  for 
the  frames  of  plough*?,  carts,  fleighs,  and  riding  car- 
riages, and  for  the  handles  of  many  ufeful  tools  in 
agricultural  and  mechanical  employments.  2.  The 
other  fpecies  is  Black  Aih  [fraxinus  americana)  of 
which  the  Red  and  Yellow  are  varieties.  Splints  of 
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tho  wood  of  Adi  are  obtained  by  pounding  it  wltfi 
a  maul,  and  are  employed  in  making  balkets  and 
brooms.  This  knowledge  wa.s  probably  derived 
from  the  Indians.  The  roots  of  yellow  A'li,  are  ufed 
by  turners,  for  the  making  of  plates  and  bowls. 

After  going  through  the  catalogue  of  foreif  trees, 
it  may  be  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  all  woods,  which 
grow  on  high  land,  are  more  firm  and  folid,  and 
better  for  timber  or  fewel,  than  thofe  which  grow- 
in  fwamps.  The  fame  difference  may  generally  be 
obferved  between  thofe  in  the  open  grounds,  and 
thofe  in  the  thick  (hade  of  the  fore  ft.  The  pine  is 
an  exception  to  this  remark  ;  but  whether  the  im- 
iiienfe  age  or  faperior  ifature  of  the  forell  pine  be 
the  caufes  which  render  it  more  firm  than  that 
which  is  found  in  the  pallures,  cannot  at  prefent 
be  afcertained. 

From  feveral  experiments  made  by  the  Count  de 
BuFFON,  it  appears  that  the  wood  of  trees,  ilripped 
of  their  bark  in  the  fpring,  and  left  to  dry  Handing 
till  they  are  dead,  is  harder,  heavier  and  fb'onger, 
more  folid  and  durable  than  that  of  trees  felled  in 
their  bark ;  and  that  the  fappy  part  of  wood,  witii- 
out  bark,  is  not  only  flronger  than  the  common,  but 
much  more  fo  than  the  heart  of  wood  in  bark, 
though  lefs  heavy.  The  phyfical  caufe  of  this  aug- 
mentation of  ilrength  and  folidity  he  thus  explains. 
'  Trees  increafe  in  fize  by  a.dditional  coats  of  new 

*  wood,  which  is  formed  from  the  running  fap  be- 
'  tween  the  bark  and  the  old  wood.  Trees  ftripped 
'  of  their  bark,  form  none  of  thefe  new  coats,  and 
'  though  they  live  after  the  bark  is  taken  off  they  do 
'  not  grow.     The  fubilance   defilned   to  form   the 

*  new  wood,    finding  itfelf   ftopped  and  obliged  to 

*  fix  in  the  void  places  both  of  the  fap  and  heart, 

*  augments  the  folidity  and  confequently  the  ftrength 
'  of  the  wood.'* 

*  Nat.  Hist.  Vol.  v.  p.  257.     It  must  be  observed  that  hie  experiment  were  made, 
en  oaks. 
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Beiide  the  immenre  quantity  of  living  wood  with 
which  tlie  foreft  abounds,  nature  hath  provided  au 
ample  (tore  of  that  foihl,  ligneous  fubftance  called 
peat.  It  appears  to  be  formed  of  the  deciduous  parts 
of  trees  and  ihrubs,  preferved  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
in  the  earth.  It  is  ufually  found  in  fwamps  between 
or  under  hills,  where  it  has  been  accumulating  for 
many  ages.  The  decayed  vegetation  of  one  peri- 
od having  ferved  as  a  foil  in  which  another 
growth  has  taken  root  an-^  come  to  maturity.  In 
the  town  of  Dover  are  two  fivamps,  which,  within 
the  lad  twenty-five  years,  ha\^e  been  cleared  of  the 
Humps  and  roots  of  the  lateit  growth,  which  were 
pine  and  hemlock.  In  digging  them  up,  another 
tier  of  flumps  was  found  under  them,  the  roots  of 
which  v/ere  found  ;  and  in  fome  inllances  a  third 
Rump  appeared  under  the  fecond.  In  fuch  fvvamps 
is  found  the  peat ;  in  which  the  fiiape  of  twigs,  bark 
and  leaves  is  very  apparent;  but  on  preiTare  it  is 
confolidated  into  a  foft  fatty  fubilance.  This  being 
dug  in  i'pits  of  a  proper  fize,  and  dried,  becomes 
valuable  fewel ;  of  which,  though  at  prefent  little 
ufe  is  made,  yet  pofterity  will  doubtlefs  reap  the 
benefit.* 

*  *  I  verj-  much  doubt  your  doctrine  of  peat.     It  appears  to  me  to  be  a    substance  sui 
^  generis,     neciduois  pirts  of  trees  and  shrubs  are  often  found  mixed  with  it.      Rut  its 

*  inflammable  property,  I  conceive,  does  not  depend  on  the  mere  adventitious  colltctiTiis  of 
'  decayed  ve;;etables  ;  for  altiiou;^h  peat  is  found  in  places  favourable  to  such  collections, 
'  yet  it  is  not  found  in  every  place  where  those  collections  have  been  msde.  Besides,  in 
'  all  the  peat  I  liave  examined,  there  are  numerous  fibres  of  a  sino^ular  construction    va- 

*  riously  ramified  ;  in  some  kinds  they  are  extremely  fine,  in  otliers  as  lar^e  as  a  pack 
'  thread.     Vv'hen  the  peat  is  first  taken  from  the  pit,  the  threads  may  be  traced  a  consid- 

*  arable  length,  and,  when  washed,  they  have  an  appearance  which  has  induced  me  to 
'  suspect  a  ve'j;etable  organization.  If  they  are  a  livinaf  vegetable,  they  seem  to  form  the 
'  link  between  the  vegetable  and  fossil  kingdom.  It  seems  most  probable,  if  those 
'  fibres  are  not  vegetable  sui  generis,  they  may  be  the  fibrous  roots  ot  a  bed  of  some  par- 

*  ticu'.ar  species  of  moss,  upon  which  there  has  been  a  large  collection  of  matter,  which 
'  has  buried  them  a  certain  depth   under  ground,  where    they  are  not  subject   to  putre- 

*  faction.  But  there  seems  to  be  an  inflammable  fossil  in  the  composition  of  peat,  differ- 
'  ent  from  the  earth  commonly  found  in  similar  p!ac-s.     I  am  told   some  peat  appears  to 

*  be  entirely  a  fossil,  though  I  have  never  seen  any  such.  It  is  as  easy  to  conceive  of  such 
'  a  fossil  asof  pit-caal.  If  the  fossil  contains  the  inflammable  principle,  it  is  not  derivetl 
■*  liom  deciduous  vegetables.  Have  you  never  heard  of  its  growing  again  where  it  has 
'  been  dug  out  ?  One  of  my  neighbours  has  often  told  me  tliat  a  ditch  was  dug  through  a 

"'  meadow  in  his  farm.  m;vnv  vear;  ago,  Vilwrc  there  ic  a  body  of  peat  •,  that  the  depth  '^i 
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It  is  not  my  intention  to  write,  fyftematically,. 
the  natural  hlftory  of  the  country,  or  to  defcribe, 
■with  botanical  accuracy,  the  indigenous  vegetables 
which  it  contains  ;  but  briefly  to  take  notice  of  fuch 
as  are  endowed  with  the  mod  remarkable  qualities, 
either  falutary  or  noxious. 

Of  Grapes  we  have  two  fpecies.  The  black  grape 
[vitis /al)n//ca)  3.Tid  the  fox-gr^pe  (yitis  vulp'uw..')  Of 
thefe  there  are  feveral  varieties.  From  the  fpeci- 
mens  of  foreign  grapes,  which  ripen  in  our  gardens, 
there  is  fafficient  reafon  to  believe  that  the  culture 
of  vines,  in  favorable  fituations,  might  be  attended 
with  fuccefs.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  the 
judgment  of  foreigners,  occalionally  reiident  with  us. 

The  black  Currant  ( r'lbes  nigrum^  is  a  native  of 
our  fwamps,  and  is  much  improved  by  culture.  It 
is  not  much  ufed  as  food,  but  is  an  excellent  medi- 
cine for  a  fore  mouth  and  throat. 

The  wildGoofeberry  (ribes grofniaria')  is  very  com- 
mon in  the  borders  of  woods,  and  has  been  greatly 
meliorated  by  cultivation. 

We  have  feveral  fpecies  of  Whortleberries  [vacci- 
7iium  corymhofmn')  which  grow  in  great  abundance 
and  ferve  as  wholefome  and  palatable  food  j  fome 
of  them  are  dried  for  winter. 

The  Craneberry  {vacchiium  oxycoccos')  is  a  fruit  pe- 
culiar to  America.  The  common  fpecies  grows  on 
a  creeping  vine  in  meadows.  The  branches  of  the 
vine  take  root  at  the  joints,  and  overfpread  the 
ground  to  the  extent  of  an  acre.  The  berries  hang 
on  very  flender  ftalks.  At  firfl:  they  are  white,  but 
turn  red  as  they  ripen,  and  when  full  grown,  are  of 

'  the  ditch  exceeded  the  depth  of  the  peat ;  and  that  the  peat  has  pushed  out  on  both 
'  sides  so  as  nearly  to  meet  in  the  center,  hut  the  sides  of  tlie  ditch  above  and  below,  re- 
'  main  mucli  the  same,  except  some  little  cliange.  which  the  length  of  time  has  produced. 
'  I  have  not  seen  the  place  ;  but  were  1  assured  of  this  fact,  I  should  be  inclined  to  be- 
'  lieve  the  fibres  to  be  living  vegetables,  and  the  fossil  to  be  possessed  of  the  property  of 
''■  spar,  with  regard  to  the  increase  of  its  bulk  ;  and  »iiat  these  two  substances  were  mu- 
"  tually  dependent  on  each  ctlier.'  MS.  leltcr  of  Dr.  Outkw 
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the  fize  of  a  cherry.  They  yield  an  agreeable  acid 
juice,  and,  when  Hewed  and  made  into  a  jelly,  are  ex- 
tremely cooling  in  a  fever,  and  a  delicious  fauce  at 
the  table.  They  may  be  kept  a  long  time  in  water, 
and  fuffer  no  injury  from  the  froft.  They  are  fre- 
<}uently  fent  abroad,  and  are  highly  refrefliing  at 
fea.  The  bell  way  to  preferve  them  for  long  voy- 
ages, is  to  put  them  up,  clean  and  dry,  in  bottles, 
clofely  corked.  There  is  another  fpecies  of  crane- 
berry,  which  grows  in  clufters  on  a  bulli,  but  it  is 
jiot  i'o  large  nor  fo  com  nion  as  the  other. 

The  common  Rafpberry  [rubus  idaus')  is  found  in 
the  moll  exuberant  plenty  in  the  new  plantations, 
and  in  the  old,  by  the  fides  of  fields  and  roads.  1  he 
fuperb  rafpberry  [rubiis  canadeufis^  is  larger  and 
more  delicate.  Its  bloflom  is  purple,  and  its  leaves 
are  fometimes  a  foot  in  diameter. 

The  Brambleberry  {rubus  occidentalism)  The  run- 
ning Blackberry  [rubm  tnoluccanus.)  The  upright 
Blackberry  [rubus Jrutiofus)  are  alfo  very  comm:ion, 
efpecially  in  the  newly  cleared  land,  and  afford  an 
agreeable  refrelhment. 

The  Strawberry  (fragaria  vcfca)  in  fome  parts  of 
the  country,  is  very  luxuriant  in  new  fields  and 
paftures  ;  but  it  is  capable  of  great  improvement  by 
cultivation. 

The  liazle-nut  [corylus  avelland)  is  found  in  the 
.neglected  parts  of  paftures,  and  by  the  fides  of  rivers. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  Ground-nuts.  One  [he- 
lian  thus  tuberofus^  bears  a  yellow  bloflom,  refembling 
the  fun  flower.  The  other  (glichie  npios)  \^  ^  vine, 
which  twines  itfelf  about  buihes,  and  bears  a  blof- 
fom  and  fruit  refembling  a  pea.  The  roots  were 
much  ufed  for  food  by  the  Indians,  and  are  indeed 
very  palatable.  I  know  hot  whether  they  have  been 
cultivated  ;  but  the  former  might  be  planted  liJce 
the  pQtatoe. 
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Befidcs  thefe,  there  are  feveral  kinds  of  plums, 
and  other  ^vild  fruits,  which  have  not  been  reduced 
to  a  fyftematicai  order,  nor  diftinguilhcd  by  any 
btit  trivial  names. 

There  is  a  grcatvariety  of  native  vegetables,which 
are  ufed  for  medicinal  and  domellic  purpofes.  A- 
n^iong  thefe  ma.y  be  reckoned  the  following  : 

The  Bayberry  [?nyrica  ccriferd^  the  leaves  of  which 
yield  an  agreeable  perfume,  and  the  fruit  a  delicate 
green  wax,  wdiich  is  made  into  candles.  Ginfeng 
(pana^  trifoliinii)  fo  much  cfleemed  by  the  Chinefe, 
is  found  in  great  plenty  in  the  v^reflern  part  of  the 
State,  and  it  is  faid  that  the  farther  northv^^ard  it  is 
found,  the  better  is  its  quality.  It  was  formerly 
thought  that  the  ginfeng  grew  only  in  China  and 
Tartary  ;  but  it  w^as  difcovered  in  America  about 
the  year  1750,  and  fome  fpecimens  of  it  having  been, 
fent  to  England,  and  thence  to  China.,  it  vras,  on 
trial,  acknov^dcdged,  by  the  Chinefe  theinfelves,  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  oriental  ginfeng. 

The  proper  time  for  gathering  this  root,  is  in 
September,  juft  before  the  froft  kills  the  flem.  The 
way  of  curing  it  in  China,  is  thus  related.     '  After 

*  the  ginfeng  is  gathered,  it  is  cleaned,  then  ddpped 
'  in  fcalding  water,  and  the  ligneous,  bark  rubbed 
'  off  with   a  piece  of  dry  iiannel.     It  is  then  laid 

*  acrofs  fticks,  over  a  veflel,  in  which  yellow  millet* 
'  is  boiling,  with  a  gentle  fire,  and  covered  with  a 

*  cloth.  The  Iteam  of  the  boiling  mxillet  gives  it 
'  that  colour   which    is   admired   by   the   Chinefe. 

*  When  the  roots  are  thus  prepared,  they  muft  be 
'  dried  and  kept  clofe,  otherwife  they  will  corrupt 

*  or  be  deftroyed  by  worms.'  This  root  once  prom- 
jfed  to  be  a  valuable  article  of  commerce  with  Chi- 
jia  ;  but  the  fale  of  it  has  been  greatly  injured  by 

*  Millet  is   very    cnsily   cuUlv.itcdj   and  yields  a  vast  increase.     1  have  counted  te«( 
tliousand  grains  on  one  stalk. 
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the  loofe  and  carelefs  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
packed,  and  the  too  great  quantity  which  has  been 
at  once  exported.  It  might  however,  by  fome  proper 
regulations,  be  flill  rendered  advantageous. 

The  prickly  aih  (its  genus  unknown)  is  a  flirub, 
growing  in  moiil  places,  and  fometimes  rifing  into 
a  iaiall  tree.  It  is  armed  vnx\\fpiciil<^y  like  the 
locuiL  llie  bark  has  a  high  degree  of  warmth  and 
pungency  ;  with  which,  in  the  feed,  is  combined 
an  agreeable  aroma.  The  former  is  efteemed  an  ex- 
cellent remedy  for  the  clironic  rheumatifm.  The 
latter  were  ufed  by  the  fokliers,  in  the  late  war,  and 
by  many  other  people,  remote  from  the  trading 
towns,  as  a  fubflitute  for  pepper  in  feafoning  food. 
It  is  chiefly  found  in  the  weitern  part  of  the  State. 

The  Garget  [phytolacca  decajidra)  is  a  valuable 
plant.  Its  berries  yield  a  beautiful  purple  juice, 
which  might  be  ufed  in  dying.  Its  root  is  in  great 
repute  among  farriers. 

Of  the  Elder  there  are  two  fpecies,  black  [fa7n- 
bucctis  nigra)  and  red  [yiburniim  opuliis.^  The  former 
is  too  well  knoAvn  to  need  any  defcription  ;  as  are 
the  Maiden-hair  [adia?ithus  pedatuus)  the  Sarfaparilla 
(aralia)  Snake  root  [polygala  fenegd)  and  many 
others. 

There  are  feveral  plants,  the  virtues  of  which 
were  well  known  to  the  Indians,  but  are  now  either 
neglected  or  unknown.  One  of  thefe  is  a  running 
vine,  bearing  a  fmall  red  berry,  and  a  round  leaf, 
which  Joifelyn  (who  wrote  in  1672)  fays,  the  iifli- 
ermen  called  ^c/'<?  ;*  it  is  known  to  the  hunters  by 
the  name  of  Indian  tobacco^  and  it  was  ufed  by  the 
natives,  before  their  acquaintance  with  the  Euro- 
peans, for  fmoaking,  and  afterwards  was  frequently 
mixed  with  the  true  tobacco  from  the  fouthern  parts 
of  America.       It  has  a  flrong  narcotic  quality.     It 

*  Poke  is  the  name  by  vvliich  tlie  gorget  is  known  in  tlie  nyddle  States. 
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grows   on  the  fumniit  of  Agamenticus  ;    and   om 
many  other  mountains  and  dry  elevated  places. 

Another  is  the  Indian  Hemp  [a/clepias)  of  which 
the  Indians  made  their  bow-(lrings.  The  fibres  of 
its  bark  are  ftrong,  and  may  be  wrought  into  a  fine 
thread.  The  Silk  Grals,  another  fpecies  of  the  cf- 
dep'ias^  bears  a  pod,  containing  a  down,  which  may 
be  carded  and  fpun  into  caiulle  wicks. 

The  Witch  Hazel  [hamameiis)  was  much  ufed  by 
the  Indians,  as  a  remedy  for  iniiammations. 

We  have  at  leaif  three  Ipecies  of  the  lobelia ;  one 
©f  which  is  a  flrong  emetic  ;  another  [lobelia  cardi- 
nalis)  is  employed  in  the  cure  of  a  difeafe,  with  the 
pame  of  which  I  v/ill  not  ftain  my  page. 

The  vine,  called  Buck  Bean  (??iehya?ithes)  is  faid 
to  be  a  rare  plant  in  this  country,  and  of  lingular 
ufe  in  medicine.  It  grows  at  JafFrey,  near  the  grand 
Monadnock, 

The  arum^  or  Skunk  Cabbage,  has  been  found  ve-^ 
ry  efficacious  in  aflhmatic  complaints. 

It  may  be  proper  to  clofe  this  account  of  indige- 
nous vegetables,  with  the  names  of  tliofe  ]:!lantSj 
which,  under  certain  circumftances,  operate  as 
poifons  ;  fome  of  which,  however,  have  been 
brought  into  a  medicinal  ufe,  and  are  in  repute  for 
the  cure  of  diforders,  attended  with  fpafmodic  affec- 
tions. Of  this  latter  fort,  are  the  Hemlock  [acuta) 
the  Thorn  Apple  [datura  Jl  10771011111171)  the  Henbane 
(hyofcyamiis  niger)  and  the  night  fliade  [folaaufn  ni- 
grum.) Other  poifonous  plants,  are  the  Ivy  [hedera 
helex)  the  creeping  Ivy,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  fome, 
Mercury  [rhus  radio ans)  the  juice  of  which  flains 
linen  a  deep  and  indelible  black  ;  the  Swamp  Su~ 
jnach  [rims  toxica  dendrimi)  the  Walter  Elder  [vibur- 
?nmi  opulus)  the  herb  ChriAopher  [aBcsa  fpicata)  the 
Stinking  Snakeweed  [cliffoi'tia  trifoliata)  and  th^ 
White  Hellebore  [veratrwn  album,) 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Soil,  Cultivation  and  Hunbandry. 

i  HERE  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  in  New- 
Hanlpfhire.  The  intervale  lands  on  the  large  rivers, 
are  accounted  the  mod  valuable,  becaufe  they  are 
overflown  and  recruited  every  year  by  the  water 
from  the  uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  llime  or 
fediment,  of  the  confillence  of  foap.  Thefe  lands 
produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  utmofl  perfec- 
tion ;  but  are  not  fo  good  for  paflure  as  the  uplands 
of  a  proper  quality.  The  wide  fpreading  hills  of  a 
moderate  elevation,  are  generally  much  efteemed, 
as  warm  and  rich  ;  rocky  moid  land  is  accounted 
good  for  paflure  ;  drained  fwamps  have  a  deep 
mellow  foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are  gen- 
erally very  productive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil  is  dif- 
tinguillied  by  the  various  kinds  of  woods  which 
grow  upon  it,  thus  :  White  oak  land  is  hard  and 
ftony,  the  under  grov/th  confifting  of  brakes  and 
fern  ;  this  kind  of  foil  will  not  bear  grafs  till  it  has 
been  ploughed  and  hoed  ;  but  it  is  good  for  Indian 
corn,  and  mufl  be  fubdued  by  planting,  before  it 
can  be  converted  into  mowing  or  paflure.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  chefaut  land. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  dry  and  fandy  ;  it  will  bear 
corn  and  r\e  with  ploughing;  but  is  foon  worn 
out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow  two  or  three  years  to 
recruit. 

\¥hite  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but  has  a 
deeper  foil,  and  is  of  courfe  better  ;  both  thefe  kinds 
of  land  bear  brakes  and  fern  ;   and.  wherever  thefe 
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grow  in  large  quantities,   is  is   an  indication  tliac 
ploughing  is  neceflliryto  prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the  eaitern  parts  of  the 
State,  denote  a  thin,  cold  foil,  which,  after  much 
labor  in  the  clearing,  will  indeed  bear  grafs  with- 
out ploughing,  but  the  crops  are  fmall,  and  there  is 
a  natural  tough  fward  commonly  called  a  rug^  which 
muft  either  rot  or  be  burned  before  any  cLdtiv.ition 
can  be  made.  But  in  the  wellern  parts,  the  fpruce 
and  hemlock,  with  a  mixture  of  birch,  denote  a 
moifl  foil,  which  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

When  the  white  pine  and  the  ovl-nut  are  found 
in  the  fame  land,  it  is  commonly  a  deep  moiil  loam, 
and  is  accounted  very  rich  and  profitable. 

Beech  and  ma.ple  land  is  generally  efteemed  the 
mod  eafy  and  advantageous  for  cultivation  as  it  is 
a  warm,  rich,  loamy  foil,  v/hich  eafily  takes  grafs, 
corn  and  grain  without  ploughing  ;  and  not  only 
bears  good  crops  the  firft  year,  but  turns  immedi- 
ately to  mowing  and  paflure  ;  that  foil  which  is 
deejxifl:,  and  of  the  darkeft  colour,  is  efteemed 
the  beft. 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  afli,  elm  and  alder, 
are  indications  of  good  foil,  deep,  rich  and  moift, 
which  will  admit  grafs  and  grain  without  plough- 
ing. 

Red  oak  and  white  birch  are  figns  of  ftrong  land, 
and  generally  the  ftrength  of  land  is  judged  of  by 
the  largenefs  of  the  trees  which  it  produces. 

There  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the  growth 
on  the  fame  foil,  in  a  courfe  of  time  ;  for  which 
no  caufes  can  be  afTigned.  In  fome  places  the  old 
Handing  trees,  and  the  fallen  decayed  trees,  appear 
to  be  the  fame,  whilft  the  moft  thriving  trees  are  of 
a  different  kind.  For  inflance,  the  old  growth  in 
fome  places  is  red  oak,  or  white  aih  ;  whiiii  the 
other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without  any  young 
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Oak  or  afli  among  them.  It  is  probable  that  the 
growth  is  thus  changed  in  many  places  ;  the  only 
conclulion  which  can  be  drawn  from  this  circum- 
flance,  is,  that  the  lame  foil  is  capable  of  bearing 
divers  kinds  of  trees  ;  but  ftill  there  is  a  difference 
fufEcient  to  denominate  the  foil  from  the  growth. 

Several  ways  of  railing  a  crop  on  new  land  have 
been  practifed.  The  eaiieft  and  cheapeft  method 
was  originally  learned  of  the  Indians,  who  never 
looked  very  far  forward  in  their  improvements. 
The  method  is  that  of  girdling  the  trees  ;  which  is 
done  by  making  a  circular  incifion  through  the 
bark,  and  leaving  them  to  die  Handing.  This  ope- 
ration is  performed  in  the  fummer,  and  the  ground 
is  fowed  in  AugufI,  with  winter  rye,  intermixed 
with  grafs.  The  next  year,  the  trees  do  not  put 
forth  leaves,  and  the  land  having  yielded  a  crop, 
becomes  fit  for  paflure.  This  method  helps  poor 
fetclers  a  little  the  firif  year  ;  but  the  inconvenience 
of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees  are  left  Handing,  they  are 
continually  breaking  and  falling  with  the  wind, 
which  endangers  the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground 
being  conftantly  encumbered  by  the  falling  trees, 
is  lefs  fit  for  mowing ;  fo  that  if  the  labor  be  not 
effectually  done  at  once,  it  muft  be  done  in  a  fuc- 
ceffion  of  time. 

Some  have  fuppofed,  that  the  earth,  being  not  at 
once,  but  by  degrees  expofed  to  the  fun,  preferves 
its  moifture,  and  does  not  become  fo  hard  ;  but 
the  experience  of  the  beft  hufbandmen  has  exploded 
this  opinion.  The  more  able  fort  of  hufbandmen, 
therefore,  choofe  the  method  of  clearing  the  land  at 
firfl,  by  cutting  down  all  the  trees  without  exception. 
The  mod  eligible  time  for  this  operation,  is  the 
month  of  June,  when  the  fap  is  flowing,  and  the 
leaves  are  formed  on  the  trees.  Thefe  leaves  will 
not  drop  from  the  fallen  trees,  but  remain  till  the 
N 
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next  year,  wlien,  being  dry,  they  help  to  fpread  the 
fire,  which  is  then  fet  to  the  trees.  This  is  done  in 
the  firft  dry  weather  of  the  fijicccedinp;  fpring,  and 
generally  in  May  ;  but  if  the  ground  be  too  dry, 
the  fire  will  burn  deep,  and  greatly  injure  the  foil. 
There  is  therefore  need  of  judgment  to  determine 
when  the  wood  is  dry  enough  to  burn,  and  the  foil 
wet  enough  to  reiift  the  action  of  the  fire.  Much 
depends  on  getting  what  is  called  a  goodburn^  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  planting.  To  enfure  this, 
the  fallen  trees  are  cut  and  piled  ;  and  the  larger 
the  pile,  the  better  chance  there  is  for  its  being  well 
burned.  But  if  the  land  be  intended  for  pafture 
only,  the  trees  are  cut  down,  and  after  the  fire  has 
deftroyed  the  limbs,  grafs  is  fown,  and  the  trunks  of 
the  trees  are  left  to  rot,  which,  in  time,  turn  to  good 
manure,  and  the  pafture  is  durable. 

Some  hufoandmen  prefer  felling  trees  in  the  win- 
ter, or  very  early  in  the  Tpring,  before  the  fnow  is 
gone.  The  advantage  of  this  method  is,  that  there 
are  fewer  ihoots  from  the  ftumps  of  the  felled  trees, 
than  if  they  are  cut  in  the  fummer  ;  thefe  flioots 
encumber  the  ground,  and  irmft  be  cut  out  of  the 
way,  or  deftroyed  by  fire.  The  diiadvantage  of 
cutting  trees  in  the  v>^inter  is,  that  they  will  not  dry 
fo  foon,  nor  burn  fo  well,  as  thofe  cut  in  the  fum- 
mer, with  the  leaves  on.  Belides,  the  month  of 
June  is  a  time  when  not  only  the  trees  are  eafieft  to  be 
cut,  but  the  feed  is  in  the  ground,  and  people  can  bet- 
ter attend  to  this  labor,  than  when  they  are  preparing 
for  their  fpring  work,  or  have  not  hnifhed  their 
winter  employments.  I'lie  days  too  are  then  at 
their  greateft  length,  and  more  labor  can  be  done 
in  the  courfe  of  a  day.  This  labor,  however,  is 
often  paid  for  by  the  acre,  rather  than  by  the  day  ; 
and  the  price  of  felling  an  acre,  is  from  one  to  two 
dollars,  according  to  the  number  and  iize  of  the 
trees* 
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The  burning  of  trees  generally  deflroys  the  limbs 
and  fmaller  trunks  ;  the  larger  logs  are  left  fcorch- 
ed  on  the  ground,  and  fometimes  ferve  to  fence  the 
field.  After  the  fire  has  had  its  efFecl,  and  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  rain,  then  is  the  time  for  planting.  No 
plough  is  ufed,  nor  is  it  poitible  for  one  to  pafs 
among  the  roots  and  flumps  ;  but  holes  are  made 
with  a  hoe  in  the  looie  foil  and  aihes  ;  in  which, 
the  feed  bein^^  dropped  and  covered,  is  left  to  the 
prolific  hand  of  nature  ;  no  other  culture  being  ne- 
ceffary  or  pracSlicable,  but  the  cutting  of  the  fire- 
weed,  which  fpontaneoully  grows  on  all  burnt  land. 
This  fireweed  is  an  annual  plant,  with  a  fucculent 
ftalk  and  long  jagged  leaf;  it  grows  to  the  height 
of  five  or  fix  feet,  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
alhes.  It  bears  a  white  fiower,  and  has  a  winged 
feed,  which  is  carried  every  where  by  the  wind,  but 
never  v-egetates,  except  on  the  aihes  of  burnt  wood. 
It  exhauits  the  ground,  and  injures  the  firil  crop,  if 
it  be  not  fubdued  ;  but  after  the  fecond  year  difap- 
pears.  About  the  fecond  or  third  year,  another 
weed,  called  pigeon-berry,  fucceeds  the  fireweed, 
and  remains  till  the  grafs  overcomes  it.  It  rifes  to 
the  height  of  three  feet,  fpreads  much  at  the  top, 
and  bears  bunches  of  black  berries,  on  which  pig- 
eons feed. 

When  the  trees  are  burnt  later  in  the  fummer, 
wheat  or  rye  is  fown,  mixed  with  the  feeds  of  grafs, 
on  the  new  land.  The  feed  is  fcattered  on  the  fur- 
face,  and  raked  in  with  a  wooden  or  iron  tooth  rake, 
or  a  hoe.  The  hufbandman  knows  on  what  kind 
of  land  to  expedl  a  crop,  from  this  mode  of  culture  ; 
and  is  feldom  difappointed.  Sometimes  a  crop  of 
Indian  corn  is  raifed  the  firft  year,  and  another  of 
rye  or  wheat,  the  fecond  year,  and  the  land  is  fown 
with  grafs,  which  will  turn  it  into  pafiure  or  mow- 
ing the  third  year.     The  firil  crop,  in  fomc  land. 
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and  the  two  firfl  crops  in  any  good  land,  will  repay 
the  expenfe  of  all  the  labor.  It  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon thing  for  people,  who  are  ufed  to  this  kind  of 
hnfbandry,  to  bring  a  trad:  of  wildernefs  into  grafs 
for  the  two  firfl  crops  ;  the  owner  being  at  no  ex- 
penfe but  that  of  felling  the  trees  and  purchafing 
the  grafs  feed.  Many  hulhandmen,  in  the  old 
towns,  buy  lots  of  new  land,  and  get  them  cleared 
and  brought  into  grafs,  in  this  way,  and  paflure 
great  numbers  of  cattle  ;  the  feed  is  excellent,  and 
the  cattle  are  foon  fatted  for  the  market. 

Hufbandmen  differ  in  their  opinions  concerning 
the  advantages  of  tilling  their  new  land  the  fecond 
year.  Some  fuppofe  that  mixing  and  Hiring  the 
earth,  does  it  more  good  than  the  crop  injures  it ; 
others  fay,  that  one  crop  is  fufhcient  before  the  land 
is  laid  down  to  grafs  ;  and  that  if  it  be  fown  v\^ith 
grain  and  grafs,  as  foon  as  it  is  cleared,  the  large 
crops  of  grafs  which  follow,  will  niore  than  com- 
penfate  for  one  crop  of  grain.  When  the  feeding 
with  grafs  is  neglected,  the  ground  becomes  mofly 
and  hard,  and  irxufl  be  ploughed  before  it  will  re- 
ceive feed.  Land,  thus  fown,  will  not  produce  grafs 
fo  plentifully,  as  that  which  is  feeded  immediately 
after  the  fire  has  run  over  it.  Beiides,  this  neglected 
land  is  generally  overfpread  with  cherry-trees,  rafp- 
berry  buihcs,  and  other  wild  growth  ;  to  fubdue 
which,  much  additional  labor  is  required.  In  good 
land,  the  firft  crops  of  hay  are,  on  an  average,  a  ton 
to  an  acre.  That  land  which  is  intended  for  mow- 
ing, and  which  takes  the  common  grafs  well  at  firfl, 
is  feldom  or  never  ploughed  afterward ;  but  where 
clover  is  fovv^n,  it  mufl  be  ploughed  and  feeded  every 
fourth  or  fifth  year  ;  good  land,  thus  managed,  will 
average  two  tons  of  clover  to  the  acre. 

In  the  intervale  land  on  Connecticut  river,  wheat 
often  yields  forty,  and  fometimes  fifty  buihels  to  the 
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acre  ;  but  in  common  upland,  if  it  produce  twenty 
bulhels,  it  is  reckoned  profitable,  thovigh  it  often 
falls  lliort  of  that.  Indian  corn  will  fometimes 
average  thirty  or  forty  ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved 
that  this  latter  grain  does  not  produce  fo  largely, 
nor  is  the  grain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old 
lands  well  cultivated.  This  however  is  owing  much 
to  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon  in  which  it  is  planted ; 
if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly  burnt  land  as  on 
the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all  grains, 
winter  rye  thrives  beil  on  new  lands,  and  Indian 
corn,  or  barley,  on  the  old.  Barley  does  not  fuc- 
ceed  well  in  the  new  land  ;  nor  is  jflax  raifed  with 
any  advantage,  until  the  land  has  been  cultivated 
for  fome  years.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and 
peas  ;  but  all  kinds  of  efculent  roots,  are  much 
larger  and  fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil,  than  in  any 
other. 

The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands, 
has  been  much  improved  within  the  laft  thirty 
years.  Forty  years  ago  it  was  thought  impollibie 
to  raife  Indian  corn  v/ithout  the  plough  and  the 
hoe.  The  mode  of  planting  it  among  the  burnt 
logs,  was  pracflifed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Gil  man- 
town,  about  the  year  1762,  and  this  eafy  method  of 
culture  foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta- 
tions. It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable  for  a 
young  man  to  go  upon  new,  than  to  remain  on  the 
old  lands.  In  the  early  part  of  life,  every  day's 
labor  employed  in  fubduing  the  wildernefs,  lays  a 
foundation  for  future  profit :  Befides  the  mode  of 
fubduing  new  land,  there  has  been  no  improve- 
ment made  in  the  art  of  hufbandry.  The  feafon 
of  vegetation  is  fhort,  and  is  almoll:  wholly  employ- 
ed in  preparing,  planting  and  tilling  the  land,  in 
cutting  and  houfing  fodder,  and  gathering  in  the 
crops.     Thefe  labors  fucceed  invariably,  and  niufl 
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be  attended  to  in  their  proper  feafon  ;  fo  that  little 
time  can  be  fpared  for  experiments,  if  the  people  in 
general  were  difpofed  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo 
fudden  is  the  fucceffion  of  labors,  that  upon  any  ir- 
regularity in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another ; 
and  if  help  be  fcarce,  one  cannot  be  completed 
before  the  other  fuffers  for  want  of  being  done. 
Thus  hay  is  often  fpoiled  for  want  of  being 
cut  in  feafon,  when  the  Engliili  harveft  is 
plentiful.  It  is  partly  from  this  caufe,  partly  from 
the  ideas  of  equality  with  which  the  minds  of  huf- 
bandmen  are  early  impreffed,  and  partly  from  a 
w^ant  of  education,  that  no  fpirit  of  improvement  is 
feen  among  them,  but  every  one  purfues  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  fowing,  planting,  mowing,  and  raifing  cat- 
tle, with  unremitting  labor  and  undeviating  uni- 
formity. 

Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure  excepting 
barn  dung  ;  though  marl  may  be  had  in  many 
places,  with  or  without  digging.  The  mixing  of 
different  ft  rata,  is  never  attended  to,  though  nature 
often  gives  the  hint  by  the  rain  bringing  down  fand 
from  a  hill  on  a  clay  bottom  ;  and  the  grafs  grov\r- 
ing  there  in  greater  beauty  and  luxuriance  than  elfe- 
where.  Dung  is  feldom  fuffered  to  remain  in  a  heap 
over  the  fummer,  but  is  taken  every  fpring  from 
the  barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  field  and 
ploughed  in,  or  laid  in  heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes 
where  corn  and  potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens,  in  the  country  towns,  are  chiefly  left  to 
the  management  of  women,  the  men  contenting 
themfelves  with  fencing  and  digging  them  ;  and  it 
I7iufl:  be  faid,  to  the  honor  of  the  female  fex,  that 
the  fcanty  portion  of  earth,  committed  to  their  care, 
is  often  made  produdlive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to 
their  families. 

As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire  came 
chiefly  from  the  fouthweftern  counties  of  England, 
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where  cider  and  perry  were  made  in  great  quantities, 
they  took  care  to  flock  their  phmtations  with  apple 
trees  and  pear  trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to 
a  great  fize.  The  firll  growth  is  now  decayed  or 
periilied  ;  but  a  fucceflion  has  been  preferved,  and 
no  good  huibandrnan  thinks  his  farm  complete 
without  an  orchard.  Perry  is  ftill  made  in  the  old 
towns,  bordering  on  Pafcataqua  river  ;  but  in  the  in- 
terior country  the  apple  tree  is  chiefly  cultivated. 
In  many  of  the  townihips,  which  have  been  fettled 
fince  the  conqueft  of  Canada,  young  orchards  bear 
well,  and  cider  is  yearly  becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated,  but  from 
the  fpecimens  which  fome  gardens  produce,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  cherry,  the  mulberry,  the  plum 
and  the  quince,  might  be  multiplied  to  any  degree. 
The  peach  does  not  thrive  well ;  the  trees  being  very 
Ihort  lived.  The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known.  The 
white  and  red  currant  grow  luxuriantly,  if  properly 
fituated  and  cultivated.  The  barberi*y,  though  an 
exotic,  is  thoroughly  naturalized,  and  grows  fpon- 
taneoufly  in  hedges  or  paltures. 

The  following  remarks  are  fuggefted  by  an  inge- 
nious friend  :* 

'  In  regard  to  tree-fruit,  we  are  in  too  northern  a 
climate  to  have  it  of  the  firfl  quality,  without  par- 
ticular attention.  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  and  Penn- 
fylvania,  have  it  in  perfection.  As  you  depart  from 
that  tract,  either  fouthward  or  northward,  it  degen- 
erates- I  believe,  however,  that  good  frviit  might  be 
produced  even  in  New-Hamplhire,  with  fuitable  at- 
tention. A  proof  of  this  is,  that  fometimes  we  have 
it  by  mere  chance.  In  theorizing  on  the  fubject, 
three  things  appear  to  me  particularly  neceffary,  all 
which  are  totally  neglected  by  the  generality  of  our 
hufbandmen.      The  Jirji^   after  procuring    thrifty 

*  Dr.  Samuel  Tenney,  of  Exeter, 
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young  trees  of  the  beil  kinds,  and  grafting  fuch  as 
require  it,  is,  to  choofe  a  iituation  for  them,  where 
they  may  have  the  advantage  of  a  warm  rich  foil, 
and  be  well  fheltered  from  the  chilling  blafhs  of  the 
ocean.  T\\q  fecond^  is  to  keep  the  trees  free  from  fu- 
periluous  branches,  by  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  prun- 
ing-hook,and  the  earth  always  loofe  about  their  roots. 
The  third^  is  to  defend  the  trees  from  infects,  partic- 
ularly thofe  which  by  feeding  on  the  fruit,  render 
it  fmall  and  knotty,  as  we  frequently  find  apples  and 
pears  ;  or  by  depofiting  their  eggs  in  the  embryo, 
occafion  its  falling  off  before  it  comes  to  maturity, 
as  is  oblervable  in  the  various  kinds  of  plums.  But 
the  mod  of  our  farmers  go  on  the  path  traced 
out  by  their  anceftors,  and  are  generally  averfe  to 
making  experiments,  the  refult  of  which  is  uncer- 
tain, or  to  adopting  new  modes  of  huibandry,  the 
advantages  of  which,  are  in  the  fmalleft  degree  prob- 
lematical. There  are  few  cultivators  among  us  who 
theorize,  and  flill  fewer  who  read.' 

It  has  often  been  complained  that  grain,  flax,  and 
efculent  vegetabloB,  degenerate.  This  may  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  feed  not  being  changed,  but  fown  fuc- 
ceilively,  on  the  fame  foil,  or  in  the  fame  neighbour-^ 
hood,  for  too  long  a  time.  '  The  Siberian  wheat, 
'  for  feveral  years,  produced  good  crops  ;  but  be- 
''  coming  at  length   naturalized   to  the  climate,  it 

*  fliared  the  fate  of  the  common  kind  of  wheat,  and 
'  difappointed  the  expectations  of  the  farmer.  Were 
'  the  feed  renewed  every  hve  or  fix  years,  by  impor- 
'  tations  from  Siberia,  it  might  be  cultivated  to  ad- 

*  vantage.'  It  mufl:  be  obierved  that  the  Siberian 
wheat  wdiich  was  fown  in  New-Kampfhire,  about 
twelve  years  ago,  was  brought  hither  from  England, 
where  it  had  been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years* 
Whether  an  intermediate  ilage  is  favorable  to  the 
tranlplantation  of  feed  from  north  to  fouth,  and  the 
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fiiccefs  of  its  cultivation,  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry. 
With  refpect  to  plants,,  which  require  the  whole  fea- 
fon  to  grow  in,  it  is  obferved  that  *  the  removal  of 

*  them  from  fouth  to  north  ought  to  be  by  fliort  fla- 
'  ges  ;  in  which  cafe  they  accomodate  themfelves, 
'  by  infenfible  degrees  to  the  temperature  and  length 

*  of  the  vegetating  term,  and  frequently  acquire  as 
'  good  a  degree  of  perfection  in  foreign  climes,  as  in 

*  their  native  foil.  Such  are  the  refources  of  nature  1' 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  bufi* 
nefs  of  the  people  of  New-Hampihire,  if  they  attend 
to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tree  which  is  cut  down 
in  the  forefl,  opens  to  the  fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth, 
which  with  cultivation, will  produce  food  for  man  and 
bfeaft.  It  is  impoiTible  to  conceive  what  quantities 
may  be  produced  of  beef,  pork,  mutton,  poultry,' 
wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  market. 
Flax  and  hemp  may  alfo  be  cultivated  to  great  ad- 
vantage, efpecially  on  the  interval  lands  of  the  large 
rivers.  The  barley  of  New«England  is  much  ef- 
teemed  in  the  middle  States,  and  the  demand  for  it 
is  fo  great,  as  to  encourage  its  cultivation.  It  is,  be- 
fides,  a  kind  of  grain  which  is  not  liable  to  blaft. 
Hops  will  grow  on  alm.oft  any  foil  ;  and  the  labor 
attending  them  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can 
be  no  excufe  for  neglecting  the  univerfal  cultivation 
of  them.  The  confnmption  of  them,  and  confe- 
quently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce, is  continually  increafing. 

The  firft  neat  cattle  imported  from  Europe  into 
New-Hampihire,  were  fent  by  Captain  John  Mafon 
and  his  affociates,  about  the  year  1633,  to  ftock 
their  plantations,  and  to  be  employed  in  drawing 
lumber.  Thefe  cattle  were  of  a  large  breed,  and  a 
yellow  colour,  procured  from  Denmark.  Whilft  the 
bufinefs  of  getting  lumber  was  the  chief  employ*- 
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ment  of  the  people,  the  breeding  of  large  cattle  was 
more  attended  to  than  it  is  now.  Calves  were  allow- 
ed to  run  with  the  cows,  and  fuck  at  their  pleafure. 
Men  were  ambitious  to  be  diftinguilhed  by  the  lize 
and  ftrength  of  their  oxen.  Bets  were  frequently 
laid  on  the  exertions  of  their  ftrength,  and  the  prize 
was  contended  for  as  earneftly  as  the  laurel  at  the 
Olympic  games.  This  ardor  is  not  yet  wholly  ex- 
tinguifhed  in  fome  places  ;  but,  as  hufbandry  hath 
gained  ground,  lefs  attention  is  paid  tathe  ftrength, 
and  more  to  the  fatnefs  of  cattle  for  the  market,  and 
calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  their  natural  food,  for 
the  advantage  of  butter  and  cheefe. 

As  the  country  becomes  more  and  more  cleared, 
pafture  for  cattle  increafes,  and  the  number  is  contin- 
ually multiplied.  From  the  upper  parts  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  great  herds  of  fat  cattle  are  driven  to 
the  Bofton  market ;  w^hence  the  beef  is  exported 
frefti  to  Nova-Scotia,  and  faked  to  the  Weft  and  Eaft- 
Indies. 

At  what  time  and.  by  whom  the  horfe  was  firft  im- 
ported does  not  appear.  No  particular  care  is  taken 
by  the  people  in  general,  to  improve  the  breed  of 
this  majeftic  and  ufeful  animal,  and  bring  it  to  that 
perfection  of  which  it  is  capable.  T'he  railing  of 
colts,  is  not  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  huft^and- 
ry,  as  the  horfe  is  but  little  ufed  for  draught,  and 
his  flefli  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion  of  horfes 
to  neat  cattle,  is  not  more  than  one  to  twenty.  Few 
live  and  die  on  the  plantations  where  they  are  bred  ; 
fome  are  exported  to  the  Weft-India  lilands  ;  but 
the  moft  are  continually  fhifted  from  one  owner  to 
another,  by  means  of  a  fet  of  contemptible  wretches 
called  horfe -j  ockies. 

Jfj^cs  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the  coun- 
try ;  the  raifing  of  mules  deferves  encouragement, 
as  the  exportation  of  them  to  the  Weft-Indies,  is  more^ 
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profitable  than  that  of  horfes,  and  they  may  be  ufed 
to  advantage  in  travelling  or  carrying  burdens  in  the 
rough  and  mountainous  parts  of  our  wildernefs. 

Sheep,  goats  and  fwine,  were  at  firll  fent  over  from 
England,  by  the  afTociates  of  Laconia.  Sheep  have 
greatly  multiplied,  and  are  accounted  the  moll  prof- 
itable itock  which  can  be  raifed  on  a  farm.  The 
breed  might  be  renewed  and  improved  by  import- 
ing from  Barbary,  the  mtiffouy  which  is  faid  to  be  the 
parent  (lock  of  the  European,  and  confequently  of 
the  American  fheep.  Goats  are  not  much  propagat- 
ed, chiefly  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to  confine  them  in 
paflures.  Swine  are  very  prolific,  and  fcarcely  a 
family  is  without  them.  During  the  fummer,  they 
are  either  fed  on  the  wafle  of  the  dairy  and  kitchen, 
or  ringed  and  turned  into  fields  of  clover  ;  or  per- 
mitted to  run  at  large  in  the  woods,  where  they  pick 
up  nuts  and  acorns,  or  grub  the  roots  of  fern  ;  but 
after  harvefl  they  are  {hut  up,  and  fatted  on  Indian 
corn.  The  pork  of  New-England  is  not  inferior  to 
any  in  the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds,  is  raifed  in  great 
plenty  and  perfe6lion  in  New-rHampfliire.  In  fome 
of  the  lower  towns  they  have  a  large  breed  of  fowls, 
which  were  imported  from  England  about  tv>^enty 
years  pad  ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in  time, 
degenerate.  The  ftock  of  all  domeftic  animals,  ought 
frequently  to  be  changed,  if  we  would  preferve  them 
unimpaired,  or  reflore  them  to  their  original  per- 
fed;ion. 
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CHAR  X. 

A'aiive   Animals. 

As  the  animals  of  this  part  of  Amer- 
ica have  not  been  accurately  examined  by  natm*al- 
ifts,  neither  a  complete  defcription,  nor  even  a  per- 
fect catalogue,  can  be  expecfled.  The  greater  part 
are  known  by  vernacular  names,  and  fome  of  thefe 
are  adopted  from  the  Indians  ;  but  fo  varioufly,  an4 
often  erroneoufly,  are  thefe  names  applied,  that  the 
information  derived  from  them,  is  to  be  received 
with  caution.  Formal  defcriptions,  even  thofe  which 
are  difPufe,  fometimes  prove  defecflive,  from  the 
want  of  a  knowledge  of  thofe  ejfe?itial  characfters  by 
which  the  arrangement  of  animals  is  made.  The 
following  catalogue,  arranged  in  the  order  of  Lin- 
naeus, is  intended  to  give  a  general  idea  of  this  branch 
of  our  natural  hiuory.  Some  remarks  arc  added, 
which  may  elucidate  the  qualities  of  fome  of  the 
animals,  together  with  the  manner  of  rendering 
them  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  human  life,  or 
of  guarding  ourfelves  againft  the  noxious  difpofi- 
tions  v/ith  which  fome  of  them  are  endowed.* 
Quadrupeds. 

Seal  [pboca  vttulina,^ 

Wolf  [cams  lupus.)  This  animal  is  very  common, 
and  very  noxious.  A  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  is, 
by  law,  paid  for  his  head,  and  if  it  were  doubled, 
the  breed  of  flicep  would  be  augmented  fufficiently 
to  make  up  the  difference.     He  is  frequently  taken 

*  Tliose  animals  which  have  not  been  partlciilnily  examined,  or  wliicli  in  the  characters 
do  not  appear  to  accord  with  the  Linnaean  description,  are  distinguished  by  tlie  note  (?) 
of  interrogation.  Specific  names  are  given  to  such  as  evidently  appeared  to  be  a  new 
species,  and  these  names,  by  the  express  desire  of  Dr,  Cutles,  are  printed  in  italic  cajpj- 
tals. 
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in  log  traps,  and,  to  decoy  him,  the  hunters  fcent  the 
ground  with  a  drug,  of  which  they  afFedl  to  make  a 
iecret.  Joflelyn  tells  of  another  method  of  deftroy- 
ing  wolves  '  by  binding  four  mackarel  hooks  with 
^  thread,  and  wrapping  fome  w^ool  about  them,  and 
.*  then  dipping  them  in  melted  tallow  till  a  ball  be 

*  formed  as  big  as  an  egg.  Thefe  balls  are  fcattered. 
'  by  a  dead  carcafe  on  which  the  wolf  has  once  prey- 

*  ed,  and  when  he  returns  the  next  night,  the  firfl 
thing  he  ventures  upon  will  be  thefe  balls  of  fat,' 
He  alfo  fpeaks  of  two  fpecies  of  wolves,  one  with  a 
round  balled  foot,  the  other  with  a  flat  foot ;  and  of 
a  mongrel  between  the  wolf  and  the  fox,  which  the 
Indians  ufed  as  dogs. 

Red  Fox  [carij  alopex  ?*) 

Grey  Fox  [canis .) 

Foxes  are  generally  found  in  thofe  woods  which 
are  not  remote  from  houfes.  They  are  commonly 
taken  in  fleel  traps,  but  are  fometimes  dug  out  of 
their  burrows.  Formerly  the  head  of  a  cod  was 
ufed  as  a  bait  for  the  fox.  It  was  laid  in  confider- 
able  quantities  on  the  fliady  fide  of  a  fence,  in  a 
moon  light  night  ;  and  the  gunner  placed  himfelf 
in  ambufli  to  ihoot  the  fox  at  his  approach.  The 
Silver  grey  and  crofs  (Ireaked  fox  £kins,  are  account- 
ed the  mofl  valuable,  but  the  common  red  fox  fldn 
is  in  much  demand. 

Wild  Cat  ^fdix  lynx^  Of  this  fpecies,  the  moun- 
tain cat  is  the  largeft  ;  but  the  black  cat  has  the 
mofl  valuable  fliin.  Some  authors  have  pretended, 
that  the  wild  cats  of  America,  are  a  degenerate 
breed  of  the  European  cat  imported  hither.  This 
opinion  does  not  coincide  with  their  own  hypothe- 
fis,  that  the  animals  of  the  old  world  are  dwindled 
in  fize,  and  lefs  ferocious  fince  their  tranfportation 
to  the  new.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  neither  of 
^efe  opinions  has  any  jufl  foundation. 
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Skunk  (yt'verra  pulorliis.)  Tliere  is  no  ftronger 
or  more  volatile  odour  in  all  nature,  than  the  lub- 
Itance  which  this  animal  ejedls  when  purfued  or  in 
danger.  The  'diabolical  fcent,'  as  BufFon  calls  it, 
does  not  proceed  fi'om.  'its  urine,'  but  from  a  fmall 
bag  which  is  attached  to  its  fldn,  and  comes  ofF  with 
it.  I'he  flefh  is  white  and  fweet,  and  is,  by  fome 
people,  reliflied  as  food.  The  fat  is  much  e deem- 
ed as  an  ointment  in  pains  and  fwellings  of  the 
joints.  Goldfmith  fays,that  this  animal  is  'often  kept 
tame  about  the  houfes  of  the  planters  in  America,' 
and  in  the  next  paragraph,  that  '  it  deals  into  farm, 
yards,  and  kills  poultry.'  The  truth  of  this  latter 
aflertion  is  often  experienced  ;  but  no  American  is 
fond  of  fuch  company.  The  diunk  fometimes  bur- 
rows under  our  barns,  but  is  always  an  unwelcome 
intruder. 

Otter  (7niijiela  Intra  ? )  Some  of  thefe  have  been 
tamed,  and  taught  to  catch  ddi  for  their  owners. 

Martin  (miiflela .)    This  animal  keeps  itfelf 

remote  from  human  habitations.     Its  fldn  is  much 
valued,  that  of  the  darked  fliade  is  prefered, 

Weafel  [inujlela  martes  P) 

Ermine  [tnujlela  erm'mea.)  This  beautiful  little  ani- 
mal is  red,  like  a  fox  in  fummer,  and  white  in  win- 
ter. It  is  didinguidied  from  the  common  weafel 
by  the  tip  of  its  tail,  which  is  always  black.  It  is 
not  common,  but  fome  of  this  fpecies  have  been 
found  in  New-Hampdiire. 

Bear  (iirfus  arctos,)  Buffon  fpeaks  of  two  fpecies 
of  bears,  the  brown  and  the  black,  and  he  denies 
that  the  l.atter  is  carnivorous.  The  black  bear  only 
is  known  in  this  part  of  America,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  mod  noxious  animals  of  our  fored.  In  the 
months  of  Augud  and  September,  he  makes  great 
havoc  in  the  fields  of  Indian  corn,  in  the  new  fet- 
tlements.     He  places  hijtnfelf  between  two  rows  of 
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corn,  and  witK  his  paws  breaks  down  the  ftalks  of 
four  contiguous   hills,  bending  them  toward  the 
centre  of  the  fpace,  that  the   ears   may  lie  near  to 
each  other,  and  then  devours  them.     Faffing  in  this 
manner   through   a  field,  he   deflroys  the  corn  in 
great  quantities.      To  prevent  this,    the   fields  are 
fometimes  guarded,  by  night ;  but  this   method  is 
too  tedious  to  be  confiant.     Another  is,  to  place  a 
loaded  gun,  and  ftretch   a  line,  connected  with  the 
trigger,  acrofs  the  field,  fo  that  the  bear  in  his  walk, 
by  prefiing   againfl   the  line,  may  draw   the   trig- 
ger, and  kill  himfelf.     This  pradlice  has  fometimes 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  ;     but  there  is  danger 
that   people,  who   are  not  apprized  of  the  defign, 
may,  in  pafiing  through  a  field,  kill  or  wound  them- 
felves  ;  and  in.  fa(5l  this  mode  of  fetting  guns,  has, 
in  fome  inftances,  proved  fatal.     Another  way   of 
'taking  the  bear,   is    by  fetting  log  traps  ;   but  this 
is  uncertain.     A  good  dog  is  the  fafeft  defence,  if 
he  could   be  induced  to  remain  by  night  in  the 
field.     In  the  autumn  of  fome  years,  the  bears  come 
down  into  the  old  fettlements,  and  they  have  been 
feen  in  the    maritime  towns  ;  but  now,  their  ap- 
pearance in  thefe  places,  is   extremely  rare.     They 
are  very  fond  of  fweet  apples,  and  will  fometimes 
devour  young  fwine,  but  very  feldom  attack  man- 
kind.    An  affecfling  inllance  of  a  child  falling  a 
prey  to  one  of  them,  happened  at  Moultonborough, 
in  the  month  of  Augufl,  1784.       A  boy  of  eight 
years  old,  fon  of  a  Mr.  Leach,  was  fent  to  a  pafi:ure, 
toward  the  clofe  of  the  day,  to  put  out  a  horfe,  and 
bring  home  the  cows.     His  father  being  in  a  neigh- 
bouring field,  heard  a  cry  of  diftrefs,  and  running 
to  the  fence,  faw  his  child  lying   on   the  ground, 
and  a  bear  Handing  by  him.      He  feized  a  flake, 
and  crept  along,  with  a  view  to  get  between  the 
bear  and  the  child.      The   bear   took  the  child  hj 
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the  throat,  and  drew  hun  into  the  bviihes.  The 
father  piirfued  till  he  came  up,  and  aimuig  a  ftroke 
at  the  bear,  the  flake  broke  in  his  hand  ;  and  the 
bear,  leaving  his  prey^  turned  upon  the  parent,  who, 
in  the  anguifla  of  his  fotd,  was  obliged  to  retreat, 
and  call  for  help.  Before  any  fiifhcient  help  could 
be  obtained,  the  evening  was  fo  far  advanced,  that 
a  fearch  was  impraclicable.  The  night  was  paffed 
by  the  family  in  the  utmoffc  diflrefs.  The  neigh- 
bours aiTembled,  and  at  break  of  day,  renewed  the 
purfuit.  The  child's  hat,  and  the  bridle,  which  he 
had  dropped,  v/ere  found,  and  they  tracked  his 
blood  about  forty  rods,  when  they  difcovered  the 
snangled  corps.  The  throat  was  torn,  and  one  thigh 
devoured.  Whilll  they  were  (landing  round  the* 
body,  the  bear  rofe  from  behind  a  log.  Three  guns 
were  fired  at  the  fame  inftant,  vi^hich  difpatched 
Kim  J  and  a  fire  was  immediately  kindled,  in  which 
he  was  confirmed.  This  was  a  male  bear,  of  about 
three  years  old. 

I  have  met  with  but  one  other  inflance  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  it  happened  in  the  year  1731,  at  a  new  plan- 
tation on  Suncoock  river.  A  man  being  at  work  in 
a  meadow,  his  fon,  of  about  eight  years  old,  was 
fent  to  call  him  home  to  dinner.  On  their  return, 
there  being  two  paths  through  the  woods,  the  fon 
going  firll,  took  one,  and  the  father  the  other.  At 
dinner  the  child  v/as  milling,  and  after  waiting  fome 
time,  the  father  went  to  feek  him,  in  the  path  which 
it  was  fuppofed  he  had  taken.  To  his  inexprefTible 
fnrprife,  a  bear  flarted  up  from  among  the  buihesj 
with  the  bleeding  corps  between  his  teeth. 

The  Racoon  [iirfti.  lotor^  lives  in  hollow  trees,  and 
fometimes  feeds  on  corn  in  the  fields.  Its  liefh  is 
excellent  food.  Its  fur  is  valued  next  to  the  beaver 
for  hats.  BufFon  fays  that  the  racoon  is  found  only 
in  the  fouthcrn  countries  of  America.     It  is  certain* 
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tj  found  in  New-Hampflnire,  and  in  the  eaflern  di- 
vifion  of  MafTachuletts* 

The  Wolverine  [ur/iis  htfcus)  is  a  mifchievous  ani- 
mal. He  fits  on  the  bough  of  a  tree,  near  the  paths 
of  the  deer  and  the  moofe,  and  jumps  on  their  back, 
to  which  he  clings  by  his  claws  till  he  has  torn 
a  hole  in  their  neck  and  killed  them.  He  enters  the 
Cabins  of  the  Indians  in  their  abfence,  and  plunders 
them  of  eatables.  Gyles,  in  his  memoirs,  tells  a 
ftory  of  a  wolverine,  v/hich,  in  one  of  thefe  depre- 
dations, happened  to  throv/  a  bag  of  gunpowder  in- 
to the  fire,  by  which  means  he  loft  his  eyes,  and  be- 
came the  fport  of  the  Indians  at  their  return. 

The  Woodchuck  [iirfi  vel mujlelcv fpec'ies")  is  a  fmall 
animal  which  burrows  in  the  earth.  It  is  generally 
fat  to  a  proverb,  and  its  fleih  is  palatable  food. 

Mole  [talpa  eiiropea.') 

Shrew  Moufe  [for ex  crlftatiis,^  Ground  Moufe 
(fo/'cx  murinus.')     Field  Moufe  [for ex  arafieus.") 

Porcupine  [hyfirix  dorfata.^  This  animal  is  dan- 
gerous to  dogs,  for  on  feizing  it  they  are  tormented 
with  its  quills,  which  quills  are  of  the  fize  of  pig- 
eon's quills.  The  Indians  dye  them  of  various  coj- 
ours,  and  work  them  into  various  figures  to  adoi*n 
their  belts,  pouches,  mockafeens,  and  birchen  difhes. 

Hare  [lepus  tim'idus  f^ 

Rabbit  [lepus  cuniculiis^^ 

The  Beaver  [cafor  fber)  is  one  of  the  moft  ufeful 
as  well  as  fagacious  animals  of  our  wildernefs.  It 
is  now  become  fcarce  in  New-Hampfhire,  but  the 
vefliges  of  its  labours  are  very  numerous. 

The  beaver  is  not  only  an  amphibious  animal, 
biit  is  laid  to  form  a  conne6ling  link  between  quad- 
rupeds and  fiilies.  It  delights  in  ftill  water,  of  which, 
it  muft  have  full  and  undifhurbed  pofleflion.  The 
depth  of  the  water  mufl  be  fuch  as  that  it  niufl  havo: 
P 
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fufficient  room  to  fwini  under  the  ice.  The  male 
and  female,  with  their  yoang  of  one  year  old  (call- 
ed by  the  Indians  pcoys)  form  a  family  which  con- 
iift  generally  of  fix.  Thefe  inhabit  one  cell  ;  but 
when  eome  to  the  age  of  two  years  {^paykms^  they 
go  off  and  build  for  themfelves. 

They  fometimes  choofe  a  natural  pond  for  the 
fcene  of  their  habitation  and  amufement ;  in  which 
cafe  they  dig  a  hole  in  the  earth,  near  the  edge  of 
the  pond,  a;nd  line  it  with  flicks  ;  to  this  they  have 
a  fubterraneous  paflage  from  the  water.  Some- 
times they  rehde  on  the  coves  or  eddies  of  great  riv- 
ers, where  the  water  is  Hill ;  but  it  is  more  ufual 
for  them  to  con[lru(5l  a  dam,  which  by  Hopping  the 
courfe  of  a  ilream,  may  overflow  a  piece  of  ground, 
and  form  a  pond  to  their  liking.  In  the  choice  of  a  fpoc 
for  a  dam,  they  have  fagacity  to  judge  w^hether  it  will 
confina  and  raife  the  water  to  anfwcr  their  purpofe. 
They  take  advantage  of  wind  fallen  trees,  of  long 
points  of  land,  of  fmall  iilands,  rocks  and  fhoals  ; 
and  they  vary  the  Ihape  of  their  dam  according  to 
thefe  circumilances,  making  it  either  circular,  direct 
or  angular  ;  and  the  befl  human  artiil  could  neither 
mend  it3  pofition  or  figure,  nor  add  to  its  liability. 
It  is  conftructed  entirely  of  flicks  and  earth  ;  the 
flicks  are  for  the  mofl  part  placed  up  and  down  the 
flream,  feldom  acrcfs,  but  always  clofely  interwov- 
en and  cemented  by  mud,  brought  on  their  tails, 
which  being  broad  and  flat,  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
a  trowel  as  their  teeth  do  that  of  a  faw.  They  have 
four  incifive  teeth,  two  in  the  forepart  of  the  upper, 
and  two  of  the  under  jaw,  fharp  and  curved  like  a 
carpenter's,  gouge  ;  with  thefe  they  cut  off  trees  and 
bullies  of  the  foftefl  wood,  white  maple,  white  birch, 
alder,  poplar  and  willow  ;  with  thefe  kinds  of  wood 
they  conilruct  their  dams,  and  of  thefe  they  always 
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have    a    fufliclency  funk  under  the  water  to  ferve 
them  for  food  in  the  winter. 

With  refpect  to  the  iize  of  the  trees  which  they 
fell,  and  fome  other  circumflances  relative  to  their 
labours  and  habits,  many  marvellous  floiies  have 
been  publiflied.  La  Hontan  fays  they  will  cut  off 
a  tree  '  as  big  as  a  hogfliead.'  Buffon,  and  after  him 
Raynal  and  Goldfmith,  fpeak  of  their  *  fharpening 
flakes,  and  driving  them  into  the  ground.'  Others 
have  aflerted  things  much  more  incredible.*  The  bea- 
ver is  in  reality  a  fagacious,  laborious,  and  patient  ani- 
mal, and  makes  great  ufe  of  his  teeth  in  felling  many 
fmall  trees,  and  cutting  them  into  pieces  conveni- 
ent for  his  ufe  ;  but  he  has  no  inilrument  with 
which  to  drive  them  into  the  ground.  The  fize  of 
the  trees  which  he  generally  choofes,  is  from  one  to 
ten  inches  in  diameter  ;  thefe  are  young  trees,  ten- 
der and  fweet  for  food.  Neceflity  fometimes  obli- 
ges a  number  of  them  jointly  to  attack  a  tree  of 
larger  fize.  The  largeft  of  which  I  have  any  certain 
information  is  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  inches  in  di- 
ameter ;  but  this  is  rare,  and  the  felling  of  fuch  a 
tree  muft  require  much  labor,  fince  thofe  of  but 
one  inch  have  eight  or  ten  flrokes,  diftindlly  mark»- 
ed,  and  a  very  good  kerf  is  allowed. 

Some  accounts  mention  feveral  hundred  beavers 
alTembling  and  holding  a  council  previoully  to  be- 
ginning a  dam  ;  but  I  am  aifured  that  a  fingle  fam- 
ily, and  even  a  fingle  beaver,  when  he  has  lofl  his 
partners,  will  go  regularly  to  work  either  in  build- 
ing or  repairing  a  dam  as  there  may  be  occalion.  I 
have  myfelf  taken  fticks  newly  cut,  from  a  dam, 
where  a  folitary  beaver  was  at  work.  Joffelyn  tells 
of  a  beaver  which  was  domeflicated  at  Bofton,  and 

•*  Tlie  most  full  and  perfect  account  of  the  beaver  wliich  I  have  seen  is  in  Hearne's 
journey  to  the  Northern  ocean,  paj^e  231,  Sec,  where  he  detects  and  ridicules  ^the  many 
iictions  and  extravagant  stories  which  ha^'J  been  related  of  these  animals. 
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ran  freely  about  the   flreets,  retiring  at  Diglit  to  thg 
houfe  of  his  owner. 

The  beaver's  dam  is  from  fix  to  ten  feet  thick  at 
the  bottom,  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  ftream 
or  the  quantity  of  water.  It  flopes  but  little  on 
the  low^er,  and  much  on  the  upper  Ude,  and  is  from 
two  to  four  feet  wide  at  the  top.  It  is  always  of 
fuch  height  as  will  confme  a  fufHciency  of  water  for 
their  purpofe.  After  it  is  confhudled,  they  place 
fods  of  wild  grafs  upon  it,  fo  that  in  the  courle  of 
a  year  it  becomes  fwarded  over  like  a  portion  of 
meadow.  Thofe  parts  which  are  in  the  fhoalefl  wa- 
ter, near  the  banks,  are  fo  confolidated,  that  after 
the  middle  of  the  4^m  is  broken,  tliefe  will  remain 
like  natural  points  of  firni  earth.  On  the  top  of  the 
dam,  in  the  middle,  they  alv/ays  leave  a  iluice  or 
paflage  of  eighteen  inches  vv^ide,  and  as  many  deep  ; 
and  when  the  ilream  is  large,  they  leave  two  or  three, 
which  the  hunters  c^W  Jliding-places.  In  thefe  they 
divert  themfelves  by  Aiding  or  fv/imming  down  the 
Ilream.  It  is  not  inconvenient  for  this  animal  to  be 
long  under  water  ;  nor  is  he  VvCt  when  he  leaves  it 
to  take  the  land  ;  his  coat  is  fo  well  oiled  that  no 
water  adheres  to  it. 

When  the  dam  is  built,  the  houfe  is  begun.  It 
is  in  the  form  of  a  hay  cock,  and  of  p.  fize  propor- 
tioned to  the  number  of  the  family.  The  walls  are 
two  or  three  feet  thick  at  the  bottom,  and  are  form- 
ed of  the  fame  materials  as  the  dam.  The  door  is 
not  only  under  water,  but  below,  where  the  water 
freezes.  Tlie  lower  ftory  is  about  two  feet  high,  and 
a  floor  of  flicks,  covered  with  mud,  compofes  the 
fecond  flory.  At  the  fame  dillance  a  third  flory 
is  formed,  and  then  the  roof  is  railed  in  an  arched 
form.  It  is  fmooih  on  the  infide,  and  above  the  wa- 
ter, always  dry  and  clean.  Through  each  floor  there 
is  a  communication,  and  the  upper  floor  is  always 
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above  the  level  of  the  water  v\^hen  at  tlie  higliefl. 
The  outfide  of  the  hovife  is  rough  but  tight  ;  and  if 
it  ever  decays,  it  is  repaired.  When  the  hunters  find 
the  houfes  out  of  repair,  they  conclude  that  the  beav- 
ers have  forfaken  the  pond. 

In  the  w^inter  it  is  necelTary  for  them  to  keep  one 
or  more  breathing  holes  in  the  ice  conftaatly  open, 
near  the  houfts  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  break  the 
ice  every  night.  It  is  confidently  afferted  by  the 
hunters,  that  all  their  work  is  done  by  night,  and 
that  they  are  never  feen  in  tlie  day  unlefs  it  be  clou« 
dy  and  dark.  Daring  the  winter,  they  live  on  the 
wood  which  they  have  previoufly  funk  under  the 
water,  and  in  the  fummer  they  are  employed  in  re- 
pairing their  houfes  and  dams,  or  gathering  their 
food  in  the  neighbouring  woods,  to  which  they  trav- 
el in  narrow,  beaten  paths. 

In  thefe  paths,  or  in  the  water  where  the  path 
ends,  or  in  the  fliding  places  of  the  dam,  the  hunter 
fets  his  fleel  fpring  trap,  which  is  previoufly  fcented 
with  beaver's  oil.  Sometimes  he  raifes  a  heap  of 
mud,  or  peels  little  flicks,  and  having  fcented  them, 
fets  them  up  at  the  edge  of  the  pond,  placing  the 
trap  under  water,  near  the  mud  or  flicks.  The  trap 
is  fccured  by  a  chain,  or  the  beaver  would  draw  it 
after  him.  He  often  efcapes  with  the  lofs  of  a  foot. 
Sometimes  he  is  lliot  in  the  water,  or  on  the  land. 
When  a  beaver  difcovers  an  enemy,  he  flrikes  the 
water  with  his  tail ;  the  noife  alarms  the  whole  fam- 
ily, and  they  are  in  a  moment  under  water.  The 
befl  fur  is  that  which  is  taken  in  February  and 
March  j  in  the  fummer,  their  fur  is  not  good.  The 
way  of  preferving  the  fldns,  is  by  faking  and  pack- 
ing them  in  a  clofe  bundle,  v/ith  the  flefh  fides  to- 
gether. 

One  valuable  purpofe  which  the  beaver  ferves,  i^ 
not  mentioned,  by  any  of  the  writers  of  natural  hif- 
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tory,  which  I  have  had  opportunity  to  confult ;  but  I 
fliall  give  it,  in  the  words  of  a  friend,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  feveral  communications  refpecfting  the 
original  and  cukivated  (late  of  the  country.*     *  The 

*  beavers,  in  building  their  dams,  have  no  other  de- 

*  fign  than  that  of  making  a  habitation  agreeable  to 

*  the  natural  bias,  with  which  they  are  formed  ;  bur, 

*  I  conceive,  that  Being,  by  whom  the  univerfe  is  fo 

*  wifely  governed,  has  a  farther  defign  in  this  little 
'  animal,  who  with  unwearied  labor  builds  a  dam, 
'  which  flops  the  wat^r  from  purfuing  its  natural 
'  courfe,  and  makes  it  fpread  over  a  tra(ft  of  land 
'  from  five  to  five  hundred  acres  in  extent ;  and  mofl 
'  commonly  the  word  of  land,  a  mere  alder  fwamp 

*  or  bog,  and  the  larger  the  tradl,  the  more  likely  is 
'  it  to  be  the  worfe.  By  means  of  the  waters  continu- 

*  ing  on  this  tradl,  more  than  half  the  year,  for  many 
'  years  together,  every  thing  which  grew  upon  it  is 
'  drowned  ;  all   trees,  buflies  and  flirubs  are  killed. 

*  In  a  courfe  of  time,  the  leaves,  bark,  rotten  wood 
'  and  other  manure,  which  is  waflied  down,  by  the 

*  rains,  from  the  adjacent  high  lands,  to  a  great  ex- 
*-  tent,  fpread  over  this  pond,  and  fubfide  to  the  bot^ 

*  torn,  making  it  fmooth  and  level. 

*  It  is  now  that  the  hunter,  ferreting  the  innocent 

*  beaver,  is  alfo  made  fubfervient  to  the  great  de- 

*  fign  of  Providence  ;  which  is,  by  opening  the  dam, 
'  and  deflroying  the  beaver,  fo  that  it  is  not  repair- 
'  ed.  Of  confequence,  the  water  is  drained  off,  and 
'  the  whole  trac5l,  which  before  was  the  bottom  of 

*  a  pond,  is  covered  with  wild  grafs,  which  grows 

*  as  high  as  a  man's  flioulders,  and  very  thick, 
^  Thefe  meadows  doubtlefs  ferve  to  feed  great  num- 

*  bers  of  moofe   and  deer,  and  are  of  flill  greater 

*  ufe  to  new  fettlers,  who  find  a  mowing  field  al- 

*  MS.  letter  pf  Jpsepli  Peirce,  E?q. 
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*  ready  cleared  to  their  hands  ;  and  though  the  hay 

*  is  not  equally  as  good  as  Englifli,  yet  it  not  only 

*  keeps   their  cattle   alive,  but  in  tolerable  order  ; 

*  and  without  thefe  natural  meadows,  many  fettle- 

*  ments  could  not  pofTibly  have  been  made,  at  the 
'  time   they  were  made.     Such  as  are  not  fenced, 

*  afford   the  cattle  good  paftures  in  the  beginning 

*  of  the  year,  as  the  grafs  flioots  very  early.     It  is 

*  obferved  that  thofe  meadows  which  are  mowed 

*  conflantly,    produce   lefs   at  every  mowing ;  but 

*  will  always  hold  out,  where  fettlers  are   induftri- 

*  ous,  till  they  have  cleared  ground  enough  to  raile 
'  Englifli  hay.       I   have  more  than   two   hundred 

*  acres  in  one  body,  made  by  feveral  dams,  acrofs 
'  one  brook,  at  various  difliances  from  each  other*' 

The  Mufquafh  (cajior  ^ibethlcus )  builds  a  cabin 
of  (licks  and  mud  in  a  fliallow  pond.  He  is  not  fo 
fhy  of  man  as  the  beaver  ;  but  is  frequently  found 
in  the  cultivated  parts  of  the  country.  The  oil-bag 
of  the  Mufquafli,  wrapped  in  cotton,  affords  a  per- 
fume, grateful  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of  mulk^ 

The  Mink  (mujlela)  is  an  amphibious  animal, 
and  burrows  in  the  earth  by  the  fide  of  rivers  and 
ponds.  Its  fur  is  more  valuable  than  the  muf- 
quafli. 

The  Ground  Rat  [mujlerrejiris  native,) 

*  The  Black  Rat  [dius )  is  a  native,  Ijut  it  re- 
tires back  into  the  country  as  the  grey  rat,  which 
is  imported  in  velfels  from  abroad,  advances.  The 
town  of  Hampton,  though  adjoining  the  fea,  and 
one  of  the  earlieft  fettlements  in  New-Ham pfhire, 
had  no  grey  rats  till  the  year  1764,  when  an  Englifh 
mail  fhip  was  wrecked  on  th6  beach.  This  fpecies 
of  rat  has  advanced  about  thirty  miles  into  the  coun- 
try, and  farther,  along  the  great  roads.  To  prevent 
the  entrance  of  this  noxious  animal  into  corn  houfes, 
t*he  fills  are  laid  on  fhort  polls,  each  of  which  is  cap- 
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ped  with  a  broad  fiat  floue,  over  wlilcli  the  animal 
cannot-  pafs. 

Of  Squirrels  we  have  four  fpecies.  The  Black 
(  fciurus  niger')  and  the  Grey  {fciurus  dnereus)  though 
diilinguilhed  by  Linnaeus,  differ  here  only  in  colour  5 
the  former  is  very  rare,  the  latter  very  common. 
This  is  the  largeft  fpecies  of  Squirrels.  It  builds 
its  nefl  in  the  crotch  of  a  tree,  generally  a  white 
oak,  and  there  breeds  and  nouriihes  its  young.  It 
feeds  on  acorns  and  nuts,  and  lays  up  its  winter 
food  in  the  hollow  parts  of  old  trees. 

The  Red  fquirrel  (fciurus  Jiavus  ?)  is  the  next  in 
iize,  and  its  habits  are  nearly  the  fame. 

The  Striped  fquirrel  [  fciurus Jiriat us)  is  fmaller. 
It  provides  its  winter  food  from  the  cornfields,  and 
depofits  it  in  holes  in  the  earth,  after  having  depriv- 
ed each  kernel  of  its  germe,  that  it  may  not 
iprout. 

The  Flying  iquirrel  [fciurus  volaiis)  is  the  leafl 
and  moft  beautiful.  Its  fur  is  the  mod  fine  and 
delicate  of  any  quadruped.  It  feeds  on  the  buds 
and  feeds  of  vegetables. 

The  Moofe  [ccrvus  tarandus  .^)  is  the  largeft  ani- 
mal of  our  foreft.  His  palmated  horns  extend  from 
four  to  fix  feet  in  breadth,  and  are  from  thirty  to 
fifty  pounds  in  v/eight.  He  has  hair  on  his  neck 
refembling  the  mane  of  a  horfe.  His  hoof  is  clov- 
en, and  when  he  trots,  the  clattering  of  it  is  heard 
at  a  great  diftance.  His  courfe  through  the  woods 
is  ftraight,  to  a  proverb.  He  feeds  on  the  v/ild 
grafs  of  the  meadows,  or  on  the  leaves  and  bark  of 
a  fpecies  rf  the  Comely  which  is  called  moofe-wood. 
When  vexed  by  the  flies  in  fummer,  he  takes  to 
the  water,  where  he  feeds  on  the  wild  oats  or  pond 
lilies.  His  flefli  is  of  a  coarfer  grain  than  beef,  but 
fweet  and  tender.  His  lip,  which  is  broad  and  car- 
tilaginous, is  accounted  by  the  Indians  and  by  ouf 
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own  huntfrnen  a  dainty,  and  his  tongue  is  *  a  difh 
for  a  fagamore.'  The  hide  is  thick  and  firm,  and 
is  made  into  foft  and  durable  leather.  When  the 
Indians  kill  a  moofe  or  a  deer,  they  cut  ofFthe  hoof 
and  draw  out  the  finews,  of  which  they  make  the 
ftrongeft  cords. 

The  Deer  [cervus  dama?)  was  formerly  found  in 
very  great  plenty  ;  but  having  been  wantonly  de- 
flroyed  at  improper  feafons  of  the  year,  is  now  be- 
come fcarce.  The  bell:  time  to  hunt  this  animal 
for  the  facility  of  taking  it,  is  in  the  winter,  when 
there  is  a  deep  fnow  with  a  cruft  on  its  furface  ; 
but  its  fliin  is  moft  valuable  when  killed  in  the 
warm  months. 

Hunting  is  an  employment  followed  by  fome 
people,  who  prefer  rambling,  to  a  life  of  fettled  in- 
duftry.  The  moofe  and  the  deer  are  tracked  and 
purfued  by  dogs  ;  or  the  huntfman  lies  in  wait  for 
them,  at  certain  defiles,  where  they  are  known  to 
pafs,  or  near  waters  in  which  they  bathe.  The 
bear  is  fometimes  unkennelled  when  retired  to  his 
den  ;  or  w^hen  ranging,  if  he  take  to  a  tree,  he  is  a 
fair  mark. 

A  new  mode  of  driving  away  the  wolf  has  been 
attempted  with  fuccefs.  The  town  of  Amherft  was 
a  few  years  ago  much  infefted  with  this  noxious  in- 
truder. On  a  day  appointed,  the  inhabitants,  by 
general  confent  took  their  arms,  and  furrounded  a 
large  fwamp  which  they  penetrated  in  every  direc- 
tion, as  far  as  it  w^as  pra(flicable  ;  and  kept  up  an 
inceffant  firing  of  guns  and  beating  of  drums 
through  the  day.  In  the  following  night  the  wolves 
quitted  the  fwamp  with  a  difmal  howling,  and  have 
never  fince  done  any  mifchief  in   that  town. 

The  only  mamillary  biped  which  we  have  is  the  Bat 
(vefpertilio  murinus)  which  forms  the  connedling 
link  between  die  beads  and  the  birds. 
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Of  Birds  we  have  a  great  variety.  The  follow- 
ing catalogue  is  the  moft  full,  v/hich  has  been  col- 
leded,  but  cannot  boaft  of  perfedion. 


1.  Bald  Eaj^le, 

2.  Eruv.n  Kaglc, 

4.  Large  lirosvn  Hawky 

5.  Hen  Hauk, 

3.  Pigeon  Hawk, 

6.  Fish  Hawk, 

1.  Horned  Owl, 

2.  \Vhite  Owl, 

3.  Speckled  Owl,^ 

4.  Barn  Owl, 
Bird  Rawk, 
King  Bird,- 
Crow, 

Blue  Jay, 

Hang-  Bird, 

Red  winged  Uiack  Bird, 

Golden  Knbin  or  Gold  Finch, 

Grow  Black  Bird, 

Ciickow, 

Great  Red  Crested  Wood-Pecker, 

Swallow  Wood-Pecker, 

Red  Head  Wood-Pecker, 

White  Back  Wood-Pecker, 

Carolina  Wood-Pecker, 

Wooly  Back  Wood-Pecker, 

White  Tail  Wood-Pecker, 

Speckled  Wood-Pecker, 

Nut  Hatch,  j 

Kingfisher, 
Creeper, 
Humming;  Bird,. 
Swan. 


FalcQ  laiciiccj'ihatue. 
Fulco  fulvus. 
Falco  /ludsonius  ? 
FalcQ  sfmrverius  ? 
Falco  ''iubbuleo^ 
Falco  HalidclUH  ? 
Strix  Bubo, 
iitria:  nyctca. 
Kitrix  jUuco. 
Strix  passerina. 
Fanius  ccmadensisc 
Lanius  tyrajinus, 
Corvus  Corax. 
Corvua  cristatiis.         • 
Oriolus  JcteruH. 
Oriolus  /ihisniccns. 
Oriolus  Baltimore  ? 
Qrucula  Quiscula. 
Cuculus  umerlcanus  ? 
Picjis  fiikatus  ? 
Picus  kiruudrnacciis. 
Piciis  crythroccfihalus. 
Picus  ciuratus, 
Picus  curolimis, 
Picus  ptibescenn. 
Picus  villosiis  ? 
Picus  maculolui* 
SiKa  cur^pxx 
K.'itta  caJiadensii. 
Jlcedo  Alcyon. 
Cerihiafiinus  ? 
Trochilus  colubrit^- 
Anas  cygiius. 


The  SWAN  is  the  largeft  of  the  aquatic  tribe 
which  is  feen  in  this  country.  One  of  them  has 
been  known  to  weigh  36  lb.  and  to  be  fix  feet  in 
length  from  the  bill  to   the  feet,  when  ftretched.f 

*  Since  the  printing  of  the  note  page  108,  I  find  that  the  request  of  Dr.  Cutler,  res- 
feeling  the  new  specific  names,  was,  that  they  should  be  '  distinguished  by  a  character 
'  different  from  the  others.'  It  was  at  first  thought  that  'Italic  capitals'  would  be  as 
proper  a  distinction  as  any  other  ;  but  this  is  found,  on  further  inquiry,  to  be  contrary 
«o  the  practice  of  that  class  of  authors.  A  smaller  type  is  therefore  used  by  way  of  dis- 
tinction. 

T  This  bird  migrates  to  the  Korthward  SO  early  as  to  find  no  water  but  at  the  falls  o£ 
j^vers  where  there' is  »o  ice.  Heariie's  Journal,  p.  283- 
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Naturallfls  "have  difterent  opinions  refpedbing  the 
muiic  of  the  fwan.  The  tame  fwan  of  England  is 
faid  to  be  filent ;  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  feems  to  think 
the  accounts  of  the  mufic  of  the  wild  fwan  fabu- 
lous. What  is  deemed  fabulous  in  Europe,  is  often 
realized  in  America.  It  is  certain  that  our  fwan  is 
heard  to  make  a  found  rei'embling  that  of  a  trumpet, 
both  when  in  the  water  and  on  the  wing.  Mr. 
Hearne  fays  that  the  fwan  at  Hudfon's  Bay  makes 
a  noife  refembling  the  found  of  a  French  Horn. 
Page  436, 

"White  Head  Coct,  .fnas  ,speclaUlie, 

Brown  Coot,  Anas  J'ut,ca. 

Black  Duck  Cootj  Jliiaa  nigra. 

\\  hite  Gcose,  Anas  cruthj-^/nit. 
Bluish  G-jose,                                         •  Anas  caeruleicetis. 

Brant  or  Brent,  Anas  bernida. " 

Wild  oi-  Black  Goose,  Ajias  canadensis. 

This  is  the  bird  which  Dr.  Hill  calls  the  Swan 
Goofe.  It  is  a  bird  of  palTage,  and  gregarious  ;  the 
form  of  the  phalanx,  when  on  the  wing,  is  that  of 
a  wedge.  By  the  mixture  of  this  with  the  com- 
mon goofe,  a  mongrel  breed  is  produced,  which  is 
more  valuable  than  either  of  them  fingly.  The 
wild  goofe,  though  it  migrates  from  one  part  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  yet  has  its  local  attachments. 
One  of  them,  which  was  caught  in  the  fpring,  and 
kept  in  a  farm  yard  with  a  flock  of  domeflic  geefe, 
when  the  time  of  its  migration  arrived,  took 
the  firfl  opportunity  to  join  a  flock  in  their  paflage 
to  the  fouthward  ;  but  at  the  return  of  fpring,  came 
back  and  alighted  in  the  fame  yard  with  four  j  oung 
ones,  which  flie  had  produced  in  her  abfence. 

The  BRANT  is  rare  in  New-Hampfliire  ;  but  in 
the  bay  of  MalTichufetts,  is  found  in  great  abun- 
dance. 
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Scii  Duck, 

Dipper, 

Oiduife, 

Red  i^lead  Quindar, 

Quindar, 

Whistler, 

Giey  Duck, 

Widgeon, 

River  Coot  or  Ash  colour  Duck, 

Mallard  or  Sprig--iail  Duck, 

Lord  and  Lady, 

Blue  wine;  Teal, 

Green  wing  Teal, 

Crested  wood  Duck, 

Wood  Duck, 

Cream  colour  Shelldrake, 

Red  belly  Shelldrake, 

Pyed  Shelldrake, 

Murr, 

Penguin, 

Sea  Parrot, 

Peterel  or  Mother  Carey 'a 

Chickens, 
Pelican. 


.4nas  mollisdma. 
Anas  alhcola. 
Anus  hyemalis. 
Anas  ferina. 
Anas  bucejihala. 
Anas  clang-u/a  i 
Anas  Pe7ielope. 
Anas  Marila. 
Anas  cinerca. 
Anas  acuta. 
Anas  histrionica  ? 
Anas  discors  i 

Anas . 

Anas  s/ionsa. 
Anas  arborta. 
Mergus  Mergan.icr  \ 
Mtrgus  Serrator  ? 
Mer^us  Castor  ? 
Alca  Tarda. 
Alea  imp.ennis. 
Ale  a  arlica. 
Procellaria  fidctgica. 

Pelicanus  onocrotalus  occidaitalis. 


The  Pelican  migrates  from  its  native  country,  the 
Miflifippi,  far  to  the  northward.  It  has  been  feen 
in  New-Hampfhire.  The  American  Pelican  is  not 
a  difbin6l  fpecies  from  the  Pelican  of  Afia  and  Afri-- 
ca,  but  a  variety  only. 


Shai^, 

Gannet, 

Brown  Throat  Loon, 

Sea  Loon, 

White  Gull, 

Eas^le  Gull, 

Mackeiel  Gull, 

Tee-Arr,  or  Fishins^  Gull, 

Swallow  tail  Gull  or  Medrake, 

Crane, 

Stork, 

Blue  Heron, 

Skouk, 

White  Heron, 

Woodcock, 

Wood  Snipe, 

Grey  Curlew, 

Large  Speckled  Curlew, 

Humility, 

Marsh  Bird, 


Pclecanus  giacidus  ? 
Pelecanus  bassanus  I 
Colymbus  Srfitcntrionalis. 
Colyrnbus  Immtr. 
Larus  candidwB. 
Larus  mar i mis. 
Larus  ridibundus. 
Sterna  minuta. 
Sterna  Hirundo  ? 
Ardea  canadensis, 
Ardca  ckonia. 
Ardea  ccerulca. 
Ardca  virescensy 
Ardea  alba. 
Scolofiax  Rusticola. 
Scolopax  fedoa. 
Scolofiax  totanus. 
Scolojia-x  lapponica. 
Tringa  intcrjires  ? 
Tringa  viorinella  ? 
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Rock  Bird,  Trin^a  viaculata. 

Bcac'i-Biid,  7\inga  annaria. 

Ox -Eve,  Charadriufi  aLexaiidrimts  ? 

Kildee,  Charadrius  vocifcius  I 

Blacli  Breast  Plover,  Ckaradrhis  a/nicarius. 

Upland  Plover,  Cha'-adr.'Ui  tetradactyhie. 

l.args  Spoiled  Plover,  Charadrius     maculatus 

Peep,  liallus  carvlinus. 

Wild  Turkey,  Mdca^ris  gollthavo. 

Wild  Turkies  were  formerly  very  numerous.  In 
winter  they  frequented  the  fea  fhiore,  for  the  fake 
of  picking  fmall  fiihes  and  marine  infed:s,  which 
the  tide  leaves  on  the  flats.  JoJJelyn^  who  relided 
eight  years  in  the  province  of  Maine,  and  wrote  in 
1672,  fays,  that  he  had  eaten  part  of  one,  which, 
when  prepared  for  the  fpit,  weighed  thirty  pounds  ; 
and  Wood^  who  vifited  the  country  earlier,  and  wrote 
in  1639,  fpeaks  of  fome  vv^hich  weighed  forty  pounds. 
They  are  now  retired  to  the  inland  mountainous 
country.  Dr.  Goldfmith  doubts  whether  any  of  this 
breed  have  been  tamed  in  America.  They  certainly 
have  been  tamed  ;  but  they  are  degenerated  in  fize 
by  their  domeftication,  fcarcely  any  being  more  than 
half  fo  heavy  as  thofe  above  mentioned.  The  tur- 
key is  a  rambling  bird,  and  runs  with  great  fpeed 
on  the  ground.  The  tame  flocks  frequently  wander, 
and  cannot  be  fatted  till  the  fnow  prevents  their 
excurflons. 

Growfe,  Tetrao . 


The  Growfe  is  rarely  feen,  as  there  are  no  dry 
heaths  in  New-Hampfhire,  but  on  the  tops  of  the 
largefl  mountains,  which  are  feldom  vifited  by  man. 
This  bird  has  a  red  head,  is  larger  than  the  par- 
tridge, and  its  flefli,  though  red  and  dry,  has  a  high 
flavour,  and  is  very  tender. 

Quail,  Tetrao  virginianus. 

Partridge,  Tetrao  viarllandicus. 
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The  Partridge  is  very  common  in  our  woods. 
Some  of  our  epicurean  gentry,  have  begun  to  fear, 
that  its  race  will  be  too  foon  extindl ;  but  there  is 
no  danger.  This  bird  is  very  prolific  ;  it  is  com- 
mon to  find  tweaty  of  its  eggs  in  a  neft ;  and  it  has 
feveral  coveys  in  a  feafon.  Quails  are  equally  pro- 
lific. In  the  Ibuthern  and  middle  States,  the  quail 
is  called  a  partridgej  and  the  partridge  a  pheafant. 
The  true  pheafimt  is  not  a  native  of  our  wildernefs. 
The  late  Governor  Wentv/orth  brought  feveral  pairs 
of  phealants  from  England,  and  let  them  fly  in  his 
woods,  at  Wolf  borough  ;  but  they  have  not  fince 
been  feen. 

Wild  Pigeon,       ,  Colmnha  carolinicnfis  (dub.) 

Wild  Pigeons  come  in  the  fpring,  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  in  great  flocks,  and  breed  in  our  woods,  dur- 
ing the  fummer  months.  They  choofe  the  thickefl 
parts  of  the  forell,  for  the  fituation  of  their  nefls. 
JcJJclyn  fays  '  they  join  neft  to  neft,  and  tree  to  tree, 
'  by  their  nefts,   many  miles  together,  on  the  pine 

*  trees.'  In  the  journal  of  Richard  FIa%%cn^  who  fur- 
veyed  the  Province  line,  in  1741,  there  is  this  re- 
mark ;  *  for  three  miles  together,  the  pigeons'  nefts 
•^  were  fo  thick,  that  five  hundred  might  have  been 

*  told  on  the  beech  trees  at  one  time  ;  and  could 
'  they  have  been  counted  on  the  hemlocks,  as  well,  I 

*  doubt  not  but  five  thoufand,  at  one  turn  round.' 
This  was  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Connecfticut  river, 
and  eaftv;rard  of  Deerfield  river.  Since  the  clearing 
of  the  woods,  the  number  of  pigeons  is  diminilhed,. 


Turtle  Dove,  Columba  carclinen&ia. 

Sky  Lai'k,  AUmda  alfiencris. 

Marsh  Lark,  Alauda  magna. 

Robin,  Ttirdus  mlgratorius. 

Thrush,  Tardus  rufiis. 

'Jlirashcr  or  Mockbird,  Turdus  Orp/iciis  ? 

Cherry  Bird,  Amfidh  Garrulus. 

Crossbill,  J^axia  curvirosira  I 
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The  Crofs  Bill  is  a  bird  rather  larger  than  the 
fparro w  ;  it  is  common  in  the  weilern  and  northern 
parts  of  the  State.  The  upper  and  lower  parts  of 
its  beak  crofs  each  other  like  a  pair  of  (hears,  by 
which  means  it  cuts  off  the  Ralks  of  wheat  and  rye, 
and  then  lays  the  fide  of  its  head  to  the  ground  tb 
pick  the  kernels.  The  female  is  of  a  fliaded  olive 
colour.  The  male  is  of  the  fame,  but  tinged  with 
red. 


"Snow  Bird, 


Emheri%a  hyemalis  f 


The  Snow  Bird  is  fmaller  than  a  fparrow,  and  ap- 
pears in  little  flocks,  in  the  winter,  enlivening  the 
gloom  of  that  dreary  feafon.  They  perch  on  th® 
tops  of  the  fpires  of  dead  grafs,  above  the  fnow,  or 
on  fpots  of  bare  ground,  or  on  the  bufhes  and  trees. 
They  are  feldom  molefted,  as  one  of  them  is  fcarce- 
ly  a  mouthful  ;  but  they  have  the  fame  delicate  tafte 
as  the  quail.  Befides  the  fnow  bird,  the  crow,  the 
blue  jay,  the  woodpecker  and  the  partridge,  have  a 
degree  of  hardinefs,  equal  to  the  feverity  of  our 
winters,  and  are  then  feen  flying  ;  all  others  avoid 
it,  by  feeking  a  timely  retreat. 


Boblincoln, 

Red  Linnet, 

Cheeweeh, 

Yellow  Bird, 

Winter  sparrow. 

Chipping  liird, 

Spring  Bird, 

Several  species  of  Sparrows, 

Crested  Fly-Catcher, 

Hedge  Bird, 

Cat  Bird, 

Brown  P'lycatclicr, 

Yellow  Crown, 

Grape  Bird, 

Blue  Bird, 

Crested  Wren, 

Common  Wren, 

Crested  Titmouse, 


Ember iza  otyzivora. 
Tanagra  rubra. 
Fringilla  erythrcfithalma  I 
Fringilla  r vis! is. 
Fringilla  grisea. 
Fringilla  I 
Fringilla. 
Fringilla. 
Muscicafia  crinita, 
Musdcapa  canadensis, 
Muscicafia  carolinensU, 
Muscicapu  susca. 
Muscicafia  Jiava. 
Motacilla  icterocefihala* 
Motacilla  Sialia. 
Motacilla  Regulits. 
Motacilla  Trochilus, 
Furua  bicolor. 
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Blue  Titmouse,  Parus  amrricanus, 

Tom  'i'eet,  Parus  atricafiillus. 

Yellow  RviiTjped  Tom  Tect,  Parus  vir^ii.iamcs. 

IJ!.tle  lliuig-BIrd,  Parus  ficnduUnus  ? 

3  B.ink  SwaUow,  Hirundo  ri/iaria. 

4  yiack  iVlaiHin,  liirundo  jnirfiurta. 
i   ^.tin  Swallow,  Hirundo  ruatka. 

2  Small  Martin,  Hirundo  urbriu. 

The  Swallow  appears  in  April,  and  difappears  in 
Anguft.  It  was  formerly  fappofed  to  migrate,  but 
the  evidences  of  its  retiring  to  the  water,  or  marfhy 
ground,  and  there  remaining  torpid,  during  the  win- 
ter, are  fo  many,  that  this  opinion  is  now  generally 
received. 

Chimney-Swallow,  Hirundo  /iclangia 

Whip-pooi'-wi!l,  Ca/>rimutifus  caropceup.  B 

Kight  Hawk,  Ccp.rimidgus  uincricp.nus. 

AMPHIBIOUS    REPTILES. 

J.Jud  Tui  tie,  Teatuds  dentkulata. 

Speckled  Tu!t!c,  Testudo  Carolina  I 

Toad,  Rana  Bufo  l 

Poud  Fro^-,  JRana  Qceilata. 

Greer.i  l''(>uii(ain  FrOj^-,  liana  escidanta. 

Speckled  Froy ,  Pana  maculata. 

Tree  Fi'Og.  Pana  arbortQ.. 

Bull  Fi'og,  Pana  bonus . 

5  w i  J  a certa  fui,cia ia  ? 
Brown  Lizard,  Lacerta  punctuta, 

AMPHIBIOUS    SERPENTS. 
Rattle  Snake,  Crotalus  horridus. 

The  Rattle  Snake  is  the  mofl  venomous  of  all  the 
ferpent  tribe,  in  this  part  of  America  ;  but  its  mo- 
tion is  fo  flow,  and  the  found  wliich  it  gives  by  rat- 
tling its  tail,  before  it  darts  on  its  prey,  is  fo  diflin- 
guiihable  from  the  very  few  other  noifes  which  are 
heard  in  the  woods,  that  it  is  eafily  avoided.  The 
rattle  fnake  of  New-Hampfliire  is  of  a  darker  colour, 
and  lefs  variegated  than  that  which  is  found  about 
the   blue   hills,    in  Suffolk  county,  MalTachufetts. 
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There  are  certain  boundaries,  beyond  which,  to  the 
northward,  none  have  been  feen  in  New-Hampfhire. 
Thele  are  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  country,  Sugar 
river,  a  branch  of  the  Connedlicut,  and  Sawyer's 
river,  a  branch  of  the  Saco.  They  have  been  very 
common  about  the  ihores,  and  on  the  iflands  of 
Winipifeogee  lake  ;  but  as  the  country  is  fettled, 
the  number  decreafes  :  In  the  autumn  they  retire 
to  their  dens,  in  the  cavities  of  rocks,  which  are  open 
to  the  fouth  ;  where  they  remain  till  the  warmth  of 
the  fummer  fun  invites  them  to  bafkin  its  beams.  Dur- 
ing their  torpid  ftate,  fome  perfons  make  a  practice 
of  drawing  them  from  their  dens,  with  hooks,  and 
deftroying  them.  In  the  hotted  weather,  they  re- 
fort  to  meadows,  and  other  watry  places.  Some 
years  ago,  in  a  dry  fummer,  a  number  of  people 
from  Rocheller,  went  to  a  meadow  in  the  woods 
with  an  intention  to  mow  it,  but  found  it  fo  full  of 
rattle  fnakes,  tha*:  they  fet  fire  to  the  grafs  and  quit- 
ted the  place.  The  following  lingular  f a6l  deferves 
to  be  remembered.  A  dog,  belonging  to  a  Mr. 
Wormwood,  of  Durham,  being  bitten  by  a  rattle- 
fnake,  immediately  went  in  fearch  of  a  foft  loamy 
fpot  of  earth,  in  which  he  fcratched  a  hole  and  bu- 
ried himfelf  all  over,  excepting  his  head.  Here  he 
remained,  refufing  all  nourifliment,  till  the  earth 
had  extracted  the  venom.  This  fa6l  was  certified 
to  me  by  Joha  Smith,  Efq.  of  Durham,  lately  de» 
ceafed. 

Small  Brown  Adder,  Coluber  urlatulua. 

House  Addei-,  Coluber  Jiunctaiusl 

Water  Adder,  Coluber  fu-sciatus. 

Brown  Snake,  Coluber  Si/iedon. 

(ireen  Snake,  Coluber  Suurita^ 

^}^?^^^^f'-n,     ,c     1       ?  Coluber  constrictor. 

V*  hue  Neck  Black  Snake,  3 

Striped  Snake,  Jnguis  cnjx  ? 

R 
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AMPHIBIOUS   FISHES. 

Lamprevj  P etromyzon  fluviataUa  ? 

Sea  Sucker,  Pctromyzoii  marinua. 

The  Lamprey  frequents  mofl  of  our  rivers,  efpec- 
ially  where  the  palTage  is  not  interrupted  by  dams. 
In  Merrimack,  they  afcend  to  the  waters  of  Pem- 
igewafTet,  and  are  found  in  plenty  as  far  as  Plymouth. 
That  part  which  is  below  the  air  holes  is  lalted  and 
dried  for  food.  After  the  fpawning  feafon  is  over, 
and  the  young  fry  have  gone  down  to  the  fea,  the 
old  fifh  attach  themfelves  to  the  roots  and  limbs  of 
trees  which  have  fallen  or  run  into  the  water,  and 
there  perifh.  A  mortification  begins  at  the  tail,  and 
proceeds  u})ward  to  the  vital  part.  FijQi  of  this  kind 
have  been  found  at  Plymouth,  in  different  flages  of 
putrefacflion. 


Thornbacl;, 

Raja  Fullonica. 

Dog  Fish, 

Sq  u  alus  .  i  •  a  n  thias. 

Shark, 

Squalus  stellcnis  ? 

Monk  Fish, 

L,oJihius  Jiiscatoriua. 

Suirgeon, 

Acijicnser  sturio. 

Lunipfish, 

Cycl'jfitdrus  lunifius. 

FISHES. 

Eel, 

Miircena  anguilia. 

Conger  Eel, 

31urcena  conger. 

Cat  Fish, 

Jnarhichas  lufms. 

Snake  Fish, 

Ofihidi-dm  imberbe. 

Haddock, 

Gadus  aglesinus. 

Cod, 

Gad  us  Morhua. 

The  Cod  comes  into  the  river  Pafcataqua,  in  the 
fpring  and  fall,  and  is  taken  at  fea,  in  all  months  of 
the  year.  The  bell  are  caught  in  the  winter.  The 
next  in  quality  are  taken  in  the  fpring  and  begin- 
ning of  fummer  ;  the  third  kind  in  the  latter  end  of 
fummer  and  beginning  of  autumn. 

Fiost  Fish,  Gadus  hiscus. 

Polkck,  Gadua  /loUac/iius. 

bniiill  Pollack>  Gadus  virciu. 
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Jiake,  Gadus  molva. 

Snake  Fish,  BU-iinius  Grenelhia. 

Wolf  Fish,  JBlennius  anguiUariut. 

The  Haddock,  Hake  and  Pollack  are  taken  at  fea, 
in  the  fpring  and  fnmmer,  and  being  dried,  are  fold 
under  the  denomination  of  fcale  fifh. 


Sculpion, 

Cottus  fjuadrifornis. 

Beurded  Sculpion, 

Cotrus  cataphractus  t 

Plaise, 

Plcuronectes  filaiessa. 

Flounder, 

Pleuronectes  jftesus. 

Holibut, 

Pleuroncctes  IFiJi/iuglaasua. 

The  Holibut  is  the  largeft  fifh  which  is  taken  for 
food.  When  full  grown,  it  exceeds  5001b.  in  weight ; 
thofe  of  2001b.  are  frequently  brought  to  market. 

Dab,  Pleurenectes  p.afiilloavs. 

Red  Perch,  Percajluviafalis. 

White  Perch,  Pcrca  luciofierca  ? 

Whiting",  Perca  alburnu.s. 

Sea  Perch,  Perca  unditlata  ? 

Bass,  Perca  octlata. 

The  Bafs  was  formerly  taken  in  great  plenty,  in 
the  river  Pafcataqua  ;  but  by  the  injudicious  ufe  of 
nets,  in  the  winter,  this  fifhery  was  almoft  deftroy- 
ed.  After  the  mifchief  was  done^  a  law  was  made 
againft  it  ;  but  the  bafs  have  never  fince  reforted  to 
this  river  in  any  great  numbers.  It  is  faid  by  fome, 
that  fifh  which  are  fpawned  in  rivers,  and  defcend 
to  the  fea,  return  to  thofe  rivers,  only  where  they 
are  fpawned.  If  this  principle  be  true,  the  breed 
might  be  renewed  by  bringing  fome  of  the  bafs, 
which  are  caught  in  Merrimack  river,  alive,  over 
the  land,  to  the  nearefl  part  of  the  waters  of  Pafcat- 
aqua, a  diftance  not  more  than  twelve  miles.  This 
muft  be  done  before  the  fpawning  feafon,  and  might 
very  eafily  be  accomplifhed. 
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Shiner, 

Perca  no  bills  ? 

Chub, 

Perca  fihiladclfiMce. 

Bream, 

Perca  chry  so/it  era  ? 

Stickle  flack, 

Gasterostnis  aculeatus 

Skip  Jack, 

Gasterostcus  Halatrix, 

Mackrcl, 

Scomber  scomber. 

Pout, 

Siluriifi  J'eli&. 

SahTioTi, 

Salmo  Salar  ? 

The  SxiLMON  formerly  frequented  the  river  Paf- 
cataqua  ;  but  the  numerous  dams  built  acrofs  its 
branches,  have  obflru(5ted  the  courfe  of  this  valua- 
ble fifh,  and  it  has,  for  many  years,  totally  forfak- 
en  the  river.  It  ftill  afcends  the  Saco,  Merrimack 
and  Connecflicut ;  in  the  two  laft,  to  their  farthefl 
head  ;  in  the  former,  a  projedling  rock,  in  the  great 
fall,  near  Sunday's  rocks,  forms  an  infurmountable 
obllrud:ion  ;  but  there  is  a  free  courfe  for  this  fifli 
up  the  branch  called  great  Oflapy. 

SALMON  TROUT,  Salmo  Trutta, 

The  Trout  is  found  in  all  the  dreams  which  flovr 
from  the  mountains,  and  very  near  their  fummits. 
The  fame  is  obferved  concerning  this  fifli,  in  other 
countries.  Sir  W.  Hamilton,  defcribing  the  Ap- 
pennines,  in  Italy,  fays  '  the  road  follows  the  wind- 

*  ings  of  the  Garigliano,  which  is  a  beautiful  clear 
'  trout  flream,  with  a  great  variety  of  cafcades  and 
'  catarad:s.'*  And  Swinburne,  in  his  account  of 
the  Pyrenees  fays  '  trouts  are  often  feen  fwimming 

*  down  the  dream  ;  but  if  diflurbed,  retire  into  the 
bowels  of  the  mountain.' f  In  fome  of  the  bays  of 
Winipifeogec  lake  and  river,  very  large  trouts  are 
taken  with  the  hook.  Thofe  from  fix  to  ten  pound, 
are  common,  and  fome  have  been  caught  of  twen- 
ty lb.  weight. 

SMELT,  Salmo  eperlanus, 

PICKEREL,  or  PIKE,  EfoX  luClUS* 

*  Pliilos.  transact.  Vol.  67,  anno.  1786,  page  369. 
t  Travels  tluough  Spain,  Vol.  3.  page  311. 
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Atherine, 

llcrring, 

Shad, 


Ath erina  ATtnidia . 
Clu/iea  haren^us. 
Cliifwa  alosa. 


The  SHAD  afcend  at  the  fame  time  with  the  fal- 
mon,  and  are  taken  frequently  in  the  fame  nets. 
The  falmon  lifhery  is  fo  regulated  by  law,  that 
three  days  only,  in  the  week,  are  allowed  to  catch 
them. 


Hard  Head, 

Alewite, 

Bret, 

Sucker, 

Menow, 


Cln/tea  dura  Ixvi  inystax. 

Ciupea  serrata. 

Clu}iea  minima. 

Cijfirinus  Catostoiniifi  Forater. 

C'lirinus. 


There  are  many  other  frefli  and  fait  water  fifties, 
not  fufficiently  known  to  be  arranged, 
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Horned  Jieetlc, 
Carolina  Beetle, 
Dunghill  Beetle, 
Apple  Beetle, 
Golden  Beetle, 


Stag  Beetle, 
Fluted  Beetle, 


Water  Flea, 
Fetid  Beetle, 
I^ady  Fly, 


Weevil, 
Snouted  Weevil, 

Goat  Chaffer, 

Firefly, 

Skipper, 

Glow-worm, 

Cantharides, 


Scarabcsus  simson. 

Hcaradoeus  caroliitus. 

ticaraboeufi  stcrcorariua. 

^caraba'tLs  horlicola  ? 

Scuraboeus  lanigcrus. 

Several  new    species,  and  ot-liers 

that  have  not  been  arranged. 
JLucanus  cervus. 
Lucanus  iyilcrrujitua. 
JDermeates  lardarius. 
Dermestes  tyfiografihus. 
Gyrlnus  77a  ta  lor. 
Silp/ia  vesfiillo. 
CoccincUa  2 — fiustalata. 
Several  species. 
Cfiryiomda — many  species. 
Bruchusjmi. 
Curcidio  guercua. 
Many  species. 
Cerambyx  coriarius. 
Many  species. 
Lampyris  Itictda. 
Several  species. 
Elater  oculatus. 
Many  species. 
Cicindela  Carolina. 
Qne  or  two  other  species. 
jBufirestris  mariana. 
Two  or  three  other  species. 
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Water  Beetle, 

Black  Beetle, 
Blossom  Eater, 


] 


] 


Cockroach, 

Grasshopper,' 
Cricket, 
Locust, 
Mole  Cricket, 
Froghopper, 
Balm  Cricket, 
Large  and  small' 
Water  tly, 
Boat  Fly, 
Bug, 

Louse,  on  cabbages, 
Lo',se,  on  leaves  of  trees  and? 
piarits,  5 

Bug  on  plants  and  trees, 

Butterfly, 

Night  Flutterer,> 

Owl  Moth,  5 

Moth,  or  Miller, 

Apple  Moth,  or  Canker  Worm, 

Dragon  Fly, } 

Adder  Fly,  3 


Oak  Apple  Fly, 
Saw  Fly, 
Wasp, 
Hornet, 
Bumble  Bee, ' 
Wild  Bee, 
Aunt, 

Black  Fly,   > 
Brown  Hy,  > 
Horse  Fly, 
Mosquito, 
Stinging  Fly, 
Snow  Flea, 
Father  Long  Legs, 
Spider, 


Dytiscus  fiicens. 
Dijtiscus  vmrgbialis, 
Dytiscus  striatus. 
Several  other  species. 
Carabus  amencanui. 
Numerous  species. 
Moleo  nigra. 
Stajihylinus  maxillosus. 
Forficula. — Two  species. 
£laita  americaria,  (iion  indigenus.) 

Grillus. — Numerous  species. 

Grillus  gryllotal^ia. 
OVac/a.— Many  species. 

JVb;(3?2ec?a.— Several  species. 

Cinex. — Numerous  species. 
Aphis  brassicx, 

Aphis.' — Numerous  species. 

Chermes. — Many  species. 

}  Numerous  species, 
and  several  non-de- 
scripts. 
Sfihinx. 

Many  new  species. 
Phaicena. — Numerous  species. 
Phalana  luauaria  I 
Libellula. — Several  species. 

Hemerobius  pectinicornis. 
Several  species. 
Cyriips. — Several  species. 

Tenthredo  be  tula:. 

Vespa. — Many  species. 

Apis. — Several  species. 

Formica.' — Several  species. 

il/wsca .— Nymerous  species. 

Tabanus. — Several  species. 

Culex  pipiens. 

Conops  calcitrans. 

Podura  nivalis. 

Phalangiwn. — Several  species, 

.'franec— Many  Speciesi. 
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Crab, 

Lobster, 

Shrimp,                 ^ 

Cancer. — Many  Species. 

Herinit  Crab, 
Slender  Crab, 

King  Crab,  or  Horse  Shoe, 

Monoculus  fiohjfihemus. 

Monoculus  fiiscinus. 

Monoculus  Index. 

Monoculus  qtiadricornus. 

VERMES. 

Sea  Clam, 

Hohthuria  fihantafihtia. 

Squid, 

Sefiia  media. 
Sefiia  coiigo. 

Sea  lungs, 

Medusa  fiilearis. 

Star  Fish,  or  Fingci 

l 

Asterias  Caftui  Medusa. — Three  ? 
or  four  species.               5 

Fish, 

Sea  Egg, 

Echinus. — Several  species. 

Barnacle, 

Lefias  anatij'era. 

Hog  Clam, 

I\Iya  areiiana. 

Razor  Shell  Clam, 

Solen  ensis. 

Long  Shell  Clam, 

Solen  radiatia. 

Oyster, 

Oslrea 

Muscle, 

My  til  us  edulis. 

Cockle, 

JVerifa  littoralis  ? 

Limpets, 

Pateda  fusca. 

Sand  Shell  Clam, 

Sabella  granulata. 

Sea  Anemone, 

Anemone  marina  locomotiva. 

There  is  a  tradition,  grounded  on  a  palTage  in 
JofTelyn's  voyage  to  New-England,  and  repeated  by 
Gordon,  in  his  geographical  grammar,  of  z.fcarlet 
mufcle.^  found  in  the  river  Pafcataqua,  in  which  is  a 
vein,  yielding  a  fcarlet  liquor,  which  affords  an  in- 
delible flain  to  linen.  Having  made  inquiry,  I 
have  not  heard  of  this  mufcle,  nor  the  place  (Bak- 
er's cove)  where  it  is  faid  to  have  been  found.  Mr* 
Peck,  who  is  curious  in  his  inquiries  into  the  nat- 
ural hiftory  of  the  country,  has  afTured  me,  that  the 
^  fa?iies  of  many  teftaceous  marine  animals  will  give 
'  the   fame   tint.     There   is   a  fpecies   of  the  buc- 

*  cinum,  or  white  cockle,  which  is  very  commonly 

*  found  on  the  fliore,  and  hot  confined  to  any  par- 

*  ticular  place,  which  being   broken,  and  the  fanies 
'  taken  up  with  a  hair  pencil,  will  mark  linen  with 
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*  a  fine  and  durable  crimfon.    The  colour  is  obferv- 
'  ed  to  vary  from  its  original  yellow,  to  green,  blue, 

*  purple,  and  crimfon,  which  is  its  ultimate  change.' 

Vaft  beds  of  mufcles  appear  in  the  river  at  low 
water,  which  are  never  ufed  ;  but  might  be  taken 
out,  and  laid  as  manure  on  the  adjacent  lands. 

Of  the  immenfe  variety  of  infe(5ls,  with  which 
both  the  land  and  fea  abound,  it  is  impoflible  to 
give  a  particular  dcfcription.  There  is  an  ample 
range  for  the  curious  naturalifl,  both  on  the  fea 
Ihore,  in  the  open  land,  and  in  the  thick  woods  ;  but 
if  he  engages  earneftly  in  the  purfuit,  it  may  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  defend  himfelf,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Indians,  by  fmearing  the  expofed  parts  of  his  body 
with  the  oyl  of  the  beaver. 

The  common  Black  Fly  is  not  a  native  of  the 
country,  but  was  brought  in  lliips  from  the  Weft- 
Indies.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Cochroch, 
which  has  not  yet  quitted  the  maritime  towns.  The 
Bumble  Bee  is  undoubtedly  a  native  ;  but  it  has 
been  doubted  whether  the  Honey  Bee  is,  or  is  not. 
That  feveral  fpecies  of  the  honey  bee  were  known 
in  Mexico,  before  the  Spanifli  invalion,  appears  from 
the  tribute-rolls,  and  other  hiftorical  paintings  of 
that  empire  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  bees  were  firft: 
brought  into  thefe  northern  parts,  _  from  Europe. 
Joirefyn  is  the  only  writer  who  mentions  them,  and 
this  was  his  opinion,  with  which  tradition  concurs. 
They  have  multiplied  exceedingly,  and  are  frequent- 
ly found  in  a  wild  ftate,  enclofed  in  the  trunks  of 
hollow  trees,  in  all  parts  of  Nevv-Hampfliire  as  far 
northward  as  the  State  is  inhabited,  which  is  44° 
40'  of  north  latitude.  They  chiefly  delight  in  the 
neighborhood  of  cultivation,  as  they  derive  their 
principal  food  from  the  labors  of  man. 

The  Caterpillars  lay   their  eggs  on  the  branches 
of  apple  trees,  and,  being  hatched  by  the  warmth  of 
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the  fpring,  they  form  clufters,  and  inclofe  them- 
felves  in  a  web,  whence  they  iflue  forth  in  queft  of 
food,  and  deflroy  the  leaves  of  this  and  other  trees  ; 
but  the  mofl  formidable  enemy  to  the  apple  tree,  is 
the  canker  worm.  It  comes  ont  of  the  ground  early 
in  the  fpring,  and  afcends  the  tree  in  the  Ihape  of  a 
white  winged  infect,  where  itdepofits  its  eggs,  which, 
being  hatched  by  the  genial  warmth  of  the  feafon, 
are  converted  into  millions  of  black  worms,  about 
an  inch  in  length.  Thefe  ftrip  the  tree  of  its  ver- 
dure, and,  by  the  middle  of  June,  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  autumn.  While  engaged  in  this  mif- 
chief,  if  the  tree  be  ilruck  or  Ihaken,  each  worm 
defcends  to  the  ground  by  a  thread,  fpun  inftantly 
from  its  bowels,  and  afcends,  by  the  fame  rout, 
when  the  danger  is  over.  By  the  21ft  of  June,  they 
difappear  ;  the  tree  puts  forth  new  leaves,  but  bears 
no  fruit.  The  beft  way  of  guarding  againft  them, 
is  by  putting  a  circle  of  warm  tar  round  the  trunk 
of  the  tree,  and  renewing  it  every  day,  during  the 
time  of  their  afcent ;  this  arrefts  and  confines  them, 
till  they  perifh.  They  were  not  known  in  New- 
Hampfhire  till  about  twenty  years  paft,  and  there 
are  fome  parts  which  they  have  not  yet  reached. 
They  do  not  appear  every  year,  but  there  is  no  reg- 
ular interval  between  their  appearances,  nor  is  the 
caufe  of  the  interruption  known. 

Befide  thefe,  there  is  another  fpecies,  which  comes 
but  once  in  many  years,  and  deftroys  the  corn  and 
grafs,  as  well  as  leaves  of  trees.  Their  laft  appear- 
ance was  in  1770.  It  was  obferved  that  they  did  not 
touch  the  leaves  of  elder.  From  obfervations  of  this 
kind,  a  hint  was  taken  to  make  ufe  of  elder,  and  es- 
pecially the  dwarf  elder,  as  a  means  of  preferving 
the  feeding  leaves  of  young  efculent  vegetables,  and 
even  the  branches  of  trees,  from  being  deftroyed  by 
infedls. 

S 
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CHAP.  XL 

Cavcn:s,   Stonesy  Fosdlsj  and  Minerals. 

JLHIS  chapter  muft  be  extremely  imper- 
fe(5t,  as  many  parts  of  the  country  are  yet  unex- 
plored ;  and  of  thofe  which  are  known,  the  knowl- 
edge is  moftly  confined  to  the  furface  and  its  vege- 
tation. Such  things  however  as  have  occurred,  fhall 
be  noticed. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  precipi- 
ces, fome  openings  appear,  which  are  generally  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and  rattle  fnakes  ; 
and  are  rather  objects  of  dread  than  of  curiofity. 
A  particular  defcription  of  one  of  thefe  caverns  in 
the  townfliip  of  Cheller,  by  Peter  French,  an  inge- 
nious young  gentleman,  deceafed,  fliall  be  given  in 
his  own  words. 

*  At  about  five  miles  diftance  from  Chefter  meet- 
'  ing  houfe,  and  very  near  the  road  leading  to  Con- 
'  cord,  is  an  eminence  called  rattle  fnake  hill.  Its 
'  bafe  is  n^^arly   circular,   and   about  half  a  mile  iii 

*  diameter.     It  is  very   ragged,    efpecially    on    the 
'  fouthern   fide  ;  where  it  is  almofl  perpendicular  ; 

*  and  its  fuinmit  frowns  tremendous,  about  400  feet 
'  high.     In  this  fide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yards,  is 

*  an  aperture  in  the  rocks,   of  about  five  feet  high, 

*  and  twenty  inches  broad  ;  which  is  the   entrance 
'  to  what  is  called  the  DeviPs  den  ;  concerning  which, 

*  many  frightful  ftories  are  told,  to  increafe  the  ter- 

*  rors  of  the  evening,  among  the  children   of  the 

*  neighbouring  villages  ;  and  indeed  I  have  obferv- 
'  ed  the  eyes   of  men  afTume  a  peculiar  brightnefs, 

*  while  recounting   the   imaginary  dangers  which 

*  they  had  there  fortunately  ejcaped. 
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*  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long  ;  il  then 
contracts  its  height  to  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  dif- 
plays  its  breadth  horizontally  on  the  right,  fifteen 
feet  ;  where  it  is  irregularly  loft  among  the  con- 
tiguous rocks.  This  form  of  the  cavity  continues 
about  ten  feet  ;  when  it  fuddenly  becomes  abovit 
eight  feet  high,  and  three  wide  ;  the  fides  nearly 
perpendicular,  continuing  thus  about  nine  feet.  In 
the  midway  of  which,  on  the  fame  plane,  and  near- 
ly at  right  angles  on  the  left,  is  an  aperture  of  five 
feet  high  and  four  vfide,  which  continues  ten  or 
twelve  feet,  where  it  is  loft  irregularly  among  the 
rocks.  Oppofite  to  this,  on  the  right,  lies  a  fpa- 
cious  chamber,  parallel  to  the  faid  plane  ;  elevated 
about  four  feet,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  fqua.re,  and 
about  three  feet  high  ;  floored  and  ceiled  by  a  reg- 
ular rock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  de- 
pendent many  excrefcences^  nearly  in  the  form  of  a 
pear,  fome  of  which  are  more  than  an  inch  long  ; 
but  there  is  a  much  greater  number  of  every  pof- 
fible  inferior  fize  ;  thefe  are  eafily  feparable  from 
the  rock,  and  feveral  of  them  are  depofited  in  the 
mufeum  at  Cambridge,  where  they  are  fh.ewn  for 
petrified  water.  Their  colour  and  confiftence  are 
thofe  of  a  common  ftone ;  but  when  approached 
in  the  cave  with  a  flambeau,  they  throw  about  a 
fparkling  luftre  of  almoft  every  hue.  This  appear- 
ance is  caufed  by  a  large  drop  of  water,  which 
hangs  about  the  end  of  each  ;  and  when  the  echo 
of  its  fall  has  reverberated  round  the  vault,  anoth- 
begins  to  kindle  in  fucceflion. 

'  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine  feet  ^  is 
a  perpendicular  defcent  of  about  four  feet ;  where 
the  pafTage,  becoming  not  more  than  eighteen  in- 
ches wide,  but  at  leafl  fifteen  feet  high,  and  ftill 
nearly  perpendicular,  bends  gently  to  the  right,  in 
an  argh  of  a  very  large  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet; 
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*  where  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the  height  falls  into 
'  breadth,  and  all  in  feven  or  eight  feet  more  is  loft 

*  among  the  rocks,  in  inconiiderable  chinks. 

*  The  general  direction  of  this  cave  is  nearly  north, 

*  and  upon  an  afcent  of  about  three  degrees.  The 
'  cavity  is  terminated  by  rocks,  on  all  fides  ;  fave 

*  that  the  above  mentioned  thirty  feet  has  a  gravelly 

*  bottom,   at   the  farther  end  of  vrhich  rifes  a  fmall 

*  rivulet,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur.  This 
'  rivulet  increafes  imperceptibly  in  its  defcent,  along 

*  the  thirty  feet ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly  into  a  tranf- 

*  verfe  chink,  about  three  inches  wide,  which  receives 
'  it  perpendicularly  about  ten  feet  ;  when  the  little 

*  fubterraneous  cafcade  is  intercepted  by  fome  thin 

*  lip  of  a  rock,  and  thrown  about  in  quite  a  merry 
^  ilrain,  for  fuch  a  folitary  manfion. 

^  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  pafTage,  are 
^  cafed  with  a  fliell  of  a  reddifh  colour,  about  half 

*  an  inch  thick  ;  which  is  ealily  feparable  from  the 
'  rock,  in  flakes  as  large  as  a  man's  hand.  Thefe 
'  flakes  emit  a  ftrong  fcent  of  fulphur,  when  thrown 
*:  into  the  fire  ;    and  this  circumftance  has  given  rife 

*  to  a  conjecture,  thj^t  fubterraneous  fires  have  for- 

*  merly  raged  here  ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may 
'  be  in  this  opinion,  the  cave  is  now  exceedingly 
^  cold,  and  a  more  gloomy  fituation  is  fcarcely  im- 

*  aginable.' 

In  the  town  of  Durham  there  is  a  rock,  which  is 
comnuted  to  weigh  fixty  or  feventy  tons.  It  lies  fo 
exa(5lly  poifed  on  another  rock,  as  to  be  eafily  mov- 
ed by  one  finger.  It  is  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  itg 
fituatioa  appears  to  be  natural.  Many  other  Angu- 
lar appearances  among  the  rocks  and  mountains  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the  curious,  and  ferve  as  ob- 
jects of  amazement  to  the  vulgar. 

Of  the  diflcrent  kinds  of  Earths  and  Clays,  which 
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are  found  in  New-Hampfliire,  it  would  be  endlefs 
to  give  an  account.  The  towns  of  Exeter,  New- 
market, Durham  and  Dover,  abound  in  clays.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Connedlicut 
river.  In  many  of  the  new  townfliips,  clay  does  not 
appear  till  after  the  earth  has  been  opened  and  cul- 
tivated. Maries,  though  found  in  great  plenty  in 
fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed.  Immenfe  treafures 
of  this  precious  manure  will  be  referved  for  future 
generations. 

Red  and  yellow  ochres  are  found  in  Sommerf^ 
worth,  Cheflerfield,  Rindge  and  JafFrey.  It  is  ob- 
lervable  that  in  feveral  places,  a  ilratum  of  yellow 
is  found  under  one  of  red  ochre,  without  any  inter- 
vening fub  (lance.  Thefe  have  been  purified  and 
ufed  v^ath  fuccefs  in  painting. 

At  Orford  on  Conne  client  river,  is  found  the  Soap- 
Rock,  (Steatites  j.  It  has  the  property  of  fuller*s 
earth,  in  cleanfing  cloths.  It  is  of  a  confidence  be- 
tween earth  and  floiie.  It  may  be  fawn  or  cut  with 
carpenter's  tools,  into  any  form  whatever.  To  de- 
termine its  capacity  of  enduring  heat,  I  carefully 
meafured  and  weighed  a  piece  of  it ;  and  having 
kept  it  for  one  hour,  in  a  glowing  fire  of  coals,  and 
cooled  it  gradually,  I  found  its  fize  was  not  in  the 
leafh  diminiflied.  It  loft  a  fixty-fifth  part  of  its 
weight.  It  was  evidently  cracked,  and  was  eafily 
broken,  by  the  hand.  It  was  equally  foft  as  before, 
and  as  capable  of  being  cut  or  fcraped.  Its  colour 
was  changed  from  a  light  grey,  to  a  micaceous  yel- 
low. The  piece  on  which  this  experiment  was  made, 
weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  is  found  that  trans- 
parent fubflance,  which  is  commonly  called  Ifing- 
.Glafs,  [Lapis  fpecularis.^  It  is  a  fpecies  of  Talc  ; 
and  is  found  adhering  to  rocks  of  white  or  yellow 
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qiiart^^  and  lying  in  lamhi^e^  like  fheets  of  paper.  The 
mofl  of  it  is  white,  fome  is  yellow,  and  fome  has  a 
purple  hue.  The  largeft  leaves  of  this  curious  fub- 
ftance  are  found  in  a  mountain,  in  the  townfhip  of 
Grafton,  about  twenty  miles  eaftward  of  Dartmouth 
college.  It  was  firft  difcovered  in  the  following- 
manner.  A  hunter  took  fhelter  for  the  night  in  a 
cavern  of  the  mountain  ;  and  in  the  morning  found 
himfelf  furrounded  with  this  tranfparent  fubllance  ; 
a  large  leaf  of  which  he  faflened  to  the  branch  of  a 
tree,  near  the  cave,  as  a  mark  by  which  he  might  again 
find  the  place.  This  happened  during  the  late  war, 
when  window-glafs  could  not  be  imported.  The 
fcarcity  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the  talc 
into  repute.  Many  perfons  employed  their  time  in 
blowing  the  rocks,  feparating  the  laminae,  cutting 
them  into  fquares,  and  vending  them  about  the 
country.  This  fubftance  is  particularly  valuable 
for  the  windows  of  fhips,  as  it  is  not  brittle  but  elaf- 
tic,  and  will  ftand  the  explolion  of  cannon.  It  is  al- 
fo  ufed  to  cover  miniature  paintings,  and  to  prefer ve 
minute  objedls  for  the  microfcope.  The  difadvan- 
tage  of  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  contracts  duft,  and 
is  not  eaiily  cleaned  ;  but  for  lanterns,  it  is  prefera- 
ble to  glals. 

Cryflal  and  Chryftalline  Spars  have  been  found  at 
Northwood,  Rindge  and  Conway.  They  are  of  va- 
rious iizes,  generally  hexagonal,  and  terminating  in 
a  point.  The  largeft  which  has  fallen  under  my 
knowledge,  was  found  at  Conway.  It  was  fix  inches 
in  length,  eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed  thir- 
ty two  ounces  ;  but  it  was  not  throughout  pellucid. 

AUum  ore  has  been  found  at  Barrington,  Or- 
ford  and  JafFrey.  Vitriol  at  JafFrey,  Brentwood  and 
Jlindge.  It  is  generally  combined  in  the  fame  ftone 
with  Sulphur.     Thofe  ftones  which  I  have  feen  are 
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ilielly,  and  the  vitriol  exudes  at  the  fifTures.  I  have 
one,  which  has  been  kept  perfedlly  dry,  for  above 
twelve  years  ;  and  it  produces  the  white  efHorefcence 
as  plentifully  as  ever.  It  was  taken  from  Lebanon, 
in  the  county  of  York  ;  where  there  is  an  immenfe 
quantity. 

Free-ilone  has  been  difcovered  at  Hanover  and 
Piermont.  At  Orford  are  many  Slate  Rocks,  and  a 
grey  flone,  which  may  be  wrought  to  great  perfec- 
tion, either  for  building  or  for  Mill-Stones.  It  is 
faid  to  be  nearly  equal  to  the  imported  burr  ftones ; 
and  is  in  great  demand. 

Iron  Ore  is  found  in  many  places  ;  mod  common- 
ly in  fvvamps.  It  generally  difcovers  itfelf  by  the 
colour  and  tafte  of  the  water,  which  runs  through 
it  ;  and  there  are  many  fprings  in  almofl  every  part 
of  the  country  which  are  impregnated  in  different 
degrees  with  it.  Black  Lead  {^plumbago)  is  found  iii 
large  quantities  about  the  grand  Monadnock,  in  the 
townfhip  of  Jaffrey.  In  the  fame  neighborhood, 
fome  fmall  fpecimens  of  Copper  and  Lead  have  been 
feen.  There  is  alfo  an  appearance  of  copper  in  fome 
rocks  2ci  Orford  ;  but  no  metal  except  iron  has  been 
wrought  to  any  advantage, 

Foffil  Shells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  riv- 
er, in  Newmarket,  at  the  depth  of  feventeert  feet  ; 
and  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  that  the  bed  of  the  river 
could  never  have  been  there.  The  fliells  were  of 
oyflers,  mufcles  and  clams,  intermixed.  Clam  fhells 
have  alfo  been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty 
feet,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dartmouth  college. 

Foflil  Trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the  interval^ 
lands,  adjoining  the  great  rivers. 

Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is  but 
little  cultivated.  Men  of  genius  and  fcience  hav^ 
not  leifure  to  purfue  obje(5ls  from  which  prefent  ad- 
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vantages  cannot  be  drawn.  The  difappointments 
which  have  attended  foine  expeniive  attempts  ;  the 
air  of  inyftcry  thrown  over  the  fubjecSl  by  ignorant 
pretenders  ;  and  the  facility  with  which  every  min- 
eral may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  difcour- 
aged  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens  which 
have  appeared,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  exifl- 
ence  of  mineral  and  fofhl  treafures,  in  the  fearch  of 
which,  future  generations  will  find  employment. 
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CHAP.     XIL 

Description  of  the  harbour  and  river  of  Pascataqua. 

f  HIS  is  the  only  feaport  in  New-Hamp- 
fliire  ;  its  latitude  is  43^^  5^N.  and  its  longitude  70* 
41'  W.  from  the  royal  obfervatory  at  Greenwich. 
It  is  known  to  feamen  by  the  following  marks, 
Agamenticus,  a  remarkable  mountain  in  the  coun- 
ty of  York,  lies  four  leagues  due  north.  Pigeon 
hill,  on  Cape  Anne,  bears  due  fouth,  diflant  ten 
leagues  ;  and  the  higheil  of  the  Illes  of  ilioals  bears 
S.  E.  by  S.  diflant  three  leagues  from  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies  Great- 
Ifland,  on  which  the  town  of  Newcaflle  is  built.  On 
the  N.  E.  point  of  this  ifland  a  light  houfe  was 
erecfled  in  1771,  at  the  expence  of  the  province  ;  but 
it  is  now  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  direc- 
tions  for   entering   the  harbour  are  thefe  :  '  Ships 

*  coming  from  the  Eaft,  fliould  keep  in  twelve  fath- 

*  om,  till  the  light  bears  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W. 
'  diftant  three   miles  ;    (to   avoid  a  ledge   of  rocks 

*  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbour;)  then 
'  bear  away  for  the  light,  keeping  the  weftern  fliore 
'  on  board,  and  coming  no  nearer  that  fhore  than 
'  the  depth  of  nine  fathoms  ;  giving  the  light  a  prop- 

*  er  birth,  and  (landing  over  to  the  northern  fhore 
'  of  the  river  ;  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fath- 

*  oms,  abreafl  of  Sparhawk's  point.     Ships  coming', 

*  from  the  fouthward,  fliould  obferve  the  fame  di- 

*  redlions,  refpedling    the   light,   and  keep   in  nine 

*  fathoms  on  the  weflern  fhore.* 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-Illand  and  Kitte- 
ry  fhore,  Is  the  main  entrance,  about  a  mile  wide^ 

T 
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nine  and  ten  fathoms  deep.  The  anchorage  is  good; 
the  fliore  is  lined  with  rocks  ;  the  harbour  is  land- 
locked on  all  fides,  and  perfecftiy  fafe.  The  tides 
rife  from  ten  to  fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  Great-Ifland,  is  called  Little 
Harbour  ;  the  water  here  is  fhoal,  and  the  bottom 
fandy. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between 
which  and  the  fhores  are  channels  for  fmall  veffels 
and  boats.  Between  the  upper  end  of  Great-Ifland, 
and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  on  the  fouthern  fide 
of  the  river,  is  a  broad,  deep,  flill  water  called  the 
Pool ;  where  the  largefl  fliips  may  lie  very  conveni- 
ently and  fecurely.  This  was  the  ufual  flation  for 
the  maft-fliips,  of  which  feven  have  been  loading 
at  one  time.  In  this  place  the  Aftrxa  fhip  of  war  of 
twenty  guns,  was  burnt,  on  a  feverely  cold  morning, 
January  17,  1744.  She  had  been  captured  from 
the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Bello  ;  and  was  taking  in  a 
load  of  naval  ftores,  for  the  Britifh  fleet  at  Jamaica, 
when  this  accident  happened. 

The  main  channel  lies  between  Peirce's  ifland  and 
Seavey's;  on  each  of  which,batteries  of  cannon  were 
planted,  and  entrenchments  formed  in  1775.  Here 
the  ftream  is  contradled  to  a  very  narrow  paffage, 
and  the  tide  is  extremely  rapid  ;  but  the  w^ater  is 
deep,  with  a  bold  rocky  iliore  on  each  fide.  The  ra- 
pidity of  the  current  prevents  the  river  from  freez- 
ing in  the  feverefl  winters. 

The  tov/n  of  Portfmouth  lies  about  two  miles  from 
the  fca,  on  the  fouth  fhore  of  the  river.  The  num- 
ber of  dwelling  houfes  at  prefent  is  about  640,  and 
of  other  buildings  620.  The  public  buildings  are 
three  Congregational  churches,  one  Epifcopal,  one 
Univerfaliil,  a  State-houfe,  a  Market-houfe,  four 
School-houfes,  and  a  Work-houfe.  Tlie  towm  has 
convenient  wharves,  and  the  anchorage  before  it  i«- 
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good.  There  is  depth  of  water  fufficient  for  the  larg- 
ell  fliips  ;  and  there  are  fuch  natural  advantages,  for 
all  the  purpofes  of  building  and  docking  them,  and 
the  harbour  is  fo  capable  of  defence,  again  ft  any  fud- 
den  attack  by  fea,  that  it  might  be  made  a  very  fafe 
and  commodious  port  for  a  navy. 

Ships  of  war  have  been  built  here,  both  in  former 
and  latter  times,  viz.  the  Faulkland  of  54  guns,  in 
1690  ;  the  Bedford-galley,  of  32,  in  1696  ;  the  A- 
merica,  of  40,  in  1749 ;  the  Raleigh,  of  32,  in  1776  ; 
the  Ranger,  of  18,  in  1777  ;  and  a  fhip  of  74  guns, 
called  the  America,  Yvas  launched  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1782,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France,  by 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  lie 
the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  which  are  feven  in  number.  On 
Star-illand  the  town  of  Gofport  is  built,  which  be- 
longs to  New-Hampfliire.  The  dividing  line  runs 
between  that  and  the  next  ifland  to  the  northward, 
which  belongs  to  Mallachufetts.  Here  is  a  good 
road,  with  moorings  ;  and  an  artificial  dock  has  been 
conflrucfled  with  great  labour  and  expenfe,  by  Mr. 
Haley,  for  fidiing  vefTels.  Ships  fometimes  take 
Ihelter  here  in  bad  weather,  but  it  is  not  then  fafe 
for  thofe  of  large  bulk.  Thefe  iflands,  being  of 
folid  rock,  v^rith  but  little  earth,  are  incapable  of  any 
improvement  by  tillage,  though  they  afford  fome 
pafturage  and  gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  for- 
merly carried  on  the  cod  fifhery  to  great  advantage  ; 
but  it  ha,s  been  for  fome  years  declining.  Saltworks 
have  been  erecfted  on  one  of  the  illands,  which  have 
yielded  fait  of  a  fuperior  quality,  excellently  adapt- 
ed to  the  curing  of  fifli. 

The  Pafcataqua  is  the  only  large  river  whofe 
whole  courfe  is  in  New-Hampiliire.  Its  head  is  a 
pond  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of  Wakefield, 
and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the  fea,  is  S.  S.  E, 
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about  40  miles.  Ic  divides  New-Ham pfli ire  from 
York  county,  in  MafTacliufetts,  and  is  called  "Sal- 
mon-fall river,  from  its  head,  to  the  lower  falls  at 
Berwick  ;  where  it  alTumes  the  name  of  Newicha- 
wannock,  which  it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Coche- 
cho  river,  which  com.es  from  Dover,  when  both  run 
together  in  one  channel,  to  Hilton's  point,  where 
the  weftern  branch  meets  it.  From  this  jun(5lion  to 
the  fea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never  freezes  ; 
the  diftance  is  feven  miles,  and  the  courfe  generally 
from  S.  to  S.  E.  The  weftern  branch  is  formed  by 
Swamfcot  river  which  comes  from  Exeter,  Winni- 
cot  river  which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lam- 
prey river  which  divides  Newmarket  from  Dur- 
ham ;  thefe  empty  into  a  bay,  four  miles  wide,  call- 
ed the  Great  Bay.  The  water  in  its  further  pro- 
grefs  is  contratfted  into  a  leffer  bay,  and  then  it  re- 
ceives Oyfter  river,  which  runs  through  Durham, 
and  Back-river,  which  comes  from  Dover,  and  at 
length  meets  with  the  main  ftreain  at  Hilton's  point. 
The  tide  rifes  into  all  thefe  bays  and  branches,  as 
far  as  the  lower  falls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  moft 
rapid  current,  efpecially  at  the  feafon  of  the  frelh- 
ets,  when  the  ebb  continues  about  two  hours  longer 
than  the  flood ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  numerous 
eddies,  formed  by  the  indentings  of  the  fhore,  the 
ferries  would  then  be  impaflable. 

At  the  low^er  falls  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
river,  are  landing  places,  whence  lumber  and  other 
country  produce  is  tranfported,  and  vefTels  or  boats 
from  below  difcharge  their  lading  :  So  that  in  each 
river  there  is  a  convenient  trading  place,  not  mor© 
than  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Portsmouth, 
with  which  there  is  conftant  communication  by  ev- 
ery tide.  Thus  the  river,  from  its  form,  and  the 
fituation  of  its  branches,  is  extremely  favorable  to 
Xhe  purpofes  of  navigation  and  commerce. 
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At  Dover  is  an  high  neck  of  land  between  the 
main  branch  of  Pafcataqua  and  Back  river,  about 
two  miles  long,  and  half  a  mile  wide,  rifing  gently 
along  a  fine  road,  and  declining  on  each  fide  like  a 
fhip's  deck.  It  commands  an  extenfive  and  varie- 
gated profpe6l  of  the  rivers,  bays,  adjacent  fliores, 
and  dillant  mountains.  It  has  often  been  admired 
by  travellers  as  an  elegant  fituation  for  a  city,  and 
by  military  gentlemen  for  a  fortrefs.  The  firft  fet- 
tlers  pitched  here,  but  the  trade  has  long  fince  been 
removed  to  Cochecho-falls,  about  four  miles  farther 
up  ;  and  this  beautiful  fpot  is  almoft  deferted  pf  in- 
habitants. 
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CHAP.    XIIL 

Trade,  .Vavigation,  Fishery  and  Mannfuciurci:. 

JL  he  firfl  fpecies  of  traffic  which  was 
known  in  this  country  was  the  fur  trade,  with  the 
Indians  ;  the  next  objedl  was  fifli  ;  and  the  third 
was  lumber. 

Formerly  the  banks  of  the  river  Pafcataqua  were 
covered  Vv'ith  fine  timber,  which  was  cut  or  fplit  in- 
to any  form,  and  eafily  conveyed  on  board  lliips. 
The  firfl  fettlers  ere(5led  fiv/-mills,  on  the  branches 
of  the  river  ;  and  a  great  trade  in  lumber  was  driven 
for  many  years.  When  the  neighbouring  lands 
were  cleared  of  the  firil  growth,  it  v/as  fappofed  that 
the  lumber  trade  would  decline  ;  but  it  Vvas,  and  is 
ftill  kept  up  by  many  of  the  people,  and  is  drav/n 
from  the  diitance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles,  to  the 
heads  of  the  tide,  in  the  branches  of  the  river.  It  is 
then  conveyed  in  rafts,  or  on  board  large  gondolas, 
to  the  fhips,  in  different  pares  of  the  river,  or  to  the 
wharves  at  Portfm.outh. 

The  mafl  trade  was  formerly  confined  to  Eng- 
land ;  all  white  pine  trees  of  certain  dimenfions  be- 
ing deemed  the  King's  property.  The  contra6lors 
and  agents  made  large  fortunes  by  this  traffic  ;  but 
the  labourers  who  fpent  their  time  in  the  woods, 
and  were  f applied  with  proviiion  and  clothing  for 
themfelves  and  their  families,  anticipated  their  earn- 
ings, and  were  generally  kept  in  a  Hate  of  poverty 
and  dependance. 

Ship  building  has  always  been  a  confiderable 
branch  of  bufinefs.  European  traders  often  came 
hither  to  build  fhips,  which  they  could  do  much 
cheaper  than  at  home,  by  the  profit  made  on  the 
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goods,  which   they  brought  with  them.     Our  own 
merchants  alfo  built  Ihips  of  two  and  three  hundred 
tons  ;  which  were  employed  in  voyages,  to  the  Brit- 
ifh  fugar  iflands,  with  a  lading  of  lumber,  filh,  oil 
and  live  flock.     The  cargo   was  fold,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  illand  Vv^as  fent  hither  in  fmaller  veifels, 
for  home  confumption  ;  whilft  the  fliips  took  a  lad- 
ing of  fugars  for  England,  where  they  were  fold  ; 
and  with  the  freight  a  remittance  (often  unprofita- 
ble) was  made  to  the  merchants  of  England,  for  goods 
imported  on  credit  the  preceding  year.     Other  vef- 
fels  laden  with  timber  and  fpars  proceeded  dire<5lly 
for  the  Britilh  ports,   and  were  fold  with  their  car- 
goes, for  the  fame  purpofe.     The  coafting  trade  at 
the  Southward,  was  an  exchange  of  Weft-India  com- 
modities for  corn,  rice,  flour,  pork,  and  naval  ftorcs  ; 
a  part  of  which  being  re-exported  to  Newfoundland 
and  Nova-Scotia,  produced  bills  on  England  for  re- 
mittance.    This  was  the  common  routine  of  trade, 
before   the  late  revolution  ;  by  which  the  profit  of 
our  labor  centered  with  the  merchants  of  England, 
The  foreign  trade,  as  diftinguifhed  from  national, 
was  very  inconfiderable.     Two  or  three  veffels  in  a 
year  would  go  to   the  free  ports   of  the  French  and 
Dutch  Weft-Indies  with  cargoes  of  lumber,  fifh  oil 
and  provifions,  and  bring  home  molaires  to  be  diftil- 
led  into  rum,  in  the  07ily  diilil-hovife  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.     One  vefTel  in  a  year  would  go  to  the  Azores 
or  the  Canaries  with  pipe  ftaves,  filli,  and  other  pro- 
vifions, and  return  with  a  cargo  of  wine,  the  balance 
of  which  was  paid  in  caili  or  bills,  and  fometimes  a 
fliip  which  had  been  to  England,  would  get  a  freight 
to  Lifbon  or  Cadiz,  and   return  with  fait  and  fruit. 
This  was  the  fum  total  of  our  foreign  commerce.* 

*  Port  of  Pascataqua. 
Foreign  entries  in  the                              Foreign  cleara?icc3  in  ihr 
/-.lloxvivg  years.                                               follovjing  years. 
1754 112  '     1764-^ 150 
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Since  the  revolution,  the  trade  to  the  Britilli  Weft 
Indies  has  ceafed  ;  but  the  French  and  Dutch  ports 
in  that  quarter,  are  frequented  by  our  lumber  vef- 
fels  ;  though  the  reflri(ftions  laid  upon  certain  arti- 
cles of  their  produce,  render  the  voyages  thither  lefs 
profitable. 

For  feveral  years  fucceeding  the  late  v/ar,  the  par- 
tial impofls  and  impolitic  reftridlions  of  our  own 
government,  prevented  foreign  veiTels  froin  loading 
in  our  port,  and  a  want  of  capital  or  of  enterprife  in 
the  merchants  of  Pafcataqaa,  has  hitherto  kept  them 
from  exploring  the  new  iburces  of  commerce  which 
are  opened  to  America  by  her  independence,  and 
which  the  merchants  of  other  American  ports  are 
feeking  with  avidity.  Since  the  operation  of  our 
general  government,  an  equal  fyilem  of  impoft  has 
been  introduced ;  and  trade  is  regulated,  fo  as  to  ferve 
the  general  intereil  of  the  union.  The  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  trade 
and  navigation,  is  applied  to  national  purpofes. 

That  fuch  an  alteration  was  wife  and  falutary, 
may  be  evident  from  coniidering  the  fituation  of 
New-Hampihire,  as  well  as  of  fome  other  States  in 
the  union. 

New-Hanip(liire  is  feated  in  the  bofom  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  with  a  narrow  (trip  of  fea  coail,   and  one 

1765  ■—'■115  1765 199 

1765 113  1766 136 

1767 112  1767 170 

1768 12  t  1768 — —183 

1769 H:8  1769 151 

1770 114  1770 142 

1771 loi  1771 135 

1772 108  1772 136 

1773 92  -    \7^? 83 

9  months.]) 

N.  li.  Byjlrr/'q-n  Entric?  and   clearances,  ave  mcml   all,   except  Ui« 

coasting  and  fishini^-  vessels. 

FroiJi  i'Ueazer  Russell,  Esq.  Naval-Officer. 
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only  port.     Her   inland  country  extends  fo  widely 
as  to  cover  a  great  part  of  the  neighbouring  States, 
and  render  a  commercial  connexion  with  them  ab- 
folutely  neceffary.     All  the  towns  wdiich  are  iitu- 
ate  on  the  fouthern,  and  many  of  thofe  on  the  weil- 
crn  borders  of  New-Hampfliire,  find  it  more  conve- 
nient to   carry  their   produce  to  market,   either  at 
Newbury-port,  Salem,  Bofton  or  Hartford.     The 
towns  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of  Connedli- 
cut  river  will   neceffarily   communicate   with    the 
ports,  in  the  eaftern  divilion  of  Maffachufetts.    The 
lumber  which  is  cut  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Merri- 
mack, is  rafted   down   that  river,  and  is  exported 
from  Newbury-port ;  whilfl  that  which  is  cut   on 
Conne(§i:icut  river  is  carried  down  to  Hartford.  The 
greater  part  of  New-Hamplhire  is  by  nature  cut  ofF 
from  any  commercial  intercourfe  vnth  the  only  port 
in  the  State.     Lumber,  being  a  bulky  article,  muft 
be  tranfported  to  the  moft  convenient  landing.  Wag- 
gons or  fleys  carrying  pot  and  pearl  aflies,  pork,  beef, 
butter,  cheefe^  flax  and  other  lefs  bulky  commodi- 
ties, and  droves  of  cattle,  fheep  and  fwine,  will  al- 
ways be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where  the  vender 
can  find  the  moft  advantageous  market. 

For  thefe  reafons  it  never  was  in  the  power  of  the 
government  of  New-Hampfhire,  either  before  or 
iince  the  revolution,  to  reap  the  proper  advantage, 
or  even  afcertain  the  value  of  its  own  produdlions. 
When  the  late  Governor  Wentworth  was  called  up- 
on by  the  Britifli  Miniflry  for  an  account  of  the 

*  Trade,  nctt  produce  and  ftaple  commodities,'  of  the 
then  Province,  he  was  obliged  to  make  an  exception 
of  the  articles  '  carried    out  by  land,  it  being  im- 

*  practicable  to  afcertain  their  value.'  The  fame  in- 
convenience was  experienced  during  the  continu- 
ance of  our  late  partial  impofts  ;  and  there  could 
be  no  proper  remedy  for  it,   but  the  union  of  the 

T 
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States  under  one  general  government,  with  refpedt 
to  trade  and  revenue. 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  number  and 
value  of  articles  of  commerce  produced  in  New- 
Hanipfhire,  and  exported  from  the  various  ports  of 
MalTachufetts  and  Connecfticut,  is  iriipracflicable. 
To  confine  the  detail  to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  alone, 
gives  but  an  imperfecfl  idea  of  the  produce  of  the 
whole  State  ;  belides,  a  part  of  what  is  exported 
thence  is  produced  in  the  adjoining  county  of  York, 
which  belongs  to  Maffachufetts.  Such  accounts, 
hovsT^ever,  as  have  been  obtained  from  the  cuiiom.- 
houfe,  and  from  the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are 
exhibited  at  the  gnd  of  this  chapter. 

The  ftaple  commodities  of  New-Hampfhire  may 
be  reduced  to  the  following  articles,  viz.  ihips,  lum- 
ber, provifions,  fifh,  Iiorfes,  pot  and  pearl  allies,  and 
ilax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to 
the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its  branches.  They  are 
generally  fet  up  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  but  fome- 
times  veiTels  of  an  hundreds  tons  and  upwards,  have 
been  built  at  the  diflance  of  one  or  tvs^o  m-iles  from 
the  water,  and  drawn  on  llrong  fledges  of  timber, 
on  the  fnow,  by  teams  of  tv/o  hundred  oxen,  and 
placed  on  the  ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  the 
fpring.  They  haj/e  alfo  been  built  at  the  diifance 
of  feven  or  eight  miles  ;  then  taken  to  pieces,  and 
conveyed  in  common  team  loads  to  the  fea.  Fiihing 
fchooners  and  whale-boats  are  often  built  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  water. 

There  are  no  v/orkmen  more  capable  of  con{lru6l- 
ing  good  fliips,  than  the  carpenters  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a  fliip  ever  did  and  will 
depend  on  the  quality  of  the  materials,  the  nature 
and  promptitude  of  the  pay,  and  the  conftant  atten- 
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don  of  the  pcrfon  wliofe  interefl  it  is  that  the  fliip 
flioald  be  good. 

The  number  of  fliips  built  in  the  river  in  1790, 
was  eight.  In  1791,  twenty.  The  price  of  build- 
ing is  generally  from  eleven  to  twelve  dollars  per 
ton  for  the  carpenters'  work,  and  lefs  than  one  third 
more  for  iron  and  other  work. 

The  number  of  llilps  and  other  vefTeis  belonging 
to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  in  1791,  is  as  follov/s  : 
Above  100  tons,         33 
Under  100  tons,         50 


83 

The  white  pine  of  the  foreft  is  the  ftrongeft  and 
moil  durable  timber  whicli  America  affords  for 
mads.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Europeans,  that  the 
pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe  of  America  in  ftrength. 
This  is  acknovvdedged  to  be  true  whillt  the  Norvv^ay 
wood  retains  its  natural  juices  ;  but  thefe  being  foon 
cxhauiled  by  the  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  air,  leave 
the  wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commences  much 
fooner  than  in  the  white  pine  of  America.  The 
Norway  pine  begins  to  decay  in  five  or  fix  years  ; 
but  the  American,  with  proper  care  to  defend  the 
maft  head  from  moiflure,  will  lafl  unimpaired  for 
twenty  years. 

The  Britifli  navy  for  eighty  years  before  the  late 
war,  received  its  mafls  wholly  from  America  ;  which 
is  a  proof  that  our  pines  are  preferable  to  thofe  of 
Norvv'^ay.  Several  of  the  French  fliips  of  war  which 
were  much  damaged,  in  the  naval  engagement  of 
1782,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  came  hither  for  new  mafts ; 
and  have  had  fuiKcient  opportunity  to  try  the 
ftrength  of  our  wood.  When  proper  perfons  are 
employed,  and  fufhcient  time  is  given  to  provide 
fuitable  materials,  the  foreft  of  America  can  fupply 
?iny'  demands  which  may  be  made  of  timber,  either 
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for  building,  for  naval  {lores  or  cabinet  work.  But 
a  cargo  prepared  in  an  injudicious,  Iiafty  or  fraudu- 
lent manner,  may  give  a  bad  name  to  the  American 
timber  in  foreign  markets  ;  and  prejudice  whole 
nations  againil  us. 

Contracts  for  timber  ihould  aUvays  be  made  fo  as 
to  give  time  to  look  for  the  requiiite  ilicks,  and  cut 
them  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year.  If  the  trees 
were  girdled  and  left  to  die  {landing,  the  .timber 
would  be  much  fuperior  to  any  vvliich  is  cut  whilil; 
alive.  Trees  cut  in  the  fap  fhouid  be  {tripped  of 
their  bark  as  foon  as  poilible  ;  or  they  Vv'ill  be  dam- 
aged by  the  v7orm.  But  after  all  the  care  and  at- 
tention which  can  be  bellowed  on  them,  many  trees 
which  are  intended  for  mafts  on  the  ftricl  examina- 
tion which  they  mull  pafs,  prove  unfit  for  fervice, 
and  fometimes  the  labour  of  a  whole  feafon  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to  [;ct 
the  fmaller  fpecies  of  lumber,  and  efpecially  thofe 
which  do  not  interfere  v/ith  huibandry  ;  which,  af- 
ter all,  is  much  preferable  to  the  lumber  buiinefs, 
both  in  point  of  ga-iUy  contentment  and  morals. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  fa6l  and  exper- 
iment. During  the  late  war,  the  trade  in  lumber 
was  fufpended,  and  the  people  vv^ere  obliged  to  attend 
to  liufbandry.  They  were  then  able  to  export  large 
quantities  of  corn,  though  for  feveral  years  before 
the  war,  it  vv^as  imported  for  neceffary  confumption. 
The  following  llatement  obtained  from  the  naval 
office,  vvdil  place  this  matter  in  its  juft  view. 

Corn  imported  into  the  Corn  exported  from  the 

liver  Pascatftoua.  rivet'  Pahcaiunisa. 

Bushels.  Bushelt. 

1765  6498  1776 2510 

1769  4097  1777  1915 

1770  16587  1778 5306 

1772  4096  1779  3097 
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1780  6711 


4)31278  1781  5587 

Average!  ~e)^5l26 

^  •*  Average  per  ann.  418  /j 


To  the  above  account  of  exports  the  following- 
note  is  added  by  the  naval  officer.  '  It  is  likely  near 
*  half  2.^  much  has  been  fmuggled  out  of  the  State 
and  not  accounted  for.'*  It  muft  alfo  be  remem- 
bered that  great  quantities  were  carried  out  by  land 
into  the  eafiern  countries  of  Maffachufetts.  If  thefe 
be  added  to  the  lift  of  exports,  the  average  will 
come  very  little  fliort  of  the  average  of  corn  import- 
ed before  the  war  \  and  thus  it  is  demonftrable  that 
even  thofe  towns  adjoining  the  river,  in  which  lum- 
bering was  formerly  the  chief  employment,  and  in- 
to which  much  corn  was  imported,  are  fully  capable 
of  railing,  not  only  a  fufficiency  of  proviiions  for 
their  ov;n  fupport,  but  a  furplus  for  exportation, 
equal  to  what  they  formerly  imported,  and  paid  for, 
in  the  hard,  dangerous  and  unprofitable  labour  which 
always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  high  price  of  lumber 
induced  many  people  to  refume  their  old  employ- 
ments ;  but  there  has  been  fo  much  llu6luation  in 
the  demand  for  that  article  of  late,  that  no  depend- 
ance  can  be  placed  on  it,  and  for  this  reafon  as  vfc^ell 
as  others,  hufbandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe. 
A  careful  infpecflion  of  provifions  falted  for  exporta- 
tion, would  tend  to  eftablifli  the  charadler  of  them 
in  foreign  ports,  and  greatly  encourage  the  laboiirs 
of  the  hufbandman. 

The  cod  fifhery  is  carried  on  either  by  boats  or 
fchooners.     The  boats,  in  the  winter  feafon,  go  out 


*  The  smugpfled  corn,  during  the  war,   went  chiefly    to   Nova-Scotia  ;  the  country, 
wliith  bj-  Lord  SheiEeld's  cakuJation,  was  to  supply  the  West-Indie*  with  provisions  I 
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in  the  morning  and  return  at  nlglit,  in  the  fpring 
and  fummer  they  do  not  return  till  they  are  filled. 
The  Schooners  make  three  trips  to  the  Banks  in  a 
feafon.  The  iirfl,  or  fpring  fare,  produces  large 
thick  filh,  which  after  being  properly  faked  and  dri- 
ed, is  kept  alternately  above  and  under  ground,  till 
it  becomes  fo  mellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifid. 
This  fiih,  when  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten  generally 
on  Saturdays,  at  the  beft  tables  in  New-England. 

The  fifli  of  the  fummer  and  fall  fares  is  divided 
into  two  forts,  the  one  called  merchantable,  and  the 
other  Jamaica  fiili.  Thefe  forts  are  v/liite,  thin,  and 
lefs  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifli  is  the  fmalieil,  thin- 
ned, and  moil  broken.  The  former  is  exported  to 
Europe,  the  latter  to  the  Weil-India  Illands. 

The  places  where  the  cod  fiiliery  is  chieiiy  attend- 
ed to  are  the  liles  of  Shoals,  Newcaille,  Rye  and 
Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  adjoining  the  river  are 
more  or  lefs  concerned  in  it.  The  boats  employed 
in  this  fiiliery  are  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called 
whale-boats.  They  are  rowed  either  with  two  or 
four  oars,  and  fleered  v/ith  another;  and  being  equal- 
ly iharp  at  each  end,  move  v/ith  the  utm.oll  celerity 
on  the  furface  of  the  ocean. 

Schooners  are  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons, 
and  carry  fix  or  {k^^vi  men,  and  one  or  two  boys. 
When  they  make  a  tolerable  fare,  they  bring  home 
five  or  fix  hundred  quintals  of  fifli,  fplit,  faked,  and 
flowed  in  bulk.  At  their  arrival,  the  fifh  is  rinfed 
in  fait  water,  and  fpread  on  hurdles,  compofed  of 
brufli,  and  raifed  on  flakes,  about  three  or  four  feet 
from  the  ground  ;  thefe  are  called  iiakes.  Here  the 
fifli  is  dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul  weather  it 
is  put  under  cover.  It  ought  never  to  be  v>'et,  from 
the  time  that  it  is  firft  fpread,  till  it  is  boiled  for  the 
table. 
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Befides  the  fleiliy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver  is  pre- 
ferved  in  cailvs,  and  boiled  down  to  oyl,  which  is 
ufed  by  curriers  of  leather.  The  tongues  and  founds 
are  pickled  in  fmall  kegs,  and  make  a  luxurious,  vif- 
cid  food.  The  hea.ds  are  fat  and  juicy  ;  but  moft 
of  thofe  which  are  caught  at  fea  are  thrown  away. 
Of  thofe  which  are  caught  near  home,  the  greater 
part  become  the  food  of  fwine. 

The  fifliery  has  not  of  late  years  been  profecuted 
with  the  fame  fpirit  as  form.erly.  Fifty  or  iixty 
years  ago,  the  fhores  of  the  rivers,  creeks  and  iflands 
v/ere  covered  v/ith  fifli  flakes  j  and  feven  or  eight 
Ihips  were  loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
befides  what  was  carried  to  the  Well-Indies.  After- 
ward they  found  it  more  convenient  to  make  the 
fifli  at  Canfeau  ;  which  was  nearer  to  the  banks.  It 
was  continued  there  to  great  advantage  till  1744, 
when  it  was  broken  up  by  the  French  war.  After 
the  peace  it  revived,  but  not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as 
before.  Fifli  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fummer 
on  the  eaftern  fliores  and  iflands,  and  in  fpring  and 
fall,  at  home.  Previoufly  to  the  late  revolution,  the 
greater  part  of  remittances  to  Europe  was  made  by 
the  fiflieries  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the' 
fhock  which  it  received  by  the  war  with  Britain. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the  Americans  to 
make  more  advantage  of  the  cod  fifhery  than  any  of 
the  European  nations.  We  can  fit  out  veffels  at  lefs  ex- 
penfe,  and  by  reafon  of  the  wefterly  winds,  which 
prevail  on  our  coalls,  in  February  and  March,  they 
can  go  to  the  banks  earlier  in  the  feafon,  than  the 
Europeans,  and  take  the  befl  fifh.  We  can  dry  it  in 
a  clearer  air,  than  the  foggy  fliores  of  Newfoundland 
and  Nova-Scotia.  We  can  fupply  every  neceffary 
from  among  ourfelves  ;  veffels,  fpars,  fails,  cordage, 
anchors,  lines,  hooks  and  provilions.  Salt  can  be 
imported  from  a.broad  cheaper  than  it  can  be  made 
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at  home  ;  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  duties^ 
Men  can  always  be  had  to  go  on  {liares,  which  is  by 
far  the  moll  profitable  method,  both  to  the  employ- 
ers and  the  fiihermen.  The  fidiing  banks  are  an 
inexhauftable  fonrce  of  wealth  ;  and  the  fiihing- 
bufinefs  is  a  mofl  excellent  nurfery  for  feamen.  It 
therefore  deferves  every  enconragenlent  and  indul- 
gence from  an  enlightened  national  legiilatnre. 

The  manufa(?Lure  of  pot  and  pearl  allies  affords  a 
valuable  article  of  exportation.  In  the  new  town- 
fhips,  where  vaft  quantities  of  wood  are  burnt  on 
the  land,  the  aihes  are  colleifled  and  boiled,  and  the 
falts  are  conveyed  to  certa.in  places,  where  works  are 
erected,  and  the  manufa6lure  is  perfecfled.  This, 
like  many  other  of  our  articles  of  exportation,  has 
fufFered  much  in  its  reputation,  from  an  injudicious, 
or  fraudulent  farvey.  It  is  a  lefTon  which  ought  to 
be  deeply  engraven  on  the  minds  of  Legiflators  as 
well  as  Manufadlurers  and  Merchants,  that  honefly 
at  home  is  the  only  foundation  for  credit  abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manuiadlure  fail 
cloth  ;  and  the  proprietor  of  the  works,  Thomas 
Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  received  fome  fmall  en- 
couragement from  the  Legiflature  of  the  State.  Such 
a  bounty  as  is  allowed  in  MafHichufetts  would  give 
a  fpring  to  this  bufinefs,  and  encourage  the  erection 
of  other  works  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  both  in  forges  and  fur- 
naces might  be  rendered  vaflly  more  profitable  than 
it  is  at  prefent.  This  necefTary  metal  inflead  of  be- 
ing imported  might  become  an  article  of  exporta- 
tion. 

Flaxfeed  is  produced  in  large  quantities.  Some  ot 
it  is  manufactured  into  oil  ;  and  fome  is  exported. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  and  fhoes  is  not  {o 
extenfive  as  to  produce  articles  of  exportation  ;  but 
may  be  coafidered  am.ong  the  domeflic  manufac- 
tures. 
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In  mofl  of  our  country  towns  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  tow-cloth  are  made,  fome  of  which  is  ex- 
ported to  the  fouthern  States,  to  clothe  the  Negroes, 
who  labour  on  the  plantations. 

The  manufadlure  of  bricks  and  potter's  ware  may 
be  extended  to  any  degree.  Several  fpecies  of  clay 
being  found  in  great  abundance,  in  the  towns,  at  the 
heads  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Pafcata- 
qua  ;  in  places  which  lie  very  convenient  for  water 
carriage.  Bricks  might  be  carried  as  ballafl  in  eve- 
ry velTel  which  goes  to  ports  where  they  are  faleable. 
In  this  article,  however,  as  well  as  many  others,  a 
regulation  is  needed  ;  mofl  of  the  bricks  which  are 
made  are  deficient  in  fize  ;  and  much  of  the  clay 
which  is  ufed  in  making  them  is  not  fufficiently 
mellowed  by  the  froft  of  winter,  or  by  the  labour  of 
the  artificer* 

u 
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TABLE  of  Exportation  from  the  port  of  Pascalaqu 
1789,  to  October,  1,  1791. 


a,  from   October    1; 


Articles  exfiortcd 

To  Europe. 

W.Lul.N'.Hco .Jlfrica.   Tot . 

1000      feetof  Pine  Ikuids 

6247 

11622 

96 

69 

18034 

Do.        feet  of  ouk  piank 

378 

26 

404 

Do.        staves  and  lieading 

1317 

1608 

44 

2969 

Do.        clapboards 

2 

19 

21 

T)o.        shingles 

• 

2689 

2689 

Do.         hoops 

7H 

7 

86  » 

Feet  of  oar  rafters 

47000 

950 

47950 

Tons  of  pine  timber 

88A 

86 

1741 
271 

Do.        oak  timber 

251 

20 

Frames  of  houses 

12 

12 

Pine  rnasls 

41 

4 

45 

Spruce  spars 

13 

72 

85 

Shook  hogsheads 

2079 

2079 

Waggons 

2 

2 

Pai!-s  of  can  wheels 

14 

14 

Sets  of  yokes  and  bows 

28 

28 

Boats 

30 

30 

Handspikes 

SO 

80 

Quintals  of  dry  Fish 

25f) 

26,207 

26,457 

Barrels  of  pickled  fish 

501 

501 

Do.       Whale  oil 

120 

120 

Do.        Tar 

1613 

60 

1673 

Casks  of  Flaxseed 

1798 

1798 

Barrels  of  beef 

2775 

2 

2777 

Do.              pork 

9 

1 

10 

Do.             rice 

2 

2 

]3ushels  of  Indian  cori> 

391 

2000 

2391 

Oxen  and  cows 

577 

33 

610 

Morses 

2071 

2 

209 

Sheep 

261 

225 

490 

Gallons  of  N,  E.  rum 

1 

150 

1449 

1599 

Bo.             Madeira  wine 

845 

845 

Tijousands  of  bi  icks 

129 

129 

Tens  of  pot  ash 

88^ 

88^ 

Do.             pearl  ash 

30^1 

SOi. 

Boxes  of  candles 

28 

2 

28 

'i'otal  value  of  exportation 
for  two  years 


296,839  dollars  51  cents. 
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TABLE  of  Importation  into  the  port  of  Pascataqua,  fiooi  October  1  - 
1789,  to  October  1,  1791. 


Articles  imjiorted  from 

Europe. 

W.Indiee.  J\'.  Scotia.      Total. 

(ialions  of  rum 

138,911 

138,9  11 

Ditto          Gin 

22| 

22A 

Ditto           Molasses 

270,785 

270,785 

Ditto           wine  ? 

from  Madeira   > 

472! 

Ditto           Porter 

457 

457 

lbs  of  unrefined  sugar 

546,648 

546,648 

Ditto     loaf  sugar 

77 

77 

Ditto    coffee 

68,633 

68,633 

Ditto     cotton 

17,564 

17,564 

Ditto     cocoa 

27,944 

27,944 

Ditto  cheese 

1056 

1056 

Ditto     tea 

2696 

86 

2782 

Ditto    twine 

2204 

2204 

Ditto    nails 

J  6890 

16,890 

Hundreds  of  cordage 

17,1,7 

17,1.7 

Ditto              hemp 

940— 

940- 

Bushels  of  salt 

{fiart", 

(/iart) 

98,336 

Ditto          sea  coal 

3131 

3131 

lbs  of  steel  unwrought 

16527 

16,527 

Ditto  bar  and  sheet  lead 

4336 

433f> 

Grindstones 

' 

(a  few  not 
jscertaincd) 

N.  B.  "  What  comes  coast  ways  from  any  of  tlje  United   States  can- 
not be  ascertained  ;  as  no  regular  entries  arc  made  -where  only  the  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States  is  on  board  ;  except  accompanied  with  more 
han  two  hundred  dollars  value  of  foreign  articles.     The  value  of  import- 
d  articles  is  generally  governed  by  the  Boston  market.'* 
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PRICES  CURRENT  at  Pascataqua,  A.  D.  1791. 


Pine  Masts 

Spruce  and  Pine  Yards 

Pine  Bowsprits  hewu 

hewn 

hewn  in  8  square. 

in  8  square. 

inches  Jiricc 

inches  firice. 

inches      firice 

56       f.     147 

'24     x;   34 

38       C     64 

35             117 

23          27 

37              56 

34               96 

M 

22           23 

36              48 

33               75 

^ 

21           20 

35              44 

32               60 

-< 

20           16 

34              42 

31               47 

^ 

19           12 

S3              32 

30               38 

18             9-10 

32               31 

29               30 

17            8 

31               27 

28               25 

16             6 

30               21 

27               20 

~    15             I-IO 

29               16 

26               17 

UX 
y 

14             1-  8 

28                 9 

25                14 

tJ 

13             1-  6 

37                 7 

24                12 

<A  < 

^2             1.  4 

26                  6 

23                10 

Ch 

11              1-  2 

25 

22                 9 

:£! 

10             1- 

and  ail  below 

21                  S 

9               -18 

at  3?  p.  inch. 

20                 6 

and  all  below  20  at  6s  per  inch. 

Timber. 

Quality,,  dimensions  and  price. 


Oak  from  15  to  50  feet  in  length 
and  from  10  to  20  inches  square, 
each  forty  cubic  feet 

f  white  20s  to  24s 

Oak  ^  rod  12s 

t,black  16s  to  18s 

Maple  20s 

Beech  16s 

Black  birch  16s  to  18s 

"White  pine  J  2s  to  13s 


Oak  ship  timber  measured 

at  the  end  of  the  arm. 
Ash  timber  per  cord 
Lath  wood  per  cord 

Boards,  Plank  and  Joist. 

Each  superficial  square  foot,  one  inch 

in  thickness  is  called  a  foot. 

Pine  per  1000  feet  36s  to  42s 

Hemlock  generally  2s  less. 

N.  B.  The  price  of  these  articles  is 

frequently  varying. 

Oak  plank  per  ton  jC  8 
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PRICES    CURRENT     Continued. 


Other  species  of  Lumber. 

Articles  and 

PRICE. 

Quality f  and  firice. 

x:,.  ,             fMerch. 
Fish  per    Jja„,aica 

IBs 
13  to  1 4s 

Clapboards  per  thovisand 

i8s 

^"•"^^»     Iscale 

10s 

Shingles  ditto 

IDs 

Pork  per  barrel 

£5  I2s 

Hoops  ditto 

>C4 

Beef  ditto 

iC2  2s 

White  oak  pipe  staves  per 

Corn  per  bushel 

3s 

thousand 

£  9 

Rye  ditto 

3s6 

Ditto  hogshead 

r.  4 

Barley  ditto 

4s 

Ditto  barrel  ditto 

a 

Flax  seed  ditto 

3s  to  4s 

Red  oak  hogshead  ditto 

C  2 

Oxen,  each 

£4  10s 

Ditto  barrel  ditto 

£1 

10s 

Cows 

>C2  8s 

Anchor-stocks  per  inch  at 

Horses 

;C  6  to  30 

diameter  of  the  nut 

Is 

Sheep 

6s  to  9S 

Handspikes  in  the  rough 

Is 

Bricks  per  thousand 

203 

shoouhhdsj;:;!;;'-^ 

6s 
3s 

Cider  per  barrel                            5s 
Seamen's  wages  per  month  7  dolls. 

Spruce  spars  per  inch 

4d 

Chartering  vessels  pe 

•ton, 

Oar  rafters  per  1000  feet 

£  I 

per  month 

1  doL 
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TABLE  of  ENTRIES  at  the  port  of  Pascataqua  from  October  1,  1789, 
to  October  1,  1791, 


o5 

(L) 
(T. 

ir. 

o 

o 

V) 

lU 

j5 

.£ 

rt    U 

■^ 

'■B 

if. 

q 

5C 
o" 
O 

C 

C 

If 

a 

."5 

o   g 

1 

3 

/." 

Jl 

4 

<^  *^ 

^ 

M 

H 

Fiance 

732 

732 

Trench  West  Indies 

12 

42 

13 

5 

72 

9402 

264 

9666 

St.  Peter's  and  Miquelon 

5 

5 

192 

34 

226 

England 

12 

15 

27 

4119 

570 

4689 

Scotland 

4 

4 

464 

464 

Ireland 

1 

4 

5 

859 

859 

British  West  Indies 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

2005 

2005 

Nova  Scotia 

1 

14 

13 

856 

856 

PorlUQ-ul 

I 

1 

293 

293 

Poriucr.ese  Islands 

1 

1 

1 

3 

341 

341 

o                                                 ^ 

Holland  and  Plantations 

15 

9 

1 

25 

2996 

2996 

Denmark  and  Islands 

1 

1 

2 

155 

155 

Africa 

Coasting  Sc  cod  fishery 

34 

87 

40 
84 

10 
18 

50 
225 

1166 

1166 

Total 

20719 

298 

3431 

24448 

IN'EW-HAMPSHIRE. 
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TABLE  of  CLEARANCES  ai  the  port  of  Pascataqua;  from  October  I, 
1789,  to  October  1,  1791. 


France 

French  Vv^est  Indies 

St.  Peter's  and  Miquelon 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

British  ^^'est  Indies 

Nova  Scotia 

Portugal 

Portuguese  Islands 

Holland  and  Plantations 

Denmark  and  Islands 

Africa 

Coasting  and  cod  fishery 

Total 


IS 


70 

25 
4 


m 

u 

CO 

tfi 

U 

?» 

u 

Qi 

c 

<fl 

o 

o 

C 

^ 

o 

n 

« 

-C 

o 

o 

tJ 

CD 

m 

in 

39 

10 

136 

8 

1 

9 

1 

42 
4 
4 

4 

1 

16 

12 

12 
1 

o 

1 

40 

10 

1 

50 

105 

^2 

277 

a     br. 


<     - 


16616 

428 

6725 

616 

666 


233 

110 
1166 


264 
34 


Si 


cq 


441 


31  34 
502 


162 


o 

iUS 


16880 
462 

7166 
616 
666 

3134. 
502 

162 

233 

110 
1166 


■13  107ll05l22  277  126560  298Uo77ll62bl09r 
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TABLE  of  the  VALUE  of  SILVER  in  the  currency  of  Newhampshircj 
since  the  beginniii;^  of  the  prcbcrit  century. 


Silver  fier  oz. 


years,  value. 
s     d 
1700      10 
1704       7 
1705 
1710 
1711 


10 


1712 
1713 
17U 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 


3  4 
8  6 
8      6 


9 
9 
10 
10 
11 
12 


1720      12      4 


1721 


1722 


1723 


1724 


1725 


C12 

Jl3 

5  14 

I  14 

C14 

^15 

16 

16 

16 

15 


1726      16 

1727 


1728 


1729 


17 


»p 


1731 


16 
17 
19 
19 
20 
1 
18 
19 


Silver  f I er  oz. 


years, 


17 


oSl9 

'^  ^20 

pi 

127 
r24 

1734<;  ^f 
)  26 

L27 

1735  27 

1736  5f 
^26 

1737  5^^ 
^27 

1738  P'' 
^28 

f29 
29 
29 

ps 

174oJ  2^ 
1  2S 

L29 

1741^8 

28 

28 

27 


value. 

s     d 

6 

G 


1742 

[_29 
,-,o  C30 
^"'^^32 

1744 


1746<! 


Silver  per  oz. 

years,  value. 
s     d 

1745 -{  36 

37 

'37 

38 

40 

45 

48 

t_50 

foS 

I  55 

I747<:  58 

60 

58 

\58 

56 

55 

54 

55 

56 


1748<' 


175 


[_56 

r56 

i  60 

[_5a 

f5l 

0-J  50 
(54 


DOLLARS. 


years,  value 


1751 
1752 
1753 
1754 
1755 

1756  = 


r 


51 
55 

57 
60 
70 
80 
90 
00 


I 

f  100 
1757=^    to 

Luo 

1758  120 

1759  120 

1760  120 
f  120 

1 
1 


761       to 
762<^  130 


1763 


17G4 

1765  r 

to    <^  6 

1776  t 


& 

140 

120 
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TAni.r.  of  ihe  VAT.UE  of  SILVER  continued. 


Scale  of  dcpreciaiion  of  one  hundred  dollars. 


mont/is  equal  to  years. 


1781       < 


months  equal  to 
'Jan,  7500 
Feb.  7503 
March  7500 
April  7500 
May  7500 
^June    12000 


n 


1781 
to       - 
1791J 


dol.      value. 


e>s. 


In  American  national 
currency,  one  dollar 
is  equal  to  100  cents. 


TABLE  of  the  weight  and  value  of  GOLD  and  SILVER  established  by 

law  1785.  ' 


COINS 


English 
or  French^ 
Spanish  Dollar 
English  Guinea 
French  ditto 
Johannes 
Half  ditto 
Moidore 
Doubloon 
Pistole 


weight. 
f/'^v^  gr.  ^ 


Crown 


5 
5 

18 
9 
6 

16 

4 


6  -1 

6  -1 

-4 

-2 

18-1 

12-4 

3-1 


value. 
s     d 

6  8 

6 
8 

7  4 
16 

8 

16 

8 


I  Gold  per  ounce 
Silver  per  ounce 


C    s    d 
5     6     8 

6     8 


p  far-     "^j 
Cop- J  things 
per     I  of  Eng 

L.lish  coin 


lUlJ 
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Statement   of  the  FISHERY  at  Pafcataqiia  and  its 
neighbourhood. 


Schooners  27] 

Boats  20  1^    Employed  in  the  Cod  and 

Tonnage  630  fScale  Fifhery  annually. 

Seamen  250  j 

The  Schooners,  Boats,  and  Seamen  belonging  to  the 
Ifles  of  Shoals  are  not  included  in  the  above  efti- 
mation. 


ProducEl  of  the  Fifhery  in  the  year  1791. 

1  Merchantable  fifh      5170 
Quintals  made  {-Jamaica     ditto        14217 

J  Scale     ditto  6463 

total,     25850 


The  fifh  made  at  the  Tiles  of  Shoals  are  included  in 

this  flatement. 
The  fuccefs  of  the  fifhery  in  this  feafon  has  been 

uncommonly  good. 

Eftimate  of  feamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfliire  in 

1791. 
In  foreign  trade  500 

Coafting  do.  50 

Fifliery  250 

N.  B.  Some  of  the  feamen  who  in  fummer  are 
employed  in  the  fifhery,  are  in  the  winter  employed 
in  the  coafting  buiinefs,  or  in  foreign  voyages. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

Effict  of  th<:  climate  and  other  causes   on  the    human    constUution.    JRc' 
/narks  on  fio/iuiation.      Tables  of  Births^  Deaths  and  Casualties. 

J.T  has  been  confidently  afTerted  by  Euro- 
pean writers,  and  by  fome  of  great  reputation,  that 
the  climates  of  America,  under  fimilar  latitudes  to 
thofe  of  Europe,  are  unfriendly  to  health  and  lon- 
gevity ;  that  the  general  period  of  human  life  is 
from  forty-five  to  fifty  j  and  thefe  pernicious  effects 
are  afcribed  to  putrid  exhalations  from  ftagnant 
waters  ;  to  a  furface  uncleared,  uncultivated,  and 
loaded  with  rank  vegetation,  which  prevents  it 
from  feeling  the  purifying  influence  of  the  fun.* 

If  fuch  remarks  were  intended  to  be  confined  to 
the  low  plains  in  the  fouthern  States,  the  propriety 
of  them  might  not  perhaps  be  difputed  ;  but  a  dit 
tinction  ought  to  be  made  between  thofe  parts  of 
America  and  others  in  far  different  circumflances. 
If  authors  profefs  to  write  as  philofophers  they 
fhould  feek  for  information  from  the  pureft  fources, 
and  not  content  themfelves  with  theorifing  on  fub- 
jects,  which  can  be  determined  only  by  fact  and  ob- 
fervation  ;  or  with  forming  general  conclufions  from 
partial  reports.  If  they  write  as  politicians,  their 
aim  may  indeed  be  anfwered  by  flating  facts  in  a 
delufive  light  ;  and  by  reprefcnting  America  as  a 
grave  to  Evu'opeans,  they  may  throw  difcourage- 
nient  on  emigration  to  this  country.  It  is  at  the 
fame  time  amufing  to  obferve  the  inconfiflent  con- 
clufions of  thefe  theorifing  philofophers  ;  for  whilft 
one  condemns  the  air  of  woodland  as  deftrudlive  to 


*  Robertson's  History  America,  Vol.  II.  p.  17. 

liing's  thoughts  on  Emigration  to  An^erica,  Political  Mag^ziJie;  1785,  p.  2@I> 
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life  and  health,  another  celebrates  it  as  containing 
nutritive  particles,  and  afferts  that  men  who  live  in 
the  woods  confume  lefs  food  than  thofe  who  dwell 
in  open  countries.*  But  notwithflanding  the  dreams 
of  European  philofophers,  or  the  interelled  views  of 
European  politicians,  America  can  bed  be  defcribed 
by  thofe  who  have  for  a  long  time  relided  in  it. 
Thofe  who  have  not  i^o^n  it  at  all,  and  thofe  who 
have  palfed  through  it  v.dth  the  rapidity  of  a  travel- 
ler, can  be  very  inadequate  judges  ;  yet  unhappily 
there  are  many  of  both  thefe  claffes  of  writers  whole 
accounts  have  gained  more  credit  than  they  deferve. 
In  that  part  of  America  which  it  falls  to  my  lot 
to  defcribe,  an  '  uncleared  and  uncultivated  foil,'  is 
fo  far  from  being  an  objed:  of  dread,  that  there  are 
no  people  more  vigorous  and  robuft  than  thofe  who 
labour  on  new  plantations  ;  nor  in  facfi:  have  any 
people  better  appetites  for  food.  This  is  true  not 
only  of  the  natives  of  the  country,  but  of  emigrants 
from  Europe.  It  has  been  a  general  obfervation 
that  the  firil  planters  in  new  tovv^iiliips  live  to  a 
great  age.  It  is  alfo  true  that  the  air  of  our  forefl 
is  remarkably  pure.  The  tall  and  luxuriant  growth 
which  an  European  might  call  '  rank  vegetation,' 
not  only  indicates  llrength  and  fertility  of  foil ;  but 
conduces  to  abforb  noxious  vapours  ;  and  when  the 
foil  is  once  cleared,  if  man  neglecfl  his  duty,  nature, 
with  her  bountiful  hand,  produces  a  fecond  growth 
of  '  rank  vegetation,'  for  the  fame  benevolent  pur- 
pofe.  A  profulion  of  effluvia  from  the  relinous  trees 
impart  to  the  air  a  ball'amic  quality  which  is  ex- 
tremely favourable  to  health,  and  the  numerous 
ftreams  of  limpid  water,  fome  of  v/hich  fill  with 
great  rapidity  from  the  mountains,  caufc  currents 
of  frefh  air  which  is  in  the  higheil:  degree  falubri- 
ous,  to  thofe  v/ho  refide  on   their  banks.     To  thefe 

*  Abbe  Raynal.     History  Indies.     Vol.  UI.  p.  27S. 
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obfervations  it  may  be  added,  that  tl^e  nortliweft 
wind  is  the  grand  corrector  of  every  noxious  quali- 
ty which  can  exiii  in  the  air  of  America  ;  and  whilft 
that  wind  prevails,  it  diffufes  health  and  imparts  vig- 
our to  the  hum.an  frame. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  few  Situations,  even  in 
New-Hampiliire,  where  vapour  ariiing  from  land 
overflowed  with  frefa  water,  produces  bilious  and 
nervous  dife?.fes,  and  the  inhabitants  are  fubjecl  to 
an  early  laliitude  and  debility  ;  which  is  often  in- 
creafed  by  an  injudicious  ufe  of  fpiritous  liquors  for 
medical  purpofes  ;  but  by  the  removal  of  llich  per- 
fons  to  the  purer  air  of  the  mountains,  and  a  change 
to  a  more  temperate  regimen,  thefe  complaints  ceafe, 
and  the  conilitution  is  reinvigorated. 

There  have  alfo  been  fome  inftances  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Connedlicut  river,  of-  fwellings  in  the 
throat  fimilar  to  the  9-oiires  amons;  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Alps.  Women  have  chiefly  been  affedled  in 
that  way.  A  removal  to  the  fca  (liore,  and  conftant 
bathinp"  with  fait  water  have  contributed  to  reduce 

o 

thefe  tumours.  A  free  ufe  of  filted  fiih  and  vege- 
table acid,  particularly  cyder,  has  alfo  been  found 
beneficial,  and  by  the  befl  and  latefl:  information 
which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  this  diforder  is 
now  lefs  frequent,  and  more  eafily  controled  than  it 
was  a  few  years  pafl:. 

From  the  tables  of  mortality  which  I  have  col- 
lected and  which  are  here  exhibited,  it  appears  that 
a  very  large  proportion  of  people  live  to  old  age,  and 
that  many  of  them  die  of  no  acute  difeafe  but  by 
the  gradual  decay  of  nature.  The  death  of  adult 
perfons  between  twenty  and  fifty  years  of  age  is  very 
rare,  when  compared  with  the  bills  of  mortality 
from  European  countries.  It  is  computed  that  near- 
ly one  twentieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  London 
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perifh,  one  year  with  another  ;*  it  is  certain  that  not 
more  than  one  in  feventy  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
Hampihire  dies  in  a  year  unlefs  when  fome  epidem- 
ic diforder  prevails,  which  very  feldom  happens. 

From  the  tables  of  cafualties  it  alfo  appears  that  the 
m.o{l  mortal  of  the  prevailing  diforders  of  this  coun- 
try is  the  pulmonary  confumption.  This  malady 
is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  more  frequent  of  late 
years  than  formerly.  I  cannot  find  that  it  is  lefs 
common  in  the  new,  than  in  the  old  towns.  It  is 
certainly  in  fome  inftances  hereditary  ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved by  many  to  be  contagious.  Fevers  of  feveral 
kinds  are  much  lefs  malignant  than  formerly.  The 
chronic  rheumatifm  is  very  common,  but  feldom 
proves  mortal.  It  is  often  caufed  by  the  changes 
from  heat  to  cold,  to  which  people  who  labour  and 
travel  in  all  weathers,  are  expofed. 

Patients  from  the  fouthern  States  and  theWeillndia 
iflands  with  bilious  complaints  and  intermittent  fe- 
vers, foon  recover  their  health  on  their  arrival  to  our 
fliores.  A  regular  intermittent,  or  what  is  com- 
monly called  the  fever  and  ague  is  extremely  rare, 
unlefs  it  be  contradled  in  fome  other  climate. 

It  is  thoaght  by  fome  that  the  exhalations  from 
fait  marihes  are  injurious  to  health.  This  may  be 
the  cafe  where  the  air  is  prevented  from  circula.ting 
freely,  by  the  vicinity  of  high  ridges  of  land  ;  but 
the  town  of  Hampton,  which  is  almoft  uniformly 
level,  though  it  contains  a  very  extenfive  marfli,  is 
as  healthly  and  as  favourable  to  longevity  as  any 
town  in  the  State,  as  may  be  evident  from  an  infpec- 
tion  of  the  tables  of  mortality  for  that  place. 

The  natives  of  foreign  countries  who  remove  to 
this  part  of  America,  generally  live  to  a  great  age  ; 
if  they  do  not  impair  their  conftitutions  by  fpiritu- 

*  Rueh's  Medical  Observations,  page  47. 
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Oils  liquors.  There  are,  indeed,  fome  veteran  fots, 
natives  of  this  as  well  as  other  countries  ;  who  ren- 
der themfelves  burdenfome  to  fociety,  and  contempt- 
ible in  their  advanced  age.  The  purity  of  our  air, 
and  plenty  of  food,  are  doubtless  the  caufes  of  their 
furviving  fuch  frequent  draughts  of  liquid  poifon. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  feveral  times  to  ai^ 
certain  the  number  of  people  in  New-Hampfhire. 
The  late  Governor  Wentworth  w^as  ordered  by  the 
Britifli  miniftry  to  take  an  exacfl  furvey  ;  but  'hav- 
*  ing  no  fund  to  pay  the  expenfe,  and  no  law  to 
'  compel  obedience'  to  the  order,  he  was  fubjedled 
to  the  inconvenience  of  delay  and  difappointment. 
The  number  of  the  people  however,  in  1767,  v/as 
eRimated  at  52,700.  Another  eftimate  v/as  made 
in  1774,  of  which  I  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count ;  but  have  been  informed  that  it  was 
85,000.  This  was  too  high.  The  eftimate  given 
to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  was  ftill  more 
extravagant.  A  furvey  taken  in  1775,  partly  by 
enumeration  and  partly  by  eftimation,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  eftablifliing  an  adequate  reprefentation  of 
the  people,  made  the  whole  number  82,^00. 

I  have  taken  much  pains  to  collecfl  from  the  fev- 
eral towns  the  numbers  loft  by  means  of  the  late 
war.  By  accounts  received  from  twenty-feven 
towns  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  num- 
ber loft  amounts  to  377.  Thefe  twenty-feven  towns, 
according  to  the  furvey  in  1775,  contained  22,749 
inhabitants.  If  a  comparifon  be  made,  by  the  rule 
of  proportion,  between  thefe  and  the  other  towns 
in  the  State  ;  the  number  loft  out  of  the  whole,  will 
amount  to  1362  ;  and  if  a  farther  allowance  be 
made  for  the  maritime  towns,  the  number  may 
fairly  be  eftimated  at  1400.  As  thefe  were  moftly 
men  in  the  prime  and  vigour  of  life,  we  ought  tof 
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take  into  the  account  not  only  the  firnplc  lofs  of  fd 
many  lives,  but  a  decreafe  of  population,  equal  to 
the  increafe  which  probably  would  have  been  made, 
had  they  lived  to  this  time.  If  we  reckon  this  in- 
creafe in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one,  it  vv'ill  pro- 
duce the  fum  of  4200,  v^diich,  added  to  the  original 
number,  will  make  5600.  But  allowing  the  600  for 
cafualties,  we  may  moderately  compute  5000  per- 
fons,  lefs  than  the  number  would  have  been,  had 
tlic  lail  fifteen  years  been  all  years  of  peace. 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  1790, 
is  the  moft  correal  account  which  has  ever  been 
made,  llic  whole  amount  is  142,018.  If  this  be 
compared  with  the  number  in  1775,  and  the  differ- 
ence divided,  by  the  number  of  intervening  years, 
without  any  reference  to  the  lofs  fudained  by  the 
Vv^ar ;  the  average  of  increafe  will  be  3987  per  annum, 
for  the  lafb  fifteen  years.  If  the  number  in  1775  be 
compared  with  the  number  in  1767,  and  the  differ- 
ence divided  by  the  number  of  intervening  years, 
the  average  per  annum,  for  thofe  eight  years,  will 
be  3687.  If  a  mean  between  thefe  tv/o,  viz.  3883, 
be  taken  for  the  increafing  ratio  per  annum,  fince  the 
year  1767,  it  will  produce  a  number  very  nearly 
correfponding  v/ith  the  number  taken  by  the  cen- 
fus in  1790.  If  this  mode  of  computation  bejufb, 
the  number  of  people  in  New-Hampfhire  has  ac5lu- 
ally  doubled  in  lefs  than  nineteen  years,  notwith- 
llanding  that  feven  of  thofe  nineteen  were  years  of 
war. 

This  may  more  clearly  appear  from  the  following 
table  ;  in  which  the  firft  column  contains  the  years  ; 
the  fecond  column  fliews  the  number  in  each  year, 
by  the  ratio  of  3883  ;  and  the  third  the  numbers 
by  the  ratio  of  3687  for  the  firfl  eight  years,  and 
3987  for  the  laft  fifteen. 
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TABLE    OF    POPULATION. 


1767 

52700 

52700  "1 

68 

565S3 

56387 

69 

60466 

60074 

1770 

64349 

.  63761 

71 

68232 

67448 

72 

72115 

71135 

73 

75998 

74822 

74 

79881 

78509 

75 

78364 

82196 

He 

87647 

86183" 

77 

91530 

90170 

78 

95413 

94157 

79 

99296 

98144 

1780 

103179 

102131 

81 

107062 

106118 

82 

110945 

110105 

83 

114828 

114092 

84 

118711 

118079 

85 

122594 

122066 

86 

126477 

126053 

87 

130360. 

130040 

88 

134243 

134027 

89 

138126 

i380i4 

1790 

142009 

i4200i 

•>increajing  by  3687. 


In  both  columns,  the  lialf  of  the  number  taken  by  the  census,  viz.  7x,oo9,  falls  betwe«a 
the  years  i77i  and  i772  ;  a  period  short  of  nineteen  years,  from  i79o. 

This  rapid  increafe  of  population,  is  partly  natur- 
al and  partly  adventitious.  The  diftincflion  between 
thefe  two  caufes  is  evident ;  but  to  afcertain  the 
precife  limits  of  their  refpe(9:ive  operations,  is  im- 
pra(flicable,  without  a  more  minute  furvey  than  has 
ever  yet  been  taken.  Large  emigrations  have  been 
made  fince  the  peace  of  i763,  from  the  neighbour- 
ing States,  into  the  new  townihips  of  New-Hamp* 
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Ihire.     Thofe  from  the  old  towns  to  the  new,  have 
been  alfo   very  confiderable  ;  and   though  at  firfl 
view  thefe  latter  may  not  feem  to  have  augmented 
the  number  of  the  people  ;   yet  upon  a  more  clofe 
attention  to  the  fubjedl,  it   will  be  found  that  even 
in  them  there  is   a  produ<5liv,e   caufe    in  increafe. 
Where  land  is  cheap,  and  the  means  of  fubfiftence 
3nay  be  acquired  in  fuch   plenty,  and  in  fo  fliort  a 
time  as  is  evidently  the  cafe  in  our  new  plantations, 
encouragement  is  given  to  early  marriage.  A  young 
man  who  has  cleared   a  piece  of  land,  and  built  a 
hut  for  his  prefent  accommodation,  foon  begins   to 
experience  the   truth  of  that  old  adage,  '  It  is  not 
*  good  for  man  to  be  alone.'    Having  a  profpedl  of 
increaling  his  fubftance  by  labour,  which  he  knows 
himfeif  able  to  perform,  he  attaches  himfelf  to  a  fe- 
male earlier  than  prudence  would  didlate  if  he  had 
not  fuch  a  profpecl.     Nor  a.re  the  young  females  of 
the  country  averfe  to  a  fettlement  in  the  new  plan- 
tations ;  where,    after  the  fecond  year's  labour,  by 
which   the  land  is   brought  into  pafture,  there  is  a 
neceffity  for  beginning  the  work  of  a  dairy  ;  an  em- 
ployment which  always  falls  to  their  lot,  and  is  an 
objedl  of  their  ambition,  as  well  as  interefl. 

TAiiLE  of  BAPTISiXIS  and  DEATIIS  in  Ham/imi,  collected  from  the 
church  records  of  the  Rev.  Vv'^akd  Cotton. 


Years. 

Dean 

'.$.         Ba/Uisirs. 

Ji^es. 

^ 

Male. 

FenKilc. 

under 

2 

years. 

62 

1735 

]-) 

19 

21 

betv. 

een 

o 

and     5 

32 

3G 

69 

32 

23 

5 

10 

16 

3/ 

16 

21 

23 

10 

20 

23 

33,    . 

19 

27 

22 

20 

50 

24 

39 

2j 

26 

15 

30 

40 

9 

1740 

14 

20 

15 

40 

50 

7 

41 

17 

15 

2f 

50 

60 

8 

•i-2 

'J  I 

20 

12 

60 

70 

9 

43 

1  i 

17 

17 

70 

80 

13 

4i. 

f, 

19        . 

19 

80 
90 

90 
100 

5 

8 

Total 

i!6 

206 

199 

- 



Adults 

W 

Deaths 
Baptisms 

216 
424 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  Continued. 


Years. 

Deaths. 

Ba^u 

tints. 

.^i-c; 

Male.         Female. 

under 

2 

years. 

60 

1745 

32 

32 

20 

between 

2 

and     5 

26 

46 

13 

25 

16 

5 

10 

23 

47 

16 

25 

15 

10 

20 

26 

48 

19 

22 

19 

20 

30 

10 

49 

26 

14 

22 

30 

40 

13 

irso 

17 

16 

17 

.40 

50 

5 

51 

15 

18 

13 

SO 

60 

10 

53 

16 

11 

20 

60 

70 

13 

53 

14 

18 

15 

70 

80 

16 

54 

53 

19 

21 

80 

90 

16 

90 

100 

3 

Total 

221 

178 

188 

Deaths 

221 

Adults 

5 

Baptisms 

371 

under    2 

years. 

44 

1755 

32 

13 

17 

between 

2 

5 

7 

56 

36 

19 

16 

5 

10 

14 

57 

13 

20 

16 

10 

20 

13 

58 

23 

20 

12 

20 

30 

16 

59 

21 

14 

18 

30 

40 

13 

1760 

19 

23 

21 

40 

50 

11 

61 

12 

19 

18 

50 

60 

5 

62 

15 

13 

18 

60 

70 

21 

63 

16 

16 

14 

70 

80 

30 

64 

no  record 

18 

22 

89 

90 

9 

90 

100 

4 

187 

175 

172 

Deaths 

187 

Adults 

10 

Baptisms 

357 

TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  by  the  Rev.  Eben- 
EZKR  Thayer. 


Years. 

Beat  hi 

;. 

Bafuisms. 

Ages. 

Male. 

Female. 

under 

■     2 

years. 

23 

1767 

7 

30 

14 

between 

2 

and     5 

6 

68 

10 

13 

13 

5 

10 

2 

69 

10 

15 

15 

10 

20 

7 

1770 

u 

20 

16 

20 

39 

13 

71 

7 

8 

11 

39 

40 

5 

72 

11 

9 

15 

40 

50 

7 

73 

12 

19 

17 

50 

60 

9 

74 

8 

15 

14 

60 

70 

8 

75 

12 

11 

7 

70 

80 

17 

76 

24 

16 

13 

80 

90 

15 

90 

100 

3 

115 

156 

135 
Adults     3 

Deaths 
Baptisms 

115 

394 

180 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  continued. 


Years, 

Deaths 

B 

ajitisms. 

Ages. 

Male. 

Female. 

under 

2 

years. 

26 

1777 

9 

14 

9 

between     2 

and     5 

7 

78 

11 

10 

11 

5 

10 

6 

79 

11 

IS 

5 

10 

20 

4 

1730 

9 

11 

3 

20 

30 

7 

81 

7 

16 

8 

30 

40 

2 

82 

6 

17 

4 

4© 

50 

6 

83 

14 

14 

16. 

50 

60 

't 

S4 

9 

12 

10 

60 

70 

8 

85 

12 

7 

8 

70 

80 

16 

S6 

11 

9 

8 

80 

90 

10 

90 

100 

3 

99 

128 

Q9 

Adults     2 

Deaths 

99 

Baptisms 

228 

under 

2 

years 

9 

1787 

13 

13 

11 

between 

2 

and     5 

1 

88 

12 

10 

15 

5 

10 

2 

89 

13 

8 

9 

10 

29 

_ 

90 

5 

10 

12 

20 

30 

7 

91 

3 

9 

5 

30 

40 

1 

So  October 

40 

50 

2 

31. 

46 

50 

53 

50 
60 
70 
80 

99 

60 
70 
80 
90 
100 

Death 

Baptisms 

3 

8 

11 

2 

46 
120 
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Casualties, 


1733 

to 
1744 


1745 

to 
1754 


1755 

to 

5763 


Accident 

Apoplexy  . 

Asthma 

Cancer 

Childbed 

Cholic 

Consumption 

Convulsions 

Dropsy 

Dysentery 

Fevers 

Jaundice 

King's  evil 

*  Long  sickness 

Mania 

Measles 

Mortification 

Old  age 

Palsy 

Pleurisy 

Quinsy 

Rheumatism 

Small  pox 

Sore  mouth 

Strangury 

Suddenly 

Throat  Distemper 

t  Unknown 

Whooping  cough 

Total 


*  The  term  long  sickness  is  peculiar.  It  probably  means  the  same 
with  Consumption. 

t  In  the  class  unknown  are  included  the  nameless  disorders  of  young 
children,  and  the  still-born. 


6  1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

12 

5 

1 

2 

-^ 
O 

3 

15 

26 

21 

8 

15 

11 

1 

3 

4 

2 
7 

16 

1 

30 

41 
1 

2 

5 

2 
2 

3 

1 
1 

1 

2 

12 

12 

9 

2 

9 

8 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

7 

2 

U 

91 

60 

SO 

28 

28 

13 
2 

216 

221 

187 
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TABLE  OF  CASUALTIES  IN  HAMPTON,    Continued. 


^p- 


Casualties. 


Accident 

Asthma 

Bleeding 

Cancer 

Childbed 

Cholic 

Consumption 

Convulsions 

Dropsy 

Dysentery 

Fevers  - 

Gravel 

Jaundice 

Lethargy 

Measles 

Mortification 

Nervous  head  ache 

Old  age 

Palsy 

Quinsy 

Rheumatism 

Schirrus 

Small  pox 

Scrophuia 

Sore  month 

Suddenly 

Throat  distemper 

Violence 

"Whooping  cough 

Worms 

Uflknovm 


1767 

to 

1776 


1777|1787 

to    I  to 
1786  1791 


7 

1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

I 

27 

21 

9 

5 

13 

2 

1 

5 

9 

2 

3 

12 

9 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

14 

6 

7 

6 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

o 

6 

3 

7 

2 

1 
3 

6 

2 

1 

7 

3 

1 

U5 

99 

46 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  JVewmarket,  collected  from 

the  Records  of  the  Kev.  John  Moody,  by  Wentworth 

Cheswillj  Esq. 


Years. 

Deaths. 

Bafitisms. 

Jges. 

1731 

7 

30 

under 

5 

37 

32 

9 

14 

between 

5 

and 

10 

7 

33 

1 

2* 

10 

20 

3 

34 

1 

18 

20 

30 

1 

35 

18 

20 

30 

40 

I 

36 

11 

31 

40 

50 

2 

37 

7 

22 

50 

60 

1 

38 

4. 

19 

60 

70 

5 

39 

4 

28 

70 

80 

% 

1740 

I 

22 

80 
90 
ab 

90 
109 

I 

63 

225 

•ove 

100 

1 

age 

unknown 

2 

63 

1741 

9 

29 

42 

9 

44 

under 

5 

63 

43 

33 

44 

between 

5 

and 

10 

17 

44 

11 

26 

10 

20 

7 

45 

3 

23 

30 

30 

4, 

46 

11 

22 

30 

40 

S 

47 

4 

26 

40 

50 

s 

48 

8 

17 

30 

60 

5 

49 

14 

28 

60 

ro 

2 

1750 

12 

24 

70 
80 
90 

80 
90 

100 

2 

114 

283 

age 

unknown 

4 

114 

1751 

25 

27 

under 

5 

98 

52 

47 

36 

between 

5 

and 

10 

32 

53 

32 

17 

10 

20 

21 

54 

21 

23 

20 

30 

19 

55 

19 

24 

30 

40 

11 

56 

13 

26 

40 

50 

8 

57 

18 

29 

50 

60 

16 

58 

24 

24 

60 

70 

16 

59            21  20  70              80 

1760            19  20  80              90 

.-—  —  90             100 

239  346  age  unknown 


339 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Newmarket,  Continued. 
Years.     Deaths.     BafUisins.  jiges. 


1761 

23 

34 

62 

8 

25 

63 

8 

28 

64 

13 

24 

65 

12 

16 

65 

25 

19 

%r 

18 

16 

68 

8 

r 

69 

9 

13 

1770 

14 

12 

under  5 

53 

between  5 

and 

10 

5 

10 

20 

6 

20 

30 

12 

30 

40 

5 

40 

50 

8 

50 

60 

7 

60 

70 

13 

70 

80 

17 

80 

90 

8 

90 

100 

age 

unknown 

4 

138  194 

13§ 

TABLE  of  DEATHS  in  Dover — by  Jeremy  Belknap. 

Years.  «Vo.  of  Deaths,                          jiges.                  •A'b. 

1767  9 

68  17 

69  19 
1770  16 

71  23 

72  17 

73  15 

74  10 

75  12 

76  47 


abroa 
the 


;oad  in  > 
i  war    5 


18; 

8 


under 

2 

years. 

46 

between 

2 

and  5 

9 

5 

10 

14 

10 

20 

6 

20 

SO 

10 

SO 

40 

15 

40 

50 

13 

50 

60 

6 

60 

70 

22 

70 

80 

28 

80 

90 

13 

90 

100 

2 

above 

100 

1 

185 


1777 

29 

78 

16 

79 

9 

1780 

20 

81 

S 

S2 

22 

S3 

23 

84 

24 

85 

86 

8 

to  Sept. 

Hi 

abroad  in  > 

^  \ 

the  war  s 

under 

2 

years 

47 

between 

2 

and  5 

20 

5 

10 

7 

10 

20 

12 

20 

30 

U 

SO 

40 

9 

40 

50 

14 

50 

60 

13 

60 

ro 

15 

70 

80 

20 

SO 

90 

Id 

90 

100 

3 

192 
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Of  unmanied  females  between  15  and  25  years  of  age,  eight  died  ia 
20  years. 

Of  married  females  of  the  same  age, /our. 

Stili-horn  children  are  not  reckoned  in  this  table. 

No  account  of  Births  could  be  obtained,  many  of  the  inhabitants  be- 
ing Quakers;  and  of  the  others,  many  did  not  bring  their  children  to 
Baplism. 


TABLE    OF    CASUALTIES  IN 

DOVER. 

17671 

1777 

Casualties. 

to    1 

to 

1776|1786 

Accidents 

11 

10 

Apoplexy 

1 

3 

Ashma 

3 

Bleeding 

2 

Cancer 

I 

1 

Childbed 

7 

3 

Cholic 

3 

1 

Cough  and  fever 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

10 

Consumption 

26 

34 

Convulsions 

5 

3 

Decay  of  nature 

19 

16 

Dropsy 

6 

14 

Drunkenness 

1 

Dysenteiy 

2 

\r 

Felones  de  se 

% 

Fevers 

25 

\7 

Gravel 

1 

Jaundice 

4 

3 

Iliac  passion 

1 

King's  evil 

2 

Mania 

1 

2 

Measles 

I 

Children  in  the  montii 

20 

17 

Mortification 

5 

Nervous  head  ache 

3 

1 

Palsy 

5 

6 

Quinsy 

1 

7 

Rickets 

2 

Rheumatism 

1 

Strangury 

3 

Suddenly 

4 

« 

Throat  Distemper 

1 

11 

Thrush 

1 

*  Worms 

19 

4 

185 

192 

*  In  the  class  of  worms  are  included  the  namelcis  diseaa 

Wiid 

dldreik 

X 
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TABLE  of  DEATHS  in  East-Kingston^  collected  from  ihe  records  of 
the  ReY.  Peter  Coffin,  by  the  Rev.  Isaac   Mansfield. 

Years.  J\'b.  of  Deaths.  Ages.  J\''o. 


4.9  6 


94 


1740  4  under  1  year  19 

41  5  between  1  and  3  20 

42  6  3  5  8 

43  8  5  10  6 

44  21  10  20  8 

45  6  20  30  7 

46  18  30  40  S 

47  6  40  50  5 
4S  14  50  60  S 


94 


1750                     5  under     1  year  25 

51  6  betv/een   I  and    3  14 

52  6  3  5  8 

53  13  5  10  6 

54  13  10  20  10 

55  20  20  30  5 

56  12  30  40  5 

57  7  40  50  13 

58  11  50  60  4 

59  6  60  70  2 
70  80  6 

99  80  90  1 

99 


1760 

14 

under     1 

year 

20 

61 

8 

between  1 

and 

3 

10 

62 

2 

3 

5 

fj% 

3 

5 

10 

5 

64 

10 

10 

20 

6 

65 

6 

20 

30 

14 

66 

5 

30 

40 

11 

67 

4 

40 

50 

4 

68 

6 

50 

60 

4 

69 

4 

60 

70 

7 

1770 

15 

70 

SO 

5 

71 

13 

§0 

90 

4 

99  9ii 
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TABLE  of   BIRTHS  and    DEATHS  in    Wilton^    by  the  Reverend 

Abel    Fiske. 


Years. 

Deaths. 

Births, 

Excess  of  births. 

1784 

11 

47 

36 

85 

7 

49 

42 

86 

6 

38 

32 

87 

11 

49 

38 

88 

14 

29 

15 

89 

3 

37 

35 

90 

20 

32 

12 

71 


281 


?10 


Progress  of  POPUL  ATIONin 

Wil- 

TABLE  of  DEATHS 

in  Exeter,  by 

ton. 

the  Rev. 

Isaac  Ma 

NSFIELD. 

Years.           J^umbers. 

Years. 

Deaths. 

1739                      2     families. 

1784 

22 

1755                  70    persons. 

85 

27 

1763                  240 

86 

36 

1775                  623 

87 

31 

1786                 1013 

88 

?• 

1790                 1105 

126 

TABLE  of  DEATHS    and   O'^tt. 

ALTIES    in    Conway,     by 

the 

under 

1 

year 

IS 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Porter. 

between 

1 
3 
5 

and 

3 

5 

10 

9 
5 

5 

I^rom  Oct.  \778,  to    Oct.    1790. 

10 
20 

20 
SO 

17 

under  9  years,  chiefly  Throat  > 
distemper,                            5 

37 

30 

40 

10 

Fevers 

3 

40 

50 

10 

Mortification, 

2 

50 

60 

6 

Dropsy 

2 

60 

70 

n 

Asthma 

1 

70 

80 

12 

Suddenly 

2 

80 

90 

12 

Decay  of  nature  .fit.  90 

1 

SO 

100 

2 

Consumption  JEA..  48 

1 

— . 

Canker 

2 

Total  126 

Felo  de  se 

1 

Accidents, 

3 

Total 


SS    i 
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TABLE  of  CASUALTIES  in  Exeter,  by  the  Rev.  Isaa>c  Mansfielb. 


Casualties. 

Mo. 

Casualties. 

Ab. 

Accident 

6 

Fever  mixed 

2 

Apoplexy 

1 

i-\»i  !  i-v-tT-*i-\i/-» 

'> 

-^ 

Asthma 
Cancer 

2 

1 

4 

Gravel 

1 

Childbed 

5 

Mortification 

I 

Cholera  morbus 

1 

Palsy 

5 

Complication  of  disorders 

1 

Quincy 

3 

Consunrpiion 

39 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

Convulsions 

4 

Schirrus 

1 

Decay  of  Nature 

12 

Scrophula 

1 

Diarrhaea 

1 

ThfoLit  distemper 

6 

Dropsy 

5 

Whooping  cough 

3 

Epilepsy 

1 

Unknown 

7 

Fever-nervous 

7 

Total   126 

Remarkable  ijiflances  of  Longevity, 

In  Dover,  Howard  Henderfon  died  in  1112,  aged 
upwards  of  100  years.  In  the  former  part  of  his 
life  he  was  a  feaman,  and  ferved  on  board  the  fleet 
of  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel,  at  the  taking  of  Gibraltar 
from  the  Spaniards  in  1 704. 

In  Durham,  John  Bufs,  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel 
for  33  years,  but  not  ordained,  alfo  a  practitioner  of 
pkyiic,  died  in  1736,  at  the  age  of  108.  He  was  re- 
markably active  and  vigorous  at  a  very  advanced 
age. 

The  family  of  Col.  James  Davis,  whofe  name  is 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  Hifhory,  (vol.  1,  pages 
274,  332,  347)  was  remarkable  for  longevity  as  well 
aa  faperior  ftature. 
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Tlie  father  died  in  1749,  aged  88 

■  James  93 

Thomas  88 

Samuel  1788  99 

Daniel  65 

Sarah  91 

TT-     T-Mi        I>  Hannah  77 

His  children  •  x^,,.     ,     ,  ^c\ 

Jiiizabeth  79 

Ephraim  1791,  87 

Phebe  ^t.  85,  and  the  widow 

of  Samuel  iEt.  102,  are  yet 

living. 

In  Londonderry,  the  firfl  planters  lived,  on  an  av- 
erage, to  80  years  ;  fome  to  90,  and  others  to  100. 
Among  the  laft  v/as  William  Scoby,  who  died  in  1754, 
at  the  age  of  110.  The  two  lail  heads  of  the  fixteen 
families  who  began  the  planting  of  that  tov^rn,  died 
there  in  1782,  aged  about  93  years  each.  They 
were  women. 

In  Chefter,  James  Wilfon  died  in  1739,  aged  100 
years. 

James  Shirley  in  1754,  aged  105. 

Another  perfon  of  the  fame  name,  aged  91,  was 
living  in  1790. 

William  Craigie  and  his  wife  died  in  1775,  each 
aged  100. 

In  Newmarket,  William  Perkins  died  in  1732, 
aged  116.  He  was  born  in  the  Weft  of 'England. 
Governor  Burnet  vifited  him  at  Newmarket,  and  ex- 
amined him  refpecting  many  facts  and  occurrences 
during  the  civil  wars  in  England  in  the  laft  centu- 
ry. His  fon  died  in  1757,  aged  87.  Several  of  his 
grand  children  have  lived  above  70  years. 

In  Barrington,  fourteen  of  the  firft  planters  were 
living  in  1785,  who  were  between  80  and  90  years 
of  age.     The  fettlement  began  in  1732. 
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In  Atklnfon,  Ebenezer  Belknap  died  at  the  age  of 
95,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  107. 

In  Wakefield,  Robert  Macklin,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, died  in  1787,  at  the  age  of  115.  He  lived 
feveral  years  in  Portfinouth,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  Baker.  He  frequently  walked  from 
Portfinouth  to  Bofton,  66  miles,  in  one  day,  and  re- 
turned in  another.  This  journey  he  performed,  the 
lafl  time,  at  the  age  of  80. 

In  Salem,  (a  town  adjoining  the  fouthern  boun- 
dary) Abiel  Aften,  one  of  Lovewell's  brave  compa- 
ny, who  behaved  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Pigwack- 
et,  in  1725,  was  living  in  1790,  aged  86. 

The  two  eldefl  minifters  of  the  gofpel  now  living, 
are  the  Rev.  James  Pike  of  Somerfworth,  aged  88, 
and  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Flagg  of  Chefler,  aged  87. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

J^ulitical  Chavactei'^  Geniusy  ]\Ia7mers^   Emfiloynients  and  Diver&ions  of 

the  Pcolile. 

It  is  much  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous  to 
defcrlbe  the  character  of  the  dead  than  the  living  ; 
but  in  fo  great  a  variety  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  v^hole 
State,  there  cannot  but  be  fome  general  traits  which 
all  muft  allow  to  be  jufl  ;  and  which,  however  difa- 
greeable,  if  applied  particularly,  yet  will  not  be  dif^ 
relifhed  by  any,  when  delivered  only  in  general 
terms.  It  is  not  my  wifh  to  exaggerate  either  the 
virtues  or  defects  of  my  countrymen  ;  but  as  an 
American,  I  have  a  right  to  fpeak  the  truth,  concern- 
ing them,  if  my  language  be  within  the  limits  of 
decency. 

The  genius  and  character  of  a  community  are  in 
fome  meafure  influenced  by  their  government  and 
political  connexions.  Before  the  Revolution,  the 
people  of  the  different  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  had 
but  little  connexion  with  each  other.  They  might 
have  been  divided  into  three  claffes.  Thofe  of  the 
old  towns,  and  the  emigrants  from  them.  Thofe  on 
the  fouthern  border,  moll  of  whom  were  emigrants 
from  Maffachufetts  ;  and  thofe  on  Connecticut  riv- 
er, who  came  chiefly  from  Connecticut. 

Of  the  firft  clafs  the  people  might  be  fubdivided 
into  thofe  who,  having  been  trained  in  fubjection  to 
Crown  Officers,  were  expectants  of  favours  from 
government,  ind  ready  to  promote  the  views  of  the 
ariftocracy  ;  and  thofe  who,  from  principal  or  habit, 
were  in  oppofition  to  thofe  views.  A  long  and  in- 
timate connexion  with  Maffachufetts,  both  in  peace 
and  war,  kept  alive  a  democratic  principle  j  which, 
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though  it  met  with  the  frowns  of  men  in  office,  yet 
when  excited  to  action,  could  not  be  controled  by 
their  authority.  The  people  of  the  fecond  clafs  were 
naturally  attached  to  Maliachufetts,  whence  they 
originated,  and  where  they  were  connected  in  trade. 
Some  towns  had  fuffered  by  the  interference  of 
grants  made  by  both  governments  and  by  contro- 
verfies  concerning  the  line,  which  gave  birth  to  law 
iuics,  carried  on  with  great  acrimony  and  expenfe 
for  many  years.  Thofe  of  the  third  clafs  brought 
with  them  an  affection  and  refpect  for  the  colony 
whence  they  emigrated,  and  where  the  democratic 
principal  had  always  prevailed.  They  entertained 
an  inferior  idea  of  the  people  in  the  maritime  parts 
of  the  State  ;  whilll  thefe  in  return  looked  with  an 
envious  eye  on  thofe  emigrants  to  vv^hom  v^Qvefold 
the  lands  which  had  been  promifed  to  be  given  to 
them  as  a  revvard  for  tlie  exertions  and  fufferings  of 
their  parents  and  themfelves  in  defending  the  coun- 
try againfl  its  enemies. 

Another  fource  of  difunion  was  the  unequal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  in  the  General  Affembly. 
As  late  as  the  year  1773,  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  tow^ns,  forty-fix  only  were  reprefented,  by 
thirty-four  members  ;  and  feveral  towns  were  claft 
ed,  two  or  three  together,  for  the  choice  of  one.  The 
towns  of  Nottingham  and  Concord,  though  full  of 
people,  and  of  above  forty  years  ftanding  had  not 
once  been  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  reprefenta- 
tion  ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  with  many  other  towns  ; 
which,  though  not  of  fo  long  fettlement,  yet  con- 
rained  more  inhabitants  than  fonae  others,  which 
had  alwa,ys  enjoyed  the  privilege.  No  uniform  fyf- 
tem  of  reprefentation  had  been  adopted.  None  could 
be  eflabliilied  by  law,  becaufe  it  was  claimed  by  the 
Governor  as  part  of  the  royal  prerogative  to  call 
Reprefentatives  from  new  towns  ;  and  this  preroga- 
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tive  was  exercifed  without  any  regard  to  the  rights, 
the  petitions,  or  the  fcntiments  of  the  people. 

Before  the  year  1771  the  Province  was  not  divid- 
ed into  counties  ;  but  every  caufe  from  even  the 
moil  remote  parts  was  brought  to  Portfmouth,  where 
the  courts  were  held  and  the  public  offices  were  fill- 
ed by  a  few  men,  moft  of  whom  were  either  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  or  devoted  to  the  interefl  of  the 
Governor,  or  perfonally  related  to  him.  In  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  frequent  complaints  were 
made  of  partiality.  Parties  were  fometimes  heard 
out  of  court,  and  the  practice  oi  ivaterhig  the  jury  was 
familiarly  known  to  thofe  perfons  who  had  much 
bufijiefs  in  the  Law.  The  dernier  refort  was  to  a 
court  of  appeals,  confining  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  ;  of  whom  feven  were  a  quorum  and  four  a 
majority.  Here  the  final  fentence  was  often  paffed 
by  the  fame  perfons  who  had  been  concerned  in  th^ 
former  decifions  ;  unlefs  the  caufe  were  of  fuch  value 
as  to  admit  of  an  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council* 
During  the  adminiftration  of  the  lafl  Governor, 
feme  of  thefe  fources  of  difaffection  were  removed  ; 
but  others  remained,  for  an  experiment,  whether  a 
cure  could  be  efFedled,  by  a  change  of  government* 

The  Revolution  which  called  the  democratic  pow- 
er into  adtion,  has  reprefled  the  ariftocratic  fpirit. 
The  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  are  more  gen- 
erally diffufed  ;  the  people  enjoy  more  equal  privi- 
leges, and,  after  long  diflention,  are  better  united. 
Government  is  Sifcience^  and  requires  education  and 
information,  as  well  as  judgment  and  prudence.  In- 
deed there  are  fome  who  have  ftruggled  through  all 
the  difad vantages  arifing  from  the  want  of  early  ed- 
ucation, and  by  force  of  native  genius  and  induftry, 
have  acquired  thofe  qualifications   which  have  ena-^ 

Y 
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bled  them  to  render  eminent  fervice  to  the  comrnti- 
nity  ;  and  there  are  others  who  have  been  favoured 
with  early  education,  and  have  improved  their  op- 
portirnity  to  good  purpofe.  Notwithllianding  which, 
the  deficiency  of  perfons  qualified  for  the  various 
departments  in  Government,  has  been  much  regret- 
ted, and  by  none,  more  than  by  thofe  few,  who 
know  how  public  bufinefs  ought  to  be  conducfted. 
This  deficiency  is  daily  decreafing ;  the  means  of 
knowledge  are  extencling  ;  prejudices  are  wearing 
away,  and  the  political  characfter  of  the  people  is 
manifeftly  improving. 

But.  however  late  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hamp- 
Iliire  may  be,  in  political  improvement ;  yet  they 
have  long  pofTeffed-  other  valuable  cjualities  which 
have  rendered  them-  an  important  branch  of  the 
American  union.  'Firmnefs  of  nerve,  patience  in  fa- 
tigue, intrepidity  in  danger  and  alertnefs  in  a6lion, 
are  to  be  numbered  among  their  native  and  eil'en- 
tiai  charaGteriftics. 

Men  v/ho  are  concerned  in  travelling,  hunting, 
cutting  timber,  making  roads  and  other  employ- 
ments in  the  forefl,  are  inured  to  hardiliips.  They 
frequently  lie  out  in  the  woods  feveral  days  or 
weeks  together  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.  A  hut 
compofed  of  poles  and  bark,  fuffices  them  for  fhel- 
ter  ;  and  on  the  open  fide  of  it,  a  large  fire  fecures 
them  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Wrapt  in  a 
blanket  with  their  feet  next  the  fire,  they  pafs  the 
longed  and  cokkfl  nights,  and  awake  vigorous  for 
labour  the  fucceeding  day.  Their  food,  when  thus 
employed,  is  faked  perk  or  beef^  with  potatoes  and 
bread  of  Indian  corn  ;  and  their  bell  drink  is  wa- 
ter mixed  with  ginger  ;  though  many  of  them  are 
fand  of  diftillcd  fpirits,  which,  however,  are  lefs  nox- 
ious in  fuch  a  fituation  than  at  home.     Thofe  who^ 
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ipe^n  a  new  fettlement,  live  at  firfl  in  a  ftyle  not 
lels  fimple.  They  ere(5l  a  fquar.e  bnilding  of  poles, 
riQtched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them  fad  together.  The 
crevices  are  plaillered  with  clay  or  the  fliffefl:  earth 
which  can  be  had,  mixed  with  mofs  or  ftraw.  The 
roof  is  either  bark  or  fplit  boards.  The  chimney  a 
pile  of  ftones  ;  within  which  a  fire  is  made  on  the 
ground,  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof  for  the  fmoke 
to  pafs  out.  Another  hole  is  made  in  the  fide  of  the 
houfe  for  a  window,  which  is  occafionally  clofed 
with  a  wooden  fhutter.  In  winter,  a  conflant  fire 
is  kept,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day  ;  and  in  fummer 
it  is  necelFary  to  have  a  continual  fmoke  on  account 
of  the  mufquetos  and  other  infedls  with  which  the 
woods  abound.  The  fame  defence  is  ufed  for  the 
cattle  ;  fmokes  of  leaves  and  brufli  are  made  in  the 
paftures  where  they  feed  by  day,  and  in  the  pens 
where  they  are  folded  by  night.  Ovens  are  built 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  houfes,  of  the  bell  floncs 
which  can  be  found,  cemented  and  plaifcered  v/ith 
clay  or  fliff  earth.  Many  of  thefe  fird  effays  in 
houfekeeping,  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  new  planta- 
tions, w^hich  ferve  to  lodge  whole  families,  till  their 
induilry  can  furnifh  them  with  materials,  for  a  inore 
regular  and  comfortable  houfe  ;  and  till  their  land 
is  fo  well  cleared  as  that  a  proper  fituation  for  it  can 
be  chofen.  By  thefe  methods  of  living,  the  people 
are  familiarifed  to  hardlhips  ;  their  children  are 
early  ufed  to  coarfe  food  and  hard  lodging  ;  and  to 
be  without  flioes  in  all  feafons  of  the  year  is  fcarccly 
accounted  a  want.  By  fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  la- 
bour which  accompanies  it,  many  young  men  have 
raifed  up  families,  and  in  a  few  years  have  acquir- 
ed property  fufficient  to  render  themfelves  inde- 
pendent freeholders  ;  and  they   feel  all   the  pride 
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and  importance  which  arife  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
having  well  earned  their  eftates. 

They  have  alfo  been  accuilomed  to  hear  their  par- 
ents rehite  the  dangers  and  hardships,  the  fcenes  of 
blood  and  defolation  through  which  they  and  their 
ancellors  have  palled  ;  and  they  have  an  ambition 
to  emulate  their  hardy  virtues.  New-Hampfliire 
may  therefore  be  confidercd  as  a  nurlery  of  ftern 
heroifm  •  producing  men  of  iirmnefs  and  valor  ; 
who  can  traverfe  mountains  and  deferts,  encounter 
hardihips,  and  face  an  enemy  without  terror.  Their 
martial  ibirit  needs  only  opportunity  to  draw  it  into 
adtion  ;  and  when  properly  tranied  to  regular  mili- 
tary duty,  and  commanded  by  oiEcers  in  whom  they 
can  place  confidence,  they  form  a  militia  fuUj  equal 
to  the  defence  of  their  country. 

They  are  alfo.  very  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  edge 
tools,  and  in  applying  mechanical  powers  to  the  el- 
evation and  rea:ioval  of  heavy  bodies.  In  the  man- 
^gernent  of  cattle  they  are  excelled  by  none.  Moft 
of  their  labor  is  performed  by  the  help  of  oxen  j 
horfes  are  ieldom  employed  in  the  team  ;  but  are 
iifed  cliieliy  in  the  faddle,  or  in  the  winter  feafon, 
in  ileighs. 

Land  being  eafily  obtained, '  and  labour  of  every 
kind  being  familiar,  there  is  great  encouragement 
to  population.  A  good  hulbandman,  with  the  fav- 
ings  of  a  few  years,  can  puichafe  new  la.nd  enough 
to  give  his  elder  fons  a  lettlement,  and  aflift  them 
ii^  clearing  a  lot  and  bviilding  a  hut ;  after  which 
they  foon  learn  to  fupport  themfelves.  The  home- 
flead  is  generally  given  to  the  youngefl;  fon,  who 
provides  for  his  parents,  when  age  or  infirmity  in- 
capacitates them  for  labour.  An  unmarried  man  of 
thirty  years  old  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  our  coun- 
try towns.     The  women  are  grandmothers  at  forty, 
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and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  mother  and  daughter 
CO  have  each  a  child  at  the  breali,  at  the  fame  time  ; 
nor  for  a  father,  fon  and  grandfon,  to  be  at  work 
together  in  the  fame  field.  Thus  population  and 
cultivation  proceed  together,  and  a  vigorous  race  of 
inhabitants  grows  up,  on  a  foil,  which  labor  vies 
with  nature  to  render  producStive. 

Thofe  perfons,  who  attend  chiefly  to  hufbandry, 
are  the  mod  thriving  and  fubftantial.  Thofe  who 
make  the  getting  of  lumber  their  principal  bufinefs, 
generally  work  iiard  for  little  profit.  This  kind  of 
employment  interferes  too  much  with  hufbandry. 
The  beit  feafon  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fpring,  when 
the  rivers  are  high  ;  this  is  also  the  time  for  plough- 
ing and  planting.  He  who  works  in  the  faw-mill 
at  that  time,  mull  buy  his  bread  and  clothing,  and 
the  hay  for  his  cattle,  with  his  lumber  ;  and  he  gen- 
erally anticipates  the  profit  of  his  labor.  Long  cred-- 
it  is  a  difadvantage  to  him  ;  and  the  too  free  indul- 
gence of  fpiritous  liquor,  to  which  this  clafs  of  peo- 
ple are  much  addicted,  hurts  their  health,  their  mor- 
als and  their  intereft.  They  are  always  in  debt, 
and  frequently  at  law.  Their  families  are  ill  pro- 
vided with  neceffaries,  and  their  children  are  with- 
out education  or  morals.  When  a  man  makes  huf- 
bandry  his  principal  employment,  and  attends  tq 
lumber  only  at  feafons  of  leifure  ;  and  can  afford 
to  keep  it  for  a  market,  and  be  his  own  fadlor,  then 
it  becomes  profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other  gen- 
erally goes  into  the  hands  of  the  trader,  who  fup- 
plies  him  with  neceffaries  at  an  advanced  price,  and 
keeps  him  in  a  flate  of  dependance. 

Where  hulbandry  is  the  employment  of  the  men, 
domeftic  manufacflures  are  carried  on  by  the  wo- 
men. They  fpin  and  weave  their  own  flax  and 
wool ;  and  their  families  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their 
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own  making.  The  people  of  Londonderry,  and  the 
towns  which  are  made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  at- 
tend largely  to  the  manufacture  of  linen  cloth  ancj. 
thread,  and  make  great  quantities  for  fale.  Thefe 
people  are  induilrious,  frugal  and  hofpitable.  The 
men  are  fanguine  and  robuft.  The  women  are  of 
lively  difpohtions,  and  the  native  white  and  red 
complexion  of  Ireland  is  not  loft  in  New-Hamp- 
lliire.  *  The  town  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  its 
*  wealth  and  confequence.'* 

The  people  of  New-Hampfhire,  in  general,  are 
induilrious,  and  allow  themfelves  very  little  time 
for  diveriion.  One  who  indulges  himfelf  in  idle- 
nefs  and  play,  is  ftigmatifed  according  to  his  demer- 
it. At  military  mufters,  at  Judicial  Courts,  at  the 
railing  of  houfes,  at  the  launching  of  iliips,  and  at  the 
ordination  of  Miniflers,  which  are  feafons  of  pub- 
lic concourfe,  the  young  people  amufe  themfelves 
with  dancing.  In  fome  towns  they  have  a  prac- 
tice, at  Glirlflmafs  of  flaooting  gceie  for  wagers  ; 
and  on  many  other  occasions,  the  diverlion  of  firing 
at  marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an  excellent  ef- 
f^fl  in  forming  young  men  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of 
r^rins.  The  time  of  gathering  the  Indian  corn  is 
always  a  {Qa.ron  of  feftivity.  The  ears  are  gathered 
and  brought  home  by  day  ;  and  in  the  evening  a 
coupany  of  neighbours  join  in  huildng  them,  and 
conclude  their  labour  with  a  fupper  and  a  dance. 
In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regular  aflemblies 
for  d  lacing  ;  and  fometimes  theatrical  entertain- 
ments have  been  given  by  the  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies.  In  Portfmouth,  there  is  as  much  ele- 
gance and  politenefs  of  manners,  as  in  any  of  the 
capital   towns  of  New-England.     It  is  often  yifite4 

•*'  MS.  lettsr  of  the  R.ev.  William  Morrison  of  Londondarry. 
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by  Grangers,  who  always  meet  with  a  friendly  and 
hofpitable  reception. 

The  free  indulgence  of  fpiritous  liquors,  has 
been,  and  is  now,  one  of  the  greateft  faults  of  ma- 
ny of  the  people  of  New-Hampihire  ;  efpecially  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its 
branches,  and  wherever  the  bufinefs  of  getting  lum- 
ber forms  the  principal  employment  of  the  people. 
If  the  reader  is  curious  to  form  an  eflimate  of  the 
quantity  of  diftilled  fpirits  confum^ed  in  the  State, 
he  may  fatisfy  himfelf,  partly  by  infpecling  the 
Table  of  importation  ;  partly  by  inquiring  the  num- 
ber of  barrels  of  rum  manufadlured  at  the  only  dif^ 
til  houfe  in  the  State  ;  partly  by  confidering  the 
quantity  tranfported  by  land  from  the  diiTerent  fea- 
ports  of  MafTachufetts,  and  partly  by  knowing  *  the 
^  alloivance  which  is  ufually  given  to  labouring  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Pafcataqua  ; 
and  which  is  obflinately  perfilled  in,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  remonftrances  and  endeavours  of  fome 
worthy  characfters  to  abolifli  it. 

In  travelling  up  the  country  it  affords  pleafure  to 
obferve  the  various  articles  of  produce  and  manu- 
fadlure  coming  to  market  ;  but  in  travelling  down 
the  country,  it  is  equally  difguftful  to  meet  the 
fame  teams  returning,  loaded  with  calks  of  rum, 
along  with  flfli,  fait,  and  other  neceffary  articles. 

Before  the  Revolution  it  was  cuflomary  to  give 
drams  at  funerals,  and  in  fome  towns  to  repeat  the 
baneful  dofe  two  or  three  times.  During  the  war, 
a  fcarcity  of  materials  gave  opportunity  to  put  a 
check  on  this  pernicious  pradlice.  It  is  now  lefs 
common  in  mofl  places,  and  in  fome  it  is  wholly 
difufed. 

Among  hufbandmen,  cyder  is  their  common 
drink.    Malt  liquor  is  not  fo  frequent  as  its  whole- 


200  HISTORY    OF 

fomenefs  deferves  ;  and  as  the  facility  with  which 
barley  and  hops  may  be  raifed,  feems  to  require. 
In  fome  of  the  new  towns  a  liquor  is  made  of 
fpruce  twigs,  boiled  in  maple  fap,  which  is  ex- 
tremely pleafant.  But  after  all,  there  are  no  per- 
fons  more  robuft  and  healthy,  than  thofe,  whofe  on- 
ly or  principal  drink  is  the  iimple  element,  with 
which  nature  has  "univerfally  and  bountifully  fup- 
plied  this  happy  land. 
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CHAP.    XVI. 

» 

Co}i^tiluU073j  LavjSf  Rcviuuc^  and  JSlUliia. 

1  HE  form  of  government,  eftabliflied 
in  1784,  is  founded  on  thefe  two  grand  principles, 
viz.  1.  That  '  the  people  have  the  fole  and  exclu- 
'  five  right  of  governing  themfelves,  as  a  free,  fov- 
'  ereign  and  independent  State  ;  exercifing  and  en- 
'  joying  every  power,  jurifditlion  and  right  pertain- 

*  ing  thereto,  which  is  not,  or  may  not  hereafter  be 
'  by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the   United  States 

*  of  America,  in  Congrefs  aflembled.'  And  2.  That 
'  the  three  elFential  pov/ers  of  government,  the  le- 
'  giflative,  executive  and  judicial  ought  to  be  kept  as 

*  feparate  from,  and  independent  of  each  other,  as 
'  the  nature  of  a  free  government  will  admit ;  or  as 
'  is  confiilent  with  that  chain  of  connexion  which 
'  binds  the  whole  fabric' 

The  rights  of  the  people  are  particularly  declared 
in  thirty-eight  articles  prefixed  to  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment. The  objedls  of  this  declaration  are  per- 
fonal  freedom,  the  fecurity  of  property,  and  the 
peace  and  order  of  human  fociety. 

By  this  conftitution,  the  legiflatwe  power  is  vefled 
in  a  General  Court,  confiding  of  a  Senate  and 
houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  each  of  which  has  a  nega- 
tive upon  the  other.  The  Senate  confifts  of  twelve 
perfons  chofen  by  the  feveral  counties  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportions  ;  five  for  Rockingham  ;  two  for 
Strafford  ;  two  for  Hillfborough  ;  tv/o  for  Chefliire  ; 
and  one  for  Grafton.  But  the  General  Court  may- 
divide  the  State  into  different  diflridls,  and  affign 
the  number  of  Senators,  in  proportion  to  the  public 
taxes,  paid  by  each  diftridL     The  Senate,  therefore. 
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may  be  conddered  as  reprefentingtlie^ro^^r/)'of  the 
State. 

The  qualifications  of  a  Senator  are  thefe.  He 
mud  be  thirty  years  of  age  ;  he  niufl  have  been 
refident  in  the  State  for  feyen  years  ;  and  at  the 
time  of  his- election,  muft  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
diftri(5l  for  which  he  is  chofen  ;  he  muft  polTefs  in 
his  own  right,  a  freehold  of  two  hundred  pounds 
value,  within  the  State,  and  he  muft  be  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion. 

The  number  of  thehoufe  of  Representatives 
is  not  limited  ;  but  the  principles  on  which  it  is  pro- 
felFedly  regulated,  ?iX^ population  and  equality.  Every 
town  containing  150  rateable  poles  of  twenty -one 
years  of  age,  may  elecfl  one  reprefentative.  Every 
town  containing  450  may  clioofe  two  ;  the  mean 
increafing  number  for  every  reprefentative  being 
300.  This  proportion  is  faid  to  be  '  as  equal  as 
circumftanccs  will  admit.'  Tovvns  Vvdiich  have  lefs 
than  150  polls,  are  generally  ciailed  for  the  choice 
of  a  reprefentative. 

The  qualifications  of  a  reprefentative  are  two 
years'  habitancy  :  an  eftate  of  £iC0,  one  half  of 
which  is  a  freehold  in  the  town  he  reprefents  ; 
a6lual  relidence  within  the  fame,  and  a  profeflion 
of  the  proteftant  religion. 

Money  bills  originate  in  the  houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatlves  ;  but  may  be  amended  by  tlie  Senate.  Im- 
peachments are  made  by  the  houfe,  and  tried  by 
the  Senate.  The  Journals  of  both  houfes  are  print- 
ed ;  and  upon  the  motion  of  any  one  member,  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  any  queftion  are  taken  and  enter- 
ed on  the  jovirnals. 

The  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  President  and 

Council.     The  President  is  annually  eleded  by 

the  people  in  the  fame   town-meetings  where  the 

.Senators  and   Ileprefentatives  are   chofeu  ^  but  if 
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tliere  be  not  a  majority  in  favour  of  one  perfon,  the 
ele(5lion  is  made  by  the  General  Court.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  nominate  two  out  of  the  perfons  who 
have  the  hlghefl  number  of  votes,  of  which  two,  the 
Senate  by  ballot,,  eled:  one  to  be  Prefident  for  the  year. 

The  qualifications  of  the  Prefident  are  thefe.  He 
mufl  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  for  feven 
years  next  preceding  his  election  ;  he  muft  be  thirty 
years  of  age  ;  he  muft  have  an  eftate  of  £500  value, 
one  half  of  which  is  a  freehold  within  the  State, 
and  he  muft  profefs  the  proteftant  religion. 

The  Prefident  of  the  State  is  alfo  Prefident  of  the 
Senate  ;  having  an  equal  vote  in  legiflation  with 
any  other  member,  and  a  cafting  vote  in  cafe  of  an 
equal  divifion. 

The  Council  confifts  of  five  perfons,  of  whom 
two  are  chofen  out  of  the  Senate  and  three  out  of 
the  Reprefentatives,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both 
houfes.  Their  qualifications  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  Senators. 

Reprefentatives  to  Congress  are  chofen  by  the 
inhabitants  in  town  meetings,  and  the  votes  of  each 
town  are  returned  to  the  Secretary's  office  and  laid 
before  the  General  Court.  Thofe  who  have  a 
majority  of  the  votes  are  declared  duly  eledled  ;  but 
if  there  be  a  deficiency,  the  General  Court  make  a 
lift  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  the  higheft  number  of 
votes,  equal  to  double  the  number  wanting  ;  this 
lift  is  fent  to  the  towns,  and  out  of  it  they  make 
the  choice.  The  votes  then  are  returned  as  before  ; 
and  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  have  the  higheft 
number  are  eledled.  If  there  be  an  equality  it  is 
decided  by  the  Secretary,  v^ho  draws  one  of  the 
two  names. 

In  cafe  of  a  vacancy,  in  the  reprefentation  of  th« 
State  in  Congrefs,  the  votes  are  taken  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  returned  to  the  Preficjent  and  Council. 
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By  the  confiitution  of  the  United  States,  the  num- 
ber of  Reprefentatives  to  Congrefs  is  three.  But 
according  to  the  late  cenfus  and  the  determination 
of  Congrefs  that  one  Rcprefentative  fliall  be  chofen 
for  every  30,000  inhabitants,  the  State  at  the  next 
election  will  be  entitled  to  four. 

The  number  of  Electors  for  the  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  is  five  ;  who 
are  chofen  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  to  Congrefs.  The  two  Senators  in  Congrefs 
are  chofen  by  the  General  Court. 

The  Secretary,  Treafurer  and  Commiffary  Gen- 
eral of  the  State,  are  chofen  by  the  General  Court. 
County  Treafurers  and  Recorders  of  deeds,  by  the 
people  in  town  meetings ;  the  votes  are  returned  to 
the  Courts  of  Seilions,  and  the  perfon  who  has  the 
higlieil  number  of  votes  is  declared  elecSled  ;  but  iu 
cafe  of  an  equality,  the  Juilices  prefent  determine 
the  choice.  Clerks  of  courts  are  appointed  by  the 
Juftices,  and  no  clerk  can  be  of  council  to  the  par- 
ties. 

The  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  is  as  follows  : 

'  I,  A  B,  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknow^ledge,  pro- 

*  fefs,  tellify  and  declare,  that  the  State  of  New- 
'  Hampfliire  is  and  of  right  ought  to  be  a  free,  fov- 

*  ereign  and  independent  State  ;  and  do  fv/ear  that 
'  I  will  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  the  fame  ; 
'  and  that  I  will  endeavour  to  defend  it  againfl  all 
'  treacherous  conlpiracies  and  hoftile  attempts  what- 
'  ever.  And  I  do  further  teilify  and  declare  that 
'  no  man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  a  right 
'  to  abfolve  me  from  the  obligation  of  this  oath, 
'  declaration  or  affirmation  ;  and  that  I  do  make 
'  this  acknowledgement,  profeflion,  teflimony  and 
'  declaration,  honeftly  and  truly,  according  to  the 
5  common  acceptation  of  the  foregoing  words,  with- 
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*  out  any  equivocation,  mental  evafion,  or  fecret  ref^ 
'  ervation  whatever.     So  help  me  GOD.' 

The  enacting  ftyle  is  '  By  the  Senate  and  Houfe 
'  of  Reprefentatives  in  General  Court  aflembled.' 
All  indictments  and  informations  conclude  *  againfl 
'  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State.' 

The  feal  of  the  State  is,  a  field  encompaffed  with 
laurels  ;  on  the  field,  a  iliip  on  the  flocks  with 
American  colours  flying,  and  a  pine  tree  fallen.  In 
the  back  ground,  a  rifing  fiin  and  view  of  the  ocean. 
The  legend  round  the  field  is  in  thefe  words  :  6"/- 
g'lllmn  R.elpublic£s  Nco  Hcwton'iaifis^  1784. 

All  Judges,  Sheriffs,  Recorders  of  deeds,  the  At- 
torney and  Commiilary-General,  Secretary,  Treafur- 
er  and  continental  military  officers,  the  Prefident, 
Profeffors  and  Inflruclors  of  colleges,  and  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  are  incapable  of  having  a  feat  in  the  le- 
giflature. 

All  judicial  officers  hold  their  places  during  good 
behaviour ;  but  are  removeable  on  the  addrefs  of 
both  houfes  of  legiflature,  by  the  Prefident,  with 
confent  of  the  Council. 

No  perfon  is  capable  of  holding  more  than  two 
offices  of  profit  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  no  judge  of 
the  fuperior  court  can  hold  any  other  office  than 
that  of  juflice  of  the  peace,  nor  receive  any  penfion 
or  falary  from  any  other  State  or  power  whatever. 

To  preferve  an  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the 
conifitution,  and  to  make  fuch  alterations  as  experi- 
ence may  render  necefTary,  provifion  was  made,  that 
at  the  end  of  feven  years,  a  convention  fliould  bo 
called  to  revife  the  form  of  government.  The  year 
1791  being  the  feventh  year,  a  Convention  was  call- 
ed, and  is  now  fubfifting  by  adjournment.  Any  al- 
teration   which  may  be  propofed  by  them  muft  be 

*  laid  before  the  towns  and  approved  by  two  thirds 
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*  of  the  qualified  voters  prefent,'  before  it  can  be  ef- 
tabliflied. 

TheyW/V/^/ department  confifls  of,  Ifl.  A  Supe- 
rior Courts  in  which  a  Chief  Juftice  prefides,  and 
three  other  Juftices  affift.  This  court  has  cogni- 
lance  of  high  crime's  and  mifdem.eanors.  It  receives 
appeals  from  the  inferior  courts  and  courts  of  pro- 
bate, and  determines  caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and 
alimony.  It  has  two  circuits  in  a  year,  through  the 
feverai  counties.  2d,  An  Inferior  Court  in  each  coun- 
ty, where  civil  adlions  of  a  certain  value  originate  ; 
but  no  crimial  caufes  are  tried.  This  court  has  four 
Juftices,  and  is  holden  four  times  in  a  year.  3d.  A 
Court  of  General  SeJJions  of  the  peace,  holden  in  each 
county  the  fame  week  as  the  inferior  courts.  It  con- 
fifts  of  the  Juilices  of  the  peace  in  the  county.  It 
has  cognifance  of  finaller  crimes  and  breaches  of  the 
peace  ;  and  takes  care  of  various  occafional  and  pru- 
dential matters.  4th.  A  Court  of  Probate  of  wills  in 
each  county  holden  once  in  a  month  by  one  Judge 
ailifted  by  a  Regifter.  This  court  has  cognifance  of 
all  matters  relative  to  the  fettlement  and  defcent  of 
eflates,  teilate  or  inteftate  ;  the  care  of  widows  and 
orphans,  idiots  and  perfons  infane,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  confifcated  eftates. 

Civil  adlions  of  more  than  ten  pounds  value  are 
brought  firft  before  the  Inferior  Courts  ;  irom  the 
judgment  of  which,  either  party  may  appeal  to  the 
Superior  Court  ;  where  a  new  trial  is  had  ;  and  if 
either  party  think  himfelf  aggrieved,  he  may  with- 
in three  years  bring  a  writ  of  review,  and  have 
another  trial  at  the  fam^e  court,  which  is  final. 

In  all  thefe  courts,  causes  are  determined  by  a  ju- 
ry of  twelve  freeholders  ;  who  are  chofen  in  the 
following  manner.  The  Seledlmen  of  the  feverai 
towns  make  a  lift  of  the  names  of  all  perfons  within 
their  limits,  who  in  their  opinion  are  qualified,  and 
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have  an  eftate  of  fifty  pounds  value.  One  third  of 
thefc  names  are  put  into  one  box,  and  two  thirds 
into  another.  Out  of  the  former,  which  is  fuppof- 
ed  to  contain  the  names  of  the  beft  qualified,  are 
drawn  jurors  for  the  fuperior,  out  of  the  other  for 
the  inferior  court.  This  is  done  in  public  town 
meeting,  by  the  town  clerk,  or  one  of  the  feledl- 
men  ;  and  a  fummons  having  been  previoully  fent, 
by  the  conftable,  to  the  perfons  thus  chofen,  their 
names  are  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  court.  Grand 
jurors  are  alfo  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  aflembled 
in  town  meeting.  Before  the  year  1758,  jurors 
were  appointed  by  the  flieriff  according  to  the  cuf- 
torn  in   England. 

In  criminal  caufes,  a  grand  jury  confifting  of  any 
number,  betv/een  twelve  and  twenty-four,  find  a 
bill  of  indidlment  ;  which  is  afterward  tried,  by  a 
petit  jury  of  twelve,  who  muft  be  unanimous  in 
their  verdidl.  In  the  trial  of  criminals,  the  courts 
proceed  with  great  tendernefs.  The  fyftem  of  pe- 
nal laws  is  mild.  Six  oflPences  only  are  capital  ; 
arfon,  burglary,  murder,  robbery,  fodomy,  and  trea- 
fon.  During  the  laft  twenty-five  years,  there  have 
been  no  more  than  two  capital  executions  in  the 
State,  both  of  which  w^ere  for  murder. 

A  collediion  of  the  laws  was  made  and  printed  in 
1771,  to  which  were  prefixed  the  commiflions  of 
Prefident  Cutts^  and  of  the  then  Governor  ;  and  fev- 
eral  acfls  of  Parliament  which  related  to  the  colonies 
were  intermixed.  The  laws  made  after  the  revolu- 
tion were  printed  in  1780.  To  this  edition  was  pre- 
fixed the  temporary  conflitution  during  the  war ; 
and  fubfequent  adls  were  printed  in  a  fimilar  page 
till  the  year  1789,  when  a  new  edition  was  printed 
containing  the  perpetual  laws,  paffed  fince  the  revo- 
lution. To  this  edition  is  prefixed  the  prefent  form 
of  government,  and  bill  of  rights.  Another  and 
snore  perfect  edition  is  now  in  the  prefs. 
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It  is  difficult  for  any  perfon,  but  one  wliofe  pro- 
feffional  bufinefs  leads  him  to  a  pra6lical  acquaint- 
ance with  the  laws,  to  give  a  juft  and  comprehen- 
live  view  of  the  whole  fyftem  ;  difperfed  as  it  is  in 
feveral  books,  and  many  loofe  papers  ;  fome  of 
which  are  confefied  to  be  imperfecl:.  Such  particu- 
lars as  can  be  fuppofed  of  any  importance,  to  per- 
fons  not  refiding  in  the  State,  Ihall  be  briefly  men- 
tioned. The  inhabitants  may  eafily  obtain  more 
exacfl  information. 

Conveyance  of  real  eftate  is  made  by  deeds  figned, 
fealed  and  acknowledged  before  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  county  regifter. 
A  conveyance  is  not  valid  againft  any  other  perfon 
but  the  grantor,  unlefs  it  be  thus  acknowledged  and 
recorded.  Powers  of  Attorney,  by  which  a  convey- 
ance is  made,  and  affidavits  in  perpetuam  rei  me- 
moriam  may  alfo  be  recorded  ;  and  a  copy  from  the 
record  is  legal  evidence. 

Debts^  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  value,  may  be 
recovered  before  a  fingle  juftice  of  the  peace  ;  who 
may  grant  a  rule  to  refer  the  fame  to  perfons  mutu- 
ally chofen,  and  upon  their  award  may  enter  judg- 
ment and  iiilie  execution.  If  a  debtor  confcfs  before 
a  juftice  a  debt  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  a  record 
is  made,  and  execution  is  iilued  or  ftayed  by  con- 
fent  of  the  parties.  Mutual  debts  and  executions 
may  be  fet  offagainfl  each  other,  and  the  balance,  if 
any,  may  be  levied  by  the  ilieriffi  Prifoners  for 
debt  are  allowed  a  chamber  in  the  jailor's  houfe, 
and  liberty  of  the  yard.  They  may  employ  them- 
felves  in  the  bufinefs  of  nail-making,  the  materials 
for  which  are  provided  by  the  county  ;  and  the  la- 
bourer is  allowed  one  fourth  part  of  the  nails 
which  he  makes.  If  he  make  oath  that  he  is  not 
worth  more  than  fix  pounds  and  one  fuit  of  clothes, 


lie  may  be  difcharged  from  confinement ;  but  not 
from  his  obligation  to  the  creditor. 

Criminal  prifoners  may  be  fentenced  by  the 
courts  to  make  nails  ;  which  are  to  be  taken  in  pay- 
ment of  the  fines,  damages  or  cods  to  which  they 
are  by  law  fubjedled  for  their  offences. 

Efiatcs  may  be  devifed  by  will,  attefted  and  fub- 
fcribed  in  the  prefence  of  three  witneffes.  Pofthu- 
mous  children,  and  children  for  whom  no  legacy  is 
devifed  in  the  will  of  the  parent,  have  the  fame 
right  in  the  eftate,  as  if  the  devifor  had  died  intef- 
tate.  Probate  of  wills  muft  be  made  within  thirty 
days  ;  and  executors  mull  give  bond,  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  duty.  Divifion  of  eftates  is  or- 
dered by  the  judge  of  probate,  on  the  application  of 
the  heirs  ;  and  where  an  eftate  lies  in  common  with 
others,  partition  is  made  by  the  fame  authority. 

EJIates  ifitejiate  defcend  in  equal  fhares,  to  children 
or  their  legal  reprefentatives,  and  the  dower  to  wid- 
ows. Perlbnal  eftate  is  liable  for  debts  ;  and,  if 
infufEcient,  real  eftate  is  alfo  chargeable  ;  provifion 
to  be  lirft  made  for  the  widow  out  of  the  perfonal 
eftate,  by  the  judge.  Adminiftration  is  granted  to 
the  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  or  to  both,  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  judge,  within  thirty  days  after  the  de- 
ceafe  ;  and  if  the  widow  or  next  of  kin  negle(ft  or 
refufe  to  adminifter,  then  letters  of  adminiftration 
may  be  granted,  to  one  or  more  of  the  principal 
creditors,  upon  giving  bond  with  fureties.  The 
judge  alfo  appoints  guardians  for  minors  and  per- 
fons  no?i  compos,  and  reprefentatives  for  abfent  heirs. 

The  hufband  during  his  life  is  heir  to  his  wife  as 
tenant  by  courtefy. 

If  creditors   living  within  the  State  negle(5l  to  ex- 
hibit demands  beyond  two  years,  or  living  without 
the  State,  beyond  three  years,  after  a  will  be  proved 
or  adminiftration  be  taken,  the  debt  is  extinguiihed, 
A  a 
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Executors  and  adminiflrators  are  exempt  froiii 
perfonal  arrefts,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  v/afle  and  embez- 
zlement. 

EJlates  Injolvent  are  difi;ributed  in  average  among 
creditors,  by  commiiTioners  appointed  by  the  judge 
of  probate.  The  reverfion  of  widow's  dower  is  fub- 
je6led  to  the  payment  of  debts  ;  and  may  be  fold  as 
the  reft  of  the  eftate. 

Proprietors  of  La?uis  holden  in  common,  and  un- 
divided, may  agree  upon  methods  of  calling  pro- 
prietary meetings  ;  but  where  no  particular  mode 
hath  been  agreed  on,  the  owners  of  one  fixteenth 
part  of  the  whole  intereft  may  obtain  a  warrant, 
from  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  to  call  a  meeting  ;  which 
warrant  muft  be  printed  in  the  New-Hampfliire  ga- 
zette. The  fliare  of  every  proprietor  is  charged 
with  the  payment  of  any  fums,  voted  at  a  legal 
meeting,  and  of  all  public  taxes.  The  coUecSlors 
have  a  right  to  fell  the  Ihares  for  non  payment ;  re- 
ferving  to  the  proprietor,  liberty  of  redemption^ 
within  two  months. 

Trefpaffers  on  common  lands  are  liable  to  the 
payment  of  heavy  lines,  if  convicfled  on  pofitive 
proof  ;  but  when  circumll  antial  evidence  only  ap- 
pears, they  have  the  liberty  of  clearing  themfelves 
by  oath. 

Partition  of  common  lands  may  be  ordered  by 
the  judge  of  probate  in  the  county  where  the  land 
lies. 

Grants  of  land  cannot  be  forfeited  for  non-per- 
formance of  conditions,  but  by  the  verdidl  of  a  jury, 
after  a  folemn  hearing  in  the  fuperior  court,  at  the 
profecution  of  the  attorney-general.  After  a  verdi6l 
of  forfeiture,  the  judges  have  a  power  of  chancery, 
in  favor  of  individual  grantees. 

The  dimenlions  of  the  different  kinds  oi-Lumhcr 
arc  regulated  by  law.     Surveyors  were  formerly 
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chofen  by  the  towns  ;  but  are  now  appointed  by 
the  Prefident  and  Council,  at  thofe  places  where 
lumber  is  delivered.  The  penalty  for  delivering  or 
receiving  lumber  without  a  furvey,  is  a  forfeiture  of 
one  fourth  part. 

Marriages  were  formerly  folemnifed,  by  virtue 
either  of  a  publifliment,  or  of  a  licence  from  the 
Governor.  The  granting  of  thefe  licences  was  ac- 
counted part  of  the  royal  prerogative  ;  but  this 
pra6lice  ceafed  at  the  revolution.  The  intention 
of  the  parties  is  now  uniformly  publiflied  three 
times,  within  the  towns  where  they  rellde.  Minif- 
ters  of  the  gofpel  and  juftices  of  the  peace  may  per- 
form the  marriage  ceremony,  within  the  limits  of 
the  county.  Any  other  peribn,  prefuming  to  do  it, 
is  fubjedled  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds  ;  fav- 
ing  to  the  people  called  Quakers,  their  peculiar  cuf- 
tom.  A  return  of  marriages  is  made  to  the  town- 
clerks,  and  recorded. 

On  the  Sabbath^  all  unnecefTary  travelling,  loiter- 
ing and  indecent  behaviour  are  forbidden,  under 
certain  penalties.  Tything  men  in  the  feveral  towns 
are  to  fee  this  law  executed. 

Slavery  is  not  prohibited  by  any  exprefs  law.  Ne- 
groes were  never  very  numerous  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  Some  of  them  purchafed  their  freedom,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  by  ferving  three  years  in  the  ar- 
my. Others  have  been  made  free  by  the  juflice  and 
humanity  of  their  maflers.  In  MafTachufetts,  they 
are  all  accounted  free,  by  the  firft  article  in  the  de- 
claration of  rights.  '  All  men  are  born  free  and 
*  equal.'  In  the  bill  of  rights  of  New-Hampfliire, 
the  firft  article  is  expreffed  in  thefe  words,  '  All  men 
'  are  born  equally  free  and  independent  ;'  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  moft  perfons,  will  bear  the  fame 
conftrucjtion.  But  others  have  deduced  from  it  this 
inference,  that  all  who  are  borti^  fince  the  conJiiHitioTk 
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'Was  made^  are  free  ;  and  that  thofe  who  were  in 
flavery  before,  remain  fo  flilL  For  this  reafon,  iu 
the  late  cenfus,  the  blacks,  in  New-Hampfliire,  are 
didinguifhed  into  free  and  ilaves.  It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  apologife  lor  this  inconfiftency.  Howev- 
er, the  condition  of  moll  of  thofe  who  are  called 
flaves,  is  preferable  to  that  of  many  who  are  free  in 
the  neighbouring  State.  They  are  better  provided 
with  neceilaries  ;  their  labour  is  not  more  fevere 
than  that  of  the  white  people  in  general  ;  and  they 
are  equally  under  the  proteclion  of  tlie  law/'^ 

Slitting  and  rolling  mills  for  iron,  linfeed  oil  mills, 
and  fail  cloth  manufaClories,  are  exempted  from 
taxes  for  ten  years. 

Flax- feed  is  put  up  in  caiks  of  {qvqys.  buftiels,  or 
three  builiels  and  a  half.  Infpectors  of  flax-feed, 
and  of  pot  and  pearl-aflies,  are  appointed  by  the 
prefident  and  council,  who  are  to  examine  the  con- 
tents of  each  cafli,  and  brand  it  for  exportation. 

Every  townlhiip  in  New-IIampfhire  is  a  di{lin6l 
corporation,  having  a  power  of  chooling  all  town  of- 
ficers, which  are  nan\ed  in  the  laws,  and  of  railing 
money  by  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  miniflers,  fchools, 
bridges,  highways,  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and 
other  public  purpofes.  Three  or  five  Selccime?i  are 
annually  chofen  in  each  town,  who  are  entrufted 
with  its  general  concerns,  and  are  commonly  flyled 
Fathers  of  the  foivn^  a  name  expreffive  of  their  pru- 
dential charadler,  and  of  the  confidence  which  is  re- 
pofed  in  them  by  the  people. 

Before  the  aiTumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the 
Congrefs,  the  public  revenue  of  the  State  arofe  from 
three  fources  ;  an  impolt,  an  excife,  and  a  tax  upon 

*  By  a  law  imade  in  the  4tli  of  George  I.  and  still  in  force,  it  is  enncted  ;  '  that  if 
'  any  man  smite  out  the  eye  or  tooth  of  his  rmn  servant  or  maid  servant,  or  otherwise 
^  maim  and  disfigure  tliem,  he  shall  let  him  or  her  go  free  from  his  service  ;  and  shall  al- 
'  low  such  lurther  recompense  as  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  adjudge.  Also,  tliat 
*  'jf  anj  persoii  kill  his  Ijidiaii  os;  ne^To  servant,  he  shall  be  punijhed  with  death.* 
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polls  and  eftates.  Since  the  alTumptlon,  the  two  for- 
mer are  Itn^ied  by  the  General  :pvernment  through- 
out the  luiioii.  The  lliin  aiiowed  to  be  received  in 
the  certificates  of  New-Hampiliire,  is  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars.  If  this  whole  fam  be  fubfcribed, 
the  doincflic  debt  of  the  State  will  be  reduced  to  a 
trifle  ;  but  vvhcther  New-Hampfhire  be  a  debtor  or 
a  creditor  State,  cannot  be  known  till  a  final  adjufl-r 
ment  of  the  public  accounts  be  made,  by  the  com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  Congrefs. 

Taxation  by  polls  and  eftaces,  is  conducted  in  the 
following  manner.  Once  in  feveral  years,  an  a(^ 
is  palled  by  the  General  Court,  fpecifying  the  pro- 
portion which  each  town,  iliall  pay  to  one  thou- 
fand pounds.  When  any  fum  is  voted  for  a  State 
tax,  each  town  immediately  knows  its  proportion, 
and  a  warrant  is  ilfued  from  the  treafurer  to  the  fe- 
ledlmen  to  levy  it.  They  then  proceed  to  tax  eve- 
ry inhabitant,  by  an  invoice  of  rateable  eftate,  which 
is  taken  annually  in  the  month  of  April. 

In  this  invoice,  every  male  poll  between  eighteen 
and  ieventy  years  of  age,  is  efti  mated  at  ten  {hil- 
lings. The  feveral  kinds  of  rateable  eflate,  are  efU- 
niated  as  follows,  viz. 

Horfes  and  oxen  of  five  years  old  at      %f. 
Cows  of  five  years  old  ^f, 

Horfes  and  cattle  of  four  years  1/B 

Ditto  of  three  years  \f. 

Ditto  of  two  years  Qct. 

Orchard  land  per  acre  1/S 

Arable     ditto  \f. 

Mowing  ditto  \f. 

Failure     ditto  Bd, 

Mills,  wharves  and  ferries  at  one  twelfth  part  of 
the  neat  yearly  income.  All  other  buildings,  and 
all  uncultivated  land  at  half  of  one  per.  cent,  of  the 
real  value. 
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Stock  in  trade  accordine:  to  its  real  value. 
Money   at  intereft,  at  three  fourths  of  one  per 
cent. 

If  any  perfon  refufe  to  give  an  invoice  of  his  rate- 
able eflate,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  feledlmen  '  to 

*  fet  down  to  fuch  perfon  as  much  as  they  judge 

*  equitable,  by  way  of  doomage ;  from  which  there  is 

*  no  appeal.' 

County  taxes  are  laid  by  the  juflices  of  the  quar- 
ter feilion,  and  the  county  treafurer  ilTues  his  war- 
rant to  each  town,  fpecifying  its  proportion. 

Town  taxes  are  either  voted  by  the  inhabitants  in 
town  meetings,  or  laid  by  the  felecSlmen,  at  their  dif- 
cretion. 

Every  town  choofes  one  or  more  colledlors,  to 
whom  the  feveral  tax  bills  are  committed,  with  fuf- 
licient  warrant  to  take  property  by  diftraint,  or  com- 
mit delinquents  to  prifon. 

The  State  tax  for  the  year  1790,  amounted  to 
^1050,  of  which  the  feveral  counties  paid  the  fol- 
lowing proportions. 
Rocklagham 
Strafford 
Hillfborough 
Chefhire 
Grafton 
Locations 


^y  the  conftitution,  the  Prefident  is  captain  gen- 
eral and  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia.  In  his 
military  chara6ler  he  adts  without  the  advice  of  the 
executive  council,  excepting  wdien  he  grants  com- 
n;iiilions  for  executing  martial  law. 

The  Prefident  and  Council  appoint  general  and 
iield  officers  qf  the  militia.  Major  Generals  appoint 
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their  Aids,  and  Brigadiers  their  Majors  of  brigade* 
Field  officers  recommend  Captains  and  fubalterns 
to  the  Prefident,  from  whom  they  receive  their  com- 
millions.  Commanding  officers  of  regiments  con- 
flitute  Adjutants  and  Ouarter-mafters  ;  Captains 
and  fubalterns  appoint  their  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cers. 

All  able  bodied  men  from  fixteen  to  forty  years 
of  age,  are  enrolled  in  the  training  band  ;  excepting 
members  of  Congrefs  and  the  legiflatiire  ;  civil  offi- 
cers ;  clergymen  ;  deacons  ;  church  wardens  ;  in- 
flrutftors,  graduates  and  ftudents  of  colleges  and 
academies  ;  fchoolmaftcrs  ;  quakers  ;  feledlmen  ; 
commiffioned  officers  and  non-commiffioned  officers 
of  more  than  thirty-five  years  of  age  ;  ffiip  mailers  ; 
phyficians  and  furgeons  ;  ferrymen  ;  millers  ;  In- 
dians, negroes  and  mulattoes. 

Each  regiment  has  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  and  two  m^ajors.  Each  company  confifls  as 
nearly  as  may  be  of  fixty-eight  rank  and  file  ;  com- 
manded by  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  one 
enfign. 

Men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  from  forty  to  fixty 
years  of  age,  and  who  are  exeinpted  from  the  train- 
ing band,  are  called  the  alarm  lift  ;  excepting  mem- 
bers of  Congrefs,  and  the  legillature,  clergymen,  of- 
ficers and  {Indents  of  colleges  and  academies,  quak- 
ers, ferrymen,  indians,  negroes  and  mulattoes.  Thefe 
arc  formed  into  companies  ;  the  officers  are  eledled 
by  the  companies,  and  have  the  rank  of  field  offi- 
cers. 

By  the  militia  law,  every  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cer and  private,  both  of  the  alarm  lift  and  training 
band,  is  to  have  in  readinefs  a  mufquet  and  bayonet, 
with  all  the  neceffary  appendages,  accoutrement* 
and  ammunition,  fuitable  for  a  marching  foldier. 
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The  training  band  is  to  be  muflered  four  times,  apd 
the  alarm  lift  twice  in  a  year. 

Courts  martial  are  inftituted  for  the  trial  of  dlfo- 
bedience  and  other  offences.  In  time  of  invaiion  or 
of  war,  draughts  are  made  from  the  militia,  unlefs  a 
fufEcient  number  appear  as  volunteers,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe.  The  forces  when  drawn  into  ac- 
tual fervice  are  fubje(!^ed  to  the  regulations  of  the 
late  continental  army. 

The  militia  at  prefent  is  formed  into  twenty- five 
regiments  of  infantry,  which  are  divided  into  five 
brigades  ;  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  which  make 
another  brigade  ;  one  independent  corps  of  light 
horfe  ;  and  one  regiment  of  artillery. 

The  ftaffconfifts  of  one  captain-general,  two  ma- 
jor-generals ;  fix  brigadier-generals  ;  one  adjutant- 
general,  and  one  commilfary-general. 

The  forces  of  the  State  are  computed  as  follows  : 

Twenty-five  regiments  of  training  band?  ,q^-x 
at  750  each  ji»/^u 

Total  of  the  alarm  lift  7500 

Three  regiments,  and  one  independent  7    -.  ^^^ 

corps  of  cavalry  J 
One  regiment  of  artillery  300 

Total     27550 
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CHAP.    XVIL 

Educallon,  Literature,  Rcligmt, 

IHE  old  laws  of  New-Hampfliire  re* 
quired  every  town  of  one  hundred  families  to  keep 
a  grammar  fchool ;  by    which  was  meant  a  fchool 
in  which  the  learned    languages  Ihould    be  taught, 
and  youth  might  be  prepared  for   admiffion  to  a 
univerfity.  The  fame  preceptor  was  obliged  to  teach 
reading,  writing   and  arithmetic  ;  unlefs  the  town 
were    of  fufficient   ability    to   keep  two    or  more 
fchools,  one  of  which  was  called  a  grammar  fchool 
by  way  of  diilincflion.     Formerly,  when  there  were 
but  few  towns,  much  better  care  was   taken  to  ob- 
ferve  the  law  concerning  fchools  than  after  the  fet- 
tlements  were  multiplied  ;  but  there  never  was  uni- 
form   attention  paid  to  this  important   matter  in 
all  places.      Some    towns    were    diftinguifhed  for 
their    carefulnefs,     and    others    for    their    negli- 
gence.     When  the   leading  men  in  a  town  were 
themfelves  perfons  of  knowledge  and  wifdom,  they 
ivould  provide   the  means  of  inflruclion  for  chil- 
dren ;  but  where  the  cafe  was  otherwife,  methods 
v^rere  found  to  evade  the  law.   The  ufual  way  of  do- 
ing this,  was  to  engage  fome  perfon  to  keep  a  fchool, 
for  a  few  weeks  before  the  court  term,   and  difcon- 
tinue  it  foon  after.     It  was  the  interefl  of  ignorant 
and  unprincipled  men,  to  difcourage  literature ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  detract  from  their  importance,  and 
expofe  them  to  contempt.     The  people  in  fome  pla- 
ces, being  thus   miiled,  thought   it  better  to  keep 
their  children  at  work,  than  provide  fchools  for  their 
inftrudion. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records,  as 
far  back  as  the  year  1722,  juft  at  the  beginning  of 
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an  Indian  war  ;  tliat  the  frontier  towns  petitioned 
the  aficmbly,  for  a  ipecial  ad:  to  exempt  them  ironci 
the  obhgation  to  maintain  a  grammar  fchool,  dur- 
ing the  war.  The  indulgence  was  granted  them, 
but  only  on  this  condition,  '  that  they  fnould  keep 
a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,'  to 
which  all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In 
later  tim^es  the  condu6l  of  the  fame  towns  has  been 
very  different.  During  the  late  war  with  Britain, 
not  only  thofe,  but  many  other  towns,  large  and  op- 
ulent, and  far  removed  from  any  danger  by  the  en- 
emy, were,  for  a  great  part  of  the  time,  defiitute  of 
any  public  frhools  ;  not  only  without  applying  to 
the  legiilature  for  permiffion  ;  but  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  requirements  of  law,  and  notwithflanding 
courts  of  juflice  v\^ere  frequently  holden,  and  grand 
jurors  folemnly  fworn  and  .charged  to  prefent  all 
breaches  of  law,  and  the  want  of  fchools  in  partic- 
ular. This  negligence  was  one  among  many  evi- 
dences of  a  a  moif  unhappy  proftration  of  morals 
during  that  period.  It  afforded  a  melancholy  prof- 
peel  to  the  friends  of  fcience,  and  of  virtue ;  and 
excited  fome  generous  and  philanthropic  perfons  to 
devife  other  methods  of  education. 

Among  thefe  the  Honourable  John  Phillips, Efq. 
of  Exeter,  was  the  firil  to  diili.jguifli  himfelf,  by 
founding  and  endowing  a  feminary  of  learning  in 
that  town  ;  which,  in  the  year  1781,  was  by  an  acft 
of  affembly  incorporated  by  the  name  of  '  Phillips's 
'  Exeter  academy.'  It  is  placed  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  a  board  of  truftees  j  and  is  governed  by  a 
preceptor  and  an  ailiilant.  In  this  academy  are 
taught  the  learned  languages,  the  principles  of  ge- 
ography, aflronomy,  mathematics,  and  logic  ;  be- 
fides  writing,  muiic,  compoiition  and  oratory.  Par- 
ticular attention  is  given  to  the  morals  of  the  flu- 
dents  and  theii'  inflrudion  in.  the  principles  of  na&- 
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ural  and  revealed  religion,  and  the  exercifes  of  pie- 
ty and  virtue.  The  fund  belonging  to  this  infli- 
tucio'i,  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thoufand  pounds. 
About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in  lands,  is 
at  prelent  unproductive  ;  but  the  adlual  income 
amounts  to  ;C180  per  annum. 

The  appropriations  are  as  follows. 

To  the  fupport  of  a  preceptor  £lS3     6  8 

ditto  of  an  alfiilant  70 

Intended  for  a  profeifor  of  divinity         JS3     6  S 
To  the  maintenance  of  indigent 

fcholars  120 


£4:56  13  4 


The  firll:  preceptor  was  Mr.  William  Woodbridge. 

The  prefent  preceptor  is  Mr.  Abbot. 

In  the  following  table  the  number  of  fcholars  be- 
longing to  this  academy  in  each  of  the  four  laft 
years  is  noted  in  the  fecond  column  ;  and  of  them, 
the  number  whofe  parents  refide  in  Exeter  is  noted 
in  the  third  column. 

Years,     No,  of  Students.     Refidents  in  Exeter^ 

1787  24  14 

1788  30  14 

1789  50  27 

1790  BS  29 

It  has  been  thought  by  fome,  that  the  tendency 
of  fuch  infhitutions  is  to  difcourage  Grammar 
Schools  in  their  vicinity.  In  fupport  of  this  fenti- 
ment  it  is  alleged  that  before  this  academy  was 
founded,  the  town  of  Exeter  fupported  two  gram- 
mar fchools  ;  and  that  now  it  fupports  but  one.  In 
anfwer  to  this  argument  it  is  obferved,  that  though 
one  grammar  fchool  is  difcontinued,  yet  its  place  is 
fuppiied  by  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arith- 
metic ;  and  there  have  been,  during  the  laft  and 
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prefent  year,  fix  fchools  kept  in  the  mofl  populous 
part  of  that  town,  for  the  inftrudlion  of  fmall  chil- 
dren, belides  thofe  which  are  fupported  in  the  ex- 
treme parts.  In  addition  to  this  obfervation  it  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  the  academy  was  firft  infli- 
tuted,  at  a  time,  when  there  was  a  general  negledl  of 
town  fchools  in  many  places  ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  this  and  other  iimilar  inftitutions,  the  negle(5l 
might  have  increafed  by  infeniible  degrees,  till  ig- 
norance had  overfpread  the  country. 

Since  the  euiabliiliment  of  this  academy  feveral 
others  have  been  erecfled.  One  of  which  is  at  New- 
Ipfwich.  It  v/as  incorporated  in  1789.  Its  fund  i& 
about  one  thoufand  pounds.  The  number  of  ftu- 
dents  is  generally  betvtreen  forty  and  fifty.  The 
price  of  tuition  is  one  fiiillingper  week  and  of  board- 
ing five  ihillings.  The  preceptor  is  Mr.  John  Hub- 
bard. This  acadeQiy  is  fo  far  from  difcouraging 
town  fchools,  that  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
is  annually  raifed  in  the  fame  town  for  that  purpofe. 

There  is  another  academy  at  Atkinfon,  founded 
by  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Peabody  Efq. 
and  incorporated  by  the  General  Court  in  the  year 
1790.  The  preceptor  has  been  chiefiy  fupported 
by  Mr.  Peabody,  and  he  has  endowed  the  academy 
with  a  donation  of  one  thoufand  acres  of  land. 

Similar  inftitutions  have  been  begun  at  Amherfl, 
at  Charleftown  and  at  Concord  ;  which  though  at 
prefent  in  a  ftate  of  infancy,  yet  afford  a  pleafing 
profpedl  of  the  increafe  of  literature  in  various  parts 
of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  made  which  enforces  the 
maintenance  of  fchools  by  a  peculiar  fan(5lion  ;  the 
feledluien  of  the  feveral  towns  are  liable  to  have  the 
fame  fum  diftrained  out  of  their  eftates,  which  would 
be  fufficient  to  fupport  a  fchool,  during  the  whole 
time  in  which  they  negledl  to  make  that  provifioa. 
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This  law  is  fo  recent,  that  no  judgment  can  as  yet 
be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  Ihews  hawever  that 
the  legillature  are  attentive  to  this  moil  important 
branch  of  their  duty,  the  education  of  children. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  progrefs  of  fcience, 
focial  libraries  are  eilablifhed  in  feveral  towns  ;  and 
within  the  year  paft  a  medical  fociety  has  been  in- 
corporated by  an  adl  of  alfembly.  The  Prefident  of 
the  State  being  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  is  at  the 
head  of  this  fociety. 

By  an  article  in  the  conftitution  of  the  State  it  is 
declared  to  be  '  the  duty  of  legiflators  and  magif- 
'  trates,  to  cheriili  the  interefl  of  literature  and  the 

*  fciences,  and  all  feminaries  and  public  fchools  ;  to 
'  encourage  private  and  public  inflitutions,  rewards 

*  and  immunities  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture, 

*  arts,  fciences,  commerce,  trades,  manufacftures  and 

*  the  natural  hiilory  of  the  country  ;  to  counte- 
'  nance  and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
'  general  benevolence,  public  and  private  charity, 

*  induilry   and  economy,  honefty  and  puncStuality, 

*  fincerity,  fobriety,  and  all  focial  affections,  and 

*  generous  fentiments  among  the  people.'  As  far  as 
public  rulers  conform  to  this  article,  they  promote 
in  the  mod  effectual  manner,  the  true  intereft  and 
profperity  of  their  country. 

Tiae  eftablilhment  of  Dartmouth  College 
in  the  weftern  border  of  the  State,  has  proved 
a  great  benefit  tp  the  new  fettlement3  and  to 
the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont.  During 
the  late  war,  like  all  other  feminaries  of  litera- 
ture, it  lay  under  difcouragement  ;  but  fince  the 
peace,  it  is  in  a  more  flourifliing  fituation. 

Its  landed  intereft  amounts  to  about  eighty  thou- 
fand  acres,  of  which  twelve  hundred  lie  contiguous, 
and  are  capable  of  the  beft  improvement.  Twelve 
thoufand  acres  are  fituate  in  Vermont.     A  tracfb  of 
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eight  miles  fquare  beyond  the  northern  line  of  Stu- 
art town  was  granted  by  the  aifembly  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  in  1789  ;  and  in  the  a6l  by  which  this  grant 
was  made,  '  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  the  State 

*  for  the  time  being  are  incorporated  with  the  truf- 

*  tees  of  the  college,  fo  far  as  to  act  with  them  in 
'  regard  to  the  expenditures  and  application  of  this 

*  grant,  and  of  all  others  which  have  been  or  may 
'  be  hereafter  made  by  New-Hampihire/ 

The  revenue  of  the  college  arifing  from  the  lands, 
amounts  to  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  an- 
num. By  contracts  already  made  it  will  amount 
in  four  years  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  in 
twelve  years  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  The 
income  arifing  from  tuition  money  is  about  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum. 

The  nrft  building  ere6led  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  ftudents  was  a  few  years  fince  burned.  A 
lottery  was  granted  by  the  State  for  raifing  the  funi 
of  feven  hundred  pounds  ;  which  has  been  applied 
to  the  eredtion  of  a  new  building,  much  more  con- 
venient than  the  former.  It  is  conftrucled  of  w^ood, 
and  Hands  in  an  elevated  fituation,  aboat  half  a  mile 
eaftward  of  Connecfticut  river  in  the  townfhip  of 
Hanover  ;  commanding  an  extenfive  and  plealant 
profped;  to  the  well.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide,  and  thirty  fix  feet  high  ; 
and  contains  thirty -fix  chambers  for  ftudents.  The 
number  of  lludents  who  were  graduated  in  the  firfl 
nineteen  years  amounts  to  two  hundi"ed  and  fifty- 
two,  among  whom  were  two  Indians.  In  the  year 
1790  the  number  of  undergraduates  was  about  one 
hundrjd  and  fifty. 

The  iludents  are  divided  into  four  claffes.  The 
freQimen  iludy  the  learned  languages,  the  rules  of 
fpeaking  and  writing,  and  the  elements  of  mathe- 
matics. 
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The  fophomores  attend  to  the  languages,  geogra- 
phy, logic  and  mathematics. 

The  junior  fophifters,  befide  the  languages,  en- 
ter on  natural  and  moral  philofophy  and  compofi- 
tion. 

The  fenior  clafs  compofe  in  Engliili  and  Latin  ; 
fludy  metaphyfics,  the  elements  of  natural  and  po- 
litical law. 

The  books  ufed  by  the  ftudents  are  Lowth's  En- 
gliili Grammar,  Perry's  Dictionary,  Pike's  Arithme- 
tic, Guthrie's  Geography,  Ward's  Mathematics,  At- 
kinfon's  Epitome,  Hammond's  Algebra,  Martin's 
and  Enfield's  Natural  Philofophy,  Fergufon's  Af^ 
tronomy,  Locke's  Effay,  Monteiquieu's  Spirit  of 
Laws,  and  Burlemaqui's  Natural  and  Political  Law. 

Beiides  thefe  ftudies,  lecftures  are  read  to  the  fchol- 
ars  in  theology  and  eccleiiaftical  hiftory. 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafs  once  in  the 
year,  and  thofe  who  are  not  found  qualified  for  their 
ftanding  are  put  into  a  lower  clafs. 

The  annual  commencement  is  held  on  the  fovirth 
Wednefday  in  Augult.  There  are  two  vacations, 
one  following  commencement  and  continuing  fix 
weeks  and  two  days  ;  the  other  beginning  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  February,  ard  continuing  five 
weeks  and  five  days. 

Among  the  benefadlors  to  Dartmouth  College,  the 
following  names  are  confpicuous. 

His  Majefty  George  III.  King  of  Great  Britain* 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

The  late  Countefs  of  Huntingdon. 

The  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  Baron  of  Flafarfwoode. 

The  late  Grand  Penfionary  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands. 

The  late  Governor  Benning  Wentworth. 

The  late  Governor  John  Wentworth. 
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Paul  Wentworth,  Efq.  "| 

Dr.  Rofe,  | 

John  Thornton,  Efq.     [>  of  London^ 

Mr.  Forfyth,  | 

Dr.  Ralph  Griffith,       J 

The  late  Dr.  Franklin, 

John  Adams,  Vice  Prefident  7    r  ,KetTni ted  States 

John  Jay,  Chiei  Juitice         j 

The  Flon.  John  Phillips,  of  Exeter. 

The  late  and  prefent  officers  and  truflees  of  the 

college  are  as  follows  ; 
Prefidents.   1770.     Rev.  Eleazcr  Wheelock,  D.  D* 
died  1779,  iEt.  69. 

1779.     John  Wheelock,  L.  L.  D. 
Proftffor  of  H'lftory,     John  Wheelock,  L.  L.  D. 

of  Mathematics  "dLVidi      7     Beza  Wood- 

Natural  Philofophy,  j    ward  Efq. 

of  Languages  1   ^^^^  ^^^^  g^^.^j^_ 

and  Lw7'arian^  j 

Trufees, 
His  Excellency  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  removed^ 

*  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinfon. 

*  Hon.  Daniel  Pierce. 

Hon.  George  Jaffrey,  reftgiied, 

*  Flon.  Peter  Gilma.n. 

*'  Hon.  William  Pitkin. 

*  Rev.  Benjamin  Pomeroy,  D.  D^ 

*  Rev.  James  Lockwood. 
Rev.  Timothy  Pitkin,  refigned. 
Rev.  John  Smalley,  refgtied, 

*  Rev.  William  Patten. 
Flon.  John  Phillips. 
Beza  Woodward,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  Sherburne,  refigned^ 

Hon,  Eliiha  Paine. 

Rev.  Eden  Boroughs. 

Hon.  Samuel  Phillips,  refgned. 
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Rev.  David  M'Clure. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Huntington,  D.  D.  reftgned. 

Hon»  Simeon  Olcott. 

Rev.  Levi  Hart,  refigncd, 

Hon.  John  Langdon. 

^  Rev.  Sylvanus  Riplev. 

Moles  Fifk,  A.  M. 

*  Rev.  Bulidey  Olcott. 

Hon.  Peter  Olcott. 

Rev.  John  Smith. 

Rev.  Job  Swift. 

An  Alphabetical  TABLE  of  the  Towns  in  each 
County  of  New-Hampfhire, 

With  the  dates  of  their  incorporation  :  The  names  of  the  several  MINIS- 
'J'ERS  of  the  GOSPEL  of  every  denomination,  the  times  of  their  set- 
tlement, death  or  removal,  and  their  age  at  the  time  of  their  death  as 
far  as  either  can  be  ascertained.  Also, 

The  number  of  "people  in  each  town  in  the  years  1775  and  1890.  The 
number  lost  out  of  each  town  in  tlie  late  war,  as  far  as  it  could  be  col- 
lected. The  proportion  which  each  town  pays  to  iC.lOOO  tax.  Tha 
Literary  Academies  in  each  county,  and  &OH)e  historical  »nd  topo- 
graphical remarks. 
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The  principal  denominations  of  clirlftians  in  this 
State  are  five,  viz.  Congrcgationahils,  Preiljyterians, 
Epifcopalians,  Baptifls  and  Quakers.  The  diftin- 
guilhing  characleriftics  of  thefe  are  fo  well  known 
that  a  particular  defcription  is  needlei's  ;*  the  com- 
parative numbers  of  each  may  be  feen  by  an  infpec- 
tion  of  the  preceding  table  ;  ill  which  the  Prciby- 
terians  are  marked  by  the  letter  P.  the  Epifcopali- 
ans by  E.  the  Baptifcs  by  B.  the  Quakers  by  Q. 
Thofe  without  any  mark  are  Congregationalifts  ; 
which  is  the  moil  numerous  denomination  in  this 
as  well  as  in  the  neighbouring  States  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  and  Connedlicut. 

In  the  town  of  Portfmouth  there  is  a  fociety  of 
Sandemanians  and  another  of  Univerfaliils  ;  which 
are  not  noted  in  the  table. 

The  people  in  general  throughout  the  State  are 
profeffors  of  the  chriflian  religion  in  fome  form  or 
Other.  There  is,  however,  a  fort  of  'ivife  vien^  wdio 
pretend  to  reject  it ;  but  they  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  fubilitute  a  better  in  its  place. 

It  has  been  a  common  practice,  in  all  the  grants 
of  towniliips,  which  have  been  made  either  by  the 
Crown  or  the  Mafonian  proprietors,  to  referve  one 
iliare,  equal  to  that  of  any  other  grantee,  for  the  firit 
fettled  miniiter,  as  his  own  right ;  befides  a  parfon- 
age  lot.  This  has  proved  a  great  encouragement 
to  the  fettlement  of  minifters  in  the  new  towns  ; 
and  it  has  been  generally  obferved  that  thofe  towns 
are  the  mod  thriving,  in  which  early  care  has  h^^n 
taken  to  fettle  a  prudent  minifter,  and  ailiil  him  in 
clearing  and  cultivating  his  land. 

In  fome  of  the  new  towns,  where  the  people  are 
not  able  to  fupport  minifters,  it  has  been  ufual  for 
the  clergymen  of  the  elder  towns  to  make  itinerant 

*  For  nn  account  of  these  distinctions  see  a  "  vjcvv  of  ^religions"  by  H.  Adams,  lately 
seprinted  in  Bosson. 
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pxcurfions,  of  feveral  weeks,  to  preach  and  baptize  ; 
whilit  their  places  at  home  have  been  filled,  by  the 
neiuhbonrine:  minifters  in  rotation.  Such  itinera- 
tions  are  always  acceptable,  to  the  fcattered  people 
in  the  wildernefs,  and  ferve  to  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion in  their  families.  By  the  conllitution  of  the 
State  every  denomination  of  chriftians  is  equally 
under  the  protetftion  of  the  lav^r,  and  it  is  exprefsly 
provided,  that  *  no  fubordination  of  any  one  fe(5t 
'  or  d..enomination  to  another,  iliall  ever  be  eftab- 
'  lifhed  by  law.' 

It  is  alfo  claimed  and  allowed  as  a  right  of  the 
people,  to  elecft  and  fupport  their  own  teachers  ;  and 
that  *  no  perfon  of  any  one  particular  religious  fedl 
'  or  denomination  fhall   ever    be  compelled  to  pay 

*  toward  the  fupport  of  the  teachers  of  any  other  fe6t 

*  or  denomination.'  There  is  therefore  as  entire  re- 
ligious liberty  in  New-Kampfhire,  as  any  people 
can  rationally  deiire. 
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CHAP.      XVIII. 

Conclusion.     Hints  of  Advice  on  several  iwporlaiit  Subjects. 

Citizens  of  New-Hampshire, 

HxA.VING  fpent  above  twenty  years  of 
niy  life  with  you,  and  pafTed  through  various  fcenes 
of  peace  and  war  within  that  time  ;  being  perfonal- 
ly  acquainted  with  many  of  you,  both  in  your  pub- 
lic and  private  charadlers  ;  and  having  an  earneil 
deiire  to  promote  your  true  interefl,  I  truft  you  will 
not  think  me  altogether  unqualified  to  give  yon  a 
few  hints  by  way  of  advice.  You  are  certainly  a 
riiing  State  ;  your  numbers  are  rapidly  increafing  ; 
and  your  importance  in  the  political  fcale  will  ho 
augmented,  in  proportion  to  your  improving  the 
natural  advantages  vv^hich  your  fituation  affords  you, 
and  to  your  cultivating  the  intelied:aal  and  moral 
powers  of  yourfelves  and  your  children. 

The  firft  article  on  which  I  would  open  my  mind 
to  you  is  that  of  education.  Nature  has  been  as 
bountiful  to  you  as  to  any  other  people,  in  giving 
your  children  genius  and  capacity  ;  it  is  then  your 
duty  and  your  intereil  to  cultivate  their  capacities 
and  render  them  ferviceable  to  themfelves  and  the 
community.  It  was  the  faying  of  a  great  orator  and 
ftatefman  of  antiquity,*  that  '  the  lofs  which  the 
*  Commonwealth  fuftains,  by  a  want  of  edvication, 
'  is  like  the  lofs  which  the  year  woidd  fuifer  by  the 
'  defcrudion  of  the  ipring.*  If  the  bud  be  blafled 
the  tree  will  yield  no  fruit.  If  the  fpringing  corn 
be  cut  down,  there  will  be  no  harveft.  So  if  the 
youth  be  ruined. through  a  fault  in  their  education^ 

*^  Pekicles  of  Athens. 
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the  community  fullalns  a  lofs  which  cannot  be  re- 
repaired  ;  *  for  it  is  too  late  to  correal  them  when 
*  they  are  fpoiled.'  Notwithflanding  the  care  of 
your  Legillators  in  ena.(?ting  laws,  and  enforcing 
them  by  fevere  penalties  ;  notwithilanding  the  wife 
and  liberal  proviiion  which  is  made  by  fome  towns, 
and  fome  private  gentlemen  in  the  State  ;  yet  there 
is  ftill  in  many  places  '  a  great  and  criminal  negledl 
'  of  education.*  You  are  indeed  in  a  very  confider- 
able  degree  better,  in  this  refpect,  than  in  the  time 
of  the  late  war  ;  but  yet  much  remains  to  be  done. 
Great  care  ought  to  be  taken,  not  only  to  provide  a 
fupport  for  inftrudlors  of  children  and  youth  ;  but 
to  be  attentive  in  the  choice  of  inflrudiors  ;  to  fee 
that  they  be  men  of  good  under  Handing,  learning 
and  morals  ;  that  they  teach  by  their  example  as 
well  as  by  their  precepts  ;  that  they  govern  them- 
felves,  and  teach  their  pupils  the  art  of  felf-govern- 
ment. 

Another  fource  of  improvement  which  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend,  is  the  eftablifliment  of  focial 
libraries.  This  is  the  eaheft,  the  cheapeft  and  moft 
effecflual  m^ode  of  diffufing  knowledge  among  the 
people.  For  the  fum  of  fix  or  eight  dollars  at  once, 
and  a  fmall  annual  payment  befide,  a  man  may  be 
fupplied  with  the  means  oC  literary  improvement, 
during  his  life,  and  his  children  may  inherit  the 
bleihng.  A  few  neighbours  joined  together  in  fet- 
ting  up  a  library,  and  placing  it  under  the  care  of 
fome  fuitable  perfon,  with  a  very  few  regulations, 
to  prevent  careleiFnefs  and  wafte,  may  render  the 
moil  efiential  fervice  to  themfelves  and  to  the  com- 
munity. Books  may  be  much  better  preferved  iii 
this  way,  than  if  they  belonged  to  individuals  ;  and 
there  is  an  advantage  in  the  focial  intercourfe  of 
perfons  v/ho  have  read  the  fame  books,  by  their  con- 
verfing  on  the  fubjccts  which  have  occurred  iii  their 
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reading  and  communicating  their  obfervations  one 
to  another. 

From  tliis  mutual  intercourfe  another  advantage 
may  arife  ;  for  the  perfons  who  are  thus  afTociated 
may  not  only  acquire  but  originate  knowledcre.  By 
fludying  nature  and  the  fciences,  by  praclifing  arts, 
agriculture  and  manufacSLures,  at  the  fiime  time  that 
they  improve  their  minds  in  reading,  they  may  be 
led  to  difcoverics'  and  improvements,  original  and 
beneficial  ;  and  being  already  formed  into  fociety, 
they  may  difFufe  their  knov^rledge,  ripen  their  plans,' 
correal  their  millakes,  and  promote  the  caufe  of  fci- 
cnce  and  humanity  in  a  very  confiderable  degree. 

The  book  of  nature  is  always  open  to  our  view, 
and  we  may  ftudy  it  at  our  leifure  ; 

'  '77j  elder  fcripture^  'writ  by  God''s  own  hatid.'' 
The  earth,  the  air,  the  fea,  the  rivers,  the  moun-* 
tains,  the  rocks,  the  caverns,  the  animal  and  vege- 
table tribes  are  fraught  with  inilruction.  Nature  iS 
not  half  explored  ;  and  in  what  is  partly  knowm 
there  are  inany  myftcries,  which  time,  obfervation 
and  experience  mvift  unfold.  Every  focial  library 
ihould  be  furniflied  with  books  of  natural  philofo- 
phy,  botany,  zoology,  chymiftry,  huibandry,  geog- 
raphy and  aftronoray  ;  that  inquiring  minds  may 
be  directed  in  their  inquiries  ;  that  they  may  fee 
what  is  known  and  what  flill  remains  to  be  difcov- 
ered  ;  and  that  they  may  employ  their  leifure  and 
their  various  opportunities  in  endeavouring  to  add 
to  the  flock  of  fcience,  and  thus  enrich  the  world 
with  their  obfervations  and  improvements. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  give  you  fome  hints  in  rural 
eeconomy.  Your  lands  often  fuffer  for  want  of  ma- 
nure, when  you  have  vaft  quantities  provided  by  the 
bountiful  hand  of  nature.  The  mixing  of  foils,  and 
tlie  draining  of  bogs  might  yield  immenfe  profit. 
The  labour,  though  formidable  at  firfl  view,  yet,  be- 
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ing  refoliitely  entered  upon  and  purfued,  will  be  as 
latisfacftory,  as  the  effe(5ls  will  be  lading  and  bene- 
ficial. You  have  in  many  places  great  quantities  of 
marie  which  will  enrich  your  land  for  ages  ;  your 
fwamp  mud,  carried  up  to  the  higher  and  lighter 
ground,  and  mixed  w^ith  the  dung  of  cattle,  would 
increafe  your  quantity  of  manure  in  a  mod  furprif- 
ing  degree.  Many  of  you  I  prefume  have  yet  to 
learn,  that  a  great  part  of  the  nutriment  of  vegeta- 
ble fabftances,  is  derived  from  the  air,  and  that  the 
foil  itfelf  is  enriched  by  that  means.  When  you  lay 
down  your  worn  out  lands,  if  you  fow  them  with 
clover  or  other  grafles,  they  will  be  fooner  recruit- 
ed than  if  you  leave  them  to  bear  only  the  weeds, 
which  may  accidentally  fpring  up  ;  and  if  you 
plough  in  the  green  crop,  you  will  promote  their 
fertility,  in  a  much  greater  degree. 

The  tow  which  is  made  by  the  dreffing  of  flax; 
and  which  children  are  indulged  in  burning  for 
their  diverfion,  would  furnilh  the  paper-mills 
with  ufeful  materials  ;  and  the  fliins  of  flieep  and 
lambs  which  are  often  thrown  away,  would  contrib- 
ute to  the  manufp.cture  of  wool-cards  and  the  bind- 
ing of  books.  By  an  attention  to  fuch  comparative- 
ly fmall  matters,  great  favings  might  be  made,  and 
various  kinds  of  artificers  might  be  fupplied  with 
the  means  of  carrying  on  their  refpective  occupa- 
tions. 

Suffer  me  to  add  a  few  words  on  the  ufe  of  fpi- 
ritous  liquor,  that  bane  of  fociety,  that  deftroyer  of 
health,  morals  and  property.  Nature  indeed  has 
furnifhed  her  vegetable  productions  with  fpirit  ; 
but  file  has  fo  combined  it  with  other  fubflances, 
that  unlefs  her  work  be  tortured  by  fire,  die  fpirit 
is  not  feparated,  and  cannot  prove  pernicious.  Why 
fliould  this  force  be  put  on  nature,  to  make  her 
yield  a  noxious  draught,  when  all  her  original  pre- 
Ff 
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paratlons  arc  falutary  ?  The  juice  of  the  apple^ 
the  fermentation  of  barley,  and  the  decoction  of 
fpruce  are  amply  fuflicient  for  the  refrefliment  of 
man,  let  his  labor  be  ever  fo  fevere,  and  his  perfpi- 
ration  ever  fo  expenfive.  Our  forefathers  for  many 
years  after  the  fettlement  of  the  country,  knew  not 
the  ufe  of  diflilled  fpirits.  Malt  was  imported  from 
England,  and  wine  from  the  weflern  or  Canary 
illands,  with  which  they  were  refreflied,  before 
their  own  fields  and  orchards  yielded  them  a  fup- 
ply.  An  expedition  was  once  undertaken  againfb  a 
nation  of  Indians,*  when  there  was  but  one  pint  of 
ftrong  water  (as  it  was  then  called)  in  the  whole 
army,  and  that  v^'as  refer ved  for  the  fick  ;  yet  no- 
complaint  was  made  for  v/ant  of  refreihment. 
Could  w'e  but  return  to  the  primitive  manners  of 
our  anceftors  in  this  refpedl,  we  fliould  be  free  from 
many  of  the  diforders,  both  of  body  and  mind 
which  are  now  experienced.  The  difufe  of  ardent 
fpirits  would  alfo  tend  to  abolllh  the  infamous  traf- 
fic in  flaves,  by  wliofe  labour  this  baneful  material^ 
is  procured. 

Divine  Providence  feems  to  be  preparing  the  w^ay 
£or  the  deifruction  of  that  cieteilable  commerce. 
The  infurre(5lions  of  the  blacks  in  the  Weft-Indies 
have  already  fpread  defolation  over  the  mofl  fertile  ' 
plantations,  and  greatly  raifed  tlie  price  of  thofe  , 
commodities  v/hich  we  have  been  nfed  to  import 
from  thence.  It'  we  could  check  the  confumption 
of  diftilled  fpirits,  and  enter  with  visfour  into  the 
manufadlure  of  maple  fcgars,  of  which  our  forefls- 
would  afford  an  ample  fupply,  the  demand  for 
Weft-India  prcducftions  might  be  diminifhed  ;  the 
plantations  in  the  iflands  would  not  need  freili  re- 
cruits from  Africa  ;  the  planters  would  treat  with 
humanity  their  remaining  blacks,  and  render  then> 

*  Th5  Pcq'iGcis,  in  10-37 
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fufEciently  prolific  to  fupply  them  withafucceffion 
of  labourers  ;  the  market  for  ilaves  would  become 
lefs  inviting  ;  and  the  navigation,  which  is  now 
employed  in  the  raoft  pernicious  fpecies  of  com- 
merce which  ever  difgraced  humanity,  would  be 
turned  into  fome  other  channel. 

Were  I  to  form,   a  piclure  of  happy   fociety,   it 
would  be   a   town   confifting  of  a  due  mixture  of 
hills,  valleys  and  flreams  of  water  :  The  land  well 
fenced  and  cultivated  ;    the  roads   and    bridges   in 
good  repair  ;  a  decent  inn  for    the   refrefhment  of 
travellers,  and  for  public   entertainments  :  The  in^ 
habitants   moftly    hufbandmen ;    their   wives   and 
daughters  domeftic  m.anufadurers  ;  a  fuitable  pro- 
portion of  handicraft  workmen,    and  two  or  three 
traders  ;  a  phyfician  and    lawyer,   each   of  whom 
lliould  have  a  farm  for  his  fiipport.     A  clergyman 
of  any  denomination,  which  fhould  be  agreeable  to 
the    majority,  a  man  of  good    underftanding,   of  a 
candid   difpolition  and  exemplary  morals  ;  not    a 
metaphyfical,  nor  a  polemic,  but  a  ferious  and  prac- 
tical preacher.    A  fchool  mafter  who  fliould  under- 
ftand  his  bufinefs    and   teach  his   pupils  to  govern 
themfelves.     A  focial  library,   annually  increafing, 
and  under  good  regulation.  A  club  of  fenfible  men, 
feeking    mutual    improvement.     A  decent  mufical 
fociety.     No    intriguing    politician,    horfe  jockey, 
gambler  or  fot  j  but  all  fuch  characters  treated  with 
contempt.     Such  a  fituation  may  be   confidered  as 
the  moll  favourable  to  focial  happinefs  of  any  which 
|:his  world  can  afford. 
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No.  I. 

Jn  original  Letter  rf  Doctor  Cotton  Mathcr  to  Ca:v>KGi:  Wkvchk-s^ 
Esq.  agent  for  J'^''c'w-Hainfi!^hirc  in  E7igiund  ;  rclnHng  to  VVIk-Iqi  iylu'-o 
Indian  deed.     Vol.  I.  p.  10. 

Oil.  1  mo.  1  708. 

SIR, 

\  OU  demand  my  tlioughts  upon  the 
date  of  the  inflrumcnt  in  which  the  Indian  Sa- 
chems of  Pafcataqua  convey  to  Mr.  Whelewright 
and  his  friends  the  country,  whereof  your  people 
are  the  prefent  pofTejGTors.  *  How  a  date  in  the  year 
'  1629  could  conhfl  with  the  true  time  of  Mr. 
'  Wheleright's  coming  into  this  country  V 

I  cannot  but  admire  at  the  providence  of  Heaven, 
which  has  all  along  firangely  interpofed,  with  mofl 
admirable  difpenfations,  and  particularly  with 
ftrange  mortalities,  to  flop  the  proceedings  of  the 
controverfy  about  Mafon's  claim  upon  you,  juft  in 
the  mofl  critica.1  moment  of  il.*  There  feems  to 
have  been  as  remarkable  a  difplay  and  inflance  of 
that  Providence,  in  the  finding  of  this  inflrument 
jufl  before  the  fitting  of  your  laft  court,  about  this 
affair  ;  and  after  it  had  been,  for  very  many  years, 
difcourfed  of  among  the  good  men  who  knew  of 
ilich  an  inflrument  ;  but  with  regret  concluded  it 
loft  and  gone  beyond  all  recovery. 

I  fuppofe  you  are  making  your  application  to 
thofe,  who  will  be  far  from  the  opinion  that  do- 
xninion  is  founded  in  grace.  Titles  to  lands  are  not 
more  or  lefs    valid   according  to  the   profefTion  of 

*  Referring  to  the  Jeatli  of  Robert  Mason  in  ICSS,  and  of  Samuel  Allen  in  \70?i. 
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ehriRianity  in  the  owners.  There  is  no  proteflant 
but  what  will  acknowledge  that  pagans  have  titles 
that  are  incoiitejlable^  and  that  they  have  not,  by  their 
paganifm,  forfeited  their  titles  to  the  firft  chriftians 
that  fliall  therefore  pretend  to  them. 

Let  the  date  of  Whelewright's  inftniment  be  what 
it  will,  there  feems  to  be  an  inftrument  of  fome  fuch 
importance  on  Mafon's  part,  neceffary  to  rei\der  Ma- 
fon*s  claim  effectual. 

When  the  Kings  of  England  have  given  patents- 
for  American  lands  unto  their  fubjecfts,  their  vir- 
tue and  juflice  has  been  fuch,  that  they  have  not 
therein  defigned  ever  to  give  away  the  properties  of 
the  natives  here  ;  but  always  intended  that  their 
fubjedls  here  fhould  honejily  agree  with  the  natives^ 
for  what  lands  they  fliould  get  under  the  protection 
of  thefe  patents,  before  they  fhould  call  them  their 
own.  Brieiiy,  you  expert  a  decifion  of  your  cafe, 
where  Indian  titles  will  have  a  due  contideration. 

I  confefs  when  I  was  firft  informed  of  the  date 
which  your  inftrument  bears,  I  thought  that  it  muft 
be  a  forgery,  but  I  muft  now  give  you  my  fecond 
thoughts  upon  it. 

The  very  aged  gentlewomen,  his  two  daughters, 
I  look  upon  as  very  incompetent  witnefTes  to  de- 
termine the  time  of  their  father's  y??y?  coming  over 
into  America.  1  have  difcourfed  with  the  more  fen- 
fible  and  capable  of  them,  namely,  Mrs.  Pierfon, 
who  tells  me  that  her  father's  coming  over  ivith  his 
family  was  in  the  fame  fhip  with  Mr.  Samuel  Whit- 
ing, the  minifler  of  Lynn,  and  others,  who,  we  are 
all  fure,  came  in  the  year  1686,*  but  flie  tells  me 
fhe  is  not  fure  her  father  never  vifited  America  be- 
fore, only  file  does  not  remember  fhe  ever  heard 
him  fpeak  of  it.     And  yet  there  are  fhrewd  indica- 

*•  Mr.  Wheleright  is  first  mentioned  in  Wintlirop's  journal  in  1636,  as  Irethsr  to  the 
Camous  Anne  Hutchinsorty  tlie  patroness  of  Antiii«nuan  tenet*. 
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tions  of  the  gentleman's  being  here,  before  the  year 
which  they  tell  us  of  -,  I  fiippofe  you  are  furnifh- 
ed  with  them. 

Your  inftrument  cannot  be  invalidated,  but  by 
fome  demonflratlon  that  Mr.  Wheleright  was  at 
home  in  Lincolnfliire,  all  the  year  16^9.  We  know 
there  were  many  voyages  taken ,  betvv^cen  England  and 
thefe  parts  of  America,  before  that  year.  In  the 
year  1624,  we  find  Mr.  Roger  Conant  managing  a 
plantation,  very  little  to  the  fouthward  of  Pafcata- 
qua.  It  is  no  improbable  thing,  that  fuch  an  active 
and  lively  man  as  Mr.  Whelewright,  might  fiep 
over  hither  to  fee  liow  the  land  lay,  before  his  tranf- 
portation  of  his  family.* 

The  inftrument  of  1629,  has  upon  it  fuch  irre- 
fragable marks  of  antiquity,  that  if  it  be  a  forgery, 
it  muft  be  a  very  ancient  one.  It  has  almoft  as  ma- 
ny marks  of  16'i9  as  there  be  years  in  the  number, 
of  which  you  need  no  recitation  of  mine  ;  you  are 
much  better  able  than  I  a.m,  to  amplify  upon  them. 

About  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  there 
were  found  certain  manufcripi:s,  in  fome  vaults, 
near  Granada,  in  Spain,  which,  it  was  affirmed, 
were  fifteen  hundred  years  old  ;  and  they  fang  te 
dciira  for  the  difcovery.  But  the  Dominicians  pref- 
ently  difcovered  them,  from  the  language  and  the 
intent  of  them,  to  be  a  modern  fraud  of  the  Fran- 
cifcans.  All  the  wit  of  man  cannot  perceive  the 
lead  fymptom  of  a  modern  fraud  in  your  inftru- 
ment. The  gentleman  who  lit  upon  it,  is  as  honeft, 
upright  and  pious  a  man  as  any  in  the  world,  and 
would  not  do  an  ill  thing  to  gain  a  world.  But  tliQ 
circumftances  of  the  inftrument  itfelf,  alio,  are  fuch, 
that  it  could  not  be  lately  counterfeited.  If  it  were 
a  forgcrv,  Mr.  Whelewright  himfelf  miift  be  privy 

*  See  Vcl.  1.  Appendix  p.  ix. 
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to  it.  But  he  was  always  a  gentleman  of  the  moil 
\infpotted  morals  imaginable  ;  a  man  of  a  moft  un- 
bleniilhcd  reputation.  He  would  fooner  have  un- 
dergone martyrdom,  than  have  given  the  leaft  con- 
nivance to  any  forgery. 

There  was  a  time,  in  the  year  1637,  when  he  wair 
perfecuted  with  too  mucli  violence,  in  the  MafTa- 
ch\ifetts  Colony,  but  it  was  only  for  a  difturbance 
made  about  certain  fpeculations,  which  were  thought 
to  be  of  an  antinomian  tendency.  His  worft  ene- 
mies never  looked  on  him  as  chargeable  with  the 
leaft  ill  practices. 

The  blinding  heat  of  thofe  troubles  procured  an 
order  for  his  remove  out  of  the  colony.  'Tis  remark- 
ed in  the  books  then  publifhed,  that  he  did  not  go 
to  Rhode-Ifland,  the  moft  inviting  part  of  the  coun- 
try, whither  all  they  went  Vv^ho  were  cenfured  at  the 
fame  time  with  him.  No,  he  removed  then  into 
Hampftiire,  which  would  invite  one  to  think  that 
he  had  a  peculiar  intereft  in  that  Province, 

I  have  heard,  that  when  he  was  a  young  fpark  at 
the  Univerlity,  he  was  noted  for  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary ftroke  at  wreftling  ;  and  that  afterward  wait- 
ing on  Ci^om'wdl^  v/ich  whom  he  had  been  contem- 
porary at  the  Univerfity,  Cromwell  declared  to  the 
gentlemen  then  about  him  'that  he  could  remember 
'  the  time  when  he  had  been  more  afraid  of  meet-^ 
'  ing  Whelewright  at  football,  than  of  meeting  any 
'  army  lince  in  the  field  ;  for  he  was  infallibly  fure' 
^  of  being  tript  up  by  him.' 

I  know  not  whether  the  inftrument  of  his  now, 
in  your  hands,  will  have  as  good  an  efficacy  as  the 
owner  had.  Yoii  will  doubtlefs  think  it  has,  if,  in 
wreftling  with  your  adverfaries,  it  trip  up  their 
eaufe,  and  give  them  a  fall.  I  Ihould  abhor,  that 
the  caufe  of  my  beft  friends,  and  a  very  good  caufe, 
'sver  ftiould  be  ferved  by  any  indire(5l   means  ;  yet 
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I  verily  tKiiik  this  inftrument  oiiglit  very  miicli  to 
be  confidered,  and  to  have  a  very  great  weight  al- 
lowed unto  it. 

Sir,  I  wifh  you  a  good  voyage,  and  a  good  ifTuc^ 
and  fubfcribe, 

Your  fincere  fervant, 

CO.    MATHER. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  when  my  parent 
lay  at  Plymouth,  bound  for  New-England,  on  March 
24,  1691-2,  Mr.  Sherwell,  a  minifter  then  living 
there,  told  him  that  his  grandfather  and  one  Mr. 
Coleman  and  another,  had  a  patent  for  that  which 
Mr.  Mafon  pretended  unto  at  Pafcataqua.  You  may 
do  well  to  inquire  further  concerning  it. 


No.  II. 

t^icnt.  Gof^rnor  Vaughak's  S/icerh  at  thr  Coiw.dl  Board^  Sf/it,  24,  1717. 
{Vd.  II.  p.  22.) 

Gentlemen, 

\  OU  cannot  but  believe  that  I  am  in- 
formed of  many  things  fpoken  to  my  prejudice. 
When  private  whifpers,  defamatory  to  me  are  hand- 
ed forward,  I  pafs  them  over  with  flight  and  difre- 
gard,  and  believe  that  every  thing  hitherto  defign- 
ed  againll  me  has  turned  to  my  advantage,  and  will 
ilill  do  fb.  But  when  matters  are  carried  farther, 
wherein  the  honor  of  the  Crown,  and  the  interefl  of 
•the  King's  Majefty  is  efpecially  flruckat ;  when  re- 
venge's mother  utters  bold  challenges,  raifeth  batte- 
ries, and  begins  to  cannonade  the  pov/ers  eftablifh- 
ed  by  my  sovereign,  I  acknowledge  my felf  alarmed, 
which  I  Ihall  in  no  wife  tolerate  or  endure  ;  as  I  airr 
honored  of  the  King,  I  will  do  my  utmoft  to  fup- 
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port  it,  and  not  let  his  commifTion  be  vilifipd  at  the 
rate  fome  will  have  it.  To  have  a  due  deference 
paid  to  it,  is  what  the  King  requires  andexpedls,  ef- 
pecially  from  his  minillers  ;  and  to  have  them  ftu- 
dious  of  lelFening  the  authority  therein  granted,  is 
an  aggravated  fault,  and  I  cannot  but  wonder  at 
the  arrogance  and  pride  of  thofe  who  do  not  con- 
lider  I  am  a  fuperior  match,  as  being  armed  with 
power  from  my  Prince,  who  doth  execution  at  the  ut- 
terance of  a  word,  and  I  hope  none  will  be  fo  flur- 
dy  as  to  difpute  it.  If  I  foar  too  high,  the  fall  will 
not  cruili  them  :  If  they  run  too  faft,  their  repent- 
ance may  be  timely.  What  I  have  to  fay  to  you, 
Mr.  Penhallow,  is  in  grofs,  and  is,  that  your  buii- 
nefs,  for  a  long  time,  has  been  to  fow  difcord  in  the 
Commonv/ealth,  and  your  endeavours  to  propagate 
confuiion  and  difference  in  each  town  within  the 
government  ;  when  avowed  principles  oblige  you 
to  fodder,  as  much  as  in  you  lies,  the  affedlions  of 
magiftrates  and  people,  thereby  to  divert  all  things 
which  naturally  produce  diffenfions,  tumult  and 
feuds,  the  particulars  I  have,  and  fhall  tranfmit  to 
my  Lord  the  King,  in  whofe  name,. and  by  virtue  of 
whofe  power,  \  fufpend  jom^  Samuel  Penhallow,  from 
fitting,  voting,  and  affifling  at  the  Council  Board, 
till  his  Majefly's  pleafure  fhall  be  known. 


No.    III. 

jin  original  Letter  from  Sir  William    Ashurst  to  Dr.  Increase  Ma- 
ther, 

Rev.  Sir, 

I  HAVE  your  letter  of  12th  Auguft 
lafl,  w^hich  I  would  have  fooner  anfwered,  but  that  I 
underftood  that  there  has  no  fhip  gone  to  you  this 
winter.     I  am  pleafed  at  what  you  write  of  your* 
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Lieutenant  Governor,  that  he  acquits  hlmfelf  wor- 
thily, and  is  a  friend  to  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
coniHtution.  I  afTure  you,  if  I  had  not  known  this- 
to  be  his  charadler  (not  from  your  agent,  but  from 
other  impartial  and  difinterefled  hands)  you  had 
never  feen  him  in  that  ftation.  I  have  no  perfonal 
difrefpedl  to  Col.  Taller  ;  on  the  other  hand  I  wiili 
him  in  his  private  capacity  nuich  happinefs  and  prof- 
pcrity  for  his  deceafed  uncle's  fake,  whofe  memory 
I  eftcem  and  value  ;  but  when  the  intereft  and  v»^el- 
fare  of  the  public  is  before  me,  I  never  fuffer  myfelf 
to  be  influenced  by  any  partial  coniiderations  ;  and 
who  can  think  it  proper,  that  the  fecond  poft  in  the 
government  ihould  be  filled  by  one  who  not  content 
with  diilenti ng  from  the  eftabliilied  churches  by  his 
GonfiF-nt  practice,  did  engage,  at  the  head  of  a  party 
in  a  concerted  defign,  to  iiibvert  their  foundations  ? 

I  do  not  know  but  fuch  a  procedure  may  recom- 
mend him  to  fome  people,  but  it  mufl  needs  difqual- 
ify  him  to  you  and  me,  v/ho  know  on  what  princi- 
ples New-England  was  firft  fettled,  and  w^hat  were 
the  pious  motives  which  prevailed  on  the  fu'ft  plant- 
ers to  forfake  their  native  land,  a.nd  plant  a  wilder- 
nei3« 

I  hope  I  have  done  as  well,  in  getting  the  Lieut, 
Cover?: or  of  Ncw-Hmnpfmre  difplaced,  who  prefented 
a  memorial,  v/hen  he  Vv-as  here,  to  the  King  and  min- 
iilry,  to  bring  Nev/-England  into  the  land  tax  of 
Great-Britrdn,  and  propofed,  that  a  receiver  fhould 
be  appointed  by  the  Grown,  to  gather  in  the  money» 
For  a  native  of  New-England  to  be  the  author  of 
fuch  a  memorial,  is  a  monftrous  oHence  ;  and  if  you 
fuller  fuch  people  to  be  eafy  among  you,  yet  they 
lliall  never  efcape  my  refentment  while  I  have  any 
interefi:  or  power  at  Court. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  flill  ufeful  in  your 
advanced  age.     To  preach  coiiftantly  at  fourfcorc,, 
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and  to  fo  large  an  audience,  and  without  notes,  is 
a  rare  example,  and  fcarcely  to  be  found  in  hiftory. 
For  myfelf,  I  am  ten  years  fhort  of  you,  yet  I  think 
I  have  great  acknowledgments  to  make  to  divine 
Providence,  for  the  meafure  of  health  I  enjoy,  and 
the  opportunities  I  have  of  being  yet  ferviceable  in 
feveral  flations.  I  conftantly  attend  at  the  excife  of- 
fice, where  I  have  the  honor  to  fit  as  a  conimiffioner, 
and  at  the  court  of  aldermen,  where  I  am  the  fenior 
in  rank,  though  not  in  years.  Befides  thefe  employ- 
ments I  have  vacant  hours  for  the  fervice  of  my 
country  in  general,  and  my  friends  in  particular  ; 
but  I  can  tell  you  with  a  great  deal  of  truth  that  710 
part  of  my  life  has  given  me  more  fatisfaElion  than  that 
wherein  I  have  ferved  the  inter ejl  of  Neiv-Kngland^  ef- 
pecially  my  flivourite  work,  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  among  the 'natives,  in  which  difpofition  1  hope 
I  fliall  continue  to  my  life's  end. 

I  refer  you  to  the  prints  for  public  news.  You'll 
hear  various  reports  about  the  unhappy  diviiions  in 
the  royal  family  ;  which  all  good  men  are  forry  for. 
I  have  nothing  to  fay  upon  that  fubjedl,  only  that 
the  King  acfts  in  every  thing  with  a  prudent  and 
fteady  refolution  becoming  the  charadler  of  a  greac 
and  wife  prince. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  affecftionate  friend, 
and  fervant, 

W.  ASHURST. 

London,  March  10,  1717-18. 
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No.    IV. 


%!!he  humble  Jfiology  ^^f  the  Peofile  rf  Kufjidd  to  Ids  Excdlcnry  Samtjr^ 
Shutk,  General^  Governor  and  Co7nnia7ider  in  Clii<f  of  hifs  Majj>ity''it 
Provinces  oj  the  Ma&aachusctts  Bay  and  JVt:v)-Hamp!ildrts  in  Keis- 
Hn'AmKL 


May  it  pleofe  your  Excellency ^ 

1  HE  fubfcribers  having  feen  a  copy  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  to  Captain  White  and  Cap- 
tain Kimbell,  find  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of 
vindicating  themfelves  from  the  charges  given  in 
againfh  them  ;  it  being  allow^able  by  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  of  nations,  to  the  greateft  criminals  to  de- 
fend themfelves  when  they  juftly  plead  in  their  own 
vindication.  We  were  furprifed  to  hear  ourfelves 
tei'uieA  Iri/Ij  people  \Y\\QnyNQ  fo  frequently  ventured 
our  all  for  the  Britifh  crown  and  liberties  againil  the 
Irifh  papiils,  and  gave  all  tefls  of  our  loyalty  which 
the  government  of  Ireland  required,  and  are  always 
ready  to  do  the  fame  here  when  demanded.  Though 
we  fettled  at  Nutfield,  yet  we  ufed  no  violence  in  the 
manner  of  our  fettlement,  feeing  no  body  in  the  leaft 
offered  to  hinder  us,  to  fet  down  in  a  defolate  wilder- 
nefs  ;  and  vv^e  were  fo  far  from  hindering  the  English 
that  really  had  a  mind  to  plant  with  us,  that  many  of 
them  are  now  incorporated  with  us.  After  ou^r  Set- 
tlement we  found  that  two  or  three  different  parties 
claimed  Nutfield,  by  virtue  of  Indian  deeds,  and  we 
were  given  to  underftand,  that  it  was  neceffary  for 
tis  to  hold  the  foil  by  fome  right  pur  chafed  from  the  na- 
tives. Accordingly  we  made  application  to  the  Hon. 
Col.  Wheelwright  of  Wells,  and  obtained  his  Indian 
right ;  which  we  have  to  fliew.  His  deed  being  of 
ninety  years  Handing,  and  conveyed  from  the  chief 
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Sagamores  between  the  rivers  of  Merrimack  and  Paf- 
cataqua,  with  the  coiifent  of  the  whole  tribes  of  the 
Indian  nation,  and  well  executed,  is  the  moil:  authen- 
tic we  have  feen  ;  and  the  fubfcribers  could  not  in 
reafon  think  that  a  deed  which  is  not  twenty  years 
old,  of  land   which  is  not    fufficiently    butted  and 
bounded,  from  an  obfcure  Indian,    could  give  any 
right  to  land  which   had  been  fold  fo   many   years 
before,  by  the  right  owners.     And  the  fubfcribers 
hope  they  will  be  excufed  from  giving  away  fo  good 
a  title,  for  others  that  cannot    pretend  rationally  to 
be  lb  well  fupported  ;  and  which    they  always   re- 
fufed  to  warrantee    and   make    good    again  ft  other 
claims.      The  dutiful    applications    which  we  have 
made  to  both  courts,  if  we  be  incorporated,  in  what- 
foever  province  we  fall  to  be,  will   witnefs    for  our 
refpeOi  to  his  Majefty's  government.     If  affidavits 
have  been  given  againft  one  of  our  number  as  ufing 
fome  threatening  exprefllons,  we  hope  it  will  not  be 
imputed  to  the  community.  If  our  accufers  be  per- 
mitted to  come  up  in  troops,  as  they  have  done  and 
violentlv    demolilhed   one   of  our  houfes,  and  de- 
ftroyed  part  of  our  hay,  and  threatened  and  infult- 
ed  us  with  impunity,  to  the  great  terror  of  our  wives 
and  children,  when  we  faffered  patiently,  and  then 
accufe  us  to  our  rulers  of  violence,  injuftice,  fraud, 
force,  infolence,  cruelty,  diflionour  of  his  Majefty's 
government,  and  difturbance  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
je6ls,  injuries  and  oft^ences  to  the  Englifli,   and   the 
like,  when  we   know  ourfelves  to  be  innocent,  we 
think  it  hard  meafure  ;  and  muft  have  recourfe  to 
God,  who  forbiddeth  to  take  up  a  bad  report  againft 
our  neighbour,  and  will,  we  hope,  bring  forth  our 
righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  our  judgment  as  the 
noon  day.     If  we  be  guilty  of  thefe  diforders,  we 
know  we  are    liable  to  a  legal   trial,  and  are  not  fo 
weak  as  tp  fuppofe  ourfelves  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
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of  your  Excellency's  government.  The  fubfcriberi 
hope  that  if  any  other  accufations  come  in  againft 
them,  they  will  be  allowed  an  equal  hearing  before 
they  be  condemned  ;  and  as  we  enjoy  the  liberty 
of  the  gofpel  here,  v^hich  is  fo  great  a  mercy,  fliall 
improve  it,  for  God's  glory  j  and  as  he  has  taught 
us,  be  dutiful  to  his  Majeity's  government,  fet  over 
us,  and,  if  poflible,  live  peaceably  with  all  men, 
Ihall  be  deiirous  of  peaceable  neighbours,  that  want 
to  fettle  with  us,  and  to  help  us  to  ilibdue  a  part  of 
this  vaft  and  uncultivated  wildernefs  ;  and  fliall  not 
ceafe  to  pray  for  the  divine  blefTrng  on  your  Excel- 
lency's perfon  and  government. 

Done  at  Nutheld,  Feb.  27,  i719>20,  and 
fubfcribed  by 

JAMES  M'GREGORE,  &c. 


No.  V. 

An  original  Letter  of  Governor  Shute  to  Mr.  Pknii  allow. 

jBosten,  Feb.  2,  1718-19. 

Sir, 

aIR.  COOKE  having  again  over  his  cups 
treated  me  very  fcandaloully,  I  have  complained  to 
the  council  who  I  don't  queilion  will  do  me  juflice. 
It  will  be  of  fervice  to  me  to  have  a  certificate  to 
fliew  how  dnmk  he  was  that  night  that  he  and  CoL 
GoiFbroke  into  our  company  at  young  Gerrifla's,  for 
I  remember  that  you  and  Mr.  Bridger  told  me  that 
he  flay'd  fo  long  after  we  were  gone,  as  to  gQtfo 
drunk  that  he  cotid  ?ieither  go  nor  Jl and ;  if  this  be 
flrongly  certified,  I  believe  it  will  give  him  a  good 
lift.  Pray  my  fervice  to  the  Lieut.  Governor,  the 
council  and  your  family. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

SAMUEL  SHUTE, 
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No.  VI. 

7b /J,9  Exrdlevcy  Jonathan  Bf.lcher,  Esq.  Captain  General  and  Com ' 
manderin  Chirfin  and  over  Ids  Majenty's  Province  of  JVerj-Hampsliire 
mA'civ-E?igla?id.  To  the  HonouraLle  the  Council  ayid  Representatives 
in  Genetial  Court  assembled.,  The  Complaint  and  Petition  of  Hugh 
Adams,  CUrk,  the  Goapel  T>Iirmter  and  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Duv 
ham  ivilhin  said  FroviricCy 


HUMBLY  SHEWETH, 

Forasmuch  as  your  complainant 
petitioner  hath  been  more  than  one  and  twenty 
years  lail  pad  a  labourer  in  the  word  and  dodtrine 
of  ClTrift  fincerely  to  the  urmoft  of  his^  ability 
amongft  that  people,  although  the  good  laws  of  this 
faid  province  fo  far  have  required  of  them  ;  and 
their  own  contrail  or  agreement  with  him,  voted 
by  them  in  the  firft  week  of  the  month  of  April, 
anno  1717,  as  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  Oyfler 
river  pariih  or  faid  town,  as  alfo  by  the  evidences 
of  fome  of  their  then  fele6l  men  and  committee  may 
appear  in  order  for  his  fupport,  with  a  competent 
falary  of  one  hundred  and  four  pounds  during  his 
miniilry  there,  even  then  when  filver  money  was 
not  of  more  value  than  ten  fliillings  per  ounce  ^.n- 
niially,  to  be  paid  as  then  underftood  in  the  real 
value  thereof,  and  not  only  in  the  bare  name  of  fo 
much,  and  unanimoufly  agreed  by  their  then  com- 
mittee, to  be  paid  punctually  each  year,  one  half  of 
faid  falary,  i.  e.  ;C52  at  the  end  of  or  within  each 
lix  months,  i.  e.  the  firft  week  in  Ocftober  and  April, 
with  other  material  articles  of  faid  agreement  for 
his  maintenance  among  them,  which  alfo  hath  oblig- 
ed them  thereunto,  yet  have  they  not  in  any  one 
year  of  faid  time  of  three  apprenticefhips  fince  their 
faid  contract,  been  honeft  nor  faithful  by  the  pay- 
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Klent  thereof  in  the  juil  value,  nor  in  due  feafon,  {o 
as  that  the  hire  of  his  niinifterial  labours  fo  much 
and  long  being  kept  back  by  their  facrilegious  fraud, 
hath  been  crying  in  the  ears  of  Chrift  the  Lord  of 
fabbaoth,  fo  to  expofe  them  and  their  covenant  and 
filent  neighbours  in  this  faid  province,  unto  the 
curfe  denounced  which  hath  been  fo  long  and  often 
executed  in  fuch  a  variety  of  delfroying,  terrifying 
and  impoverilhing  judgments  of  God,  too  many 
hereni  to  be  enumerated,  and  fo  much  thereof  evi- 
dently occafioned  by  faid  parifli  and  town,  being 
therein  fo  long  tolerated  with  impunity,  as  an  Achan 
in  the  camp  ;  and  as  the  feven  fons  of  Saul,  in  the 
days  of  King  David  ;  and  as  Jonah  in  the  Ihip  of  the 
com m(y[i wealth  of  this  province  aforefaid.  And 
efpecially  whereas  the  principal  article  in  the  faid 
contradl  infilled  on  by  their  faid  miniiler,  wherein 
their  then  feledl  men  and  committee  agreed,  by 
manual  vote  and  voice  {nemine  contradicente)  but 
was  not  entered  by  their  then  parifli  clerk,  John 
Smith,  who  deceafed  anno  1722,  with  or  after  the 
other  articles  hereof  in  the  record  rolls  of  their  then 
pariih  of  Oyi\er  river,  or  lince  town  of  Durham, 
and  lince  yearly  on  very  fervent  intreaties  to  have 
the  fame  articles  entered  upon  their  records  and 
obferved  for  the  yearly  performance  thereof  for  the 
future,  v/hereunto  neverthelefs  they  have  been  in- 
exorable beyond  all  reafon  and  juftice,  hitherto  in 
difregarding  faid  above  hinted  article,  viz.  That 
each  year  one  half  of  faid  falary  of  /:104,  which  is 
£52,  Ihould  be  paid  in  to  him  or  his  order  at  or  be- 
fore the  end  of  each  fix  months  or  half  year,  i.  e, 
the  firft  week  in  Ocflober  and  April,  which  com- 
mittee vote  or  vow  of  theirs,  has  never  yet,  in  any 
one  year  of  the  twenty-one  years  of  my  miniihy 
amongfh  them,  been  performed  :  But  moftly  defer- 
red until  at  lead  three  months  after  faid  former  half 
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yearns  harvefl  was  ended,  when  the  price  of  provi- 
iions  was  raifed  at  lead  twenty-five  per  cent,  dearer 
than  at  harvefl  or  in  gathering  thereof ;  v^'hich  de- 
linquency of  theirs   in  laid  twenty-one  years  hath 
been  to  the  damage  of  faid  minifler  above  £5i.O 
in  faid  pariih    and  town,  efpecially  where  he  has 
been  necefTitated,  rather  than  ftarve,  to  borrow  con- 
fiderable  fums  of  money  upon  fix,  ten,  fifteen   and 
twenty  per  cent,  interefl  yearly,  and  running  on  iii- 
terefl  upon  interefl,  yet  unto  this  day,   to    his    im- 
poverifhing  opprefTion,  and  finking  dilcouragement ; 
and  reduced  his  falary  of  £i04  of  late  years  to  the 
name  thereof,  when  in  prefent  value  as  the   altered 
prices  of  all  necefTaries  for  livelihood  are  about  two 
hundred  per  cent,  dearer  than  wheri  their  faid  con- 
tra(5l  was  made.     His  falary  now  is  fcarce  more  in 
real  worth  than  £36  each  year,  although  their  rate- 
able heads,  families,  cattle  and  lands  have  increafed 
treble  their  ability  more   than   at    firfl  agreement. 
Alfd  this  year,  1738,  the  majority  of   faid  Durham 
inhabitants  have  flopped  their  ears  at  the  cry  of  the 
poor  at  their  two  publick  town  meetings,  although 
it  is  threatened  they  fhall  cry  themfelves  but  fhall 
not  be  heard. 

Therefore  liow  the  opprefTing  necefTities  of  the 
complainant  petitioner  conflrain  him  to  pray  he  may 
be  regarded  by  this  great  and  General  Court  affem- 
bled  in  thefe  his  following  requefls,  as  Chrifl  Jefus 
Immanual,  to  encourage  each  of  his  faithful  minif- 
ters,  teflifyeth  faying,  '  He  that  heareth  you,  hear- 
eth  me.* 

1.  Requefl  that  the  records  of  faid  parifh,  named 
Oyfler  river,  and  now  chartered  town  of  Durham, 
may  be  fo  far  impeached  as  that  the  faid  article 
may  be  entered  by  the  prefent  town  clerk,  Lieut; 
Samuel  Smith  ;  and  accordingly  that  he  mav  be 
fummoned  to  bring  Durham's  town-book  of  rolU, 
H  h 
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and  likewife  Capt.  Francis  Matthews,  the  former 
town  clerk,  to  bring  the  record  rolls  of  faid  Oyiler 
river  parifb  if  yet  in  his  pofFcUion  ;  and  likewife 
Lieut.  Abraham  Bennick  and  Mr.  Sampfon  Doe, 
then  of  the  feledimen  and  committee  for  faid  parifh 
in  that  year  1717,  to  give  in  or  renew  their  oath  or 
affidavit,  each  of  them  for  confirming  the  truth  of 
faid  artick. 

2.  Rec^ucft  that  the  petitioner's  faid  falary  of 
Xl04  may  be  enabled  for  the  future  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  miniilry  in  faid  town,  to  be  m^ade 
good  in  fall  value  as  really  as  in  name,  and  to  be 
paid  in  due  feafon  according  to  the  requefl:  and  ar- 
ticle aforefaid,  with  fufficient  penalty  for  any  delin- 
quency thereof,  which,  as  written  in  the  divine  law 
moral,  is  the  fifth  part  of  the  principal,  to  be  added 
unto  it  as  evident  from  Lev.  v.  15,  16.  Num.  v. 
6,7,8, 

3.  Requcii:  that  delinquency  from  the  payment 
of  any  lawful  fettled  minifter's  falary  within  faid 
province,  may  be  enacted  a  criminal  cafe,  or  mat- 
ter prefentable  by  any  grand  juror,  upon  complaint 
made  to  him  at  each  or  any  court  of  fellions  quar- 
terly, as  in  the  Maffachufetts  province  government, 
which  I  perceive  by  Pfalms  xli.  1,2,  3,  is  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  why  they  have  been  hitherto  proportion- 
ably  fpared  from  the  throat  pejlileiice  and  other  im- 
poverilhing,  more  than  New-Hampfliire. 

4.  Requeil  that  Daniel  Davis  of  faid  Durham, 
may  be  fummoned  and  judged-  by  this  mod  Llon- 
ourable  Court  of  New-Hampfliire  province  afore- 
faid, for  his  fundry  years,  trefpafiing  upon  and  in- 
clofing  within  his  fence  and  detaining  fo  forcibly 
from  faid  miniller  feveral  years  previous  poileffion 
thereof,  llindry  acres  of  upland,  and  fait  marlli  and 
thatch  bed,  belonging  to  the  glebe  land  or  parfon- 
^ge,.  pollefled  by,  improved  for,  as  alfo  granted  to-y 
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rlie  miriifter  of  faid  parifli  or  town  at  ieaft  fixty  years, 
and  for  evidence  thereof,  that  Capt.  Francis  Math- 
ews and  his  next  neighbour  Jonathan  Willey  the 
eldeft,  and  Jofeph  Stephens,  his  Ibn,  and  William 
Willey,  may  each  of  them  be  fummoned.  More- 
over the  faid  robbed  and  defrauded  minilter  prays 
that  it  may  iikewife  be  ordered,  that  the  feledl  men 
of  laid  each  year  may  refcue  faid  parlbnage  land 
from  him  the  faid  Daniel  Davis  and  every  other  un- 
jufh  incroacher  thereon,  and  on  each  other  parcel  of 
giebe  land  or  parfonage  (as  viz,)  the  long  marfh  and 
that  parcel  of  minifterial  land  lying  on  the  high- 
way leading  S.  and  W.  toward  Lampereel  river, 
and  bounded  E.  and  S.  on  Potter  Mafon's  land, 
and  S.  and  W.  on  Richard  Denbow's  land,  each  of 
which  is  incroached  upon  by  one  or  other  of  the  ad- 
jacent neighbours,  and  although  their  minifter,  as 
their  fpirituai  father,  fo  long  feeking  their  welfare 
jn  gatheiing  of  a  church  hrfl  amongft  them,  on 
March  26,  1718,  his  prevailing  as  the  drefler  of 
their  church  vineyard,  Vv-ith  Immanual  Chrill  Jefus 
the  Lord  thereof,  for  his  grant  of  four  years  proba- 
tion, whether  the  barren  fig  treco  might,  by  a  minif- 
terial  huibandry  expended  on  them,  be  prevailed 
with  to  bear  fruit  proportionably  that  it  might  be 
well  witli  them  as  in  the  gofpel  p,arable  thereof, 
Luke  xiii.  7,  8,  9,  and  when  the  Indian  war  began, 
anno  1722,  and  that  five  perfons  were  cut  down 
thereby,  in  our  pariili  ;  who  hath  Iikewife  prevail- 
ed with  the  heavenly  Prince  of  Peace  to  make  and 
keep  his  covenant  of  peace  with  and  for  us  as  writ- 
ten in  Ezekiel  xxxiv,  25,  yearly  pleaded  and  grant- 
ed thele  thirteen  years  hitherto,  notwithftanding 
the  fo  repeatedly  many  rumours  of  wars  free  from 
the  reality  thereof.  Likewife  in  the  year  1729, 
when  Captain  Samuel  Emerfon  and  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Thompfon  and  Hubbard  Stevens  had  harraffed 
their  minifter  with  an  antichriftian  council  eccleli- 
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fiftical  countenanced  by  the  then  Commander  in 
chief,  after  which  the  faid  Emerfon  and  Korite 
company,  by  their  negative  clandeftine  votes  robbed 
him  of  the  £50  addition  to  his  falary,  they  granted 
him  the  preceding  year  1728.  In  his  fo  provoked 
fubjedlion  to  pallion,  as  Elias  in  James  v.  17,  18,  he 
the  faid  miniiter,  while  it  was  yet  more  than  three 
months  to  the  harveft,  prayed  it  might  not  rain,  and 
it  rained  not  until  three  months  after  ;  when  in  re- 
gard to  the  opportunity  of  fome  friendly  brethren, 
he  appointed  and  confcientiouHy  fan6lified  a  church 
fail,  from  evening  to  evening,  abftained  three  meals 
from  eatings  drinking  Tcudifmoaklng  any  thing  ;  in  be- 
ginning of  September  that  year  1729  ;  and  the 
Lord  Ghriil  was  pleafed  to  hear  in  heaven  and  grant 
fuch  repeated  plentiful  and  warm  rains,  as  recover- 
ed the  languiihing  corn,  grafs  and  fruits  of  the  trees, 
unto  a  confiderable  harveft  thereof ;  fo  as  was  then 
remarkable.  And  in  that  year  1733,  when  the  faid 
parifli,  by  the  General  Court,  was  chartered  into 
the  townihip  of  Durham  in  anfwer  unto  their  faid 
minifler's  petition,  for  its  privileges  and  faid  name 
as  therein  pleaded  for,  and  the  inhabitants  of  faid 
town  proceeded  by  their  chofen  committee,  at  their 
moft  general  meeting,  to  divide  their  commons,  vot-, 
ing  their  minifter  aforefaid,  fhould,  as  he  did  draw 
lots  for  them  all,  yet  he  cannot  nrevail  with  the  lot 
layers  to  furvey  his  lot  of  twenty-five  acres,  nor  in- 
form him  where  he  may  have  it  laid  out  for  him, 
neither  have  faid  inhabitants  fulfilled  their  condi- 
tion of  honourably  fupporting  their  minifter.  And 
fince  no  inferior  Court  in  this  faid  province  hither- 
to could  do  juftice  to  your  petitioner,  he  is  there- 
fore now  necefiitated  to  flee  for  refuge  to  this  Su- 
preme Legiflative  Court  of  nurfing  fathers  ;  in  each 
of  which  rcquefls,  your  fo  long  opprefied  petition- 
er importunately  afketh  for  juftice,  firmly  belie v- 
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ing,  after  thnt^  God  will  be  iiitreated  for  the  land  in 
New-Hamplliire. 

So  compkineth  and  prayeth  the  above  named  pe- 
titioner, 

HUGH  ADAMS. 


No.  VII. 

The  opinions  ff  John  Rkad  and  Robert  Auchmuty,  ew  the  case  &/ Johw 

TUFTON  >lASON,   1738. 

Ncfv^V.  The  Prefident  and  Council  eflab- 
lifhed  at  Plymouth  for  the  planting  and  governing 
of  New-England,  granted  to  Capt.  John  Mafon,  of 
London,  Efq.  all  that  part  of  the  main  land  in  New- 
England  from  the  middle  of  Merrimack  river,  along 
the  fea  co^^ft  to  Pafcat^qua  River,  up  that  river  to 
the  fartheft  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  north- 
weftward  till  three  fcore  miles  be  finiflied  from  the 
entrance  of  Paicataqua  river,  and  from  Merrimack 
through  that  river  to  the  fartheft  head  thereof,  and 
fo  forwards  up  into  the  land  wellward,  till  three 
fcore  miles  be  liniihed,  and  from  thence  to  crofs 
over  land  to  the  three  fcore.  miles  end,  accounted 
from  Pafcataqua  river,  together  with  all  the  illands 
within  five  miles  of  the  premifes,  with  the  appur- 
tenances which  the  faid  John  Mafon,  with  their 
confent,  intended  to  name  New-Hampfliire,  to  hold 
to  the  faid  John  Mafon  and  his  heirs. 

1635,  April  22.  The  prefident  and  council  afore- 
faid,  grant  to  the  faid  John  Mafon,  all  that  part  of 
-New-England,  from  the  middle  of  Naumkege  river, 
along  the  fea  coaft,  round  Cape-Ann  to  Pafcataqua 
harbour,  and  up  the  river  Newichawannack,  to  the 
fartheft  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  north  weft- 
ward  till  fixty  miles  be  finillied  from  the  entrance 
of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  and  from  Naumkege  through 
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the  river  into  the  land  weft  fixty  miles,  from  whic}]t 
period,  to  crofs  over  land  to  the  iixty  miles  end,  ac- 
counted from  Pafcataqua  aforefaid,  and  the  ibuth 
half  of  the  Ifle  of  Shoals  and  all  other  iflands  with- 
in five  leagues  of  the  premifes,  all  to  be  called  New- 
Hampihire,  alfo  another  parcel  of  land  lying  on  the 
fouth  eafl  fide  of  Sagadahock,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  containing  near  ten  thoufand  acres,  to  be  cal- 
led by  the  name  of  Mafonia,  to  hold  to  him  and  his 
heirs. 

N.  B.  Sir  William  Jones,  and  Sir  F.  Winning- 
ton,  attorney  and  folicitor-general  in  their  report  in 
favour  of  Robert  Mafon,  grandfon  of  John  iVlafon, 
his  title  to  New-Hamplhire,  mention  another  grant 
from  faid  preiident  and  council,  to  Gapt.  John 
Mafon,  dated   9th  March,  1620,  which  I  have  not 

1635,  Nov.  26.  Capt.  John  Mafon,  by  his  laft 
will,  devifcd  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  King- 
ilynn,  two  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  his  county  of 
New-Hampihire,  or  manor  of  Mafon  hall  in  New- 
England,  which  his  executrix  and  overfeer  fhould 
think  moil  fit.  Ite??i  to  his  brother-in-law  John 
Woilaflon,  three  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  his  coun- 
ty of  New-Kamplliire  or  manor  of  Mafon  hall, 
where  his  fiid  brother  and  executrix  fhould  think 
fit ;  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs.  Ilem  to  his  grand- 
child Anne  Tufton,  Mafonia,  to  hold  to  her  and  her 
heirs,  Ilem  to  his  grandchild  Robert  Tufton,  his 
manor  of  Mafon  Hall,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs, 
provided  he  alter  his  iirname,  and  name  himfelf 
Mafon  firft.  Ite?n  to  John  WoUafton  aforefaid  two 
thoufmd  acres  of  land  in  this  county  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  in  trull  to  convey  one  thoufand  to  fome 
feoffee  in  trufl  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  godly 
miniller  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  other  thou- 
fand to  fome  feoffee  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
free  grammar  fchool  in  New-Hampfhire.     Item  to 
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iiis  gi-andchild  John  Tufcon,  all  the  reft  of  his  ma- 
nors, mefTuages  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments, 
in  his  county  of  New-Hampfliire,  or  elfewhere  in 
New-England,  to  hold  to  him  and  the  heirs  of  his 
body.  Remainder  to  his  coulm  Do(5lor  Robert  Ma- 
fon,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  and  for  want 
of  fuch  ilTue  to  revert  to  the  donor  and  his  heirs, 
provided  his  grandchild  John  Tufton  lliall  alter  his 
iirname,  and  firname  himfelf  Mafon  ;  firft  provid- 
ed alfo  the  faid  John  Tufton  fliall  pay  his  fifter  Ma- 
ry Tufton  out  of  the  manors  meffuages,  lands  and 
tenements  aforefaid,  £500  fterling  for  her  prefer- 
ment in  marriage,  &c.  and  died,  and  on  the  fecond 
of  December  following,  his  will  was  proved  in  the 
prerogative  court  of  Canterbury,  and  adminiftration 
granted  to  Anne,  his  widow  executrix. 

1677.  John  and  Anne,  grandchildren,  died  with- 
out iffue,  and  their  eftates  came  to  Robert  Tufton 
Mafon,  accordingly  for  whom  King  Charles  II.  fet- 
tled the  bound  line  between  New-Hampfliire  and 
the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  he  died  leaving  two  fons, 
John  and  Robert. 

1691,  Jpri/  27.  John  and  Robert  Tufton  Ma- 
fon bargained  and  fold  to  Samuel  Allen  of  London, 
merchant,  for  a  fum  of  money,  all  New-Hampfliire, 
as  bounded  in  their  great  grandfather's  grant  of 
1635,  and  Mafonia,  alfo  part  of  the  province  of 
Main,  the  country  Mariana,  province  of  Laconia^ 
and  feveral  towns  in  New-Hampfliire,  as  heretofore 
defcribed  with  the  appurtenances,  deed  and  charters 
thereof,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs.  Then  John 
died  without  ifllie.  That  Robert  Tufton  Mafon, 
furviving  great  grandfon  of  Captain  John  Mafon, 
lived  and  died  at  Portfmouth,  of  Pafcataqua,  about 
forty  years  ago,  leaving  his  el  deft  fon,  John  Tufton 
Mafon  and  feveral  other  children  ;  and  this  John 
Tufton  Mafon  a.bout  twenty  years  after,  died,  leav- 
ing one  only  child,  John  Tufton  Mafon,  of  Bofton, 
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mariner,  whb  claims  the  province  of  Ne\v-Hatiip-= 
fliire,  and  would  compound  with  the  province  of 
the  Maffachufetts  Bay  all  differences  between  them. 

Oh.  Upon  the  whole,  what  intereft  hath  this 
John  Tufton  Mafon  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  to 
what  purpofc  and  effetfl  can  the  province'^^  agree 
with  him,  and  in  what  manner  execute  it  ? 

A?ifw,     So   much  as  the  Prefident  and  Council 
aforefliid  conveyed  to  Captain  John  Mafon  for  New- 
Hampihire,  except  the   lands  fouthward  of  Merri- 
mack river,  and  within   three  miles   of  it  on  the 
northerly  fide,  which  V7as  before   conveyed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts,  and 
except  feven  thoufand  acres  particularly  devifed,  and 
the  manor  of  Mafon  Hall,  the  bounds  and  contents 
whereof  I  know   not.     1    fay  all   the  reft  of  New- 
Hampihire,  Captain  John  Mafon,  by  his  will  afore- 
iaid,  devifed  to  his  grandfon,    John  Tufton  Mafon, 
in  tail,  general.     Remainder  to  his  grandfon,  Rob- 
ert Tufton  Mafon,  in  tail  general,  with  remainders 
over,  and  the  right  has  properly  remained  defcend- 
ed,  and  come  to  this  John  Tufton  Mafon,  of  Bofton, 
mariner,  the  alienation  of  his  great  uncle  and  grand- 
father  aforefaid  notvvithftanding,  which  could  be 
of  no   avail   after  their  death.      But  if  at  their  death 
his  father  was  of  full  age,  it  is  fo  many  years  ago, 
that  his  fuit  is   effectually  barred   by   ftatute   21, 
James  I.  chap.  xvi.  which  requires  him  or  his  heirs 
to  bring  it  within  twenty  years  after  the  title  accru- 
ed at  fartheft.     And  if  he  ever  came  of  age,  he  or 
his  heirs  could  have  but  ten  years  after  he   was    of 
age,  or  after  his  death,  to  bring  this  fuit,  which  muff 
be  elapfed  in  this  time,    and  their  fuit  intirely  bar- 
red, for  which   only   reafon  I  am  of  opinion  this 
Province  can  neithet  get  nor  lofe  by  him  and  his  ti- 
tle aforefaid.  JOHN  READ. 

•  Or^-Iassadiucetts, 
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I  conceive  the  right  properly  defcends  to  John 
Tufcon  Mafon,  of  Bodon,  mariner,  the  alienation 
aforelaid  notwithftanding  ;  and  am  of  opinion  the 
(latute  of  limitation  aforefliid  will  not  be  held  of  it- 
felf  to  extend  to  New-England,  being  an  acl  not 
affirmative  of  the  common  law  in  abridgment  of 
the  general  right  the  party  has  of  purfuing,  and  be- 
yond twenty  years  afTerting  his  property,  and  trorn 
the  exprefs  words  of  the  ftatute,  the  fame  appears 
to  be  confined  to  the  realnl  of  England.  John  T'lif- 
ton  Mafon  cannot  convey  but  for  his  life,  and  not 
that,  being  out  of  poJGTeffion,  till  he  regains  the  fame. 
Whatever  fruit  the  provint:e  may  expedl  from  his 
title  muft  be  by  proper  powers. 

ROBERT  AUCHMUTY. 


No.  VIII. 

■k'o/iij  'f  Qucrii's  sca'rd  bj/  Jv.nv.ux  Gridlky,  ILsq.  c/  Bosco;/.,  and  an» 
su'crcd  I'ly  N.  pAZAKiiULEY,  Y_.sq.  0/ London. 

OjL  W  H ETHER  a  Jine  fur  cognisance ^ 
*Scc.  levied  at  Weftminfter,  of  lands  lying  in  New- 
England,  by  fiction,  fuppofed  to  be  in  England,  will 
bar  the  heir  in  tail  by  common  or  flatute  law  ? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  heir  in  tail  will  not  be  bar- 
red or  affedled  thereby. 

Oil.  Whether  a  common  recovery  fuffered  of  fuch 
lands,  will  be  a  bar  to  the  heir  in  tail  ?  N.  B.  There 
was  a  proper  court  in  the  plantation  where  a  fine 
might  have  been  levied,  and  a  recovery  fuffered,  and 
the  fervice  of  the  writ  in  the  common  recovery  was 
upon  the  heir  in  tail  then  in  England. 

I  think  the  heir  in  tail  will  not  be  barred  or  af- 
fected thereby. 

li 
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On,  Whether  fuch  a  fine  and  recovery  will  bar 
the  heir  in  tail  in  a  plantation  where  fuch  heir  has 
a  right  to  the  j  urifcUclion  and  prerogatives  iifed  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Durham  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Durham,  though  he  did  not  exercife  his  right  at  that 
time,  and  there  were  courts  there  under  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  crown  ? 

If  the  fa6ls  relating  to  this  queflion  had  been 
ftated,  I  might  have  been  able  to  have  given  a  dire(5l 
anfwer  to  this  queflion.  However  this  general  an- 
fwer  may  probably  anfwer  the  intent  of  the  quef- 
tion,  for  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  fine,  or  recovery,  can- 
not operate  upon  any  real  eflate  or  interefl  lying  out 
of  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and 
confequently  cannot  bar  or  affect  any  eftate  tail  in 
any  foreign  colony  or  plantation.  And  in  my  opin- 
ion fuch  a  law  would  be  of  moft  dangerous  confe- 
quence  to  eflates  in  thofe  countries,  and  introduce 
great  uncertainty  and  confufion  if  the  eflates  of  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  a£Fe(5led  by  records  privately 
made  up  in  this  country,  which  may  be  laid  in  one 
country  as  well  as  another. 

Oil.  Whether  any  judgments  have  been  given  at 
WeTlminfler,  upon  the  validity  and  force  of  fuch 
fines  and  recoveries,  and  what  are  they  ? 

I  know  not  that  there  has  been  any  fuch  judg- 
ment ;  but  a  fev/  years  ago,  when  the  prefent  Lord 
Chancellor  was  Chief  Juflice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
there  was  a  writ  of  error  brought  to  reverfe  a  fine 
levied  in  the  common  pleas,  and  the  error  afligned 
was  that  it  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  record, 
that  the  lands  lay  in  partlbus  tnmfmaiinis ^  and  the 
defendant  in  error  was  fo  fenlible  of  the  objedion, 
that  he  moved  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  amend 
by  flriking  out  the  words  ///  partihus  iraufmarhiiSy 
which  put  an  end  to  the  caufe.  And  I  do  not  know 
©f  any  other  judgment.     But  as  to  recoveries,  how 
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can  a  writ  of  feizin  be    awarded  or  returned  ?  for 
the   IhcrifF  cannot  give    leizin  of  lands  out  of  his 

Bailiwick.* 

N.  FAZAKERLEY. 


No.  IX. 

An  original  Letter  from  Gov.  ^Y^:N■rwoR•rn  to  Gov.  Shirley. 

rorts!noia/i22d  March,  1754. 

SIR, 

It  gives  me  great  concern  to  find  by 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  18th  current,  that 
the  intelligencies  you  have  from  the  eaflward,  con- 
firm the  report  of  the  Fort  the  French  are  building 
on    or   near   Kennebeck  river.     This  part   of  the 
French  policy,  it  concerns  all  his  Majefty's  colonies 
to  defeat,  as  the  building  forts  within  the  undoubt- 
ed limits  of  his   Majefty's  dominions,  is  not  only  a 
violation  of  all  treaties  fubfifting  between  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty  and  the  French  King,  but  has  a  fa- 
tal tendency  to  difturb  the  peace  and  quiet  of  all  his 
Majefty's  colonies  on  the  continent  of  America,  and 
therefore  I  fliall  think  it  my  duty,  if  I  can  obtain 
afTiftance   from    the  aiTembly,  to  prevent  not  only 
the  building  this,  but   any   other   fort  within  th© 
known  limits  of  the  King's  dominions,    after  they 
have  been  defired  and  required  to  defift. 

In  a  poftcript  of  my  laft  letter,  I  advifed  your  Ex- 
cellency that  the  two  perfons  indided  for  the  mur- 
der of  two  Indians,  the  grand  Jurors  had  found  a  bill 
againft,  and  on  Monday  they  were  put  in  irons,  and 
to  remain  fo  until  the  day  appointed  for  their  trial, 

•  The  seizin  of  the  I^nds  of  New-Hampshire,  when  sold  to  Samuel  AUen,  wa«  givcfJ 
fey  the  Sheriff  of  Kent,  in  England. 
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but  on  Thurfclay  morning  about  two  of  the  clock, 
a  mob  allembled,   and  with  axes  and  crows  broke 
open,  and  rent  in  pieces  the  outer  and  inner  doors 
of  the  pnfon,  and  refcued  the   prifoners,   and  in  fo 
Wen   a  manner,  that  the  neighbouring  houfes  were 
not  diftnrbed,  untd  the  main  body  had  got  poffeC 
fion  of  the  pnfoners,  and  then  they  marched  out  of 
town,  firing  guns,  and  in  a  moll  infolent  manner. 
As  to  the  numbers  It  is  varioufly  reported,  fbme  fay 
two  hundred    and  others  three  hundred   but  it  is 
my  opinion,  they  thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough 
to  refift  the  town  had  they  been  difcovered  ;  and  i 
IS  generally  luppofed  the  far  greater  part  of  this  ri- 
otous gang  came  out  of  the  country,  and  from   the 
frontiers  who  will  be  moft  expofed,  if  by  their  un- 
p.ecedented  conduct  it  fhouldbe  thecaufe  of  a  war- 
but  that  a  white  man  fliould  not  be  hanged  for  kill- 
ing an  Indian  has  taken  fuch  deep  root  in  the  minds 
oi-  the  unthinking  multitude,  that  it  is  impolTible  to 
remove  it. 

I  convened  the  council  on  this  occafion,  who  ad- 
viied  me  to  iflue  a  proclamation,  promifing  a  re- 
ward for  apprehending  the  prifoners,  but  they  de- 
lired  to  fufpend  their  advice  on  the  rioters,  until  the 
next  week,  alledging  that  as  there  was  fo  great  a 
number  concerned,  it  muft  be  impoflible  but  fome 
difcovery  muft  be  made  in  a  more  eafy  way  ;  fo  I 
have  adjourned  the  confideration  thereof  until  next 
week,  hoping  fome  difcovery  may  be  made  in  the 
mean  time,  of  fome  of  the  leaders. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refped, 
"  Sir,  your  Excellency's  moft 

obedient,  humble  fervant, 

B,  WENTWORTH. 
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No.  X. 


.i  fiarficular  Jccourj  cf  the  Ca/iii-'itit  of  Mr  a-.  Jem  lit  \  UovfE,/.<i/  the  Ra  . 
•  BuNKiiU  Gav,  uJ  hinndale^  in  a  letu-r  to  the  Author. 

175.5. '  As  MciTrs.  Caleb  Howe,  Hilkiah 
Grout,  and  Benjamin  GafBeld,  who  had  been  hoe- 
ing corn  in  the  meadow,  weit  of  the  river,  were  re- 
turning home,  a  little  before  funfet,  to  a  place  cal- 
led Bridgman's  Fort,  they  were  fired  upon  by- 
twelve  Indians,  who  had  ambufhed  their  path. 
Howe  was  on  horfeback,  with  two  young  lads,  his 
children,  behind  him.  A  ball,  which  broke  his 
thigh,  brought  him  to  the  ground.  His  horfe  ran. 
a  few  rods  and  fell  likewife,  and  both  the  lads  were 
taken.  The  Indians  in  their  favage  manner,  com- 
ing up  to  Howe,  pierced  his  body  with  a  fpear, 
tore  off  his  fcalp,  iluck  a  hatchet  in  his  head,  and 
left  him  in  this  forlorn  condition.  He  was  found 
alive  the  morning  after,  by  a  party  of  men  from 
Fort  Hinfdale  ;  and  being  allied  by  one  of  the  par- 
ty whether  he  knew  him,  he  anfwered  yes,  I  know 
you  all.  Thefe  were  his  Lift  words,  though  he  did 
not  expire  until  after  his  friends  had  arrived  with 
him  at  Fort  Hinfdale.  Grout  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  efcape  unhurt.  But  Gaffield,  in  attempting  to 
wade  through  the  river,  at  a  certain  place  which 
was  indeed  fordable  at  that  time,  was  unfortunate- 
ly drowned.  Fluflied  with  the  fuccefs  they  had 
met  with  here,  the  favages  went  di really  to  Bridg- 
man's Fort.  There  was  no  man  in  it,  and  only 
three  women  and  fome  children,  viz.  Mrs.  Jemima 
Howe,  Mrs.  Submit  Grout,  andMrs.Unicc  Gaflicld. 
There  hufbands,  I  need  not  mention  again,  and 
their  feelings  at  this  jundure  I  will  not  attempt  tq 


278  APPENDIX. 

defcribe.  They  had  heard  the  enemies  guns,  but 
knew  not  what  had  happened  to  then-  friends. 
Extremely  anxious  for  their  fafety,  they  flood  long- 
ing to  embrace  them,  until  at  length,  concluding 
from  the  noife  they  heard  without  that  fome  gf 
them  were  come,  they  unbarred  the  gate  in  a  hur- 
ry to  receive  them  j  when  lo  !  to  their  inexpl^ciTi- 
ble  dlfappointment  and  furprife,  inftead  of  their 
hufbands,  in  rufhed  a  number  of  hedious  Indians, 
to  whom  they  and  their  tender  offspring  became  an 
eafy  prey  ;  and  from  whom  they  had  nothing  to 
expe6l,  but  either  an  immediate  death,  or  a  long 
and  doleful  captivity.  The  latter  of  thefe,  by  the 
favor  of  Providence,  turned  out  to  be  the  lot  of 
thefe  unhappy  women  and  their  ftill  more  unhap- 
by,  becaufe  more  helplefs,  children.  Mrs.  Gaffield 
had  but  one,  Mrs.  Grout  had  three,  and  Mrs.  Howe 
feven.  The  elded  of  Mrs.  Howe's  was  eleven  years 
old,  and  the  youngeft  but  fix  months.  The  two 
eldeft  were  daughters,  which  fhe  had  by  her  firft 
hufband,  Mr.  William  Phipps,  who  was  alfo  flain 
by  the  Indians,  of  which,  I  doubt  not  but  you  have 
feen  an  account  in  Mr.  Doolittlc's  hiftory.  It  was 
fromthe  mouth  of  this  woman  that  I  lately  receiv- 
ed the  foregoing  account.  She  alfo  gave  me,  I  doul^t 
not,  a  true,  though  to  be  fure,  a  very  brief  and  im- 
perfedl  hiftory  of  her  captivity,  which  I  here  infert 
for  your  perufal.  It  may  perhaps  afford  you  fome 
amufement,  and  can  do  no  harm  ;  if  after  it  has 
undergone  yovir  critical  infpeclion,  you  fhould  not 
think  it  (or  an  abreviation  of  it)  worthy  to  be  pre- 
ferved  among  the  records  you  are  about  to  pub- 
lifh. 

*  The  Indians  (fhe  fays)  having  plundered  and 
put  fire  to  the  Fort,  vv^e  marched  as  near  as  I  couldj 
judge,  a  mile  and  a  half  into  the  woods,  where  wej 
encamped  that  night.     When  the  morning  camej 
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and  we  had  advanced  as  much  farther,  fix  Indians 
v/ere  fent  back  to  the  place  of  our  late  abode,  who 
coUetfled  a  little  more  plunder,  and  deftroyed  fome 
other  eifecls  that  had  been  left  behind  ;  but  they 
did  not  return  until  the  day  was  fo  far  fpent,  that 
it  was  judged  bell  to  continue  where  we  were, 
thrcfugh  the  night.  Karly  the  next  morning  we 
fet  ofli^for  Canada,  and  continued  our  march  eight 
days  fuccellively,  until  we  had  reached  the  place 
where  the  Indians  had  left  their  canoes,  about  fif- 
teen miles  from  Crown  Point.  This  was  a  long 
and  tedious  march  ;  but  the  captives,  by  divine  al- 
fillance,  were  enabled  to  endure  it  with  lefs  troubl© 
and  difficulty,  than  they  had  reafon  to  expedl. 
From  fuchfavage  mafters,  in  fuch  indigent  circum- 
ftances,  we  could  not  rationally  hope  for  kinder 
treatment  than  we  received.  Some  of  us,  it  is 
true,  had  a  harder  lot  than  others ;  and,  among 
the  children,  I  thought  my  fon  Squire  had  the  hard- 
eft  of  any.  He  was  tlien  only  four  years  old,  and 
when  we  flopped  to  reft  our  weary  limbs,  and  he 
fat  dov^^n  on  his  mailer's  pack,  the  favage  monfler 
would  often  knock  him  off;  and  fometimes  too, 
with  the  handle  of  his  hatchet.  Several  ugly  marks, 
indented  in  his  head  by  the  cruel  Indians,  at  that 
tender  age,  are  ftill  plainly  to  be  feen. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Crown  Point,  and  took 
up  our  quarters  there,  for  the  fpace  of  near  a  week. 
In  the  mean  time  fome  of  the  Indians  went  to 
Montreal,  and  took  feveral  of  the  weary  captives 
along  with  them,  with  a  view  of  felling  them  to  the 
French.  They  did  not  fuccecd,  however,  in  finding 
a  market  for  any  of  them.  They  gave  my  young- 
e(l  daughter.  Submit  Phipps,  to  the  Governor,  de 
Vaudreuil,  had  a  drunken  frolick,  and  returned  a- 
gain  to  Crown  Point,  with  the  reft  of  their  prifon- 
ers.     From  hence  we  fet  off  for  St.  John's,  in  four 
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or  five  canoes,  juft  as  night  was  coming  on,  and 
were  loon  furroundcd  with  darknefs.  A  heavy 
llorm  hung  over  us.  The  found  of  the  rolling 
thunder  was  very  terrible  upon  the  waters,  which 
at  every  flafli  of  expanfive  lightning,  feemed  to  be 
all  in  a  blaze.  Yet  to  this  we  were  indebted  for  all 
the  light  we  enjoyed.  No  cbjecl  could  we  difcern 
any  longer  than  the  ilaihes  laited.  In  this  poflure 
we  failed  in  our  open  tottering  canoes,  almoft  the 
whole  of  tha.t  dreary  night.  The  morning  indeed 
had  not  yet  begun  to  dawn,  when  we  all  went 
alliore  ;  and  having  collected  a  heap  of  fand  and 
gravel  for  a  pillow^,  I  laid  myfelf  down,  with  my 
tender  infant  by  my  fide,  not  knowing  where  any 
of  my  other  children  were,  or  what  a  miferable 
condition  they  might  be  in.  The  next  day,  how- 
ever, under  the  wing  of  that  ever  prefent  and  all- 
povv^erful  Providence,  which  had  preferved  us  thro* 
the  darknefs,  and  imminent  dangers  of  the  preced- 
ing night,  we  all  arrived  in  fafety  at  St.  Johns. 

Our  next  movement  was  to  St.  Francois,  the  me- 
tropolis, if  I  may  fo  call  it,  to  which  the  Indians, 
who  led  us  captive,  belonged.  Soon  after  our  arriv- 
al at  their  wretched  capital,  a  council,  confifting  of 
the  chief  Sachem,  and  fome  principal  warriors  of  the 
St.  Francois  tribe,  was  convened;  and  after  the  cer- 
emonies ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  were  over,  I  was 
condudled  and  delivered  to  an  old  fquaw,  whom 
the  Indians  told  me,  I  muft  call  my  mother.  My 
infant  ftill  continuing  to  be  the  property  of  its  orig- 
inal Indian  owners.  I  was  neverthelefs  permitted  to 
keep  it  with  me  a  while  longer,  for  the  fake  of  fav- 
ing  them  the  trouble  of  looking  after  it,  and  of 
maintaining  it  with  my  milk.  When  the  weather 
began  to  grow  cold,  fliuddering  at  the  profpedl  of 
approaching  winter,  I  acquainted  my  new  mother 
that  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  poffible   for  me  to 


endure  it,  if  I  mulT:  fpend  it  with  her,  and  fare  as 
the  Indians  did.  Lillening  to  my  repeated  and 
earneil  folicitations,  that  I  might  be  difpofed  of 
among  fome  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
file,  at  length,  fet  off  with  me  and  my  infant,  at- 
tended by  fome  male  Indians,  upon  a  journey  to 
Montreal,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  market  for  me  there. 

But  the  attempt  proved  unfuccefsful,  and  the 
journey  tedious  indeed.  Our  provifions  were  fo 
fcanty  as  well  as  infipid  and  unfavory,  the  weather 
was  fo  cold,  and  the  travelling  fo  very  bad,  that  it 
often  ieemed  as  if  I  muft  have  perilhed  on  the  way. 
The  lips  of  my  poor  child  were  fometimes  fo  be- 
numbed that  when  I  put  it  to  my  breaft,  it  could 
not,  till  it  grew  warm,  imbibe  the  nourilhment 
requifite  for  its  fupport.  While  we  were  at  Mon- 
treal, we  went  into  the  houfe  of  a  certain  French 
gentleman,  whofe  lady,  being  fent  for,  and  coming 
into  the  room  where  I  was,  to  examine  me,  feeing 
I  had  an  infant,  exclaimed  fuddenly  in  this  man- 
ner, *  Damn  it,  I  will  not  buy  a  woman  that  has  a 
*  child  to  look  after.'  There  was  a  fw ill-pail  (land- 
ing near  me,  in  which  I  obferved  fome  crufts  and 
crumbs  of  bread  fwiming  on  the  furface  of  the 
greafy  liquor  it  contained  :  Sorely  pinched  with 
hunger,  1  fkimmed  them  off  with  my  hands 
and  eat  them  ;  and  this  was  all  the  refrelliment 
which  the  houfe  afforded  me.  Some  where  in  the 
courfe  of  this  vifit  to  Montreal,  my  Indian  mother 
was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  catch  the  fmall  pox,  of 
which  diftemper  flie  died,  foon  after  our  return, 
which  was  by  water,  to  St.  Francois. 

And  now  came  on  the  feafon  when  the  Indians 
begun  to  prepare  for  a  winter's  hunt.  I  was  order- 
ed to  return  my  poor  child  to  thofe  of  them, 
who  flill  claimed' it  as  their  property.  This  was  a 
fevere  trial.     The  babe  clung  to  ray  bofom  with  all 
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its  might  ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  pluck  it  theiice^ 
and  deliver  it,  flirieking  and  fcreaming,  enough  to 
penetrate  a  heart  of  Hone,  into  the  hands  of  thofe 
unfeeling  wretches  whofe  tender  mercies  may  be 
termed  Cruel.  It  was  foon  carried  off  by  a  hunting 
party  of  thofe  Indians,  to  a  place  called  Meififkow, 
at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Champiain,  whither,  in 
about  a  month  after,  it  was  my  fortune  to  follow 
them.  I  had  prefer ved  my  milk,  in  hopes  of  fee- 
ing m.y  beloved  child  again.  And  here  I  found  it, 
it  is  true,  but  in  a  condition  that  afforded  me  no 
great  fatisfa6lion  ;  it  being  greatly  emaciated,  and 
almoft  ftarved.  I  took  it  in  my  arms,  put  its  face 
to  mine,  and  it  inilantly  bit  me  v/ith  fuch  violence, 
that  it  feemed  as  if  I  mufl:  have  parted  with  a  piece 
of  my  cheek,  I  was  permitted  to  lodge  with  it  that, 
and  the  tvv^o  following  nights  ;  but  every  morning 
that  intervened,  the  Indians,  I  fuppofe  on  purpofe 
to  torment  me,  fent  me  away  to  another  wigwam, 
which  flood  at  a  little  dillance,  though  Mot  fo  far 
from  the  one  in  which  my  diftreiled  infant  was 
confined,  but  that  I  could  plainly  hear  its  incellant 
cries,  and  heart  rending  lamentations.  In  this  de- 
plorable condition  I  was  obliged  to  lake  my  leave 
of  it,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  da^/  after  my  ar- 
rival at  the  place.  We  moved  down  the  Lake  fev- 
eral  miles  the  fame  day  ;  and  the  night  following 
was  remarkable  on  account  of  the  greal  earthquake^ 
which terriblyfliook that  howdingvt^ildernefs.  Among 
the  iilands  hereabouts  v/e  fpent  the  winter  feafbn, 
often  fnifting  our  quarters,  and  roving^about  from 
one  place  to  another  ;  our  family  confiding  of  three 
peribns  only,  beiides  myfelf,  viz.  my  late  mother's 
daughter,  wdiom  therefore  I  called  my  fifter,  her 
ilmhop,  and  a  pappoofe.  They  once  left  me  alone  two 
di  final  nights ;  and  when  they  returned  to  mc  again, 
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perceiving  them  fmile  at  each  other,  I  alked  what 
is  the  matter  ?  They  replied,  that  two  of  my  chil- 
dren were  no  more  :  One  of  which,  they  faid,  died 
a  natural  death,  and  the  other  was  knocked  on  the 
head.  I  did  not  utter  many  words,  but  my  heart 
was  forely  pained  within  me,  and  my  mind  exceed- 
ingly troubled  with  ftrange  and  awful  ideas.  I  oft- 
en imagined,  for  inilance,  that  I  plainly  faw  the  na- 
ked carcafes  of  my  deceafed  children  hanging  upon 
the  limbs  of  the  trees,  as  the  Indians  are  wont  to 
hang  the  raw  hides  of  thofe  beafts  which  they  take  in 
hunting.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  it  was 
fo  ordered  by  kind  Providence,  that  I  fliould  be  re- 
lieved in  a  good  meafure  from  thofe  horrid  imagina- 
tions ;  for  as  I  was  walking  one  day  upon  the  ice, 
obferving  a  fmoke  at  fome  diflance  upon  the  land, 
it  mull  proceed,  thought  I,  from  the  fire  of  fome  In- 
dian hut,  and  who  knows  but  fome  one  of  my  poor 
children  may  be  there.  My  curiofity,  thus  excited, 
led  me  to  the  place,  and  there  I  found  my  fon  Ca- 
leb, a  little  boy  between  two  and  three  years  old, 
whom  I  had  lately  buried,  in  fentiment  at  lead  ;  or 
rather  imagined  to  have  been  deprived  of  lite,  and 
perhaps  alfo  denied  a  decent  grave.  I  found  him  like- 
w^ife  in  tolerable  health  and  circumltanccs,  under 
the  protection  of  a  fond  Indian  mother  ;  and  more- 
over had  the  happinefs  of  lodging  with  him  in  my 
arms  one  joyful  night.  Again  we  ihifted  our  quar- 
ters, and  when  we  had  travelled  eight  or  ten  miles 
upon  the  fnow  and  ice,  came  to  a  place  where  the 
Indians  manufadured  fugar  which  they  extraded 
from  the  maple  trees.  Here  an  Indian  came  to  vifit 
us,  whom  I  knew,  and  could  fpeak  Englilh.  He 
afked  me  why  I  did  not  go  to  fee  my  fbn  Squire. 
I  replied  that  I  had  lacely  been  informed  that  he  was 
dead.  He  affured  me  that  he  was  yet  alive,  and  but 
two  or  three  miles  off,  on  the    oppofite   fide  ot  the 
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Lake.  At  my  reqviefl  he  gave  me  the  bed  dire6^1ons . 
he  could  to  the  place  of  his  abode.  I  refolved  to 
embrace  the  rirfh  opportunity  that  offered  of  endeav- 
oring to  fearch  it  out.  While  I  was  bufy  in  con- 
templating this  affair,  the  Indians  obtained  a  little 
bread,  of  which  they  gave  me  a  fmall  fnare.  I  did 
not  talie  amorfelof  it  myfelf,  but  faved  it  all  for  my 
poor  child,  if  i  fliould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  find  him. 
At  length,  having  obtained  of  my  keepers  leave  to  be 
abfent  for  one  day,  I  fet  off  early  in  the  morning, 
and  fleering,  as  well  as  I  could,  according  to  the 
directions  which  the  friendly  Indian  had  given  me, 
I  quickly  found  the  place,  which  he  had  fo  accurate- 
ly marked  out.  I  beheld,  as  I  drev/  nigh,  my  little 
fon  without  the  camp  ;  but  he  looked,  thought  I, 
like  a  ftarved  and  mangy  puppy,  that  had  been  wal- 
lowing in  tile  afhes.  1  took  him  in  my  arms,  and  he 
fpoke  to  m.e  thefe  words,  in  the  Indian  tongue  : 
'Mother  are  you  come  ?'  I  took  him  into  the  wig- 
wam with  me,  and  obferving  a  number  of  Indian 
children  in  it,  1  diilributed  all  the  bread  Vv-hich  I 
had  referved  for  my  own  child,  among  them  all, 
other  wife  I  fliould  have  given  great  offence.  My 
little  boy  appeared  to  be  very  fond  of  his  new  moth- 
er, kept  as  near  me  as  poiFible  while  I  llaid,  and  when 
I  told  him  I  muil  go,  he  fell  as  though  he  had  been 
knocked  down  wiuh  a  club.  But  having  recom- 
mended him  to  the  care  of  Him  that  made  him, 
when  the  day  was  far  fpent.  and  the  time  would  per- 
mit me  to  flaynolonger,!  departed,  youmay  wellfup- 
pofe,  vvrith  a  heavy  load  a.t  my  heart.  The  tidings  I 
had  received  of  the  death  of  my  youngeil  child 
had,  a  little  before,  been  confirmed  to  me  beyond  a 
doubt,  but  I  could  not  mourn  fo  heartily  for  the  de- 
ceafed  as  for  the  living  child. 

When  the  winter  broke  up,  we  removed  to  St. 
John's  ;  and,  through  the  enfuing  fummer  our  prin- 
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cipal  rcfidence  was  at  no  great  cUftance  from  the  fort 
at  that  place.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  my  fif- 
ter's  huiband  having  been  out  with  a  fcouting  party 
to  fome  of  the  EngUlli  fettlements,  had  a  drunken 
frolic  at  the  fort,  when  he  returned.  His  wife,  who 
never  got  drunk,  but  had  often  experienced  the  ill 
effects  of  her  hufband's  intemperance,  fearing  what 
the  confequence  might  prove,  if  he  Ihould  come 
home  in  a  morofe  and  turbulent  humour,  to  avoid 
his  infolence,  propofed  that  we  fliould  both  retire, 
and  keep  out  of  the  reacli  of  it,  until  the  ftorm  abat- 
ed. We  abfconded  accordingly,  but  fo  it  happened, 
that  I  returned,  and  ventured  into  his  prefence,  be- 
fore his  wife  had  prefumed  to  come  nigh  him.  I 
found  him  in  his  wigwam,  and  in  a  furly  mood  ; 
and  not  being  able  to  revenge  upon  his  wife,becaufe 
file  was  not  at  home,  he  laid  hold  of  me,  and  hurri^ 
me  to  the  fort  ;  and  for  a  triliing  conlideration,  fold 
me  to  a  French  gentleman,  whofe  name  was  Sacca- 
pee.  'Tis  an  ill  wind  certainly  that  blows  no  body 
any  good.  I  had  been  with  the  Indians  a  year  lack- 
ing tourteen  days  ;  and,  if  not  for  my  filler,  yet  for 
me,  'twas  a  lucky  circumllance  indeed,  which  thus 
at  laft ,  in  an  unexpeded  moment,  fnatched  me  out 
of  their  cruel  hands,  and  placed  me  beyond  the 
reach  of  their  infolent  power. 

Afcer  my  Indian  mafter  had  difpofed  of  me  m 
the  manner  related  above,  and  the  moment  of  fo- 
ber  refledion  had  arrived,  perceiving  that  the  man 
who  bought  me  had  taken  the  advantage  of  hnn  m 
an  unguarded  hour,  his  rcfentmcnts  begun  to  km- 
dle,  and  his  indignation  rofe  fo  high,  that  he  threat- 
ened to  kill  me  if  he  fliould  meet  me  alone,  or  it 
he  could  not  revenge  himiblf  thus,  that  he  would 
fet  fire  to  the  fort.  I  was  therefore  iecreted  m  an 
upper  chamber,  and  the  fort  carefully  guarded,  un- 
til his  wrath  had  time  to  cool.     My  fervicc  m  the 
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family  to  which  I  was  now  advanced,  was  perfect 
freedom,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  had  been  among 
the  barbarous  Indians.  My  new  mailer  and  mif- 
trefs  were  both  as  kind  and  generous  towards  me 
as  I  could  any  ways  expecSl.  1  feldom  allied  a 
favor  of  either  of  them,  but  it  v/as  reacUly  grant- 
ed :  In  confequence  of  which  I  had  it  in  my  pow- 
er, in  many  inftances,  to  adminiiler  aid  and  re- 
freilimentto  the  poor  prifoners  of  my  ov\^n  nation, 
who  were  brought  into  St.  John's  during  my  abode 
in  the  family  of  the  above-mentioned  benevolent 
and  hofpitable  Saccapee.  Yet  even  in  this  fam.ily 
fuch  trials  awaited  me  as  I  had  little  reafon  to  ex- 
pect, but  flood  in  need  of  a  large  Hock  of  prudence, 
to  enable  me  to  encounter  tliem.  Muif  I  tell  you 
then,  that  even  the  good  old  man  himfelf,  who  con- 
fidered  me  as  his  property,  and  likewife  a  warm 
and  refolute  fon  of  his,  at  that  fame  time,  and  un~ 
der  the  fam^e  roof,  became  both  exceilively  fond  of 
my  company  ;  fo  that  between  thefe  two  rivals,  the 
father  and  the  fon,  I  found  myfelf  in  a  very  critical 
fituation  indeed,  and  was  greatly  embarraffed  and 
perplexed,  hardly  knowing  many  times,  how  to  be- 
have in  fuch  a  manner  as  at  once  to  fecure  my  own 
virtue,  and  the  good  eileem  of  the  family  in  which 
I  reiidcd,  and  upon  which  I  was  vdiolly  dependent 
for  my  daily  fupport.  At  length,  however,  through 
the  tender  compailion  of  a  certain  Engliih  gentle- 
man,'^ the  Governor  de  Vaudreuil  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  I  had  fallen  into,  im- 
mediately ordered  the  young  and  amorous  Sacca- 
pee, then  an  officer  in  the  French  army,  from  the 
field  of  Venus  to  the  field  of  Mars,  and  at  the  fame 
time  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  his  father,  enjoining 
it  upon  him,  by  no  means  to  fuffer  me  to  be  abuf- 
ed,  but  to  uiake  my  fituation  and  fervice  in  his  fam~ 

*   Col.  Pcttr  Scliuyler,  then  a  prisoner. 
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ily  as  eafy  and  delightful  as  pofTible.  I  was  more- 
over under  nufpeakable  obligations  to  the  Govep- 
i>or  upon  another  account.  I  had  received  intelli- 
gence from  my  daughter  Mary,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  there  was  a  profpedl  of  her  being 
fliortly  married  to  a  young  Indian  of  the  tribe  of 
Saint  Francois,  with  which  tribe  flie  had  continued 
from  the  beginning  of  her  captivity.  Thefe  were 
heavy  tidings,  and  added  greatly  to  the  poignancy 
of  my  other  afflictions.  However,  not  long  after  I 
had  heard  this  melancholy  news,  an  opportunity 
prefented,  of  acquainting  that  humane  and  gener- 
ous gentleman,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  my 
illuflrious  benefactor,  with  this  affair  alfo,  who  in 
compalFion  for  my  fufferings,  and  to  mitigate  my 
forrows,  iffued  his  orders  in  good  time,  and  had  my 
daughter  taken  away  from  the  Indians,  and  convey- 
ed to  the  f'lme  nunnery  where  her  filler  was  then 
lodged,  with  his  exprefs  injundion,  that  they  fliould 
both  of  them  together,  be  well  looked  after,  and 
carefully  educated,  as  his  adopted  children.  In  this 
fchool  of  fuperftition  and  bigotry,  they  continued 
while  the  war  in  thofe  days  between  France  and 
Great-Britain  laifed.  At  the  conclufion  of  which 
war,  the  Governor  went  home  to  France,  took  my 
oldeft  daughter  along  with  him,  and  married  her 
then  to  a  French  gentleman,  whofe  name  is  Cron 
Lewis.  He  was  at  Bofton  with  the  fleet  under 
Count  de  Eftaing,  [1778]  and  one  of  his  Clerks. 
My  other  daughter  Hill  continuing  in  the  nunnery, 
a  confiderable  time  had  elapfed  after  my  return 
from  captivity,  when  I  made  a  journey  to  Cana- 
da, refolving  to  ufe  my  bed  endeavors  not  to  return 
without  her.  I  arrived  jufl  in  time  to  prevent  her 
being  fent  to  France.  She  was  to  have  gone  in  the 
next  veffel  that  failed  for  that  place.  And  I  found 
it  extremely  difficult  to  prevail  with  her  to  quit  the 
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nunnery  and  go  home  with  me.  Yea,  flae  abfolute- 
ly  refufed,  and  all  the  perfliaiions  and  arguments  I 
could  ufe  with  her,  were  to  no  effeclj  until  after  I 
had  been  to  the  Governor  and  obtained  a  letter  from 
him  to  the  fuperintendaat  of  the  nuns,  in  v/hich  he 
threatened,  if  my  daughter  fhould  not  be  immedi- 
ately delivered  into  my  hands,  or  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed with  to  fubmit  to  my  parental  authority,  that 
he  would  fend  a  band  of  foldiers  to  affift  me  in 
bringing  her  away.  Upon  hearing  this  ihc  made 
no  farther  refinance.  i3utfoextremely  bigoted  was 
ihe  to  the  culfoms  and  religion  of  the  place,  that  af- 
ter all,  fhe  left  it  with  the  greatell  relu6lance,  and 
the  moll  bitter  lamentations,  v/hich  fhe  continued 
as  we  paiTed  the  flreets,  and  wholly  refufed  to  be 
comforted.  My  good  friend.  Major  Small,  whom 
we  met  with  on  the  way,  tried  all  he  could  to  con- 
fole  her  ;  and  was  fo  very  kind  and  obliging  as  to 
bear  us  company,  and  carry  my  daughter  behind 
him  on  horfeback. 

But  I  have  run  on  a  little  before  my  ftory,  for  I 
have  not  yet  informed  you  of  the  means  and  man- 
ner of  my  own  redemption,  to  the  accomplilhing  of 
which,  the  recovery  of  my  daughter  jufl  mention- 
ed, and  the  ranfoming  of  fome  of  my  other  chil- 
dren, feveral  gentlemen  of  note,  contributed  not  a 
little  ;  to  whofe  goodnefs,  therefore,  I  am  greatly 
indebted,  and  iincerely  hope  I  fhall  never  be  fo  un- 
grateful as  to  forget.  Col.  Schuyler  in  particular 
was  ib  very  kind  and  generous  as  to  advance  2700 
livres  to  procure  a  ranfom  for  myfelf  and  three  of 
my  children.  He  accompanied  and  conducfted  us 
from  Montreal  to  Albany,  and  entertained  us  in 
the  moil  friendly  and  hofpitable  manner  a  confider- 
able  time,  at  his  own  houfe,  and  I  believe  entirely 
at  his  own  expenfe. 
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I  have  fpun  out  the  above  narrative  to  a  much 
greater  length  than  I  at  firft  intended,  and  fliall  con- 
clude it  with  referring  you,  for  a  more  ample  and 
brtlUaiit  account  of  the  captive  heroine,  who  is  the 
fubjed  of  it,  to  Col.  Humphrey's  hiftory  of  the  life 
of  Gen.  Ifrael  Putnum,  together  with  fome  remarks 
upon  a  few   claufes  in  it.     I  never  indeed  had  the 
pleafure  of  peruhng  the  whole  of  faid  hiftory,  but 
remember  to  have  feen,  fome  time  ago,  an  extracSl 
from  it  in  one  of  the  Bollon  newfpapers,  in  which 
the  Colonel  has  extolled  the  beauty  and  good  fenfe, 
and  rare  accomplifhmenrs  of  Mrs.  Howe,  the  per- 
fon  whom  he  endeavors  to  paint  in  the  mod  lively 
and  engaging  colours,  perhaps  a  little  too  highly, 
and  in  a  ftyle,  that  may  appear  to  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  her  at  this   day,  romantick  and  ex- 
travagant.    And  the  Colonel  mull  needs  have  been 
mifinformed  with  refpecft   to  fome  particulars  that 
he  has  mentioned  in  lier  ftory.  Indeed,  when  I  read 
the   extra6l  from  his  hiftory  to  Mrs.  Tute,  (which 
name  ftie  has  derived  from  a  third  hufband,  whofe 
widow   Ihe  now  remains)   flie   feemed  to  be  well 
pleafed,  and  faid,  at  ftrft,  it  was  all  true,  but  foon  after 
contradicted  the  circumftance  of  her  lover's  being 
io  bereft  of  his  fenfes  when  he  faw  her  moving  oft 
in  a  boat  at   fome   diftance  from   the   fliore,  as  to 
plunge  into  the  water  after  her,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  feen  no  more.     It  is  true,  flie  faid, 
that  as  flie  was  returning  from  Montreal  to  Alba- 
ny, ftie  met  with  young  Saccapee  on  the  way.  That 
ftie  was  in  a  boat  with  Col.  Schuyler,  that  the  French 
officer   came   on  board   the   boat,  made  her  fome 
handfome  prefents,  took  his  final  leave  of  her,  and 
<leparted,  to  outward  appearance,  in  tolerable  good 

humour. 

She  moreover  fiiys,that  when  flie  went  toCanadafor 
her  daughter,  flie  met  with  him  again,  that  he  ftiow- 
1.1 
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eel  her  a  lock  oi.  her  Iiairj  and  her  name  likewlie, 
printed  with  vermilion  on  his  arm.  As  to  her  be- 
ing chofen  agent  to  go  to  Europe,  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  Hinfdale,  when  Col.  Howard  obtained 
from  the  government  of  New- York  a  patent  of  their 
lands  on  the  weft-fide  of  Connedticut  river,  it  was 
never  once  thought  of  by  Hinfdale  people  until  the 
above-mentioned  extrac5l  arrived  among  them,  in 
which  the  author  has  inferted  it  as  a  matter  of  un- 
doubted fa6l. 


No.  XI. 
AT  THE  COURT  AT  ST.   JAMES's, 

The  20th  Day  of  July  ^  1  ^64, 

rilESKNT 

THE  KING'S  r,IOST  EXCELLENT    T^IAJESTY, 
■  Lord  Howard^         \Earl  of  HUJJhoroiigh^ 

Earl  of  Saiidivlch^  \Mr.  Vlcc-Cbamherlahiy 

Earl  of  Halifax^      \Gilhcrt  Elliot^  Efq. 

Earl  of  Po-ivls^        \  James  Ofwald^  Efq, 

Earl  of  Heir  courts    I 

W  IIEREAS  there  was  this  day  read  at 
the  Board  a  report  made  by  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Planta- 
tion Affairs,  dated  the  17th  of  this  inftant,  upon 
confidering  a  Reprcfentation  from  the  Lords  Com- 
mifhoners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  relative  to  the 
difputes  that  have  ibme  years  fubfifted  between  the 
Provinces  of  New-Hamplliire  and  New- York,  con- 
cerning the  Boundary  Line  between  thofe  Provin- 
ces, llis  Majefty  taking  the  fame  into  coniidera- 
tion,  was  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil, to   approve   of  what  is   therein  propofed,  and 
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dotk  accordingly  hereby  Order  and  Declare,  the 
wellern  banks  of  the  i  iver  Conneclicut,  from  where 
it  enters  the  Province  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay,  as 
far  North  as  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  Northern  Lat- 
itude, to  be  the  Boundary  Line  between  the  faid 
two  Provinces  of  New-PIampfliire  and  New-York. 
Whereof  the  refpective  Governors  and  Command- 
ers in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  faid  Provinces  of  New- 
Plampfhire  and  New- York,  for  the  time  being,  and 
all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice 
of  his  Majefty's  pleafure  hereby  fignified,  and  gov- 
ern themfelves  accordingly. 

W.    BLAIR. 


No.  XII. 

Copij  of  a  R(f}ort  rf  a  Comitiiitee  cfboth  Houaes  rf  ihe  ATa^sachitsetls  As- 
g:inl)iu,  resfiectiug  the  A'cKJ-HiimJishire  Liuc^  Dete'mber   1766. 

1  PIE  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  afPiir  of  the  line  between  the  province  of  Maine, 
now  a  part  of  the  Malfachufetts  Bay,  and  that  of 
New-Hampfliire,  beg  leave  to  reprefent  the  fads  as 
they  appeared  to  them. 

The  commiffioners  appointed  by  his  late  Majefty, 
King  George  the  fecond,  to  fettle  the  line  between 
the  two  governments  aforefaid,  A.  D.  1737,  report- 
ed the  fame  to  begin  in  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of 
Pafcataqua  harbor,  and  up  the  river  Nevvichawan- 
ock,  a  part  of  which  is  called  Salmon  fall,  and 
through  the  middle  of  the  fame  to  the  far  the  ft  head 
thereof;  and  from  thence  north  two  degrees  welt, 
until  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be  iinifhed, 
from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  harbour  aforefaid,  or 
until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments. 
Governor  Belcher,  who   was   then   at  the  head  of 
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both  provinces,  in  die   winter  of  the  year  1 740-1  ^ 
moved  tothe  AlTembly  of  the  Maflachiifetts  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  join  virith  thofe  of  Ncw-Kamplhire^ 
in  order  to  run  out  and  mark  the   aforefaid   line, 
agreeable  to  the  determination  of  the   commiilion- 
ers  aforefaid.     But  the  Aifembly,  after  feveral  mo- 
tions made  to   them,  referred  the  confideration  of 
this  affair  to  the  then  next  May  feflion.     Governor 
Belcher  foon  after  met  the  Affembly  of  N^w-Hamp- 
ihire,  who,  upon  a  motion  made  to  lliem  of  running 
the  line   aforefaid,  complied,  and  in  the  month  of 
March  1741,  proceeded  on  the  affair  cspartc^  begin- 
ning <it  the  head   of  the   eafternmoit  and   fmalleil; 
branch  of  the  aforefaid  river,  and  run  tweniy-five 
or  thirty  miles  into  the  country  ;  this  was  perform- 
ed by  Walter  Bryant,  by  order  from  Governor  Bel- 
cher ;  and  hovv^evcr  imperfecft  this  furvcy  v/as,  that 
government  have  returned  it,  together  with  a  plan 
thereof ;  but  the  royal   approbation   in  Council  is 
had  in    the    words   of  the  commiflioners'    report, 
abovementioned,  without  having  any  regard  to  the 
furvey  aforefr.id,  and  it  has  been  found,  by  the  mod 
careful   examination,  that  the  river  is  much  larger 
than  the  branch  from  vv  hence  the  faid  Bryant  then 
took  his  departure  ;  and   this  appears  by  his  own 
evidence,  together  v»^ith  Capt.  Gowing's  and  War- 
ren's.   And  your  committee  beg  leave  further  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  by  the  plan  taken  by  Bryant,  and  by  the 
government  of    New-Hampihire    lodged  with  the 
board  of  trade,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  received 
from  that  Province,  it  appears  that  the  eaflernmofl 
branch  of  the  River  aforefaid,  which  the  furveyor 
then  took,  runs  a^bout  north  and  by  eaft  ;  and  by  the 
plan  fent  home  by  the  commiilioners,  taken  by  Mr. 
JefFrey,  and  which  accompanied  their  report  of  the 
fettlement  of  the  line,  in  1737,  it  appears  that  the 
river,  there   laid  down,  runs  north  northwell,  (a 
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copy  of  which  is  here  authenticated)  which  exadly 
agrees  with  the  middle  or  main  branch,  and  is  what 
this  Province  claims  to ;  fb  that  by  comparing  the 
two  plans,  it  appears  Mr.  Bryant  was  miftaken  in 
taking  a  pond  at  the  head  of  the  eafl:  branch,  which 
he  called  LovclTs  pond,  when  he  fliould,  agreeable 
to  the  commiflioners'  report,  have  taken  the  middle 
or  main  branch  of  the  river,  where  was  a  pond  then 
called,  and  many  years  before  and  iince,  known  by 
the  name  of  Lovell's  pond,  and  to  this  pond  Mr. 
Bryant  himfelf  carried  our  committee,  in  1766,  and 
declared  that  was  always  called  Lovell's  pond,  which 
lies  at  the  head  of  the  river,  and  as  thofe  two  bran- 
ches are  at  fix  or  feven  miles  diilancc,  at  right  angles 
at  the  head,  a  large  tracfl  of  land  near  fix  miles  w^ide, 
and.  fixty  or  feventy  miles  in  length,  was  taken  into 
New-Hampfhire  government,  that  ought  to  have  re- 
mained to  the  Maflachufetts.  Upon  the  whole  it 
evidently  appears  to  your  committee  that  there  was 
a  miftake  made  in  the  commencement  of  the  line, 
in  part  pretended  to  be  run  by  Mr.  Bryant  in  the 
year  1740-1,  and  that  the  fame  w^as  not  then  run 
out  is  as  evident.  And  from  the  year  1 763,  all  pof- 
fible  care  has,  by  this  government,  been  taken  to 
re(5lify  this  miftake.  Committees  have  once  and 
again  been  appointed  by  this  Court  to  join  with 
New-Hampfliire  in  order  thereto,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs.  However,  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  Court's 
purfuing  the  controverfy  under  its  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  your  committee  having  reported  the  fads, 
fubmit  to  your  honors  confideration. 

BENJA,  LINCOLN,  per  order. 
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A  Lcttn-frcm  Vv'alter  Bryent  Esq.  to  the  Juthor,  en  the  ctir„e  auhjrct. 

A'iii'-M'-trkct,  Get,  9.  1710. 

Rev.  sir, 

Yours  of  the  27th  nit.  receiveJ,  and 
in  anfwer  to  yonr  rcquefl,  I  can  inform  you,  that 
about  17(56,  the  MafHichufetts  General  Court  ap- 
pointed a  committee  (Col.  Lincohi,  Col.  Bagley,  and 
Efq.  Livermore)  to  inquire  and  examine  into  a 
millake,  which  fome  in  that  government  inppofcd 
I  had  made,  in  running  the  Province  Line  from  the 
head  of  Sahnon-falls  river,  which  committee  appli- 
ed to  the  then  Governor,  Eenning  Ys'entworth,  of 
New-Ham plliire,  to  join  in  fiich  ercamination,  who 
accordingly  requefted  me  to  attend  the  committee, 
and  alfo  appointed  Col.  John  Wentworth  of  Somerf^ 
worth,  a  jupLice  of  quorum,  to  take  my  depolition  on 
the  fpot,  if  neceilary,  to  give  the  committee  full  fat- 
isfactlon.  Accordingly  the  faid  committee,  with 
Col.  Wentw^orth,  myfelf,  and  about  five  or  fix  afiift- 
ants,  went  up  Salmon  Falls  river  to  wdiere  the 
branches  met,  and  viewed  it  well,  and  from  thence 
we  went  up  the  wefterly  branch  to  the  head  there- 
of; and  from  thence  crofled  over  to  the  head  of  the 
eaflermoil  branch,  and  found  to  the  committee's 
fatisfuftion,  that  the  eaflerly  branch  w^as  much  the 
largefl  of  the  two  ;  vented  much  more  water,  and 
proceeded  from  a  larger  pond  than  the  wefterly 
branch.  At  the  pond  at  the  head  of  the  eaflerly 
branch,  called  in  the  commiffioners'  plan,  Love- 
welTs  pond,  I  Ihevv'^ed  them  the  tree  from  which  I 
formerly  run  the  Province  line,  well  I'pottcd,  v>dth  the 
letters  on  it,  according  to  my  return  of  the  Province 
line,  and  the   line  well  fpotted  from  it.      Some  of 
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the  committee  thereupon  fuggcfted,  that  poflibly 
that  might  be  the  line  I  run  fome  years  afterwards, 
in  laying  out  the  patent  for  the  Mafonian  proprie- 
tors. 

I  replied  I  was  ready  to  make  oath  that  that  was 
the  identical  line  I  run  for  the  province  line,  and  of 
the  certainty  of  which  they  might  then  eaiily  be 
convinced  by  examining  the  fpots  ;  for  it  having 
then  been  twenty-fix  years  lince  I  run  the  Province 
line,  and  but  feven  years  lince  I  had  run  the  Mafo- 
nian patent,  if  they  would  cut  into  a  fpot  on  a 
growing  tree,  they  might  then  examine  whether 
there  was  feven  years  growth,  or  twenty-fix  years 
growth  over  the  fpot.  Accordingly  we  marched  on 
the  line  till  we  found  a  large  bafs  tree  fpotted,  and 
one  of  the  company  cut  fquare  into  the  tree  againft 
the  fpot  to  the  dead  wood,  and  Col.  Bagley  began 
at  the  laft  years  growth,  and  counted  aloud  twenty- 
four  years  growth  in  the  grain  of  the  wood  above 
or  outfide  the  dead  wood  of  the  fpot.  Col.  Bagley 
then  turning  to  me  faid,  '  Bryent,  I'll  fwear  for 
you,  that  this  tree  was  Ipotted  more  than  twenty 
years  ago  ;'  Col.  Wentworth  then  afl^ed  the  com- 
mittee if  they  defired  my  depofition  to  be  taken, 
they  anfwered  '  No,  we  are  all  well  fatisfied  with- 
out it' — and  therefore  we  returned.  I  can  add  no 
more  refpedling  that  line,  only,  being  once  at  York, 
during  the  fitting  of  the  Superior  Court,  fome  of  the 
Judges  being  informed  that  I  was  the  Surveyor  that 
run  the  Province  line,  fent  for  me  to  come  to  their 
lod"-ings.  I  attended,  and  after  fome  converfation 
Mr.  Trowbridge,  then  Attorney-General,  being 
prefent,  afked  me  what  variation  was  allowed  in 
running  that  line  ;  I  told  him  ten  degrees  ;  he  re- 
plied, you  allowed  too  much  ;  and  obfervcd  to 
Governor  Hutchinfon,  then  Chief-Juflice,  that  the 
line  ought  to  be  run  anew  ;  Governor  Hutchinfon 
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replied,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  cofl,  and 
that  it  was  not  likely  New-Hampfliire  would  con- 
fent  and  join.  I  told  them  New-Hanipfliire  would 
readily  enough  join  to  run  anew  with  lefs  variation, 
if  requelled.  They  all  feemed  furprifed,  and  de- 
fired  to  know  what  reafon  I  had  to  think  New- 
Hampfhire  would  confent,  inafmuch  as  it  would 
take  off  a  large  tra(5l  of  Pigwacket  Intervales.  I 
told  them  New-Hampfhire  would  gain  much  more, 
at  Dunftable  and  the  other  towns  on  the  weft  line, 
for  the  fame  variation  was  allowed  on  both  lines. 
On  which  there  was  a  great  laugh  in  the  company, 
and  nothing  further  faid  about  the  matter. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refped:, 
Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

WALTER  BRYENT. 
Rev.  Mr.  Belknap. 


No.     XIV. 

/■//•.  SrivOULE's  account  of  an  exaimnatioii  of  the  south  boundary  qfj^'eiv- 

HamjiUiire. 

The  point  at  Hinfdale,  wher^  the 
^utherly  line  of  the  Province  of  New-Hamplhire 
ftrikes  Connecticut  river,  lies  in  42°  43''  59"'  north 
latitude,  and  the  pine  tree  from  whence  this  line 
begins,  lies  in  42°  41"  2'' ;  (both  latitudes  are  de- 
duced from  accurate  aftronomical  obfervations  tak- 
en by  Mr.  Wright)  but  had  this  line  been  run  on  a 
due  weft  courfe,  dedudling  the  variation  of  the  nee- 
dle, the  point  where  it  meets  Connedicut  river, 
fhould  lie  in  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude  with  the 
pine  tree  ;  now  it  appears  the  difference  of  latitude 
is  2  miles  and  53  feconds  of  the  equator,  and  the 
extent  of  the  line  from  the  pine  tree  to  Connedlicut 
river,  is  found  to  be  ^Ij  ftatute  miles,  from  an  adu- 
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al  lurvey :  thefe  lines  from  the  bafe  and  perpendicular 
of  a  triangle,  containing  59,872  acres,  which  quan- 
tity of  land  the  Province  of  New-Hamplhire  would 
have  gained,  had  the  line  been  run  on  a  due  weft 
com-le  from  the  pine  tree,  exclufive  of  variation 

GEORGE  SPROUli 
PortfmcAith,  April  M)^  1774. 


No.     XV. 

C'ijiy  of  Ike  return  cf  a  survey  of  the  northern  part  cfXerj-HamJishire^ 


1789. 


*^  E,  the  fubfcribers,  a  committee  for 
afcertaining  the  VNrafle  lands  in  the  State  of  New- 
Hampfnire,  have  proceeded  to  run  the  line  on  the 
eafterly  fide  of  faid  State,  the  fame  *courfc  that  the 
line  iJDas  forvierly  run  and  fpotted  between  this  State 
and  the  MafTachufetts.  We  begun  to  meafure  and 
fpot  at  the  northealt  corner  of  Shelburne  in  this 
State,  and  meafured  on  to  the  waters  of  Umbagoc*- 
lake,  "^vhich  is  16  miles  and  240  rods,  then  acrofs  a 
branch  of  faid  lake  54  rods,  then  14  rods  on  the 
land  to  a  river  that  is  G  rods  wide,  and  runs  wefter- 
ly  into  faid  lake,  then  meafured  on  the  land  1  mile 
and  22G  rods  to  faid  lake,  then  acrofs  the  water  40 
rods,  then  over  a  neck  of  land  16  rods  to  an  arm  of 
faid  lake,  then  acrofs  the  water  2.35  rods,  then  we 
continued  on  our  courfe  195  rods  to  fiid  lake,  then, 
acrofs  faid  lake  about  3i  miles,  then  we  meafured 
and  fpotted  2  miles  and  226  rods  to  Margallaway 
river,  that  runs  about  fouth-weft,  and  is  about  1() 
rods  wide,  and  empties  into  Amorifcoggin  river,  a 
little  below  faid  lake  ;  then  we  meafured  on  our 
courfe  1  mile  and  70  rods,  and  crolTed  faid  Mar- 
gallaway   river    again,  which   will  more  fully  ap- 

*  In  the  orders  given  to  Walter  Bryknt  by  Governor   Bimhkb,    1741,  it  i«  caij; 

'  The  true  nortli  2  degrees  west,  is  by  iwcdla  W.  8  "^   lin' 

M  m 
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pear  by  the  plan  herewith  exhibited  ;  we  continued 
on  our  line,  meafured  and  fpotted  to  the  high  lands 
that  divide  the  waters  that  f^dl  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  From  the  north- 
eaft  corner  of  Shelburne  to  faid  high  lands  is  54  miles, 
and  we  marked  a  tree  at  the  end  of  every  mile,  ex- 
cept where  miles  ended  on  Vv^ater,  from  one  to  54 
miles  inclufive,  Vv^here  we  marked  a  large  Ih'ch  tree 
that  ftands  on  faid  high  lands,  thus  N.  E.  54  M. 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE,  1789,  for  the  north-eaft  cor- 
er  of  New-Ham pfhire,  and  piled  ftones  round  faid 
tree  ;  then  from  iaid  north-eaft  corner,  where  we 
marked  the  b'lrch^  we  meafured  and  fpotted  fouth- 
w^efterly  and  wefterly  on  faid  highlands  about  G 
miles,  then  we  run  about  Vv^eft,  meafured  and  mark- 
ed a  tree  at  the  end  of  every  mile  from  faid  birch ^ 
marked  54  miles,  at  the  north-eaft  corner  of  faid 
State  from  1  to  17  miles  and  200  rods  to  the  head 
of  the  northweft  of  Connedlicut  river,  and  marked  a 
fir  tree  N.  EI.  N.  W.  1789,  for  the  north-weft  branch 
corner  of  New-Hamplhire,  then  down  laid  river  or 
north-weft  branch  to  the  main  river  about  half  a 
mile  below  latitude  45°  north,  which  will  more  ful- 
ly appear  by  the  plan.  The  mountains,  ftreams  and 
waters  are  laid  down  on  the  plan  very  accurate 
where  the  line  we  run  crofted  them,  but  where  they 
were  at  fome  diftance  from  our  line  we  iaid  them 
down  by  conjcdlure. 

JOSEPH  CRAMM,      7   „ 
JEREMIAH  EAMES.  \  ^^'^O'ors. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,      ") 
EBENEZER  SMITH,    I  ^ 
NATHAN  HOIT,  \Commtttec. 

JEREMIAH  EAMES.  J 
A  true  copy.— Atreft 

JOSEPH  PEARSON,  Secretary, 

Fbrlamouih,  Jar.vary  6,  1790. 
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No.  XVI. 

Description  (J  a  survni  made  by  Jami^sGrakt,  c«^  c//"  Co/i^  Holland's 

party,  in  1773,  or  177 i,  to  sxpLre  the  country,  for  a  road,  b:(vjeen  the 
upper  part  of  Omnvcticut  river.,  and  the  river  of  St,  Franci.i. 


1^  ROM  the  mouth  of  Leach'sl 
river  which  falls  into  Connecticut 
river  on  the  weft  fide,  near  the  45th 
degree  of  latitude,  up  to  the  eaftern 
fide  of  Leach's  river        ~  -         - 

Thence  to   crofs  faid  river  among 
the  mpuntains         _         -         -         - 
Thence  to  the  height  of  Land 
Thence  to  a  pond  under  the  eaft- 
ern ,lide  of  a  mountain 
Thence  to  another  pond 
Thence  on  the  fame  courfe 
Thence  to  a  fmall  river  which  falls 
into  Memphrimagog  river 

Thence  acrofs  faid  little  river  to 
the  lower  crotch  of  Memphrimagog 
river  _         _         -         -         - 

Thence  crofting  Memphrimagog 
river,  a  ftrait  line  on  the  N  W  fide,  to 
its  jundlion  with  the  river  of  St.  Fran- 
cis «  -  -  - 


courft. 


N 

N  30  W 
N30W 

N30\V 
NlOW 
NlOW 

N21W 
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N30K 
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It 
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The  country  from  Connedicut  river  to  the 
Height  of  Land  is  very  hilly,  with  high  mountams 
on  the  eaft  and  weft  of  the  line  run,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  which  a  road  may  be  conveniently  made. 

From  the  Height  of  Land  to  St.  Francis  river 
there  is  a  gradual  defcent  through  a  plain  country  ; 
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the  foil  in  general  of  a  good  quality,  and  in  fomt 
parts  extraordinary  fine ;  particularly  for  about 
four  miles  beyond  the  Height  of  Land,  and  for 
twenty  miles  on  this  fide  of  St.  Francis  river  ;  which 
river,  with  its  branches,  are  bordered  with  fine  in- 
tervales. 

The  principal  gi^owth  between  the  Height  of 
Land  and  St.  Francis  River,  is  beech,  maple,  birch, 
hemlock  and  fir  ;  very  few  white  pines,  and  no 
oak  of  any  fort ;  many  cedar,  fpruce  and  hemlock 
fwamps  intervene  ;  but  none  fo  moraify  as  to  im- 
pede a  road,  for  which  this  extent  of  country  in  the 
diredlion  above  dcfcribed,  is  in  general  as  well 
adapted  as  pollible. 


No.  XVII. 

Ji  Refop.t,,'0'o-'J'  the  Loiin's  CoMMissiONEns/c-r  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions on  a  crjivfilaint  made  by  Petkr  Livius,  I-lscjwrc,  against  Jnnx 
Wii'NTWOR'iH,  Esqiiivc,  GovemoT  of  ihc  Province  ^New-Hamp- 
shire. 

TO  THE  KING'3  MOST  EXCELLENT  ]\L^»JESTY. 

■M-ay  it  pkqfj  your  MajeJIyj 

I-  ETER  LIVIUS,  Efquire,  one  of  your 
Majefty*s  Council  for  the  Province  of  New-Hamp- 
{hire,  in  North  America,  having,  on  the  ninth  of 
July,  prefented  a  memorial  unto  us,  complaining  of 
the  conduct  of  John  Wentworth,  Efquire,  Your  Maj- 
efty's  Governor  of  that  Province,  and  charging  him 
with  Oppreilion  and  Mal-adminiftration  in  the  gov- 
ernment thereof  :  And  it  appearing,  upon  reference 
to  the  papers  and  records  in  our  office,  that  the 
journals  of  the  Council  of  faid  Province,  as  a  Coun- 
cil of  State,  and  to  which  tlie  complainant  referred 
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for  proof  of  moil:  of  the  facls  flated  in  his  memori- 
al, had  not  been  tranfmitted  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  Mr.  Wentworth's  adminiftration  : 
We  thought  it  our  duty  immediately  to  fend  to  the 
faid  Governor,  a  copy  ot  the  memorial  of  com- 
plaint ;  and  to  requu'e  him,  to  iofe  no  time  in  tranf- 
mitting  to  11$  a  full  and  explicit  anfwer  to  the  fev- 
eral  charges  alledged  againil  him,  accompanied  with 
iiich  depofitions  and  proofs  in  his  own  behalf  as 
he  fiiould  think  proper  ;  giving,  at  the  fame  time, 
full  liberty  to  Mr.  Livius,  or  any  other  perfon  con- 
cerned, to  make  affidavit,  before  any  judge  or  other 
Magilirate,  of  what  they  knew  concerning  the  fub- 
jecfl  matter  of  the  fliid  complaint  j  and  that  fuch 
Judge  or  other  Magilirate  Ihould  be  likewife  en- 
joined, to  fummon  fuch  perfons  as  the  complainant, 
or  any  other  in  his  behalf,  ihould  name. 

That  the  Secretary  fliould  be  likewife  enjoined  to 
give  atteiled  copies  (from  the  records)  of  the  min- 
utes of  the  Council,  and  of  any  other  concerned. 
And  if  it  fliould  appear  as  alledged  by  Mr.  Livius, 
that  the  faid  minutes  or  other  records  were  defec- 
tive, in  any  matter  required  by  him  or  them  ;  or 
that  thofe  tranfadions  which  were  alledged  to  have 
pafTed  at  any  meetings  of  the  Council,  had  been 
omitted  to  be  entered  on  the  journal  ;  then  that  the 
Secretary  fliould,  in  fuch  cafes,  be  further  enjoined 
to  give  evidence,  upon  oath,  touching  fuch  defe^ 
or  omiffion. 

That  the  faid  Governor  and  the  complainant,  or 
other  perfon  or  perfons,  fliould  interchange  the  faid 
proofs  and  depofltions  as  foon  as  the  fame  fliould 
have  been  made  ;  and  that  twenty  days  fliould  be 
allowed,  as  well  for  himfelf,  as  the  complainant,  or 
other  perfon  concerned,  to  make  his  or  their  reply 
by  affidavit  or  otherwife,  to  be  in  like  manner  mter- 
changed,  and  afterwards  certified  and  tranfmitted 
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to  iiSj  under  the  feal  of  the  Province  ;  that  "we  might 
be  enabled  to  reprefent  to  your  Majcily,  on  the  true 
ftate  of  this  affair,  purfuant  to  the  powers  and  di- 
recfbions  contained  in  our  commilTion  under  the 
great  feaL 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  directions,  your 
Majelty's  Governor  has  tranfmitted  to  us  his  anfwer 
to  each  article  of  complaint  contained  in  Mr.  Livi- 
us's  memorial,  accompanied  with  atteiled  copies  of 
the  Journals  of  the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State, 
from  the  commencement  of  his  adminiflration,  and 
of  fuch  depofitions  as  have  been  taken  to  fupport  the 
fa6ls  alledged  by  the  Governor  in  defence  of  his 
condud:.  And  we  have  taken  the  faid  complaint 
and  anfwer  into  our  confideration,  together  with 
Mr.  Livius's  reply  to  the  faid  anfwer,  copies  of  all 
which  are  hereunto  annexed  ;  and  having  heard 
counfel  learned  in  the  law,  as  v/ell  in  fupport  of  the 
complaint,  as  of  the  Governor's  defence  ;  wc  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty  there- 
upon : 

That  it  does  appear,  upon  full  'examination  and 
clear  evidence  ; 

Firft,  That  your  Majefly's  Governor  of  New- 
Hampfhire  has,  in  concurrence  with  the  Council  for 
the  faid  Province,  compofed  almofi  altogether  of  his 
own  kindred  or  relations  by  blood  or  marriage,  ta- 
ken upon  him  to  refume  and  re-grant  many  large 
tracts  within  the  faid  Province,  the  property  of 
your  Majefly's  fubje(5ls  by  virtue  of  feveral  former 
grants  ;  upon  bare  fuggeflion  only,  that  the  condi- 
tions of  fuch  former  grants  had  not  been  complied 
with,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  Jury,  or 
any  proof  or  evidence  whatever,  to  eftablifh  the  fad; 
of  fuch  default. 

Secondly,  That  thefe  refumptions  have  been 
made  without  any  notice  (except  in  one  or  two  ca- 
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fes)  to  the  proprietors  of  fuch  trads,  To  rcfumcd  ; 
and  tliat,  in  fome  inftances,  in  which  the  Governor 
and  Council  did  think  fit  to  allow  time  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  certain  trads  to  make  good  the  condi- 
tions of  their  grants,  fuch  grants  were  ncverthelefs 
refumed,  and  the  land?  re-granted,  long  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  allowed,  and  without  any  no- 
tice given  to  the  parties. 

Thirdly,  That  the  faid  Governor  did,  without  any 
legal  procefs  whatever,  refume  and  regrant  feveral 
tracts  of  land  referved  to  the  faid  late  Governor 
within  each  of  the  tow^nfliips,  granted  by  him,  and 
which  refervations  he  had,  by  his  will,  deviled  to 
his  widow  ;  and  that  fuch  refumption  was  made  in 
confequence  of  a  refolution  of  the  Council,  '  That 
'  the  laid  refervations  did  not  convey  the  premifes, 
'  they  being  granted  by  the  Governor  to  himfelf.* 

Fourthly,  That,  pending  an  adlion  brought  in 
the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  which  your 
Majefly's  Governor  w^as  interefted,  and  which  he 
admits  was  brought  for  his  benefit,  the  Judges  were, 
in  three  fuccelTive  terms,  changed,  and  efpecial 
Judges  appointed  :  That,  in  the  Handing  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  which  firfl:  fat  in  judgment  upon 
the  adlion  brought  by  the  Governor,  a  queftion 
arifmg  out  of  the  adlon  was  decided  againfl  the 
Governor's  interefl  :  That  in  the  fecond  term,  two 
Judges  were  appointed,  which  together  with  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Handing  Court  abovementioned, 
adopted  the  decifion  of  the  former  court :  That,  in 
the  third  term,  two  of  the  Judges  were  again  chang- 
ed, when  the  fame  queflion  was  again  brought  for- 
ward, and  decided  in  the  fame  manner  as  above  : 
That,'  in  the  fourth  term,  two  of  the  Judges  who 
fat  in  the  former  court  were  removed,  and  a  new 
bench  appointed,  confifting  of  Jacob  Sheafie  and 
John  Philips,  Efquircs,  who  had  not  acled  m  that 
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capacity  in  any  of  the  preceding  TermSj  and  of  KV 
thaniel  Folfom,  who  had  ferved  in  the  terms,  and 
who  is  dated  to  have  been  uniformly  of  opinion  for 
the  Governor  in  the  quePdon  that  had  been  agitat- 
ed upon  the  acflion  in  which  the  faid  Governor  was 
interefled  ;  and  that,  in  the  lall  mentioned  court, 
the  faid  queflion  was  a  fourth  time  brought  on  to 
trial,  and  a  judgment  obtained  in  favor  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, though  afterwards  reverfed  in  the  Superior 
Court  in  confequence  of  a  Writ  of  Error. 

Thcfe,  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  are  the  mate- 
rial parts  of  the  charge  exhibited  againfl  Mr.  Went- 
worth  ;  nor  is  there  any  other  part  of  the  complaint 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Livius,  upon  which  any  evidence 
has  been  produced  to  us,  that  does,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  lay  the  foundation  for  cenfure  upon  the 
Governor's  conduA.  What  we  have  dated,  with 
reibe-ft  to  the  refumption  and  re-granting  of  lands, 
is  not,  we  think,  to  be  juifified,  cither  by  the  plea  of 
ufi"-e  or  expediency,  or  by  tlie  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General  in  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifcy-tVvO,  upon  which  the  Governor 
lays  fo  great  ftrefs  ;  which  opinion  appears  to  us, 
unon  fall  examination  of  it,  to  be  confined  to  a  par- 
ticular cafe  ftated  to  them,  not  correfponding  with 
the  cafes  in  which  the  condu6l  of  Mr.  Wentworth 
is  complained  of  ;  and  that,  if  it  v^as  applicable  to 
fuch  cafes,  yet  it  does  not,  in  our  humble  opinion, 
w^arrant  any  refumption  of  landr,,  claimed  as  pri- 
vate property  under  grants  from  the  crown,  upon 
bare  fuggeilion  only,  that  the  conditions  have  not 
been  complied  with  ;  but  on  the  contrary  does,  we 
liumbly  conceive,  imply,  that  the  fa6l  of  the  de- 
fault fiiould  be  iiril  found  in  a  regular  courfe  of 
liw.  We  further  crave  leave  humbl^  to  reprefent, 
that,  admitting  the  faid  opinion  did  warrant  fuch  a 
proceding,  in  refpedl  to  gra.nts,  the  conditions  of 
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wliicli  had  not  been  complied  with,  which  we  con- 
ceive it  does  not  ;  yet  it  is  certainly  not  applicable 
either  to  the  cafe  of  lands  refumed  and  re-granted 
before  the  term  allowed  for  fulfilling  the  conditions 
of  fettlement  were  expired  ;  or  to  the  cafe  of  the  ref- 
ervations  to  the  late  Governor,  devifed  by  him  to  his 
widow,  the  refumption  and  re-granting  of  which,  in 
manner  above  ftated,  upon  an  extrajudicial  opinion 
of  the  Council,  was,  in  our  judgment,  unwarranta- 
ble and  unjuft.  And  we  fubmit,  whether  the  mif- 
conduct  of  your  Majefty's  Governor,  under  thefe 
heads  of  complaint,  is  not  greatly  aggravated  by  his 
having  omitted,  from  the  commencement  of  his  ad- 
miniftration,  to  tranfmit  the  journals  of  the  Coun- 
cil, as  a  Council  of  Stiite  ;  a  negledl  for  which  he  is 
certainly  refponfible,  and  by  which  tranfadlions  of 
the  greateft  importance  to  your  Majefty's  intereft 
and  the  right  of  your  Majefty's  fubjecfls  have  been 
concealed  from  your  Majefty's  knowledge  ;  and  the 
Governor  and  his  Council  have  gone  on,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  in  a  courfe  of  very  irregular  proceedings, 
without  controul. 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  proved  refpe6ling 
the  change  of  the  Judges,  though  afterted,  in  a  great 
number  of  depofttions  tranfmitted  by  the  Govern- 
or, to  have  been  confonant  to  the  ufage  and  pradicc 
in  the  Colony  ;  it  is  yet,  in  our  humble  opinion,  a 
proceeding  that,  under  all  the  circumftances  attend- 
ing it,  is  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  and  does 
lead  t<)  the  fufpicion  and  prefumption  of  very  un- 
worthy condua  on  the  part  of  your  Majefty's  Gov- 
ernor. And,  upon  the  whole,  we  humbly  fubmit, 
*  That  the  complaint  against  Mr.  Wentworth,  fo  far 
'  as  it  regards  the  fads  above  ftated,  has  been  fully 
« verified :'  At  the  fame  time  it  is  our  duty  to  rcprefent, 
that  the  reports  which  we  have  received,  through 
different  channels,  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  within 
N  n 
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your  Majefty's  government  of  New-Hampfhire,  do 
all  concur  in  reprefenting  '  the  Colony  to  have  been, 
'  ever  fince  Mr.  Wentworth*s  appointment,  in  a 
'  flate  of  peace  and  profperity  ;  that  its  commerce 
*  has  been  enlarged  and  extended,  the  number  of  its 
'  inhabitants  increafed  ;  and  every  attempt  made  to 
'  excite  the  people  to  diforder  and  difobedience  has 
'  been,  by  the  firm  and  temperate  conduct  of  Mr. 
'  Wentworth,  fupprefled  and  reftrained.'  But  upon 
the  whole,  we  humbly  fubmit,  whether  Mr.  Went- 
worth's  condudl,  in  the  inftances  of  the  mal-admin- 
iftration  with  which  he  has  been  charged,  has  been 
fuch  as  renders  him  a  fit  perfon  to  be  entrufled  with 
your  Majeily's  interefts  in  the  important  flation  he 
now  holds. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted. 
Signed, 

SOAME  JENYNS. 
W.  JOLIFFE.         BAMBER  GASCOYNE. 

GREVILLE. 

GARLIES. 

While-Hall, 
May  the  lOth,  1773, 

No.    XVIIL 

Ecjiorl  of  the  Commiltce  of  the  Privy  Council^  and  its  acce'itance  by  thr 

King. 

(Copy.) 

jit  the  Court  at  St.  James's  the  3ih  Bay  of  October,  1773. 

(L.  S.)  PRESENT 

THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 


JSjrl  of  SUFFOLK, 
Karl  of  SAJ^'DIVICH. 
Vis.  IiylRRIJVGTOA'\ 


LORD  A'VRTH, 
RICIL'IRD   RIGBY, 
GEORGE    OA'SLOTV. 


W  HEREAS  there  was  this  day  read  at 
the  board,  a  report  from  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  of  council  for  plantation 
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affairs  *  dated  the  26th  of  Auguft  laft,  in  the  words 
following  ;  viz. 

"  Your  Majeily  having  been  pleafed,  in  confe- 
qnence  of  a  memorial  prefented  to  your  Majefty 
fromSir  Thomas  Wentworth,  Baronet,  Paul  Went- 
worth,  Efquire,  and  Thomas  Macdonagh,  fecrctary 
to  John  Wentworth,  Efquire,  Governor  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  New-Hampfliire,  to  refer  unto  this  commit- 
tee a  reprefentation  from  the  Lords  Commiflioners 
for  trade  and  plantations,  dated  the  10th  of  May 
lafl,  upon  a  complaint  exhibited  to  the  faid  Lords 
Commiihoners  againft  the  faid  Governor  Went- 
worth, by  Peter  Livius,  Efquire,  one  of  your  Maj- 
efly's  Council  for  the  fiid  Province,  together  with 
feveral  other  papers  tranfmitted  by  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, one  of  your  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  to  the  Lord  Prelident  of  the  Council,  relative 
to  the  faid  complaint  :  The  Lords  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  obedience  to  your  Majefly's  faid  order  of  ref- 
erence, have  met  feveral  times,  and  taken  the  faid 
matters  into  confideration,  and  have  heard  Counfel 
on  both  fides.  And,  having  maturely  weighed  and 
confidered  the  complaint  againft  the  faid  Governor, 
the  anfwer  of  the  faid  Governor,  and  the  reply  of 
the  faid  Peter  Livius,  Efquire,  together  with  the 
proofs  on  all  fides,  and  the  faid  reprefentation  of 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  ; 
the  Lords  of  the  committee  do  humbly  reprefent 
to  your  majefty,  .         . 

"  That  the  firft  article  of  Charge,  contamed  m 
the  above  mentioned  reprefentation  of  the  Lords 
CommifTioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  fets  forth, 
♦  That  your  Majefty 's  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
Ihire  has,  in  concurrence  with  the  Council  for  the 

*  Lords  of  the  Committek. 


Lord  Suffolk  President, 
Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury, 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 


Sir  Eardly  Wilmot, 
Sir  Thomas  Parkw. 
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faid  Province,  compofed  almost  altogether  of  his 
own  kindred,  or  relations  by  blood  or  marriage, 
taken  upon  him  to  refume  and  re-grant  many 
large  tracfls  of  lands  within  the  faid  Province,  the 
property  of  your  Majefly's  fubje(5ls,  in  vu  tue  of  for- 
mer grants,  upon  bare  fuggeflion  only,  that  the 
conditions  of  fuch  former  grants  had  not  been  com- 
plied with,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury, 
or  any  proof  or  evidence  whatloever,  to  eftablifh 
the  fa 61  of  ilich  default. 

"  With  refpedl  to  which  article,  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  do  humbly  report  to  your  Majefly, 
That,  by  the  law  of  England,  when  lands  are 
granted  to  a  man  and  his  heirs,  upon  condition,  the 
breach  of  the  condition  mull  be  found  by  a  jury, 
under  a  commiffion,  iiTuing  out  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  before  your  Majefly  can  feize  and  re- 
grant  the  fame  :  But,  in  the  Province  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  there  is  no  Court  of  Chancery,  or  other 
court,  empowered  to  ilTue  fuch  a  commiffion  ;  and 
though  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  law  of  England 
takes  place  in  your  Majefly's  Colonies,  yet  it  mufl 
be  always  underfhood  to  mean  fiich  part  of  the  law 
as  is  fuited  and  adapted  to  the  flate  of  the  Colony, 
and  to  the  frame  and  nature  of  the  conftitution  e{- 
tabliflied  there  ;  and  though  the  Governor,  in  con^ 
currence  v/ith  the  Council  for  the  faid  Province, 
hath  refumed  and  re-granted  many  tradls  of  lands 
within  the  faid  Province,  which  had  been  former- 
ly granted  to  other  perfons,  yet  no  evidence  hath 
been  laid  before  the  committee  of  any  fuch  refump- 
tions  and  re-grants  having  been  made,  without 
proof  or  public  notoriety  that  the  conditions  of  fuch 
former  grants  had  not  been  complied  with  ;  and 
no  complaint  hath  been,  or  is  now  made  by  any 
perfon  fuppofed  to  be  injured  by  fuch  refumptions 
and  re-grants. 
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"  The  fecond  article  ftates,  *  That  thefe  refump- 
tions  have  been  made  without  any  Notice  (except  in 
one  or  two  cafes)  to  the  proprietors  of  fuch  trads 
fo  refumed  ;  and  that  in  fome  inftances,  in  which 
the  Governor  and  Council  did  think  fit  to  allow 
time  to  the  proprietors  of  certain  tracts  to  make 
good  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  fuch  grants  were 
nevertheless  refumed,  and  the  lands  re-granted,  long 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed,  and  with- 
out any  notice  given  to  the  parties.* 

"  As  to  which  article,  the  Lords  of  the  Commit- 
tee do  humbly  report  to  your  Majefly,  'That  it  hath 
not  been  proved  that  any  refumptions  have  been 
made,  without  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
tradls  fo  refumed  ;  and  it  is  no  part  of  the  original 
complaint  made  by  Mr.  Livius,  that  in  any  inflance, 
in  vv^hich  the  Governor  and  Council  thought  fit  to 
allow  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  to  make  good 
the  conditions  of  their  grants,  fuch  grants  were  re- 
fumed, and  the  lands  re-granted,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  allowed  j  and  the  Governor  not 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  that  com- 
plaint, the  Lords  of  the  committee  are  humbly  of 
opinion,  no  notice  can  be  t..ken  of  it. 

"  The  third  article  leprefencs,  '  That  the  faid 
Governor  did,  without  any  legal  process  whatfoev- 
er  refume  and  ro-grant  feveral  trails  of  land,  re- 
ferved  to  the  late  Governor,  within  each  of  the 
townfhips  granted  by  him,  and  which  refervations 
he  had  by  his  will  devifed  to  his  widow  ;  and  that 
fuch  refumption  was  made  in  confequence  of  a  ref- 
olution  of  the  Council,  that  the  faid  refervations  did 
not  convey  the  premises,  they  being  granted  by  the 
Governor  himfelf. 

«  With  refpea  to  this  article,  the  Lords  of  the 
committee  do  humbly  report.  That  the  lands  were 
granted,  but  not  referved  to  the  late  Governor  and 
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his  heirs  in  each  of  the  towniliips  granted  by  him  | 
but  being  granted  by  your  Majefty,  in  your  Maj- 
efly's  name,  and  not  in  the  Governor's  name,  the 
grants  were  fufhcient  to  convey  the  lands  fo  grant- 
ed to  him,  and  the  Council  was  miftaken  in  think- 
ing them  infufficient  ;  and  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee find,  that  after  fuch  an  opinion  given  by  the 
Council,  the  Governor  did,  with  their  advice,  re- 
fume  and  re-grant  feveral  trails  of  lands,  v;hich 
had  been  granted  by  the  late  Governor  within  each 
of  the  townihips,  as  aforefaid  ;  But  it  hath  not  been 
proved  that  the  faid  lands  were  re-granted  in  trufl 
for  himfelf ;  and  in  many  inftances  it  hath  been 
proved,  that  fuch  lands  vv^ere  re-granted  to  differ- 
ent inhabitants  in  the  faid  Province,  for  their  own 
ufe  and  benefit  j  and  the  reprefentativss  of  the  late 
Governor's  widow  to  whom,  he  had  devifed  the 
fame,  have  not  complained  of  any  injury  or  op- 
preffion  by  fuch  refum^ption  and  re-grants. 

"And  the  fourth  article  al ledges,  '  That  pending 
an  adlion  brought  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  in  which  ^^our  Majefly's  Governor  was  inter- 
efted,  and  which  he  admits  was  brought  for  his 
benefit,  the  Judges  were  in  three  fiTCceffive  terms, 
changed,  and  fpecial  Judges  appointed  :  That,  in 
the  ftanding  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  firft 
fat  in  judgment  upon  the  adlion  brought  by  the 
Governor,  a  queftion  arifing  out  of  the  adlion,  was 
decided  againft  the  Governor's  interefl  :  That,  in 
the  fecond  term,  two  new  judges  were  appointed, 
which,  together  with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Handing  Court  above  mentioned,  adopted  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  former  Court  :  That,  in  the  third 
term,  two  of  the  judges  were  again  changed  when 
the  fame  queftion  was  again  brought  forward,  and 
decided  in  the  fame  manner  as  above  ;  that  in  the 
fourth  term,  tvv'^o  of  the  Judges,  who  fat  in  the  for-^ 
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mer  Court,  were  removed,  and  a  new  Bench  ap- 
pointed, confiding  of  Jacob  Sheaffe  and  John  Phil- 
lips, Efquires,  who  had  not  a(5ted  in  that  capacity 
in  any  of  the  preceding  terms,  and  of  Nathaniel 
Folfom,  who  had  ferved  in  the  two  prcceeding 
terms,  and  who  is  flated  to  have  been  miiformly  of 
opinion  for  the  Governor,  in  the  queflion  that  had 
been  agitated  upon  the  a(5lion  in  which  the  faid 
Governor  was  interefted  ;  and  that  in  the  lafl  men- 
tioned Court,  the  faid  queflion  was  a  fourth  tifaie 
brought  on  to  trial,  and  a  judgment  obtained  in 
favour  of  the  Governor,  though  afterwards  reverf- 
ed  in  the  Superior  Court  in  confequence  of  a  Writ 
of  Error.' 

"  With  refpedl  to  this  fourth  article  ;  the  Lords 
of  the  committee  do  humbly  report  to  your  Majes- 
ty, That  it  appears  in  evidence  to  have  been  the 
conftant  practice,  when  any  of  the  (landing  Juftices 
of  the  Court  were  interefted  in  any  fuit  there  de- 
pending, cither  by  being  related  to  any  of  the  par- 
ties, or  otherwife,  for  fpecial  Judges  to  be  appoint- 
ed ;  that  there  were  other  caufes  depending  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
wherein  the  ftanding  Juflices  were  either  interefted 
or  a-kin  to  the  parties  ;  and  there  is  no  proof  that 
the  fpecial  Judges  were  appointed  on  account  of  the 
particular  caufe  wherein  the  Governor  was  con- 
cerned ;  but  by  many  depofitions,  and  particularly 
by  the  depofition  of  the  defendant  in  the  faid  caufe, 
it  appears  that  the  fpecial  commifTions  were  folicit- 
ed  in  the  common  form  and  manner  as  is  ufual  in 
the  Province  of  New-Hampfliire  ;  and  the  queftion 
debated  in  the  faid  caufe,  being  a  mere  collateral 
queftion,  not  refpec5ting  the  merits  of  it,  was  deter- 
mined three  times  for  the  defendant  in  the  Inferior 
Court  ;  but  being  determined  a  fourth  time  for 
the  plaintiff,  a  Writ  of  Error  was  brought  into  the 
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Superior  Court,  and  was  finally  determined  there 
for  the  defendant  :  And  the  defendant  in  the  faid 
caufe  iwears,  that  he,  neither  at  that  time,  nor  fince, 
had  any  objedions  either  to  the  faid  commifhons, 
or  to  the  Juflices  therein  named  and  appointed,  or 
to  either  of  them. 

"  And  as  to  what  is  fubmitted  in  the  faid  repr6- 
fentation  of  the  Lords  Commiilloners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  '  That  the  Governor  omitted,  from  the 
commencement  of  his  adminiilration,  to  tranfmit 
the  journals  of  the  Council  as  a  Council  of  State  ;' 

"  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  do  humbly  report 
to  your  Majefty,  That  this  practice  was  begun  in 
the  late  Governor's  time  ;  who  acquainted  the 
proper  officer,  on  his  delivering  a  copy  of  the  faid 
journals  in  the  month  of  June,  1760,  that  he  need 
not  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  make  out  fuch 
copies  for  the  future,  without  his  fpecial  dire<5lions ; 
and  from  that  time  the  pracflice  has  been  difcontin- 
ued  both  by  the  late  and  prefent  Governor.  But 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
may  be  proper  to  revive  that  practice,  and  to  have 
a  regular  tranfmiffion  of  fuch  copies  to  the  Lords 
Commiilioners  for  trade  and  plantations. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  fubmit  it  to  your  Majefty,  THAT 
THERE  IS  NO  FOUNDATION  FOR  ANY  CEN- 
SURE UPON  THE  SAID  JOHN  WENTWORTH^ 
ESQ.  YOUR  majesty's  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE,  FOR  ANY  OF  THE  CHARGES 
CONTAINED  IN  Mr.  LIVIUS'S  COMPLAINT 
AGAINST  HIM ;  whofe  general  condud,  in  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs  within  your  Majefty's  gov- 
ernment of  New-FIamplhire,  is  reprefented  to  have 
tended  greatly  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the 
faid  Province.' 
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i^k  Majeily,  taking  the  laid  report  into  confider- 
ation,  is  pl-eafed,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil, to  approve  thereof,  and  to  order,  as  is  hereby 
ordered,  That  the  faid  complaint  of  the  faid  Peter 
Livius  be  difmiil^d  this  board.  And  his  Majeily 
doth  hereby  further  order,  That  the  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Ncw- 
Hamplhire,  for  the  time  being,  do  not  fail,  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  puncftnally  and  regularly  to 
tranfmit  to  the  Lords  Commillioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  authentic  copies  of  the  journals  of  the 
Council,  as  a  Council  of  State. 

Signed,  G.  CHETWOOD. 


No.     XIX. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Govcry.or  WENrNVORTH,  to  the  Earl  q/"  Dart- 
mouth, dated  J^'cm -Hamfi^hire ^  8t/i  'f  June,  illi. 

[This  and  the  following  Letters  are  taken  from  the 
Parliamentary  Debates,  1775.] 

In  my  letter  No.  59,  I  had  the  honour 
to  write  to  your  Lordfliip,  that  the  General  AlTcm- 
bly  of  this  province  ftood  prorogued  to  the  10th  of 
May,  at  which  time  they  met  and  proceeded  upon 
bufinefs.  I  took  great  pains  to  prevail  on  them  not 
to  enter  into  any  extra  Provincial  mcafurcs,  yet  one 
of  the  members  for  Portfmouth  read  in  his  place  the 
inclofed  letter,  No.  1,  to  the  committee  of  coirefpon- 
dence  of  Portfmouth,  but  the  Houfe  then  declined 
confidering  it.  On  Friday,  27th  of  May,  it  was 
moved  to  appoint  committees  of  correfpondence,  and 
after  a  warm  debate,  carried  by  a  majority  of  two 
only:  The  next  morning  it  was  rcconfidcred,  and 
carried  by  a  majority  of  one  only,  and  palled  as  by 
the  inclofurcs  No.  %  and  3.   Immediately  after  this, 

O  o 
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the  flipply  bill  was  pafled  and  fent  up  to  the  Coun- 
cil, being  withheld,  as  1  imagine,  for  time  to  efFe(5l 
the  other  meafiire.  I  direclly  adjourned  the  AfTem- 
bly,  and  kept  them  under  Ihort  adjournments  till 
this  day,  in  hopes  to  obtain  a  fufpenfion  of  thefe 
votes  ;  but  finding  there  were  two  letters  in  town  for 
the  fpeaker,  which,  fome  of  thofe  who  were  moll 
adlive,  laid,  were  to  a,ppoint  a  Congrefs  of  the  Colo- 
nies, I  coniidered  it  to  be  improper  to  admit  their 
proceedings,  and  therefore  immediately  put  an  end 
to  the  committees  (who  have  not  as  yet  wrote  or  act- 
ed) and  to  the  Aiiembly,  by  a  diflolution  in  a  mef- 
fige  (No.  4,  herewith  tranfmitted)  ca.utiouily  expref- 
{ed^  in  fuch  general  terms,  as  to  prevent  any  nnfrep- 
refentations.  The  mode  of  difFolution  after  fuch  fnort 
adjournments,  which  are  attended  by  a  few  mem- 
bers, precluded  any  meeting  of  thofe  perfons  to  con- 
trive undeiirablp  nieafures,  or  purfue  thofe  in  their 
private  capacity,  that  were  attempted  as  an  Affembly, 
which  has  extremely  difconcerted,  and  1  hope  will 
countera^fl,  the  efforts  of  thofe  who  flrive  to  lead  this 
Province  into  combinations  with  the  Malfachufetts- 
Bav.  Before  the  diffolution,  all  the  ufuai  and  ne- 
celTary  bufinefs  of  the  Province  was  completed,  that 
no  detriment  can  arife  from  my  delaying  to  call  an 
Aflenibly,  in  cxpedlation  that  a  few  weeks  will  con- 
vince thofe  who  may  be  members, of  the  imprudence 
and  error  of  meafures  that  tend  to  weaken  or  lubvert 
the  fubordination  of  the  Colonies. 


No.  XX. 

Ki-i'TiiCi  of  a  Leffrrfrani  Governor  Wentwortfi  (o  the  Earl  «;/■  Dart- 
mouth, dutid  j\ew-Hai:!j'is/:ire,    4.'i/i  Jiduy  1774. 

ti'N  the  25tK  of  June,  at  night,  arrived 
here  the  Grofvenor  mafl-Iliip,  from  London,  with 
'JT  chefts-of  bohea-tea,  coniigned  to  a  merchant  in 
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Portfmoiuh  ;  fometime  before  the  arrival  of  the 
fftip,  it  was  reported  that  a  quantity  of  bohea  tea 
was  expedod.  Hereupon  I  took  effeclual  precau- 
tions to  counteraci  the  univerfal  difquiet  of  Ameri~ 
ca  from  contravening  the  acSls  of  Parhament  in  thi.s 
inflaace,  or  dellroying  the  property.  By  my  defire 
the  confignee  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mafler  of  the  fhip, 
with  direcfllons  how  to  proceed  on  his  arrival.  This 
letter  f  gave  to  captain  C'ochran  of  his  Majefty's  caf- 
tle  William  and  Mary,  who  eflec^ted  my  orders  in  de- 
livering it  at  fea.  The  26tli,  being  Sunday,  nothing 
was  done.  On  the  27th  the  merchant  and  mafter 
went  early  to  the  cuilom-houfe,  and  entered  the  fliip 
and  cargo.  At  noon-day  the  Ihip's  boats  came  to 
the  wharf  with  twenty-feven  cheils  of  tea,  carts  were 
prepared,  and  the  tea  immediately  carried  to  the  cuf- 
toni-houfe,  and  there  llored,  before  any  people  could 
allemble  to  obflrucl  it.  The  town  not  fufpecfting 
any  movement  until  my  return  from  Dover,  about 
ten  miles  off,  where  I  purpolely  flaid  during  this  firft 
operation  to  fecure  this  event,  which  I  forefaw  would 
be  carried  quietly,  by  withdrawing  fufpicion,  hav- 
ing coniided  my  plan  to  proper  magiflrates,  who  I 
know  would  not  be  difapppointed.  In  the  afternoon 
a  town-meeting  was  convened  upon  the  occafion. 
I  came  to  town  and  paiTed  on  horfeback  through 
the  concourfe,  who  treated  me  with  their  ufual 
ki ndnefs  and  refpecl:.  At  the  meeting,  it  was 
ren^-efented  to  the  people,  that  the  tea  being  now 
lodged  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  quefcion  was  to- 
tally changed,  that  nothing  could  be  done,  but 
by  confent  of,  and  agreement  with  the  merchant. 
The  meeting  proceeded  v/ith  coolness  and  temper 
beyond  almoll  my  hope.  It  was  propofed  that  a 
committee  fhould  be  chofen,  and  inverted  with 
powers  to  treat  with  the  merchant.  In  this  com- 
mittee of  eleven,  were  many  principal  gentlemen, 
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difcreet  men,  who  I  knew  detefled  every  idea  of 
violating  property  :  Men  dilpoled  to  prevent  mli^ 
chief.  The  town  alfo  chofe  a  guard  of  freehold- 
ers, to  protect  and  defend  the  cuilom-houfe  and 
the  tea  from  any  attempt  or  interruption,  which 
being  iincerely  intended,  was  faithfully  executed. 
On  the  28th,  the  coniignee  accepted  and  agreed  to 
the  propofals  of  the  committee,  to  export  the  tea 
to  any  market  he  chofe,  upon  condition  the  town 
ihould  re-ihip  and  protect  it  while  in  the  harbour. 
I'his  they  gladly  acceded  to,  and  the  town  upon 
adjournment  confirmed  the  proceediiags  ;  accord- 
ingly the  committee  and  the  config^nee  together 
were  at  the  cuitom-houfe,  where  the  duty  was  op- 
enly and  regularly  paid,  and  the  tea  again  carted 
through  the  ftreets  publicly  in  the  day  time^  with- 
out noife,  tumult,  or  infalt.  About  9  o'clock  P. 
M.  three  overheated  mariners  (two  of  them  ftran- 
gers]  endeavored  to  excite  a  mob,  to  deflroy  the 
tea  and  veflel  hired  to  export  it.  Whereupon  I 
sent  for  Colonel  Fenton,  who  gathered  a  few  gen- 
tlemen, repaired  to  the  veilel,  and  with  laudable 
fpirit  and  prudence  they  perfonally  guarded  both 
velfel  and  cargo  in  fafety  till  the  next  rhorning. 
On  the  29th,  A.  M.  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cufloms 
informed  me,  that  thefe  mariners  had  got  drums, 
and  were  aflembling  thoughtlefs  people  to  deflroy 
the  tea  and  floop.  At  the  fame  time  I  received  a 
letter.  No.  I,  a  copy  herewith  incloled,  from  the 
confignee,  defiring  my  aid  and  aiiiftance,  to  take 
poifcilion  of  the  floop  and  cargo.  Ilereupon  I  di- 
rected the  flierifF  inftantly  to  fummon  the  Council, 
and  every  Magiflrate  and  peace-officer  to  meet  me 
forthwith  on  the  wharf  where  the  veflel  lay,  deter- 
mining to  difperfe  any  riotous  attempts,  and  order 
the  veifel  to  the  caftle  :  While  I  was  going  out  on 
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this  my  duty,  a  meffenger  came  to  tell  me,  that 
fome  m.igiil:rates  and  two  of  the  council,  Mr.  War- 
ner and    Mr.   Rindge,  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
way,  hearing  the  noife,  had  repaired  to  the  place, 
and,    with    many  other  freeholders,   iilenced  the 
drums,  and  prevailed  on  the  people  to  difperfe  with- 
out any  outrage.     At  this  time  I  received  a  fecond 
letter  (No  2,  herewith)  from   the  confignee,  to  the 
fame  purport  as  the  firft.    I  loll  no  time  in  writing 
an  order  to  captain  Cochran,  immediately  to  take 
poflefiion,  defend,    protect,  and  fafely    deliver  the 
fliid  velFel  and  cargo  to  the  merchant,  or  to  his  or- 
ders ;  and  the  fheriff,    John  Parker,    Kfq.  to  take 
command  of  the  caftie  in  his  abfence,  as  will  appear 
fully  by  the  inclofure.  No.  3.  In  the  evening,  about 
half  pail  6,  obferving   the  wind  to  be  contrary,  I 
difpatched  a  fecond  order  to  captain   Cochran,  ftill 
to  continue  in  the  orders  of  the  morning,  as  by  the 
inclofure,  No.  4.     Thefe  orders  were  direcflly  carri- 
ed into  eifecl,   with  a  prudence   and   firmnefs   that 
does   honour  to   both  the  officers.     On  the  SOth, 
the  owner  of  the  Hoop,  the  mailer,  and  the  fuper- 
cargo,  to  whofe  care    the  confignee  committed  the 
tea,  came  on  board,  with  proper  cuflom-houfe  clear- 
ances, and  anrhoriiy  from  the  confignee.     Captain 
Cochran    examined  the  twenty-feven    cliefls  of  tea, 
found  them  perfedly  fafe,  and  in  good  order  ;  dc- 
fired  the   three  lafl  mentioned  perfons  to  examine 
the  fime,   which  they  did,   and  then  received  both 
veflel  and  cargo  into  their  poffeffion,  and  forthwith 
failed  for  Halifax.     Mr.  Parker  the  flieriff,  and  cap- 
tain Cochran,  returned  to  their  refpedive  duties,  and 
have  made  return  of  their  doings,  on  my  orders,  as 
in  the  inclofures.  No.  5  and  6.     During  thelc  tranf- 
adions,  viz.  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  and  morn- 
ing of  the  28th,  I  told  the  collecflor  and  comptrol- 
ler', alfo  the  confignee,  that  if  they  wanted  any  aid 
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or  affiflance,  or  were  apprehenfive  of  danger,  I  was 
ready,  whenever  they  would  apply  to  me,  and 
would  not  only  ilTue  orders,  but  in  perfon  defend 
them ;  that  I  was  confident,  the  magiftrates  and 
freeholders  would  not  defert  me  :  But  they  would 
not  apply,  declaring  they  then  apprehended  no  dan- 
ger. 


No.  XXL 

€<ifiij  of  a  inter  from    Governor  Wentworth  to  the    Larl  of   Dari- 
MOUTii,  diited  A'ti'j-Hamfishirs^thc  dik  rf  JiUy^  1774. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordihip, 


)N  hearing  the  committee  of  corref^ 
pondence,  chofen  by  the  late  AiFembly  of  this  Prov- 
ince, had  iffued  letters  to  thofe  members  to  meet 
this  day  in  the  Reprefentatives  chamber  in  Portf- 
mouth,  there  to  deliberate  and  ad:,  particularly  to 
choofe  delegates  for  a  general  American  Congrefs, 
and  that  fome  of  the  faid  perfons  were  convened. 
I  have  confidered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  his  Majeify  to 
ufe  my  endeavours  to  difperfe  and  feparate  fo  illegal 
and  unwarrantable  an  attempt.  I  have  therefore 
convened  his  Majefty's  Council,  ordered  the  flierifF 
to  attend  me,  and  requiring  their  attendance  on 
me,  I  went  into  the  room,  and  immediately  read 
the  inclofed  fpeech  to  them  ;  afterwards  I  directed 
the  fherifFto  make  open  proclamation,  for  all  per- 
fons to  difperfe  and  keep  the  King's  peace,  which 
w^as  done  before  they  had  entered  on  any  bufinefs, 
and  I  expe(51:  will  be  obeyed,  as  this  letter  muft  be 
forwarded  by  exprefs  66  miles  to  Boflon,  and  reach 
there  to-night,  in  hopes  to  fave  conveyance  by  ad- 
miral Montague.  Whatever  further  may  occur,  I 
ihall  take  due  care  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  as 
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fooii  as  poffible,  all  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmit- 
ted,  dutifully  hoping  your  Lordlliip's  favourable 
reprefentatiou  of  my  beft  zeal,  unremitted  diligenc© 
and  lidelity  in  difcharge  of  my  duty,  may  happily 
be  honoured  with  his  Majefty's  approbation.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  moft  perfca  rei^ 
ped,  &c. 

J.  WENTWORTH. 


No.  xxir. 

Exlracf  of  a  Letter  from  the  H(m<iurablc  Governor  Wentworth,  to  the 
Hail  r^' Dartmouth,  dati:d  .Yeiv-Hamjiishire,  l3(/i  Julij,  1774. 

1  HE  convention  mentioned  in  my  dif- 
patch.  No.  63^  immediately  difperfcd,  without  at- 
tempting to  enter  into  any  meafures.  Thofe  gen- 
tlemen with  fome  others  dined  at  a  tavern,  and 
there  in  private  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  fcver- 
al  pariilies  in  the  Province,  that  they  choofe  perfbns 
to  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  1^1  ft  inftant,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  appointing  delegates  to  attend,  and  be  part 
of  an  American  Congrefs,  intended  to  aflemble  the 
1ft  of  September  next,  in  Pennfylvania  or  New- 
Jerfey.  The  towns  were  delired  to  colled  volun- 
tarily, and  fend  by  their  agents  to  Exeter,  certain 
fums  of  money  in  proportion  to  their  province-tax, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  pounds  fterling,  to  pay 
the  delegates.  It  was  alfo  recommended  to  the 
pariflies,  that  the  14th  inftant  be  obfervcd  as  a  day 
of  fafting  and  prayer.  It  is  yet  uncertain  how  far 
thefe  requifitions  will  be  complied  with  ;  but  I  am 
apt  to  believe  the  ipirit  of  enthufiafm,  which  gen- 
erally prevails  through  the  colonies,  will  create  a« 
obedience  that  reafon  or  religion  would  fail  f 
procure. 
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No.  XXIII. 

Extract  of  a  Le.'.t.'.r  frcm  Governor  Wentwortk, /o  (Ac  Earl  of  Da^^' 
MOUTH,  daled  JVetv-HamJishirCi  August  291/1^  1774. 

©INGE  my  letter,  No.  64,  the  conven- 
tion of  perfons  chofeu  by  many  towns,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  invitation  in  that  letter  referred 
to,  met  at  Exeter,  and  elected  Col.  Folfom  and  Major 
Sullivan  to  be  delegates  for  this  Province,  at  the 
Congrefs  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft 
day  of  September  next.  The  paper,  No.  J ,  here- 
v\rith  inclofed,  is  a  copy  of  the  inftruclions  given  to 
thofe  gentlemen,  and  is  the  beft  explanation  of  their 
iervice  and  employment  that  1  can  obtain.  I  am 
informed  that  this  convention  colleclyted  and  brought 
from  their  refpecflive  towns,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  guineas,  vv-hich  was  paid  into  the  hands 
of  John  Giddinge,  Efquire,  (who  they  ele^^ted 
Treafurer)  to  defray  the  expenfe  incurred  by  the 
delegates  afore-named,  who  fet  off  on  their  journey 
to  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  initant. 

The  committee  of  correfpondence  eledled  by  the 
late  Afiembly,  and  of  courfe  dillblved  with  them, 
wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  in  this  Prov- 
ince, copy  of  which,  and  printed  form  of  the  non- 
import2.tion  and  non>confumption  agreement,  re- 
commended in  that  letter  and  accompanying  it,  are 
herevv^ith  tranfmitted,  No.  2.  Some  few  towns  gen- 
erally fubfcribed,  many  others,  totally  rejected. 
The  committee  appear  confcious  that  their  powers 
(if  any  they  ever  had)  ccafed  with  the  Affcmbly 
that  elected  them,  for  they  do  not  date  the  day  of 
the  month,  becaufe  it  fucceeded  the  diffolution  ;  it 
is  certain  they  had  not  a6ied,  nor  even  met  together 
before  that. 
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I   think  this   Province  is   much   more  moderate 
tlian  any  other  to  the  foiithward,  akhough  the  fpirit 
of  enthuhafm   is   fpread,  and  requires  the  utmoft 
■vigthmce  and   prudence  to  reftrain  it  from  violent 
excefs  ;  this  will   appear   by  the  inclofure,  No.  3, 
which  was  carried  nemine  contradlcentc  in  tliis  town, 
upon   an   attempt  fome  few  nights  preceding,  by  a 
parcel  of  boys  and  failors,  to  infult  a  woman  who 
ibid  tea.     Since  this   vote,  the  town  has  been  per- 
fectly quiet,  thofc  who  had  tea  have  fold  it  without 
moleftation.  The  inhabitants  have  now  almoft  uni- 
verfally  difcontinued  the  ufe  of  Bohea  tea,   and  I 
apprehend  will  entirely  within  three  months  of  this 
date. 

The  town  clerk  of  Boflon,  who  is  faid  to  be  a 
zealous  leader  of  the  popular  oppofition,  has  been 
in  this  town  about  a  week  ;  immediately  appears  a 
publication  in  the  New-Hampfliire  Gazette,*  recom- 
mending donations  for  Bofton,  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  notification  to  convene  \\\  town-meeting 
*  to  grant  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Bofton,* 
on  the  12th  of  September  next.  It  is  probable  no 
town  grant  will  be  made,  and  the  meeting  iifue  in 
appointing  a  comm_ittee  to  receive  and  tranfmit  vol- 
untary donations,  which  I  believe  will  not  aflbrd 
much  comfort  to  them,  or  greatly  credit  tlie  charit- 
able munificence  of  thefe  town-meetings  ;  grants 
are  always  and  ever  will  be  greater  on  popular  pre- 
tences than  private  fubfcriptions,  bccaufj  thofe  that 
vote  in  public  pay  by  far  the  leailpart  of  the  grant ; 
as  is  ever  the  cafe  with  felecl  men,  who  having  pow- 
er over  the  apportionment  of  rates,  probably  do  not 
exercife  it  to  their  own  detriment,  and  thence  more 
eafily  join  in  facilitating  and  augmenting  fuch  gifts, 
which,  from   the   nature   of  the  ofBce,  they  have 

*  The  pub'ication   l:-r'?  refcrreH  to  wn-i  writfni  by  a  i^iwn  vtliojn   tbt  Governor  Hid 
not  suspact,  and  tijc  town  elerk  kn'^  v  notliiog  of  it. 
P    P 
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great  influence  upon.  It  is  greatly  to  be  wiflied^ 
that  gentlemen  of  property,  experience  and  educa-- 
tion,  could  be  perfuaded  to  accc*pt  the  office  of  fe- 
le(5l  men  ;  but  it  is  impraiElicable,  if  they  are  difin- 
terefled,  and  without  other  views  than  the  public 
good,  it  is  very  laborious  and  unprofitable  employ- 
ment :  And  as  I  have  nothing  in  my  power  where- 
by to  reward  fuch  good  men,  they  all  decline,  and 
the  interior  regulation  of  the  capital  falls  into  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  can  fubmit  to  make  it  worth 
their  attentioo, 

I  beg  leave  to  afTure  your  Lordiliip  of  my  mofl 
f?athful  diligence  in  his  Majefly's  fervice  ;  and,  with 
the  greateft  deference,  to  hope  for  fuch  favourable 
reprefentatiou  thereof. 

1  am,  &c. 

J.  WENTWOriTH. 

P.  S.  The  inclofure,  No.  4,  met  v/ith  very  little 
encouragement,  and  obtained  but  few  figners  (ex- 
cept two  or  three)  who  were  only  among  the  low* 
er  order  of  people,  who  figned  before  they  were  di- 
vided to,  and  on  the  fame  invitation  would  fign  any- 
other  paper.  J.  W. 


No.   XXIV. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Cnx'crnor  Wentwortii  to  the  F.arl  nf  Ti  Krct" 

UOVin-t  (hi'.cd  ^'^(■■^:v-!:-IamJishire  loth    ^t/iteinier,  1794. 

On  the  8th  inflant,  about  fun-fet,  arriv- 
ed in  the  port  of  Pifcataqua  the  Fox  mail-iliip,  nav- 
ing  on  board  30  cheils  of  bohea  tea,  configned  to 
Mr.  Edward  Parry  of  this  town.  Previous  to  this 
arrival  it  had  been  reported  that  fuch  an  event  was 
expedled  :  I  therefore  early  infl:ru6lcd  captain  Coch- 
ran of  hi*  Majefly's  caflle,   William    and  Mary,  in 
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this  Province,  to  render  all  the  aid  and  afri{\ance  in 
his  power  upon  the  firit  application,  as  by  the  copy. 
No.  1,  which  I  beg  leave  to  indole  to  your  Lordlhip 
herewith.     Accordingly   captain    Cochran,    always 
indefatigable  in  his  duty,  went  off  to  the  ihip  while 
at  fea  and   proffered   his  fervice.     Some  few   days 
before  this  arrival,  letters  were  received  from  Lon- 
don, mentioning  the  fhipping  of  the  tea,  to  fundry 
perfons,  whence  it  became   very  publick.     A  ihip 
lad  week  arrived  at  Salem  with  a  quantity  of  tea  on 
board,  alfo    confirmed  the  expectation  of  the  like 
here.     Thefe  things,  added  to  a  report  from  Salem 
that  the  people  would  not  admit  the  tea  to  be  laiid- 
ed,  entered,  or  pay  the  duty  there,  and  the  enthufi- 
aOic  Ipirit  of  that   Province   daily  gaining  groiu.d 
both  there  and  here,  notwichlianding  my  utmoit  o/- 
forts   and  vigilance,  rendered  the  event  of  this  'v..\- 
portation  more  precarious  than  the  former,  and  r<ul- 
ed  almoit  inliirmountable  obftacles  againft  its  pref- 
ervation. 

As  loon  as  it  was  generally  known  that  tea  was 
arrived  here,  the  difquiet  broke  forth  among  the 
populace,  and  at  a  quarter  pail  ten  at  night  1  received 
a  letter,  No.  i^  from  Mr.  Parry,  informmg  of  his 
windows  being  broken  by  a  mob,  and  defn-ing  pro- 
tedion.  At  half  pad  ten  I  fent  Mr.  M'Donah,  my 
private  Secretary,  and  my  brother,  who  happened 
to  be  at  my  houfe,  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Parry  what 
was  neceffary,  and,  if  any  danger,  to  offer  him  the 
protedion  of  my  houfe,  which  they  did  ;  but  the 
attempted  mob  having  fubiided,  he  law  there  was 
no  danger,  and  remained  quietly  and  lafcly  in  his 
own  lodgings.  At  three  quarters  pall  9  A.  M.  of 
the  9th  inilant,  Mr.  Parry  brought  me  a  petition 
to  the  Governor  and  Council,  praying  the  protec- 
tion of  government,  as  in  the  inclolcd  copy.  No.  3. 
Whereupon  I  convened  the  Council  within  an  hour, 
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and  received  advice  from  them  to  call  in  the  Juiti-- 
ces  that  w^ere  in  town,  and  require  their  execution 
of  their  duty,  wliich  thev,  with  hiudable  prudence 
and  firmnefs  immediately  proceeded  upon,  and  with 
deiirable  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Parry  and  Captain  Norman  Vv'ere  inibrmed 
of  thefe  proceedings,  and  by  me  told  at  the  Councii 
Board,  that  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Magillrates, 
would,  upon  the  leail  notice,  fupport  and  protedl 
them  and  their  property,  and  that  we  ilioukl  all  be 
in  readinefs.  At  fix  P.  M.  I  adjourned  till  nine 
o'clock  next  morning,  and  fentforthc  Chief  Juflice, 
Sherifl'and  Attorney-General,  from  Exeter,  where 
the  Superior  Court  was  and  is  fitting,  Alfo  Mr. 
Gilman  and  Waldron  from  Exeter  and  Dover,  to 
make  a  full  Council.  That  nothing  might  be  want- 
ing to  execute  the  law,  and  prelerve  the  public 
peace,  the  Council  fat  till  two  o'clock  ;  and  no  far- 
ther application  made  nor  any  appearance  of  riot 
or  violence  whatever.  I  propofed  to  the  Council 
to  confider  and  advife  me  what  further  v/as  needful 
to  be  done  upon  the  petition  ;  this  vvas  referred  to 
a  committee  to  report  upon,  and  I  adjourned  till 
Monday,  the  twelfth  inflant,  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

During  this  period,  viz.  the  9th  and  iOth  inflant, 
the  town  meetings  were  agitated.  At  length  a 
comm.ittee  were  chofen  to  confult  with  Mr.  Parry 
and  the  Captain,  who  agreed  to  export  the  tea  to 
Halifax,  after  being  duly  entered,  and  paying  the 
duty.  About  five  o'clock  P.  M.  of  10th,  Mr.  Parry 
and  Captain  Norman  came  to  me,  and  informed 
nie  of  this  agreement,  and  that  they  were  obliged 
to  the  government  for  their  proted:ion,  which  they 
imagined  was  no  longer  neceffary  on  this  occalion. 
However,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  meet  the  Council 
on  the  adjournment,  and  to  have  the  Council  con- 
vened a"ain  in  the  afternoon,  as   there  Vv'as  a  town 
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meetiiig  fitting,  j(nd  I  could  not  be  certain  of  cftab- 
lillied  quiet  'till  that  was  over.  The  veflel  with 
the  tea  failed  the  11th  inftant,  with  a  fair  wind,  for 
Halifax,  and  the  town  is  in  peace-  The  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  Council  afBiir  1  beg  leave  herewith  to 
tranfuiit  to  your  Lordfhip  in  the  paper  No.  4. 

Notwithilanding,  I  can  ftill  have  the  pleafure  to 
reprefent  to  your  Lordiliip  that  this  Province  con- 
tinues more  moderate  than  any  to  the  fouthward  ; 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  truth  requires  me  to  fuggefl, 
that  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  fentiment  is  not 
divided  nor  lofl  in  Nevz-Hampfliire,  although  they 
have  idtherto  been  prevailed  upon  to  abflain  from 
acis  of  general  violence  and  outr^ige,  and  the  laws 
hive  their  courfe.  How  long  it  will  rcm.ain  fb  is 
impoifible  to  foref^e  ;  I  confcfs  much  good  may 
not  realbnably  he  counted  upon,  while  the  unhap- 
py diftradions  in  the  Aiailachufetts  bay  gain  ground 
and  fpread  with  fuch  violence  as  cannot  but  be  ex- 
tremely deplored  by  every  coniiderate  man. 


No.  XXV. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wf.ntwoki  H  to  the  F.erl  oj  Daiit. 
MOUTH,  dultd  A'fU'-L'aiti/is/iirey  \5th  jVuvtinbsr,  1774.  \ 

At  an  adjournment  of  a  town  meeting 
in  Portfmouth,  in  Oaober  lall,  fifty-two  voters  re- 
confidered  a  vote  of  fifty-fix  voters  in  a  previous 
meeting,  "not  to  grant  the  town  monies  for  a  do- 
nation to  Bollon  ;  but  that  a  voluntary  fubfcription 
be  opened  for  that  purpofe."  This  leflbr  number 
granted  two  hundred  pounds  proclamation  money, 
which  is  near  four  times  their  Province  tax. 

They  alfo  proceeded  to  choofe  a  committee  of 
forty-five  perfons,  chiefly  out  of  the  number  then 
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prefent,   who   flile  themfelves,    "  A  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means."      I  hear  one  half  the  number 
refufed  to  adl.     The  remainder  convened  together, 
and  prevailed  on  Mr.  Wentworth,  an  old  gentleman 
of  feventy-eight  years,  and  lately  extremely  impair- 
ed by  frequent  epileptic  fits,  to  be  their  chairman. 
General  Gage  having  defired  me  to  furnilh  fome 
carpenters   to  build   and   prepare  quarters  for  his 
Majefty's  troops  in  Bofton,  the  carpenters  there  be- 
ing withdrawn,  and  the  fervice  much  diitreiied  ;  I 
immediately  engaged  and  fent  him  a  party  of  able 
men,  which  arrived  to  tlie  General,  and  are   very 
ufeful.     However,  this  committee  confidered  it  as 
very  obnoxious,   and  chole  a  fub-committee  from 
among   their  adling  members,  to  draw  up  refolves 
relative  to  this  matter,  which  I  am  informed  they 
did,  and  were  accordingly  pvibliihed  in  the  inclofed 
New-Hamp(hire  Gazette,  No.  940,   which   excited 
the  defigned  madnefs  through  the  interior  part  of' 
the   Province,  and  folely  gave  rife  to  the  proceed- 
ings at  Rochefter,  as  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  No. 
942,   herewith  tranfmitted.       Indeed,  had  not  the 
Rochefter  committee  acfbed  with  great  prudence,  and 
confented  to    call  Mr.  Auftin  before   them,  it    is 
greatly   to   be   apprehended  very  efTential  outrages 
would  have  been  committed  on  his  eliate,  and  his 
perfon  endangered  through  the  violence  of  a  de- 
luded populace.      From    thefe   motives   only   were 
thofe  three  gentlemen  in  Rochefter  prevailed  on  to 
adl  in  a  bulinefs  the  whole  of  which  they  publicly 
difapproved,  but  had  not  power  to  fupprefs.     Dur- 
ing thefe  igitations  Captain  Holland,  by  deiire  of 
Brigadier   General  Robinfon,  had  purchafed  fome 
blankets  for  the  army.     The  committee  forbad  him 
to  fliip  any,  and   he  immediately  fent  them  all  to 
my    houie   for    flifety,   whence   I  direcSlly  fliipped 
them  for  Bofton,  and  they  are  fafely  delivered.    In 
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the  counties  of  Hilllborough  and  Cheflilre  I  have 
heard  there  have  been  feveral  repreheniible  violenc- 
es committed,  under  popuUir  pretences  of  liberty  ; 
iieverthelefs  I  took  fuch  meafures,  that,  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  magiftrates  of  thofe  counties,  the 
difhcultics  begin  to  fubfidc.  But  I  cannot  Hatter 
myfelf  with  any  reafonable  hopes  of  the  legal 
eftablifliment  of  the  powers  of  government  in  tliis 
Province,  until  they  are  effe6tually  reftored  in  the 
Mailachufetts  Bay.  I  have  been  fuccefstul  iu  pre- 
vailing on  foldiers  deferted  from  the  King's  troops 
at  Bofton,  to  return  to  their  duty,  through  the  fpi- 
rited  and  prudent  acflivity  of  Major  Thompfon,  a 
militia  officer  of  New-IIampfliire,  whofe  manage- 
ment, the  General  writes  me,  promifes  further  fuc- 
cefs.  The  town  of  Exeter  have  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  Portfmouth,  and  granted  one  hundred  pounds 
to  Bofton,  and  I  apprehend  many  other  towns  will 
do  the  like. 


No.  XXVI. 

Extract  cfa  Letter  frr.m  Governor  Wentworth,  to  the  Eat  I  r/DxRT* 

idQvrid,  (laced  A'ew-Ham/iihire,  December  2^  1774. 

The  forming  a  Continental  Congrefg 
was  fo  univerfally  adopted  by  the  other  Colonies, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  this  Province  from 
joining  therein,  and  accepting  the  meafures  recom- 
mended, which  are  received  implicitly  :  So  great 
is  the  prefent  delufion,  that  moll  people  receive 
them  as  matters  of  obedience,  not  of  confulerate  ex- 
amination, whereon  they  may  exercife  their  own 
judgment.  Accordingly  on  their  firft  publication, 
the  acling  part  of  the  committee  mentioned  in  my 
difpatch,  No.  69,  forbad  an  exportation  of  fifty 
fheep,  the  adventure  of  a  fliip-mafter,  bound  to  the 
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Weft-Iiidit'S,  and  caufed  Iiim,  at  foQ-ie  lofs,  to  d'lC- 
pofe  of  Ills  llieep,  and  unlade  the  provilion  made 
for  them. 

Tills  day  the  Provincial  conimiutee  nominated  at 
Exeter  by  the  eledlors  of  the  delegates  to  the  Gon- 
grefs,  have  pnblifhed  their  mandate*  herewith  en- 
clofed,  for  a  general  fubmifTioa  to  the  reiblves  of 
the  Congrefs,  figned  by  their  chairman,  who  was 
fpeaker  in  the  late  General  AfTembly. 

It  is  much  to  be  v/ifhed  the  Colonies  had  purfu- 
ed  the  mode  of  reprefentation  your  Lordlhip  is 
pleafed  to  mention.  At  prefent,  i  apprehend,  the 
refpective  AlTembiies  will  embrace  the  nrlf  hour  of 
their  meeting,  formally  to  recognife  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congrefs,  and  if  they  fliould  fiiperadd, 
it  will  not  probably  be  lefs  violent  than  the  exam- 
ple which  will  be  their  foundation. 

No.     XXVII. 

Co/ir.i  of  a  Let  ((T  from  ^tI't'T^zct  Wentavcrth  to  Governor  Gagt.^  cmt' 
ed  I'^ih  of  December^  1774. 

Portfmouth,  New-Hampfhire* 
SIR, 

J-  HAVE  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  19th  inll.  with  the  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  wdiich  were  both  delivered 
to  me  on  Monday  evening  laft  by  Mr.  Whiting. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  I  am  called  upon 
by  my  duty  to  the  King,  to  communicate  to  your 
Excellency  a  mofl  unhappy  afhiir  perpetrated  here 
this  day. 

Yeflerday  in  the  afternoon,  Paul  Revere  arrived 
in  this  tovv'n,  exprefs  from  the  committee  in  Bofton 
to  another  committee  in  this  tov^n,  and  riclivered 
liis  difpatch  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cutis,  merchant  of  this 
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town,  who  Immediately  convened  the  committee  of 
which  he  is  one,  and,  as  I  learn,  laid  it  before  them. 
This  day  before  noon,  before  any  fufpicions  could 
be  had  of  their  intentions,  about  four  hundred  men 
were  collected  together,  and  immediately  proceed- 
ed to  his  Majefty's  Gaftle,  William  and  Mary,  at  the 
entrance  of  this  harbour,  and  forcibly  took  poflcf- 
lion  thereof ;  notwithltanding  the  beil  defence  that 
could  be  made  by  Captain  Cochran  (whofe  condudl 
has  been  extremely  laudable,  as  your  Excellency 
will  fee  by  the  enclofed  letter  from  him)  and  by 
violence  carried  away  upwards  of  100  barrels  of 
powder  belonging  to  the  King,  depofited  in  the  cai- 
tle.  I  am  informed  that  expreffes  have  been  circu- 
lated through  the  neighbouring  tov.-ns,  to  colledl  a 
number  of  people  to-morrow,  or  as  foon  as  polTible, 
to  carry  away  all  the  cannon  and  arms  belonging 
to  the  caRIe,  which  they  will  undoubtedly  effedl, 
unlefs  fome  aifiitance  fliould  arrive  from  Boflon  in 
time  to  prevent  it.  This  event  too  plainly  proves 
the  imbecility  of  this  government  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution his  Majefly's  order  in  Council,  for  feizing 
and  detaining  arms  and  ammunition  imported  into 
this  Province,  without  fome  flrong  Hiips  of  war  in 
this  harbour  :  Neither  is  the  Province  or  cuflom- 
houfe-treafury  in  any  degree  lafe  ;  if  it  fliould 
come  into  the  mind  of  the  popular  leaders  to  feize 
upon  them. 

The  principal  perfons  who  took  the  lead  in  this 
enormity  are  well  known.  Upon  the  beil  informa- 
tion I  can  obtain,  this  mifchief  originates  from 
the  publiihing  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter,  and 
the  King's  order  in  Council  at  Rhode-Ifland,  prohib- 
iting the  exportation  of  military  llores  from  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  proceedings  in  that  Colony  in  confe- 
quence'  of  it,  which  have  been  publilhed  here  by 
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the  forementioned  Mr.  Revere,  and  the  dlfpatch 
brought,  before  which  all  was  perfcdly  quiet  and 
peaceable  here.         I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  WENTWORTH. 


No.  XXVIIL 

&ofiy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cochran,  Co^nfiiuud.^r  cf  Fort  JViUiam 
and  Mary^  in  .^civ-Hamlishire^  to  Governor  WexTwoktHj  dated 
the  \'ith  of  December,  1774. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

i  RECEIVED  your  Excellency's  favouf 
6f  yefterday,  and  in  obedience  thereto  kept  a  llridl 
watch  all  night,  and  added  two  men  to  my  ufual 
number,  being  all  I  could  get.  Nothing  material 
occurred  till  this  day  one  o'clock,  when  I  was  in- 
formed, there  was  a  number  of  people  coming  to 
take  poflefhon  of  the  Fort,  upon  which,  having  only 
five  effetflive  men  with  me,  I  prepared  to  make  the 
bell  defence  I  could,  and  pointed  fome  guns  to  thofe 
places  where  I  expected  they  would  enter.  About 
three  o'clock  the  Fort  was  befet  on  all  fides  by  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  men.  I  told  them,  on  their 
peril,  not  to  enter  :  They  replied  they  would.  I 
immediately  ordered  three  four  pounders  to  be  fir- 
ed on  them,  and  then  the  fmall  arms,  and  before  we 
could  be  ready  to  fire  again,  we  were  flormed  on  all 
quarters,  and  they  immediately  fecured  both  me  and 
my  men,  and  kept  us  prifoners  about  one  hour  and 
a  half,  during  which  time  they  broke  open  the  pow- 
der-houfe,  and  took  all  the  powder  away  except  one 
barrel,  and  having  put  it  into  boats  and  fent  it  oiF, 
they  releafed  me  from  my  confinement.     To  which 


APPENDIX.  >  331 


<:an  only  add,  that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  defend 
the  fort,  but   all  my  etTorts  could  not  avail  againfl 
fo  great  a  number.     I  am  your  Excellency's,  ike. 
(Signed)  JOHN  COCHRAN. 


No.  XXIX. 

■Co/uj  cf  an  Extravt  of  a  1. titer  from  Governor  Wentworth,  to  Gti^ 
ernor  Gacr,  dated  Fa\s/i!outh,  .M-zv-IIcwpsfurc,  t/ie  16.'/;  of  Decc^: 
bcr,  1774. 


nJ  Wednefday  laft  after  twelve  o'clock, 
an  infurrection  fuddenly  took  place  in  this  town, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  his  Majefty's  caftle, 
attacked,  overpowered,  wounded  and  confined  the 
Captain,  and  thence  took  away  all  the  King's  pow- 
der. Yefierday  numbers  more  ailembled,  and 
laft  night  brought  off  many  cannon,  &c.  and  about 
fixty  muikets.  This  day  the  town  is  full  of  armed 
men,  who  refufe  to  difperfe,  but  appear  determined 
to  compleat  the  difmantling  the  fortrefs  intirely. 
Hitherto  the  people  abilain  from  private  or  perfonal 
injuries  ;  how  long  they  will  be  fo  prevailed  on,  it 
is  impoffible  to  fay,  I  moil  fincerely  lament  the  pref- 
ent  difhradlions  which  feem  to  have  buril  forth  by 
means  of  a  letter  from  William  Cooper  to  Samuel 
Cutts,  delivered  here  on  Tuefday  laft,  P.  M.  by 
Paul  Revere.  I  have  not  time  to  add  further  on 
this  melancholy  fubjed. 

P.  S.  The  populace  threaten  to  abufe  Colonel  Fen- 
ton,  becaufe  he  has  to  them  declared  the  folly  of 
their  coudud,  and  that  he  will  do  his  duty  as  a  juf- 
tice  in  executing  the  laws.  They  will  never  prevail 
on  him  to  retradl,  if  all  the  men  in  the  Province  at- 
tack him.  If  I  had  had  two  hundred  fuch  men,  the 
caftle  and  all  therein  would  yet  have  been  fafe.  At 
this  moment  the  heavy  cannon  arc  not  carried  off, 
but  how  foon  they  may  be,  I  cannot  fay. 
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No.  XXX. 

The  publication  in  the  Acvj-Hamjuhire  Gazelle  7rf.ri\;[  to  in  .Ks.  XXIIL 

TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    PROVIXCi;  OY  NEW- 

HA.MPSillRE. 

Eemc^nher  them  that  arc  in  bor.ds  an  b'AintI  r:i!li  //,y;«,  arhl  ti.em  that  f^v^er 
adversitijy  as  bein^  yourselves  also  in  the  baiij. 

Jet  us  condder  one  another  to  provoke  to  hve  and  to  ^-oad  ivorka. 
I*1Y  DEAR  BRETHREN, 

v.>*UR  late  Houfe  of  Deputies,  which  meC 
at  Exeter,  having  recommended  it  to  the  ieveral 
towns  in  this  Province,  to  coniider  the  diiirefled  fit- 
nation  of  our  poor  oppreiTed  Brethren  in  Bofton, 
who  are  futTering  the  rigour  of  a  cruel  and  unjuit 
a(5l  of  Parliament  which  deprives  them  of  the  means 
of  fubfidencc  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  lend  them 
what  help  we  can  afford,  to  lapport  them  in  their 
fufierings  :  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  fome  con- 
fideradons,  which  may  ferve  to  flicw  you  not  how 
much  they  ?iced  (for  that  your  own  humanity  mud 
inform  you)  but  how  much  they  dcfcrve  your  affiR- 
ance. 

The  people  of  that  Town  and  Colony  have  ever 
been  rernarkable  for  their  humanity  and  gencrofity 
to  the  diif  reifed.  Their  bounty  has  been  extended 
to  Jamaica,  Nevis,  Carolina  and  other  places  which 
have  fuffered  by  iires,  hurricanes,  earthquakes  and 
other  calamities,  yea,  London  itielf  has  experienced 
their  kindnefs,  when  by  the  hre  in  1666,  great 
numbers  there  were  reduced  to  poverty.  To  their 
tender  and  benevolent  hand  this  Province  in  partic- 
ular is  greatly  indebted  if  not  for  its  exiilence,  yet 
certainly  for  its  p^  otevStion  and  fupport,  both  in  mat- 
ters of  civil  government  and  in  the  furious  Indian 
Wars    during   thole   forty  years  we  were  united  to 
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that  Colony.  The  fettlements  here  mvifl  have  been 
broken  up  had  we  been  left  to  ftand  alone,  vexed  as 
we  v\'ere  by  intefthie  diviiions  and  the  want  of  an 
orderly  government,  labouring  under  poverty,  and 
attacked  by  a  favage  enemy  whofe  tender  mercies 
were  cruelly.  The  fenfe  of  their  kindnefs  was  mofl 
gratefully  exprelfed  in  a  letter  written  by  Prefident 
Cutts  and  his  Council  in  1680,  to  that  Colony,  up- 
on the  reparation  wdiich  then  took  place  by  the 
King's  Authority.  And  fince  that  time,  every  one 
that  is  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  this  Province, 
knows  that  it  owes  much  of  its  importance  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Mafl-ichufetts  government. 

Though  the  Town  of  Bollon  have  themfelves  fuf- 
fered  greatly  by  fires,  and  by  the  frequent  fpread- 
ing  of  the  fmall  pox  among  them,  yet  they  have  al- 
ways been  at  a  prodigious  expenfc  in  fupporting  the 
poor,  mod  of  whom  are  not  natives  of  the  place, 
but  ilraugers,  who  have  fallen  in  among  them.  For 
fcveral  years  paft,  as  I  have  it  from  the  bed  author- 
ty,  their  annual  poor's  bill  has  amounted  to  about  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  beftdes  which,  there  is 
a  voluntary  quarterly  contribution  for  the  poor  at  a 
public  evening-leclure  in  Faneuil-Hall. 

Diilreffed  perfons  of  all  forts  have  ever  found 
Bollon  the  bell  place  to  go  to  for  relief  Piiloners 
of  war  have  there  found  the  kindcft  treatment,  aud 
returned  captives  have  been  received  ^^^th  the  tcn- 
dereil  commiferation.  Mr.  Williams  of  Deerfield, 
in  the  narrative  of  his  captivity,  bears  them  this  tel- 
timony,  '  The  charity  of  the  whole  country  ot  Can- 
'  ada  though  moved  with  the  doctrine  of  merit, 
^  doe's  not  come  up  to  the  charity  of  ^Bofton  alone, 
*  where  notions  of  merit  are  rejected. 

Now,  fliall  fuch  a  people  as  this   lufter  unpituxi 
unamifed  ?  He  who  ha.h  ellablilhed  t-«  rule     The 
^  liberal  devifeth  liberal  things,  and  by  liberal  things 
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'  he  fliall  flaiid,' has  difpofed  the  hearts  of  ourbreth^ 
ren  in  the  fouthern  Colonies  to  contribute  hand- 
fomely  already,  and  when  the  crops  come  in,  we 
expecl  they  will  do  much  more.  And  fliall  not  we, 
though  our  ability  is  but  final  I  in  proportion  to 
theirs,  do  what  we  can  to  enable  our  brethren,  who 
are  foremoft  in  the  conflidl,  to  maintain  the  caulb 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  by  a  hrm  and  manly 
perfeverance  ?  Will  not  fuch  communications  of 
charity  ftrengthen  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  endear 
us  to  each  other  ?  And  when  a  firm  union  is  thus 
cemented,  happy  in  our  mutual  affection,  in  the  in- 
creafed  cultivation  of  our  lands,  in  our  frugality 
and  economy,  we  fliall  fecurely  bid  defiance  to  all 
the  enemies  of  our  peace,  and  leave  this  land  of 
LIBERTY  a  facred  legacy  to  poflerity. 
*  Terra — -pot cm  armis,  atque  ubere  glehce^ 

AMICUS  PATRIiE, 


No.  XXXI. 

On  th:'  migration  of  Fishes.     A  letter  frcin  the  Hon.  General  LiNeoL^  ?« 
the  Author. 

Hingham,  Dec.  12, 1791. 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

oINCE  I  faw  you  laft,  I  have  found  fom® 
parts  of  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Little,  with 
a  defign  to  convince  him,  that  the  river  fifh  never  for- 
fake  the  v/aters  in  which  they  were  fbawned,  unlefs 
fome  unnatural  obftrudlions  are  thrown  in  their 
way  :  That  when  obilrudled,  they  do  not  feek  new 
fources  in  which  they  may  lodge  their  fpawn  ;  but 
that  they  are  fo  flroiigly  allured  to  the  fame  rout, 
that  they  annually  return  to  their  natural  river, 
prelTing  conflantly  for  a  pafTage  into  their  mother 


APPENDIX.  335 

poncL  That  the  quiet  waters  of  the  lake  can  alone 
give  that  nourifiiment  and  protedion  necefTary  to 
the  exiflence  of  the  e^g;  the  prefervation  of  which 
is  indifpenfible,  if  an  extincSlion  of  the  fchull  is  to 
be  prevented. 

The  pra<!ilice  is  not  novel  in  this  State,  when  from 
fome  unnatural  obftruclions,  the  fifli  have  been  to- 
tally expelled  from  a  river,  to  re-eflablifli  tliem  in 
their  former  numbers.  About  fifty  years  fince,  it 
was  known,  that  at  the  firfl  fettlement  of  this  town, 
the  Alewives  had  a  pafTage  through  it,  into  Accord 
pond,  and  were  in  fuch  plenty  as  to  give  a  full  fup- 
ply  to  the  inhabitant?.  This  induced  the  people  at 
that  time  to  attempt  the  re-eflablilhment  of  them, 
in  which  they  fucceeded  by  opening  proper  fifli 
ways  through  the  mill  dams,  and  conveying  the 
fifh,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  in  a  proper  vehicle  in- 
to the  pond  ;  this  was  done  by  keeping  it  near  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  frequently  fliifting  the  water 
in  the  veifeh  After  this,  the  fifii  increafed  annual- 
ly until  there  was  a  pretty  good  fupply  ;  but  as  there 
were  many  fhoal  places  in  the  river,  which  rcqun- 
ed  very  conftant  attention,  the  expenfe  of  which  and 
the  lofs  fuflained  by  flopping  the  mills,  exceeded, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  town,  the  advantages  of  the 
fifti,  the  bufinefs  was  negleded  ;  fo  that  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  they  have  been  perfectly  cut  ofl  from 
the  pond.  Notwithftanding  fome  of  the  fifli  annu- 
ally return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  urging  a  pail- 
age  up  ;  but  they  are  decreafed  in  number  and  re- 
duced in  fize.  , 

We  fhall  find  on  examination,  that  the  hih  thougli 
of  the  fame  kind,  in  one  river  are  much  larger  and 
fatter  than  in  any  other  river  in  its  vicinity.  It 
thefe  fifli  were  fuffered  to  intermix,  the  dittcrence 
now  fo  very  apparent  would  not  exift.  It  the  tiiu 
are  not  direcledbv  fome  laws  in  nature,  to  the  riv- 
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ers  in  which  they  were  fpawned,  how  fliall  we  ac- 
count for  the  Salmon  being  in  Connecflicut  river, 
and  in  Merrimack,  and  the  rivers  lying  between, 
perfectly  deftitute  of  thofe  fifn  ?  Was  there  not 
fomething  irreiiflibly  enchanting,  in  the  waters  in 
wdiich  they  refpcdively  originated,  we  Ihould  prob- 
ably find  fome  flraggling  falmon  in  the  intermedi- 
ate rivers. 

Whiift  r  refided  in  Philadelphia  in  1782  and  1783, 
I  difcovered  that  the  Shad  brought  to  market  from 
the  Schuylkill  were  about  one  third  part  better  than 
thofe  taken  in  the  Delaware.  Thefe  fiih  come  up 
the  bay  together  in  the  fpring,  and  take,  each  fchull 
its  proper  river,  about  five  miles  below  the  city  ; 
they  are  caught  but  a  few  miles  above  it,  fo  that  in 
a  few  hours  after  they  divide,  they  fall  into  the  nets 
of  the  fiPiiermen.  Were  there  not  fomething  in  the 
nature  of  the  waters  of  thefe  rivers,  by  which  the 
fifli  are  allured  to  them  refpectively,  we  certainly 
Ihould  find  the  fifh  in  the  diiTerent  rivers  exactly 
alike,  for  v/e  cannot  fuppofe  that  they  experience 
any  material  change  between  the  time  of  their  fepa- 
ration  and  the  time  of  their  being  caught.  As  the 
Shad  taken  in  the  Schuylkill  are  and  always  have 
been  of  a  mucli  fuperior  quality  to  thofe  taken  in 
the  Delaware,  we  mull  fuppofe  that  there  is,  in  the 
river  firfc  mentioned,  food  for  the  fiili  more  nutri- 
tive than  there  is  in  the  latter.  I  cannot  think  it  a 
very  romantic  idea,  that  the  waters  are  fo  impregnat- 
ed with  certain  particles  which  iliall  be  fufficient  to 
allure  the  fiili  to  thofe  rivers  in  which  they  were 
fpawned,  or  that  they  are  invited  to  them  by  the  re- 
tLirning  fry,  on  which  they  have  been  accuflomed 
to  feed.  That  they  do  feed  differently,  fome  on 
food  more  iiutritive  than  others,  cannot  be  denied  ; 
to  this  is  owing  the  different  fize  of  the  fiili.     They 
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leave  the  rivers  under  different  circumdanccs,  and 
fo  return  to  them  again. 

The  flycL-d  and  alewife  frequent  the  fame  v^'aters  in 
which  they  drop  their  fpawns.  The  fliad, prior  to  this, 
work  up  a  little  circuhir  fand  baiik,  on  which  the 
fpawns  are  lodged,  and  are  guarded  from  that  de- 
flrudion  to  which  they  would  be  expofed  from  the 
fmall  hill,  did  not  the  male  conllantly  play  around 
the  depoiit.  While  the  eggs  or  fpawns  of  the  ale- 
wife  are  fecured  by  being  depolited  in  ftioal  water, 
which  prevents  their  being  annoyed  by  the  large  filh. 

The  idea  that  filh  always  return  to  the  lame  rivers 
in  which  they  are  ipawned,  will  not  appear  improb- 
able when  we  coniider  what  are  the  general  laws 
which  feem  to  controul  the  whole  fmny  tribe  ;  and 
what  would  be  the  probable  confequences  fliould 
they  be  thrown  down. 

On  the  fhores  of  the  United  States  we  fmd  iifh  of 
different  kinds,  each  fupplying  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants.     Thcfe  are  retrained  by  fome 
laws  in  nature  to  their  own  feeding  ground  ;  they 
do  not  invade  the  rights  of  others,  nor  are  their  rights 
infringed  by  any.     New- York  is  in  the   neighbor- 
hood of  Rhode -Ifland,  and  that  State  is  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this,  yet  each  State  has  a  very  different 
fiih-market.     So  it  is   with  Pennfylvania   and  the 
States  fouth  of  it.  Notwithftanding  this,  all  are  fup- 
plied,  and  with  kinds  of  fifli  peculiar  to  each.    The 
Cod- fifli  which  occupy  the  banks  lying  between  the 
latitudes  of  41  and  45,  are  very  different  on  the  dif- 
ferent banks,  and  are  kept  fo  diflind,  and  are  fofmn- 
lar  onthe  refpeclivebanks,thataman  acquainted  with 
the  filhi ng  bufniefs,  will   feparate   thofe  caught  on 
one  banklfrom  thofe  caught  on  another,  with   as 
much  eafe  as  we  feparate  the  apple  from  the  pear. 
It  will  be  acknowledged  that  there  can  exill  but 
R  r 


B3S  APPENDIX. 

a  certain  number  only  of  iiili  in  any  given  fpace  ; 
was  not  this  the  cafe,  as  they  are  fo  prolific  in  their 
nature  they  would,  from  their  natural  increafe,  foon 
fo  multiply,  as  tlrat  the  world,  if  i  may  be  allowed 
the  expreilion,  would  not  contain  them. 

On  the  banks  there  appears  nearly  as  many  fiQi 
as  ever,  notwithllanding  the  great  numbers  annual- 
ly taken.  The  grand  bank  v/as,  three  years  ago, 
3iianlfeiliv  overftocked,  there  were  more  fiili  on  it 
than  could  find  fupport ;  thofe  taken  were  evidently 
on  tiie  decline,  they  were  very  thin,  the  fubftance 
tender  ;  it  could  not  be  hardened  and  prefjrved  by 
fait ;  many  of  them  would  yield  before  the  knife  in 
fpllttlng  and  fall  to  pieces  before  they  could  be  con- 
veyed to  the  flakes.  The  caufe  is  not  known,  prob- 
ably the  f]")awns  of  that  feafon  were  better  preferved 
than  they  had  ufually  been. 

Were  thofe  reftraining  laws  of  nature,  which  now 
confine  the  different  fchulls  of  fiih  to  their  ov^rn 
limits,  thrown  down,  and  all  could  wander  without 
controul  there  would  be  the  mofc  iminent  danger  of 
a  total  deflruclion  of  nearly  the  v»-hole  kind,  as  well 
in  the  rivers  as  on  the  banks,  for,  as  v/as  faid  be- 
fore, there  can  but  a  certain  number  exift  in  a  given 
Ipace. 

Permit  me  farther  to  requefl,  in  fupport  of  the 
dodlrine  advanced,  an  attention  to  that  fyflem  and 
order  fo  confplcuous  in  the  operations  of  nature, 
and  the  great  regularity  preferved  among  the  things 
of  creation,  animate  and  inanimate,  by  that  Wifdoin 
which  made  and  governs  the  world. 

Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  different  na.tions  difperfed 
over  the  face  of  the   earth,  by  Kim  who  originally 
fixed  bounds  to  the  habitations  of  men,  and  as  a  re-, 
ftraint  to  them,  and  that  each  tribe  fnould  retain  its 
own  limits,  lie  gave  to  each  nation  a  different  Ian- 
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guage :  We  find  the  dilFercnt  nations  and  tribes, 
though  poiTelling  very  different  climates,  and  If  we 
were  to  judge,  enjoying  the  means  of  dilFerent  de- 
grees of  happinefs,  feverally  tenacious  of  the  limits 
alligned  them,  and  where  a  God  is  acknowledged, 
they  very  fincerely  and  univerfally  thank  him  that 
they  are  favoured  above  their  fellow  men. 

Was  i:  not  for  the  fuperintending  care,  and  the 
influence  of  the  Governor  of  the  univerlc,  who  fcat- 
ters  in  the  paths  of  men  fuch  motives  as  fall  with 
weight  and  conviction  on  their  minds,  and  lead  tliem 
to  prefer  their  climate  above  any  other,  no  inhabi- 
tants would  be  found  in  the  burning  fands  under 
the  torrid,  nor  on  the  frozen  craggcd  mountains  un- 
der the  frigid,  zones  :  AVe  lind  however  under  each, 
multitudes  of  people,  who  are  fo  fitted  for  their  re- 
fpedlivelituations,  that  they  are  not  only  happy,  but 
are  really  partial  to  the  place  afligned  them,  and  en- 
vy not  the  dominion  of  others,  and  ieldom  or  never 
invade  them,  bat  from  motives  of  avarice,  pride  and 
ambition. 

We  find  that  the  people  who  inhabited  the  Amerv 
ican  fliorcs  on  the  firft  difcovery  of  them,  were  di-  - 
videdinto  little  kingdoms  or  tribes,  each  fpeaking 
a  different  language,  a?id  were  aicm'ics  one  to  the  other ; 
hence  they  were  prcferved  from  famine  and  want, 
for  they  depended  principally  upon  the  fpontaneous 
growth  of  the  earth,  and  upon  filhing  and  hunting 
for  their  fupport.  Whatever  kept  them  afunder  was 
an  aa  of  mercy  ;  with  their  ideas,  they  could  not 
have  lived  compadly,  ruin  mull  have  been  the  neccf- 
fary  confequence  of  the  attempt. 

Whatiliort  of  that  influence  necefiary  to  prefervc 
the  natural  order  of  things,  could  have  prevented 
mankind  from  abandoning  the  more  mhofpitable 
parts  of  the  globe,  running  together  and  unitmg  m 
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climes  the  mod  friendly  and  pleafant,  and  much  the 
greater  part  of  them  becoming  thereby  their  own  ex- 
ecutioners. Although  from  an  high  cultivation  of 
the  earth,  food  may  be  drawn  for  a  great  multitude 
of  people,  yet  population  cannot  exceed  certain 
bounds  ;  whenever  that  takes  place,  the  falubrity  of 
the  an-  is  deflroyed,  contagion  rages,  the  people  fick- 
en  and  die. 

Let  me  now  point  you  to  the  birds  of  paifage,  and 
afli  that  you  would  permit  your  ideas  to  follow 
them  in  their  flight  from  fouth  to  north,  in  fpring, 
and  from  north  to  fbuth,  in  autunui,  and  you  will 
find  that  they  are  annually  pointed  to  the  lame 
.objects,  and  are  as  conftant  in  their  flight  and  as 
regular  in  their  courfe  as  are  the  feafons.  We  may, 
at  a  particular  time  of  the  year,  trace  the  fwallow 
into  its  hiding  place,  and  the  robin  and  the  lark  to 
the  forefls,  where  they  retire  for  fhelter  from  the 
inclemency  of  an  approaching  winter,  and  fee  them 
in  the  morning  of  fpring  returning  to  the  fame  hab- 
itations and  branches,  and  often  to  the  fame  neils 
they  occupied  before,  and  which  from  neceility  they 
had  abandoned.  Different  fowds,  natives  of  differ- 
ent climcy,  are  fo  fitted  to  their  native  air,  that  ma- 
ny of  them  cannot  exife  out  of  it. 

The  rattle  fnake,  themoflpoilbnous  reptile  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  is  circumicribed  in  his  limits, 
and  cannot  exifl  beyond  a  certain  degree  of  north- 
ern latitude,  nor  can  he  be  tranfported  acrofs  the 
Atlantic.  By  what  laws  in  nature  he  is  rcllrained 
we  know  not  ;  that  he  is  reflrained  is  a  faCl,  and  is 
not  known  in  one  part  of  this  Commonwealth  while 
much  dreaded  in  another.  The  lame  reftraint  lies 
on  different  reptiles  in  the  fouthern  States,  and 
though  one  part  are  in  a  degree  endangered  by 
them,  yet  others  are  perfedly  free  from  their  poi- 
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foiious  iiinga.  Thefe  anlmaLs,  iiecefTary  on  the 
whole,  as  are  the  flies,  which  multiply  in  proportion 
to  the  impurity  of  the  air  by  which  they  are  lur- 
rounded,  make  a  part  of  the  great  whole,  and  have, 
I  doubt  not,  a  benevolent  commiflion,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which  the  happinefs  of  man  is  materially- 
concerned. 

Bealls  of  the  mofl  ferocious  kind,  necefTary  in  the 
chain,  are  peculiar  to  certain  climates,  and  are  the 
lead  dreaded  where  moft  known  :  A  belief  that  they 
will  not  exceed  the  limits  alFigned  them,  prevents 
their  giving  terror  to  others ;  while  thofe  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind  ferve  for  our  ufe,  are  fitted  to  live  in  the 
various  climates  in  which  they  have  been  placed, 
and  fcem,  by  fome  inftin(5l  of  nature  to  be  perfect- 
ly fubmilTive  ;  and  are  bound  with  much  eafe  to 
the  limits  afhgned  them. 

When  we  take  a  view  of  the  whole  of  the  order 
eilabliihed  originally,  and  which  has  been  prefcrv- 
ed  in  the  world  ;  when  we  fee  man  difperfed  over 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  an  evident  defign  that  he 
Ihoiild  remain  fo  dilperfed,  and  when  we  behold, 
that  in  confequence  thereof,  care  has  been  taken 
that  under  every  circumltance  of  civilization,  or 
barbarifm,  a  full  fupply  of  food  can  be  obtained  by 
each,  in  a  way  befl  fitted  to  themfelves  ;  when  wc 
fee  the  birds  of  paflage,  anxious  to  perform  their 
part,  and  (which  is  important  indeed  to  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  higher  latitudes)  taught  to  fly  in 
winter  to  climes  more  friendly  to  their  cxiflencc, 
and  led  back  to  nourifli  the  waking  Laplander,  af- 
ter a  winter  of  retirement  and  lleep.  When  we  fee 
the  care  exercifed  towards  man  evinced  in  the  cxift- 
ence  of  even  the  mofl  poifbnous  animals,  fitted  to 
inhale  the  more  fubtil  and  pointed  particles  floating 
in  air,  which  are  too  keen  for  our  habits,  and  ob- 
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ferve  the  irritating  fly,  bufily  employed  in  fipping 
the  putrid  matter,  in  the  firfb  ftciges  of  it,  which 
otherwife  woukl  float  incompatible  with  a  falubri- 
ous  atmofphere,  neceflTary  to  our  happinefs.  When 
we  fee  the  natural  timidity  implanted  in  the  nature 
of  the  moft  ferocious  animals,  fleeing  at  the  ap- 
proach of  man  ;  and  the  docility  of  thofe  more  im- 
mediately intended  for  our  ufe.  When  we  careful- 
ly review  thefe  things,  and  lludy  with  attention  the 
works  of  nature,  the  great  book  of  God,  which  if 
iinderilocd  cannot  miflead,  and  our  minds  are  guid- 
ed by  proper  coniide rations,  we  fliall  be  freed  from 
all  anxious  fears,  leil  one  part  of  the  fyfteni  fliould 
clafli  with  another,  but  initead  thereof  we  fiiail  find 
ourfelves  perfectly  fatisfied  in  the  belief  that  each 
will  occupy  its  own  orb  until  the  whole  ihall  be 
diffolved. 

1  have  little  doubt  in  my  own  mind  but  that  every 
river  wliofe  fource  is  in  a  lake  or  pond,  where  the 
waters  are  quiet,  might  with  great  eafe  be  replenifli- 
ed  with  fome  kind  of  fifii  or  other.  I  think  there 
was  a  time  when  they  were  filled.  Could  we  fuc- 
ceed  in  this  meafure  the  advantages  would  be  impor- 
tant, for  it  would  multiply  our  cod  and  other  ground 
fiih  about  our  fliores,  in  proportion  as  v^e  increafe 
the  fmaii  river  filh,  for  they  are  the  proper  food  of 
the  ground  fiih,  which  in  j)urfuit  thereof,  are  allur- 
ctl  quite  into  our  harbours,  and  give  us  a  more  eafy 
fupply.  W^e  have  undoubtedly  been  criminally  in- 
attentive to  the  propagation  of  the  oyfter  in  different 
parts  of  our  fliores  ;  we  can  probably  fill  our  chan- 
nels with  thele  fliell  fiili  with  much  more  eafe  than 
we  can  fill  our  pallures  with  herds  and  flocks. 

I  have  a  fatisfa6lion  in  fubmitting  thefe  obferva- 
tions  to  you,  which  is  fcldom  to  be  enjoyed,  viz. 
that  I  fliall  receive  a  full  compenfiition — one  fmile 
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will  do  it,  that  I  am  fure  they  will  beget,  for  yo¥i 
mull  long  fince  have  been  taught  that  we  had  better 
fmile  than  weep  at  the  vanity  of  others. 
With  efleem  and  afFedlion, 

I  am  always  your  friend, 
Rev,  Mr.  Belknjp.         '     '  B.  LINCOLN. 


No.  XXXII. 

On  the  iume  subjsct.. 
J  let itr from  the  Rev.  Dauifi.  J^ifftE,  of  Wells,  to  the  jiathor. 

Wells,  Dec.  13,  179L 

DEAR  SIR, 

General  Lincoln's  letters  contain 

many  curious  and  pleafing-  arguments  to  prove  that 
"  river  fifli  always  return  to  the  rivers  and  ponds 
where  they  were  fpawned."  The  thought  was  per- 
fectly new  to  me,  till  I  met  with  it,  about  three 
years  ago  in  a  manufcript  of  the  Generars,  which 
i  had  the  honour  of  perufmg,  and  which  gave  rife 
to  a  correfpondence  on  that  and  fome  other  fubjedls. 
I  Willi  your  inqviiries  may  occafion  fome  ufcful  pub- 
lication on  this  head. 

in  the  courfe  of  my  information  fince,  I  have  met 
with  nothing  that  militates  againfl  the  General's 
arguments  ;  but  rather  the  contrary. 

Some  time  ago,  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Col.  Bald- 
win of  W^oburn,  and  fpent  the  evening  with  his  aged 
father  ;  who,  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  inform- 
ed me,  that  a  canal  was  made,  within  the  limits  of 
his  acquaintance,  to  extend  the  feeding  ground  of 
the  river  fidi  from  one  pond  to  another  ;  but  that 
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the  fiOi  never  removed  from  their  original  and  na- 
tive pond;  though  the  communication  was  fliort  and 
the  waters  plenteous. 

When  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  the  lail  fummer, 
I  fpent  feveral  days  among  the  people  fettled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Sebaileecook,  ten  miles  from  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Kennebeck.  The  ilreams  that  fall  in- 
to Sebafleecook  are  numerous,  and  abound  with  the 
fmall  river  iiih,fuc]i'as  alewives,&c.  The  people  fay 
that  at  the  time  of  the  running  of  thefe  filli,  they 
afcend  the  flreams  at  diftindl  periods  in  fucceflion  ; 
and  that  the  fchulls  never  feparate, interfere  or  tranf- 
grefs  in  their  way  to  their  refpective  ponds  or  lakes. 

The  filh  ponds  and  the  river  liih  might  be  greatly 
improved  by  removing  the  natural  obilrudlions  in 
fome  rivers  and  carrying  into  the  diflant  ponds  live 
fiili  to  generate  a  new  clafs.  By  that  means  new 
fettlers  might  condu6l  the  fifli  to  the  doors  of  the 
prefent  and  fucceeding  generations. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  fincere  friend  and  brother, 

DANIEL  LITTLE. 


No.  XXXIII, 

o  y   P  O  P  U  L  J  T  I  O  X. 

J  Lettef  from  the  Rev.  James  FuEEMAN^lnvho  had   seen    this    ivork   in 
niatitmo'iptl^  CO  the  Author. 

Bofton,Feb.  29,  1792. 

DEAR  SIR, 

-i  liE  principles,  upon  which  you  have 
calculated  your  Table  of  Population,  for  the  State 
of  NevsT-I-Limpfhire,  appear  to  me  not  to  be  juft, 
Suppoiing  that  the  annual  increafc  of  inhabitants  is 
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the  fame,  you  conclude  that  their  number  has  doub- 
led iii  lefs  than  nineteen  years.  It  is  faid  to  be  a 
good  rule  which  works  both  ways.  But  if  the  num- 
ber of  })eople  in  New-Hampfhire  increafed  by  the 
fame  ratio  previous  to  the  year  1767,  it  doubled  in 
lefs  than  ieven  years  ;  for  diminifhing  52700  by 
{/883,  your  mean  number,  it  is  reduced  in  the  year 
17G0  to  25519.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  fliould  cho 
annual  increafe  be  no  more  in  future  than  3883, 
above  fix  and  thirty  years  will  elapfe  before  the  in- 
habitants of  New-Hampiliire  will  be  double  the 
number  they  were  in  1790. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  country  augment,  as  far  at 
lead  as  depends  upon  natural  increafe,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a  fum  of  money  put  out  upon  compound 
intereft.  A  hundred  pounds  at  6  per  cent,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  become  £106,  which  new  principal, 
at  the  end  of  the  fecond  year,  produces  more  than 
£6»  ProfelTor  Wigglefvv^orth,  in  his  Cakulatiojis  of 
American  Population,  has  explained  the  manner  of 
conilrucfbing  tables,  from  which  the  annual  increafe 
of  inhabitants,  by  natural  population,  may  be  efti- 
mated  for  a  feries  of  years,  provided  their  number 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  feries,  be  afcertain- 
ed  by  adual  enumeration,  or  by  any  other  accurate 
mode. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  New-Hampfliire  in 
the  year  1767  was  52700,  and  in  the  year  1790, 
141885.  Here  we  have  the  number  afcertained  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  a  period  of  23  years.  Sup- 
pofe  52700  to  be  equal  to  1.  Then  we  have  this  fe- 
ries in  geometrical  progrelTion,  as 

■    I'.nv.a-.a^::  u^  :  «^  ::  "^  :  a*  "H-  to  n*  ^ 

That  is.  As  the  number  of  inhabitants   in  the  year 
1767  is  to  their  number  in  the  year  1768,  fo  is  that 
Ss 


346 


APPENDIX. 


number  to  their  number  in  the  year  1769,  and  fo  ory 
in  the  fame  proportion  to  the  year  1790. 

But  ^''-'W^o  =2,692315  ;  the  root  of  which  or 
rtis  equal  to  1,044001.  By  involving  the  value  of 
a  to  its  23d  power,  we  have  the  amount  of  unity  to 
the  23d  year  ;  the  index  of  the  power  denoting  the 
particular  year. 

The  value  o^  a  being  thus  involved  we  have  the 
following  : 


Tabte  I. 
yrarsiamo ;> nts  ofiant'i 

|l,9440Gl:z:a 
l,137398li:a^ 


17'N 

17-' 

1770 

1^771 

1772 

1773 

1774 

1775 

3776 

1777 

1778 

1779 


i,isr967zrG-^ 

1.2-iO'239zz:a5 
1,29481211:^6 
l,35!785Zi:uT 
l,44.il26:iZ«8 

i547S364::z:«9 

1,53319  4z::a  10 

l,605877~uii 
!,676  533li:al2 

1780J!,75C308— :fi^3 
!73111,8  27324~«ii* 
17S2|l,93772y~c:!'5 
1783jl,9')1672zzai6 

1784J2,079309zra^  ' 
1 73512,1 70S0v:;iZa^^ 
1736J2,2r)6320ZZa*^ 
173712,306042—^2  0 

ir8Sl2,47015l— a-i 
178jJ2,578842i:i';2  2 

179012,692  3  ISZZc.^-^ 

concluded,  that 
tie  more  than 


If  the  number  correfponding  to 
any  particular  power  of  a  be  multi- 
plied by  52700,  the  produdl  v^^ill  be 
the  amount  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Hampfliire,  for  the  year  de- 
noted by  the  index  of  the  power  of 
a,  and  which  in  the  table  is  placed 
in  the  fame  line.  For  example,  if 
we  multiply  52700  by  1,351785, 
which  in  the  table  is  placed  in  the 
lame  line  v/ith  1774,  the  produdl, 
rejedling  the  decimal  parts,  will  be 
71239,  which  is  a  little  more  than 
one  half  of  141885.  Confequently^ 
upon  the  fuppoiition,  that  the  in<- 
creaf(3  of  inhabitants  in  New-Hamp- 
fliire  was  uniform,  during  the  peri- 
od included  in  this  table,  it  may  be 
their  number  was  doubled  in  a  lit- 
fixteen  years. 


But  from  the  furvey  taken  in  the  year  1775,  it 
appears  that  the  increaie  was  not  uniform.  At  that 
time  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Nevv^-Hampfliire, 
was  found  to  amount  to  82200,  whereas,  if  it  be  cal- 
culated by  the  table,  it  will  be  no  more  than  74373. 
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It  is  evident  therefore,  that  the  augmentation  of  the 
people  was  more  rapid  between  the  years  17G7  and 
1775,  than  between  the  years  1775  and  1790.  This 
difference  can  eafily  be  accounted  for.  The  late 
war  undoubtedly  checked  the  progrefs.  of  popula- 
tion, as  you  have  clearly  fliown. 

To  afcertain  at  what  rate  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
Hampfhire  increafed  between  1767  and  1775,  a  pe- 
riod of  8  years,  let  us  fuppofe,  as  before,  52700  to 
be  equal  to  1.  Then  «'=  1,559772,  that  is  |if°^,the 
root  of  which,  or  ^,  is  1,056928,  which  being  in- 
volved to  its  13th  power,  will  give  the  amounts  of 
unity  as  in  the  following  : 

Tablk  II. 


yean 


176o 
J  7"  69 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1775 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 


amounts  of  unity 


,  „.^„  ^  From  this  table  it  is  evident,  that 

l,OoSy-8  =  a  •/?   1 

1,1  I70'^8=u2   i  the  people  of  New-Hampniire,  it  the 
t'o^RonQZ'!  iprogrefs  of  population  had  not  been 
checked    by   the  war,   would  have 
doubled  their  numbers  in  lefs  than 
thirteen  years ;  for  '2,058910,  which 


l,2-18908=«'* 
l,320007=c^'' 
\,r^95\i,3—u" 
\A7i577=a''     \ 
l,.'K')9772=a' 

i,648o68=^i^  jcorrefponds  to  the  13th  power  of  a, 
multiplied  by  52700,  will  produce 
108504. 


l,743418=a^° 

!.842669=c^^ 
1,948012=^12 

2,058910=;/!^ 


The  peace  of  1783  prevented  the  further  deftruc- 
tion  of  men.  It  may  therefore  be  prefumed  that 
the  progrefs  of  population  was  the  fame,  or  nearly 
the  fame,  between  that  year  and  the  year  1790  as 
between  the  years  1767  and  1775.  Allowing 
it  to  be  the  fame,  it  will  be  eafy  to  determine 
the  number  of  people  in  New-Hampfliire  in 
1783.  The  difference  between  1783,  and  1790  is  7. 
If  therefore  we  divide  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
the  year  1790  by  the  fum  correfpoiuUng  to  the  7th 
power  of  a,  the  quotient  will  be  the  number  in 
1783  ;  but  ^7^717=96^^0 
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We  have  here  found  a  4th  number,  from  which 
we  may  determine  the  progrefs  of  population  from 
1775  to  1783,  a  period  of  8  years.  Suppofe  82200, 
the  number  in  1775,  to  be  equal  to  1.  Then 
^^=^1^0-=  1,170559,  the  root  of  which  or  a,  is 
1,019880,  which  being  involved  to  the  8th  power, 
will  give  the  amounts  of  unity,  as  in  the  following  : 


Table  III. 

years,    amounts  of  unity 


1776 
1777 
1778 
177'.! 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 


1,01988j=.'z 

l,040156=a* 

1 ,060832=0  3 

U08192i=:ft4 
I,1034o3=a5 
l,125370=G^ 
1,147742=6:7 
l,I70559=aS 


Calculating  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants from  1767  to  1775,  and  from 
1783  to  1790,  by  Table  II,  and  from 
1775  to  1783  by  Table  III,  we  may 
form  the  following  Table  of  Popu- 
lation for  New-Hampfliire. 


Table  of 
Po/iulaiion, 


1767 

52705 

176:^ 

55  700 

1769 

58871 

1770 

62222 

1771 

65817 

1772 

695G4 

1773 

73524 

1774 

77710 

1775 

S2200 

1775 

83S34 

1777 

85500 

J778 

87200 

1779 

,  88934 

1780 

90702 

J781 

92505 

1782 

94344 

1783 

96220 

1784 

101696 

1735 

107485 

17  86 

113606 

17  87 

120170 

1788 

127061 

17S9 

134241 

i7&0 

141885 

From  this  table  it  appears,  that  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  New-Hamp- 
ihire  has  doubled  in  kjs  than  eighteen 
years  :  for  the  half  of  the  number  taken 
by  the  cenfus,  viz.  70942,  falls  between 
the  years  1772  and  1773. 

This  concluiion  may  be  confidered  as 
very  near  the  truth.  But  it  ought  to  be 
obferved,  that  this  table  of  population  is 
not  perfe(5lly  exa(5l  :  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  numbers  in  New-Hampfliire  has 
undoubtedly  arifen,  in  part,  from  immi- 
gration. It  is  impolTible  to  determine 
with  precifion,  what  the  amount  of  this 
immigration  is.  But  we  may  give  a  prob- 
able conjecture  as  to  the  acceffion  of  in- 
habitants, which  it  has  eventually  pro- 
duced. For  if  we  can  afcertain  the  num- 
ber of  years,  in  which  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  United  States,  collecflively  taken,  have  generally 
doubled  their  numbers  by  natural  increafe,  we  Ihall 
be  furnifhed  with  data,  by  which  we  may  eflimate 
the  natural  increafe  of  inhabitants  in  New-Hamp- 
fliire  from  the  year  1767  to  the  year  L790,  which 
number  being  fubflra6led  from  the  number  taken 
by  the  cenfus,  the  remainder  will  be  immigrants, 
and  the  natural  increafe  which  has  arifen  from 
them. 

Dr.  Wigglefworth  fuppofes  that  the  number  of 
people  in  the  United  States  is  doubled  by  natural  in- 
creafe in  25  years.  Multiplying,  therefore,  52700 
by  1,89211529=^2''  in  his  Table  the  produd  is 
99714,  the  difference  between  vrhich  and  141885  is 
42171. 

But  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  double  their  numbers,  by  nat- 
ural increafe,  in  a  lefs  period  of  time  than  Dr.  Wig- 
glefworth imagines.  In  a  Table,  which  I  have  cal- 
culated for  eight  of  the  United  States,  viz.  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Iflci\id,  Connedli- 
cut.  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Maryland  and  Virgin- 
ia, including  Kentucky,  I  have  made  a''^  equal  to 
2,0291905  ;  that  is,  by  this  Table,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  thefe  States,  collectively  taken,  dou- 
bled in  lefs  than  22  years,  during  a  period  ending 
in  the  year  1790.  Pennfylvania,  one  of  the  States 
not  included  in  the  calculation,  eflimating  by  the 
increafe  of  its  rateable  polls  from  1770  to  1786, 
doubles  its  numbers  in  lefs  than  22  years.  If  this 
State,  therefore,  were  added,  it  would  render  the 
period  of  doubling  ftill  fliorter,  as  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Conned;icut,  compared  with  the 
other  States  contained  in  the  calculation,  increafe 
very  flowly,  on  account  of  the  perpetual  emigra- 
tions which  are  made  from  them.  The  other  States 
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not  included  in  the  calculation  are  Vermont,  Dela- 
ware, North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
belide  the  Weftern  Territory.  I  do  not  polFefs  fiiT- 
ficient  materials,  to  eilimate  with  accuracy,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  population  in  thefe  States.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  Vermont,  North-Carolina,  and  Georgia 
are  rapidly  increafing.  If  a  calculation  could  be 
formed  upon  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  found,  that,  by  natural 
increafe,  and  by  emigration  from  foreign  countries, 
they  have  actually  doubled  their  numbers  in  21 
years,  notwithftanding  the  deflrudlion  of  men  by 
the  late  war.  The  acceiTion  of  foreieners  bears  no 
perceptible  proportion  to  the  natural  increafe  of 
nearly  four  millions  of  people.  Making  however 
a  very  liberal  pJlowance  for  it,  I  think  I  am  jufhifi- 
ed  in  concluding,  that  the  natural  increafe  of  inhab- 
itants in  the  United  Sta.tes,  may  be  elliniated  by  the 
Table  above  mentioned.  In  this  Table  a^^  is  equal 
to  2,029]  9050,  and  ^  is  equal  to  1,03296843,  confe- 
quently  ^''  is  equal  to  2,09608972.  If  therefore, 
we  multiply  this  number  by  52700,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  New-Hampiliire,  in  1767,  the  pro- 
ducfl:  will  be  1  i  0463,  the  number  cliey  would  have 
been,  by  natural  increafe,  in  the  year  1790  ;  which 
being  deducled  from  the  number  taken  by  the  cen- 
fus,  the  remainder  is  31422,  which  may  be  confider- 
jed  as  the  Hock  formed  by  immigration  and  the  nat- 
ural increafe  arifing  from  it.,  Making  ufe  of  the 
fame  Table  which  I  have  juil  mentioned,  there  is 
no  great  difficulty  in  determining  the  number  of 
immigrants,  which  New-Hamplliire  has  received, 
one  year  with  another,  for  the  period  of  23  years, 
ending  in  1790,     Let  z  reprefent  this  number. 
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Then  z+3:rt-f-<i3+ra^-}-,ra4_i_^„5^^^6_j__„7^_f^8_j.-^,9_|,_^io^ 

^14-372  2  ==3  [422. 

That  is,  ill  numbers,  33,53096515  r=3l422. 

Consequently -=4^^|§^^^^_^   =937l-j. 

Multiplying  this  number  by  23,  the  produd:  is  21,- 
5^3,  the  amount  of  immigrations  into  New-Hamp- 
fliire  in  23  years.  As  it  is  your  opinion,  that  the 
emigrations  from  the  neighbouring  States  were  not 
fo  large  during  the  five  firfl  years  of  the  war,  as  be- 
fore or  fince,  for  the  fake  of  a  round  number,  I  will 
fuppofe  that  New-Hampfliire,  during  the  remaining 
18  years,  annually  received  an  addition  of  1000  per- 
fons,  befide  the  children  who  were  born  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year.  From  thefe  data  a  more  accu- 
rate Table  of  population  might  be  conflrudled,  than 
that  whkh  I  have  given  ;  but  it  would  not  differ 
fo  materially  from  it,  as  to  affecft  my  general  con- 
clufion  ;  for  the  half  of  the  number  taken  by  the 
cenfus  in  the  year  1790  would  (till  fall  between  the 
years  '72  and  '73.  I  would  therefore  confider  it  as 
an  eftabliflied  fad,  that  the  number  of  people  in 
New-Hampfliire  has  actually  doubled  in  lefs  than 
eighteen  years. 

It  is  a  fcntiment  which  I  have  heard  you  exprefs, 
that  there  will  flill  continue  to  be  a  rapid  popula- 
tion in  New-Hamplhire  for  many  future  years. 
The  State  at  prefent  is  thinly  fettled  in  proportion 
to  its  extent,  containing  not  quite  fifteen  inhabi- 
tants to  one  fquare  mile.  In  Connedlicut,  which  is 
increafing  in  numbers,  there  are  fifty-one  inhabi- 
tants to  a  fquare  mile  ;  and  probably  as  many  in 
Rhode-Ifland.  But  there  is  not  fo  much  water  and 
unimproveable  land  in  Connedicut  as  in  New- 
Hampfhire.  The  latter  State  you  inform  us,  page 
13,  contains  9491  fquare  miles  ;  from  which,  if  we 
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dedu(fl  156  fquare  miles  for  water,  and  480  fquare 
miles,  for  uninhabitable  mounta.ins,  the  remainder  is 
8855,  by  which,  if  we  divide  I4I885,  the  quotient 
is  16.  The  habitable  parts  of  New-Hampfhire  then 
contain  fixteen  inhabitants  to  a  fquare  mile.  You 
have  therefore  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  rapidity 
of  its  papulation  will  not  be  cheeked  for  many 
years.  Prefuming  that  the  State  will  annually  re- 
ceive a  thoufand  immigrants,  I  will  venture  to  cal- 
culate its  population  from  the  year  1790  to  the  year 
1800,  at  or  before  which  time  a  new  cenfus  will  be 
taken,  by  which  it  will  be  difcovered  whether  my 
predidions  be  juft  or  not. 

Table  of  "^ 


1 790 


1-79  Ifl  47562 


1792 
179  3 
1794 
1795 
1796 
'1797 
1798 
1799 


141885 


153426 
159484  ! 


Calculated  by  the  Table  referred  to  above^ 
1G5742  \     in  which  a  is  equal  to  1,03296843,  and 
1000  added  annually  for  immigrants. 


172206 
17SS8o 
185780 

192904 
300263 


lS00i078f5j 

I  fear  that  your  patience  is  now  exhaufled  with 
my  tables.  I  will  not  therefore  trefpafs  further  up- 
on your  time,  than  to  add  by  way  of  apology,  that 
no  calculations  can  be  too  minute,  which  tend  to 
demonftrate  the  increaiing  profperity  of  a  State,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  have  fo  long  been  diflinguilh- 
ed  for  their  bravery  and  love  of  freedom. 

With  fincere  refpedl,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
your  affectionate  brother, 

JAMES  FREEMAN. 
Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap. 

N.  B.  Since  the  foregoing  letter  was  received,  in- 
quiry has  been  made  of  the  Secretary  whether  there 
be  any  documents  in  his  oflice  from  which  the  num- 
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ber  of  people  in  New-Hampfhire,  previous  to  1 767 
can  with  any  probability  be  afcertaincd.  After 
fpending  feveral  days  in  fearching  the  books  and 
files,  the  Secretary  writes  that  '  The  only  numbers 
of  rateable  polls  to  be  found  in  his  office  from  1742 
tx>1767  were  as  follows  : 

1742 — 5 172,  no  returns  from  Nottingham,  Barring- 
ton  and  Gofport. 
1753—  6392. 
1767—11964.' 

It  may  be  afked,  what  is  the  proportion  between 
rateable  polls  and  inhabitants  ?  If  the  number  of 
inhabitants  as  eftimated  in  1767,  viz.  52700  be  di- 
vided by  11964,  the  rateable  polls,  the  quotient  will 
be  nearly  4j,  which  gives  the  proportion  for  that 
year.  But  whether  the  fame  will  hold  for  other 
years  is  uncertain.  New-Hampfhire  was  peculiarly 
circumftanced  in  refpe(5l  of  population,  for  fifteen 
years  preceding  and  fifteen  years  fucceeding  the 
conquefl  of  Canada  in  1760.  During  the  form- 
er period  the  population  was  very  How,  except- 
ing by  the  natural  increafe.  During  the  latter 
the  immigration  was  extremely  rapid.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  noted  that  in  the  old  towns  there  is  a 
mnch  greater  proportion  of  old  men,  women  and 
children,  than  in  the  new  fettlements  ;  confcqnent- 
ly  the  new  have  m.ore  rateable  polU  in  proportion  to 
their  numbers  than  the  old  towns. 

Additions  to  the  Table  of  Longevity^  page  188,  lately  re- 
ceived. 
Since  that  Sheet  was  printed,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pike 
of  Somerfworth  died,  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age  ; 
and  the  Rev.  Pearson  Thurstqn  is  ordained  in 
that  place. 
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Of  the  Jirjl  fettkrs  in  Rochejhr  who  have  died  withif^ 

Jixteen  years  laji  pqft  the  ages  were  as  follows  : 

Above  100  years 1 

r  90  and  100 2 

,    ,  J  80  and- 90 14 

betw^en<j  ^^  ^^^  g^ ^^ 

1^60  and  70- 4 

41 

Now  living. 

90  and  100 1 

betv^'eeH'^  80  and    90 9 

70  and    80 5 

15 

Males  7.     Females  8, 

Of  the  firil  letders  in  Barrington  the  number  viovf 

living  ^nd  their  ages  are  as  follows : 

r90  and  100—^ — 1 

between-]  80  and  90 10 

(,70  and    80 3 

14 

Males  11*        Females  8 


FINIS. 
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